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— —— - 


EONTENTS. 


left in the vagina, deli. 
vered with the forceps ; in 


a letter to Dr. C. Mac- 
kenzie - "R$P 
The Doctor's Reply 77 


Caſe LXXXII. The head 


left in the wterus till the 


eighth day; diſſolved, 
and expelled in a putrid 
ſtate 80 
Caſe LXXXIII. Feet pre- 
ſenting; the body and 
head delivered with diffi- 
culty 14 "BY 
Caſe LXXXIV. A breech 
preſentation ; the head 


delivered with the long 


curved forceps 84 
Caſe LXXXV. The pelvis 
narrow ; a preſentation of 
the ſhoulder, the child 
brought footling 110 
Caſe LXXXVI, A woman 
delivered of a child re- 
ſembling a rabbit 129 


Caſe LXXXVII, The 


child born with a mem- 
hranous ſubſtance over its 
eyes einn 
Caſe LXXXVIII, A child 
born with a total obſtruc- 
tjon of the urinary paſ- 
ſages; another, with a 


partial perforation of the 
penis; and two with im- 
perforated ani 135 


Caſe LXXXIX. Super- 
numerary fingers and toes 
108 


Caſe XC. The patient de- 


formed and crooked ; ſe- 
delivered, 


veral times 
without any particular 
trouble or inconveniency 

x1 hs 
Caſe XCI. Much deform- 
ity of body, both behind 
and before ; notwithſtand. 
ing which, the deliveries 


eaſy and natural 146 


Caſe XCII. Another of 
ill health, low ſtature, 
hump- backed, and de- 
formed in the extremities; 
whoſe births were attend- 
ed with no uncommon 
difficulties 149 

Caſes XCIII, XCIV, and 


XCV, In letters to Dr. 
C. Mackenzie. 


The firſt 


Caſe was wnuſually te- 
dious and laborious, but 
the woman delivered by 
the natural efforts; the 
placenta of an extraordi- 
nary ſize; and the next 

day 


Caſe XCVIII. 


2 I 


CONTENTS: 


day the -mother delivered 
of a ſmall fetzs, with its 
proper ſecundines: the 
other, an extra-uterine 


conception: and the third, 


a diſcharge from the va- 
gina, in conſequence of 
conception, miſtaken for 
the fluor albus 159 

The DoQor's Anſwer 167 
My Reply 173 


Caſe XCVI. Suiciſm; a 


fetus in utero, upon diſ- 
Sakion. - 7 1 227 


Caſe XCVII. A miſcarri- 


age in the third month miſ- 
taken for a falſe concep- 
tion: the ſame patient at- 
tacked with the jaundice 
to a violent degree, at- 
tended with the diſcharge 
of a gall-ſtone ;z the child 
free from any icterie affec- 
tion 231 
Several 
miſcarriages in the early 
months of pregnancy: 
clots of coagulated blood 


Caſe CI. Twins: the firſt 


miſcatriage and falſe cons 
ception 233 


Caſe C. A large, fibrous, 


compa ſubſtance brought 
away in the 5th month 241 
A woman delivered of a 
large miſhapen maſs of 
a - membranous texture 
244 


child preſenting with the 
vertex, delivered by the 
natural pains ; the ſecond, 
with the breech, deliver- 
ed by the ſame means; 
a retention of the placen- 
ta, from its prodigious 
ſize 262 


Caſe CII. Twins: the firſt 


child preſenting right, 
and delivered by the 
pains : the ſecond child, 
with the feet, and 
delivered footling ; the 
placenta's uniting in one 
maſs; a priternatural 
membrane covering the 
tunica conj uncti va, remov'd 


at denominated falſe concep- by. needle and ligature ; 
Yy tions 235 with Dr. Haller's obſer- 
he Caſe XCIX, A miſcar- vations on a newly-diſ- 
li- | riage; and clots of coa- covered membrane, which 
xt gulated blood miſtaken for cloſes the pupils of the 
ay las eyes 


* 


eyes in the fta ſtate 
| 264 
Caſe CIII. Twins: the 
firſt offered' with the 
wertex, delivered with the 
forceps; the ſecond, with 
the feet, delivered as in 
præternatural caſes ; the 
placenta's contained in one 
bulky maſs; the patient 
relieved, by delivery, from 
the anaſarca 271 
Caſe CIV. Twins: two 
hands belonging to differ- 
ent fetuſes preſenting at 
the ſame time; one child 
turned and delivered by 
th. cet ; when the placen- 


ouſly, an hæmorrhage en- 
ſued : the other, which of- 
fered a right hand and 
foot, alſo delivered foot- 
ling 274 
Cafe CY, Foot, hand, and 
funies reſenting ; waters 
long # one off; child dead, 
and brought away by the 


: A ſimilar Caſe, in which 

the child was ſaved 281 
| | Caſe CVI. Twins: one 
child delivered, at its full 


_ #4 coming away ſpontane- 


feet 278 


CONTENT S. 


growth, by the naturd 
efforts; the other very 
next dax 282 


Cafe CVI. Twins : thewo- 


man delivered of the firſt 


child at its full growth by 


a midwife; and four days 
after, by a Surgeon, of a 
ſmaller fetus, with its bag 
and membranes entire 284 


Caſe CVIII. A double fr 


nis | 286 


Cafe CIX. The placentapre- 


ſented, and brought away; 
by which the fienis was torn 
from the navel ſeveral 
hours before the delivery 
could be effected: never- 


theleſs the child, which 


preſented with its belly, 
was turned, and brought 


into the world alive 288 
Caſe CX. The birth na- 
tural, though flow and 


painful; an unuſual re- 
currence of labour pains 
after delivery ; a flooding 
brought on by the ungen- 
tle treatment of a mid- 
wife; painful menſtrua- 
tion, &c. 292 


Caſe CXI. Motions of the 


ulerut 


2 Os wr nc OS» roy 0% Ea 0 » + 


„ mw & w i Ai-+ Q © ae & = T5 & oF y i*. 


Be 1 9 _ Awe 


35 


: A% A 


CONTENTS. 


aterus after , parturition, 


miſtaken for another child 


Caſe CxII. A concealed 
delivery, and contorted 
unis jt '. 401 
Caſe CXIII. The patieft 
periodically infeſted with 
boils, and troubled with 
« tumour between the an- 
bilicus and pubes 304 
Caſe CXIV. Inſtances of 


pregnancy, in which the 


children were not felt, 
from La Motte. Alſo an 
inſtance where the child 
wes not felt in the firſt 
pregnancy 309 
Caſe CXV. Similar to the 
preceding ; the child not 
felt in a third pregnancy 
| | 313 
Caſe CXVI. The mother 
afflicted with the /ues we- 
werea, from the child's 
ſucking a woman affected 
with that complaint 317 
Caſes CXVII and CXVIIL 
In a letter to Dr, C. Mac- 
kenzie. One, an extra- 
ordinary tumour dn the 
child's head, When born; 


and the other, an inſtance, 
of periodical bzmorrhagia, 
from an ulcer in the leg 
320, *305, *306, 307, 
*308, *309, *310, 311, 
| : 1 [28 
The Doctor's Anſwer 
*313, 314. *315, 

| *:16 

Caſe CXIX. A lingering 


labour; the child deli- 


vered by a midwife ; and 

reſtored to life after it 

had been put by as dead 

325 

Caſe CRX. Labour 
brought on by a blows 

the patient died und j- 

vered ; remarks thereon 

330 

Caſe C XXI. Twins, deli- 
vered by a midwife : the 

firſt came feet foremoſt— 

the ſecond, in a natural 

direction; the mother ſub. 


ject to the idiopathioniun. 
dice, which proved atal 


to both the children - 332 
Caſe CXXII. The labour 
retarded by the extraordi- 
nary tenſion and rigidity 
of the membranes 3335 
Caſe 


8 
7 Pr — 
we a 


= „ 1 


CONTENTS 


Cafe CXXIII. Miſma- 
nagement of a labour in 
its beginning very ſevere 
in its termination; the 
head and ſhoulders unuſu- 
ally large; their dimen- 
ſions deſeribed; and an 
Account of a monſtrous 
child in the ſixth year of 
its age 333 
Caſes CXXIV, CXXV, 
and CXXVI. In a letter 
to Dr. C. Mackenzie. 
The firſt, a prodigious 
tumour on the child's 


head: in the ſecond, one 


ear to the right i/chinm, 
and the other to the infe- 
rior part of the left i/ium; 
the chin turned to the 


hollow of -thefacrum, and 


the right fide of the fore- 
head'to the pubes ; the de- 
livery effe&ed by the for- 
ceps : and the third, an 
inſtance of miſearriage 
five ſeveral times in the 
fixth month 341 
The Doctor's Anſwer 348 
Caſe CXXVII. The pla- 
centa preſented ; the arm 
miſtaken for a leg; redu- 
ced,) and the child deli- 


vered footling ; the mo- 
ther died egg; 
Caſe CXXVIII. The pla- 
centa attached to, and co- 
vering, the os internum ; 
in which the woman died 
undelivered - 356 
Caſe CXXIX. A tedi- 
ous and laborious labour ; 
the head preſenting with 
the wertex, the forehead to 
the /acrum, and an ear to 


each illum the patient 


delivered with the forceps 
| 364 

The ſame patient ſpon- 
taneouſly delivered, where 
the arm had 'preſented 


Caſe CXXX. The feet 
preſented; impediments 
in the labour from the ſize 


of the child, and the par- 


ticular - offification of its 
head 368 
Caſe CXXXI. The pla- 
centa retained ; part deli- 


vered with the head, and 


part excluded ſpontane- 
ouſly, 371 
Caſe CXXXII. The pla- 
centa left, and the funis 
umbilicalis broke off; de- 

livered 


367 


4 
C 
0 
F 
c 
7 


CONTENTS. 


Lvered ſpontaneouſly on after the miſcarriage of a 


the fourth day 372 
Caſe CXXXIII. Twins: 
one of the · placenta”: left, 
and ultimately excluded, 
on the third day, by the 
contractions of the uterxs 
| 376 
Caſe CXXXIV. The /u- 
nis torn away, and the 
placenta left - but expelled 


ſpontaneouſly on the third , 


day 377 


| Caſe CXXXV. A placenta 


left in the uterus after de- 
livery, and the funis broke 
off; part of the placenta 
brought away by manual 
aſſiſtance, and the reſidue 
by nature 379 
Caſe CXXXVI. A mid- 
wife had ruptured the 
ſtring, andleft the placenta ; 
which was ſafely brought 
down and extracted by the 
hand. The patient,. in 
her following labour, had 
the placenta detained till 
the thirteenth day, and 
the Caſe fatal 381 


Faſe CXXXVII. In a 


letter to Dr. C. Macken- 
zie. The plarenta left, 


fetus ſeven months old; 


the uterus conſtringed in 
the middle, like @ ſand- 
glaſe ; the event fatal 
| 383 

The Doctor's Reply 384 
Caſe CXXXVIII. A pla- 
centa left in the uterus, 
which adhered to the fun- 
dus ; the patient died the 
day after her delivery 387 
Caſe CXXXIX. A reten- 
tion of the placenta, prov- 
ing fatal 399 
Caſe CXL. A placenta left, 
and brought away by 
manual aſſiſtance 394 
Caſe CXLI. A tedious 
labour, miſmanaged in the 
beginning, but terminat- 
ing ſafely 437 


Caſes CXLII and CXLIII. 


In a letter to Dr. C. Mac- 
kenzie. The firſt, a la- 
ceration of the uterus, from * 
the extreme violence of 
the pains : the ſecond, a 
diftorted pelvis ; in which 
the wertex preſented with 


the face laterally; the - 


child turned, and deliver- 
ed footling 439 
The 


CONTENTS. 


The Doftor's Anſwer 451 
The Reply 452 
His Anſwer 454 


Caſe CXLIV. A preſent- 
ation of the back and 
neck, with the chin to the 
left ilium; the woman 
died, and the fiztus ftill- 
born 458 

Caſe CXLV. One ear to 
the /acrum, and the other 
to the /ymphy/is of the pu- 
bes, with the face to the 

left i/chium ; delivered by 
the forceps 461 

Caſe CXLVI. An abor- 
tion in the twelfth week ; 
and, ſix months after, the 
ſame woman delivered of a 


ſecond fetus at the full 


time 1 464 
Caſes CXLVII and 
CXLVIII. In a letter 


to Dr. C. Mackenzie. 
The former, an arm pre- 
ſentation; the protruſion 
reduced, and the child 
brought footling; an in- 
jury done the arm, &c. In 
the latter, the nates pre- 
ſeating, aſſiſted and re- 
lieved by the hand only; 
the child web-fingered, 


and alſo born with a hare. 
lip 455 
Caſe CXLIX. A long and 
very laborious labour; 
the head too large; the 
cranium evacuated; the 
blunt hook employed to 
bring down the ſhoulders, 
but without effect; at 
length the child turned, 


and brought footling 470 
Caſe CL, A uterine hæ - 


morrhage 473 
Caſe CLI. A flooding (af- 
ter an habit of aborting) 

in the ſeventh month ; the 

child delivered footling, 
and the patient ſaved by 
_ expoſing the body to cold 

air, &c. 476 
Caſe CLII. An hemoproe 

in the fourth month ; the 

patient having completed 
her reckoning—the dif. 

order proved fatal 480 
Caſe CLIII. A laborious 

Caſe ; obſtruftions from 

different cauſes ; the de- 
livety at length effected 

by the natural efforts 


483 


Cafes CLIV and CLV. 


In a letter to Dr. C. Mac- 
| kenzie. 


CONTENTS. 


kenzie. A Twin Caſe : the 
firſt child delivered by the 
natural pains; and the 
other (with the chin to 
the /acrum, and the bregma 
to the pubes by the forceps, 
—'The ſecond Caſe, a 
flooding and convulſions ; 
the birth effected by the 
labour pains 486 

The Doctor's Anſwer 491 


Caſe CLVI. In a letter 


to Dr. C. Mackenzie. 
A diſtorted pelvis ; the 
ſcull evacuated; the 
crotchet employed for the 
delivery of the head, and 
the blunt hook for the 
ſhoulders 494 


The Doctor's Anſwer 499 
Caſe CL VII. 


The back 


Cale CLXI. 


offered ; the child turned, 
and delivered; convul. 
ſions coming on, the wo- 
man died 501 
Caſe CLVIII. The pa- 
tient attacked with con- 
vulſions; the child pre- 
ſented with its fide, and 
was delivered footling 504 


Caſe CLIX. Convulſions 


in parturition relieved by 
the uſe of the forceps 506 


Caſe CLX. Convulſions 


preceding parturition ; 
an extraordinary forma · 
tion of ghe child, &c. 508 
A very re- 
matkable Caſe of an y- 
drotephalous child; with a 
deſcription and engraving 


a * 525 


- * 


; 


Note, The Reader is requeſted to correct with his pen 
ſuch typographical errors, &c. as have, through haſte, 
eſcaped the Author“ s attention. 


Page 2, line 9, after arm inſert a comma 
66, — 12, fer enſues read enſue 
265, — 11, for was read were 
31g, —— 18, after afflicted read with 
305, — 22, for with read without 
#315, after line 15, read or 
333, line 2, for come read came 
dh == 13. dele the period 8 N 
353, w— 18, for Letters read Letter 


pen S1DW1IFERY, 


CASE LXX. 


COMMUNICATED 


IN A LETTER TO THE LATE 
D R. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


c MARCH 17, 17709. 


„% DEAR SIR, 


, "=O 1 WAS called to a woman about 
©« four miles from this town, who told me ſhe 
« had ſuffered much from two former labours £ 
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« the laſt, about three years before, and that ſhe 
« had miſcarried fince that time, about the end of 
the fiſth month; that ſhe was now nearly four 
„ months gone with child; had been in violent 
© pain; voided her urine with difficulty; was coſ- 
tive; had bearing-down pains; and that a ſmall 
© diſcharge of blood appeared from the vagina: 
the pulſe being ſtrong, I took away ſome 
% blood from the arm to relieve her coſliveneſs, 
* ordered an emollient clyſter, and gave her 
* a nitrous emulſion, with a ſufficient quan- 
* tity of ſprupus e meconto, to alleviate her 
% pains, and induce fleep, of which ſhe had 
„had but a ſmall ſhare for the two preceding 
„ nights. I adviſed a recumbent poſture, and 
* as little exerciſe or motion as poſhble; the 
next day I found her eaſier; ſhe had reſted 
better, but fill complained of a frequent de- 
© fire to make water, and an uncommon bear- 
„ ing-down ; but, upon the whole, thought her- 
© ſelf rather better, entertained hopes that ſhe 
*« ſhould not miſcarry, and, that theſe ſymp- 
* toms would abate, therefore rejected any fur- 


ther 


131 


« ther advice; but two days after I was ſent 
for again, when I found her complaining 
« of great pain; ſhe paſſed her urine with dif- 
« ficulty, and frequently was not able to void 
« a drop; ſhe had not been at ſtool finee the 
+ clyſter, aud had ſometimes violent ſtrain- 
„ ings: on examination, 1 perceived the uterus 
„ to be puſhed out from without the os externum 
« to the ſize of a large turnip; I endeavoured to 
find the os internum, but its ſuperior fituation 
prevented me; nor could I diſcover exactly 
„how far the vagina protruded with the deſcend- 
ing uterus. I ordered emollient fomentations 
and a clyſter to empty the refum + ſoon after 
* which, I drew off near two quarts of water 
« with the catheter, and at bed-time adminiſ- 
* tered an anodyne; the next morning J viſited 
„her, and finding the tumor much leſſened, 
reduced the prolapſus, and introduced a ſmall 
« peflary of cork, being firſt well lubricated, 
along the anterior part of the vagina, deſiring 
« that the patient might keep her bed entirely, 
„which was complicd with for ſome days: 
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* during which time, I kept her body gently 
open by mild laxatives; but as the urine did 
* not pals freely, and was totally ſtopped, I 
was obliged again to evacuate the urine by the 
catheter. I confined her ſtill to her bed, kept 
her on a light cooling regimen, and ſhe was 
0 pretty well for a few days; but imprudently 
getting out of bed in haſte, ſhe was ſuddenly 
e ſeized with pain and bearing-down, and mil- 
carried before any aſſiſtance could reach her; 
*« the prolapſion of the womb became no as 
*« great as ever, with this difference only, that it 
© felt much ſoſter, and the reduction of the 
* tumor was eaſily eilected as the woman laid 
* on her back; and, by taking every neceſſary 
« care of her ſince, I have the plcaſurc to ac- 
7 quaint you, that ſhe now ſeems in 2 fair train 


of recovery. 


"3 amd, with much rcſ pect, 7 Map 


THE 
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159 


THE ANSWER, 


« DEAR SIR, 


x Y ous caſe of the prolapfion I 
have this day received, and know not how you 
** could have treated it more judiciouſly, I am 
*« pleaſed you was ſo lucky as to fave the wo- 
man. Prolaſſi uteri are ever dangerous, and 
* require the niceſt attention. Great ſkill and 
experience are oſten required in the reduction; 
* a relapſe often eludes our utmoſt care, and, 
in geſtation, is ſeldom to be prevented, till, 
* by the ealy and quiet fituation of the pati- 
ent, the uterus riſes ſufficiently high in the 
elvis, to hinder any future deſcenſion; and, 


as much time muſt elapſe before this can hap- 


pen; the cure is ſeldom effected thereby; but 


** reft, a free diſcharge of urine, &c. will much 


„ conduce thereto, I am, &c,” 
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CASR Kn. 


Ox Max 31, 1775. the wife of a farmer in 


this neighbourhood, after a very flow and pain- 
ful labour, was delivered by a midwife ; who, 
after waiting ſome lime, in expeQation of ob- 
taining the ſecundines, at length was induced to 
pull with very great force at the funis, by which 
they came along, and ſhe thought the detach- 
ment of them thoroughly effected; but was 
much diſappointed, when, upon bringing them 
clear of the os externum, ſhe perceived the pla- 
centa not to be ſeperated by her utmoſt endea- 
vours, it was fo cloſely attached to the fundus 
utcrt: in this extremity, ſhe was ſo very igno- 
rant, as not to attempt an immediate reduction 


of the protruding parts; her embarraſſment 


could not be concealed, and the attendants in- 


ſiſted 


ET 
ſiſted upon my being called; I came accord- 


ingly, and finding the parts in the ſituation as 
before deſcribed returned them; the pa- 
tient was very languid and faint: I recruited 
her flrength and ſpirits with ſmall quantities of 
white caudle, in which a little brandy was 
mixed, and waited near four hours, in hopes, 
that the wierus would contract and expel the 


| Placenta; but, although ſome contraction of it 


enſued, yet the placenta ſtill adhered thereto: 
upon which, I thought it moſt prudent to lend 
Nature ſome aſſiſtance; to which purpoſe, the 
funis ſerved as a direction to my hand into the 
uterus; but here I was at a loſs to plainly diſtin- 
guiſh the round edge of the placenta, it kept in 
ſuch contact with, and ſo ſtrictly adhered to the 
uterus; 1 therefore perforated it with my fingers, 
and detached it all round as carefully, and with 
as much deliberation as poſhble, and brought it 
away without any further trouble. I adminif- 
tered an anodyne to the patient; and upon viſiting 
her the next morning, found ſhe had had a good 
repoſe, perſpired freely, and that the lochia had 
B 4 been 
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been in ſufficient quantity; as no extraordinary 


circumſtance happened to retard her recovery, 


ſhe was pretty well at the month's end; but be- 


ing naturally of lax fibres, and a delicate conſli- 
tution, ſhe did not recover her uſual degree of 
ſtrength for ſome months, and not even then, 
without the free uſe of tonic remedies, It was 
a very fortunate circumſlance, that in this inver- 
fion of the womb, which happened from che vio- 
lence deſcribed, no uterine hemorrhage enſu— 


ed; otherwiſe, the conſequence might have 


proved as fatal as in the following Caſe, 


CASE 
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CASE LXXII. 


F un unhappy ſubje@ of which, in Decewu+s 
BER, 1777. after a ſevere labour of three days 
and nights, in which ſhe was attended by a mid- 
wife, loſt her life by the haſty and violent man- 
ner of her pulling at the ſunis; by which means 
an entire inverſion of the womb*was brought on, 
and before any aſſiſtance could be obtained, the 
uterus not being in a ſituation to contract and 
clole the veſſels, a profuſe hemorrhage ſuper- 
vened; and I came only in time to be a tacit 
ſpectator of the poor woman's death. The ſun- 
dus, from the violence which had been uſed, 
was entirely pulled through the os uteri; a fad 
inſtance of ignorance and inexperience, which 
ought to caution the female praQitioner againſt 
hurry and raſhneſs in extracting the placenta ; 

which, 


a 1 


which, when retained beyond its uſual time, by 


any extraordinary adheſion or the ſudden and 
ſtrong contraction of the womb; or, where there 
is only a partial detachment of it, and conſe- 
quently a flooding enſues. I ſay, in all, or ei- 
ther of theſe cafes, ſhe will ever find it much 
more redound' to her credit and reputation, to 
diſtruſt her own abilities, and have timely re- 
courſe to the ſuperior afſiſtance of a MAN-Mip- 
wirt.—MavRiceav, chap. 6, deſcribes the bear- 
ing-down, and alſo the falling-out of the womb, 
to be of two ſorts; when the womb comes quite 
forth, but is ndt turned infide out, nor can the 
inſide of it be ſeen, but only its orifice, which 
appears at the end of a great fleſhy maſs, which 
makes the body of the womb; this he denomi- 
nates a prolapſus uteri: and the other falling-out, 
which of all is the moſt dangerous, he calls a 
perverſio uteri, or turning inſide out; for then he 
obſerves, it is not only fallen forth, but the bot- 
tom of it is turned quite out, ſo that you may 
perceive it all even, and without an orifice, be- 


cauſe it is tumid: he then proceeds to ſpeak of 
the 


* 


the cauſes of theſe diſorders, the ſymptoms at- 


tending thereon, and the remedies neceſſiry to 
relieve the ſame: this author farther-tells us, that 
Maids are not only ſubje& to a bearing-down, 
but to a falling-out of the womb alſo, which 
he has put up into its place in ſeveral, after they 
had been grievouſly afllited with it ſome years. 
Beſides, the cauſes aſſigned for theſe diſorders by 
other authors, Droxts perſuades himſelf, that 
he has found out another cauſe of it, which 
no author ever before thought of, becauſe they 
underſtood not the true uſe of the round liga- 
ments of the womb; for the Ancients were of 
opinion, that theſe ligaments ſerve only to hinder 
the bottom of the womb from mounting too 
high; whereas, ſays he, I am well aſſured, that 
they pull it downwards: and this hypotheſis he 
farther endeavours to ſupport, by obſervations 
deduced from his own anatomy of the human 
body; theſe, as well as the rules he lays down 
for relief, may be ſeen in chap. 7. of his Trea- 
tiſe on MIDWIFERY. —DAVENTER, in chap. 29. p. 
144. attributes the deſcent of the womb to the 
largenels of the pelvts, in time of parturition: in 


which 
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which caſe the ligaments, as well as the fibres 
of the vagina, are too much relaxed, and the 
bladder is too much drawn down; whence pro- 
ceeds incontinence of urine, &c. In ſome, he 
obſerves the womb hangs out as big as one's fiſt, 
and ſomeumes larger, which may in time cor- 
rupt and mortity, as ſeveral examples witnels : 
he next proceeds to recommend peſiaries, where 
the diſorder is incurabic ; and ſpeaks with mach 
accuracy on the ſhape, make, and compoſition of 
thai medicine in general. —ryscn, obſ. g. men- 
tions a true prolapſion of the wterns at intervals 
out of the body; he found the uterus prolapſed, 
and much enlarged; he ſoon reduced the ſame 
to its natural ſituation, after a midwife had at- 
tempted it in vain; but obſerves, that the wulerus 
cannot always be reduced, if it has continued 
prolapled out of the body for a conſiderable 
time; nor is it always praper, ſays our author, 


to attempt a reduction of the uterus; which, if 


it has continued out of the body ſo long as to be 


greatly enlarged, ſo that it cannot eaſily be re- 
duced to its former ſlate; or, if the uterus is in- 


durated, 
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durated, fiſſured, or ulcerated, by long contl- 


nuing out of the body, the reduction is not to 
be attempted, becauſe the patient 1s generally 
found much worn afterwards. — Obſ. 10. con- 
tains an inverſion of the uterus in the delivery; 
which he deſcribes as a lamentable accident, and 
proves fatal if not immediately remedied : he re- 
members, he ſays, to have met twice with this 
accident in a week, and if immediate aſſiſtance 
is not ready, the caſe is deſperate; nor did ever 
any recover in his practice, except in one in- 
ſtance; for the hemorrhage is generally ſo. pro- 
fuſe from the prolapſed uterus, that it immedi- 
ately becomes inflamed and indurated ; whence 
an incipicrit gangrene follows from the ob- 
ſtructed circulation of the blood; in the cafe 
which he here relates, the whole uterus was in- 
verted in the delivery, waich it is not in a pro- 
lahſus without the pudenda; for then the uterus 
is not inverted, but only ſubſides, fo that the in- 
ternal os {nc@ may be perceived in the bottom of 
the prolapled uterus; but, in this caſe, the os 
uteri is neither perceived, nor viſible to the eye: 


this 


F-10017 


this injury, our author favs, ſometimes ariſes, 


from unexperienced midwives drawing the navel 
ſtring more violently than they ought ; whence, 
the uterus muſt conſequently follow: he adds, 
that a prolapſion will ſometimes ſollow from the 
ſtraining, after the birth; and this accident once 
happened in his own practice, when he extracted a 
dead fetus, together with the placenta, whereupon 
the wterus ſoon after ſubſided, and came into view, 


which he immediately reduced; and placing the 


thighs together, according to the rules of art, the 


patient was in a little time cured: he mentions 
an inſtance of this kind, m which a ſurgeon ſent 
for him, becauſe he could not conjecture what 
fort of tumor it was that hung pendulous out of 
the body ; and was oftentimes conſulted by mid- 


wives, whom he found full of wonder, to think 


what ſort of a mor it was that appeared aſter 


the birth: he is therefore more careful, he ſays, 


to repreſent the diſorder, that no one may con- 


tinue ignorant, or be deceived in a matter of ſo 


great moment, which requires a moſt ſpeedy 


relief: in his fixteenth obſervation, we fnd a 
very 


Ne 


A 


E 


very curious account of a prolapſus of one of 


the ovaria, which he diſcovered after the open- 
ing of an abſceſs, which penetrated too deep into 
the abdomen: in obſ. 24, he gives a true prolap- 
ſion of the lateral part of the body of the uterus; 
the patient had, by violent ſtrainings, a hard tu- 
mor, about the ſize of a ſmall fiſt, in the left 
ſide only of the vulva, The midwife finding 
this tumor, and not knowing what to make of it, 
ordered him to be ſent for: it appeared to him 
at firſt, he ſays, like a portion of the placenta 
uterina; which frequently preſenting before the 
fetus, he had almoſt, by that means, been led 
into a miſtake; but enquiring more diligently 
into the affair, he found it to be truly a lateral 
part of the uterus, which was alſo proved by the 
event; for after the infant was delivered, the 
ulerus immediately returned to its natural ſitua- 
tion: and the patient, he ſays, recovered without 
any uſe of fomentations, which are commonly 
applied to prevent any prolapſed part of the ute- 
rus ſrom being invaded with a gangrene : in his 
next obſeryation, ſpeaking of the os tiucæ, or 


mouth 
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mouth of the uterus prolaßſing in the birth, he 
ſays, it is hardly expreſſible, with what uncom- 
mon appearance the os uteri preſents itſelf, upon 
ſuch an occaſion; and thoſe he obſerves, who 
have been pteſent with himſelf at theſe caſes, 
know very well, with what circumſpection and 
care, one ought to proceed in a caſe of this na- 
ture: in ſuch inſtances, he thinks it moſt adviſa- 


able, to refer to the excluſion of the yet living 


fetus to Nature, ſuſtaining” the os uteri with both 
the hands; but, if the fits is dead, the whole 


buſineſs will conſiſt in extracting it as much as 


poſſible with one hand, while the os uteri is ſuſ- 


tained by the other, that it may not prolapſe to- 


gether with the fetus, and occahon an verſion 
of the womb, to which, at that time, it is diſ- 
poſed : obſervation 26. preſents us with an in- 
verſion of the uterus in the birth, rendered fatal 
by an anfkilful hand; the poor woman having 
brought ſorth a ſtrong infant, the wterus itſe lf 
immediately followed the placenta, and was in- 
verted as mentioned in his tenth obſervation; 


herenpon an ignorant Medicaſter was called, 


Who, 


ho, 


Z 


who inſtead of replacing the uterus into its pres 
per ſituation, cut a little way into the tumor 
with the point of his knife, in order to diſcover 
what it was; whether it was a preternatural tu- 
mor, filled with humours, or the placenta uteri- 
na, &c. this raſh and unheard-of method of cn- 
quiry, ſoon put an end to thre patient's life ; for 
ſo profule an hemorrhage immediately followed, 
as was not ſupportable, nor capable of being 
ſuppreſſed by all his endeavours, with the moſt 
powerful flagnotics; but every thing proving 
fruitleſs, in a few hours aftet he was called ; 
faintings came on, and towards the latter end of 
the day the patient expired. Dr. Oui p adviſes 
the immediate reduction of the prolapſed uterus, 
leſt it ſhould ſwell, inflame, and be in dan- 
ger of mortifying : he obſerves, that the longer 
it remains out of the body, the more difficult 
will be its reduction, in proportion to the in- 
creaſe of ſwelling, which is cauſed by the re- 
ſtriction of the external orifice of the vagina: 
and in this ſtate, recommends the part to be 


fomented with the moſt mucilaginous decoc- 
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tions that can be contrived, and all poſſible 
means to be uſed with the hands, to reſtore it 
to its natural ſituation; which, if it cannot be 
accompliſhed, the miſerable patient muſt, in all 
probability, die: though there are hiſtories, he 
adds, of ſome, who have ſurvived the am- 
putation of the prolapſed uterus; performed 
by tying a ligature round its neck, near the 
pudendum, which is to continue till the part 
drops off. Dr. Puch admits, that great care 
and caution ought to be obſerved in deli- 
very, where the patient 1s troubled with a þro- 
laſiſus vag inæ or uteri; but ſays, he has delivered 
ſeveral women that have been troubled with 
theſe diſorders, and they have had as good labours 
as poſſible: where the ligaments, he obſerves, 
are relaxed, they are capable of being extended 
beyond their natural length ; whereby. the ori- 
| fice of the womb, inſtead of being. dilated, is 


© thruſt ſorward toward the external orifice of the 


vagina by the child's head : to prevent this. mi{- 
chief, he adviſes the operator, at the ſame time 
that he aſſiſts the dilatation of the os internum, 
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to bear it up with his fingers, in proportion 
as the child advances forwards, till the mouth 
of the womb 1s flipped quite over the child's head ; 
and when this is done, to place the fingers of 
each hand at the fide of the child's head ; by 
which means a better reſiſtance will be made, and 
the next pain or two probably bring the child ; 
then the hand ought immediately to be intro- 
duced into the womb, and the placenta carefully 
ſeparated, and gently brought forth : in theſe 
caſes, he prudently enjoins the patient to keep 
ſome days in bed, not to riſe even to perform 
the common wants of Nature; and recom- 
mends proper medicines, with the uſe of peſ- 
faries, to be adminiſtered : and; in caſe the 
womb. ſhould, by any imprudent management, 
be totally prolapſed, adviſes it to be immediately 
reduced into its natural fituation,—In Girraxp, 
caſe g, we find an account of the falling-down 
of the whole neck of the womb, with a relaxa- 
tion of the ligaments, at the latter end of preg- 
nancy: there was a tumor, he ſays, hanging be- 
tween, and out of the privities, of the bigneſs 
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df his fiſt, ſo chat he could ſcarce paſs his fin- 


ger; he thercupon ordered a proper fomenta- 


tion, by which means the tumor ſubſided : the 
labour came on in a week afterwards, and one 
foot preſented, which he delivered as far as the 


knee; and then taking hold of it in one hand 


with a cloth, and paſſing up the other to retain | 


the womb, he pulled gently, and brought it 


out to the buttocks, and proceeded to deliver the 
other parts, as is uſual in preternatural births, 
taking great care to ſupport the inner orifice of 
the womb: when the ligature was made on the 
navel firing, he again paſſed up his hand to ſup- 
port the womb, and with the other, pulling by 
the ſtring, and gently ſhaking the placenta, it came 
away very eaſy, and perfectly whole: he ordered 
the midwife to keep a cloth very cloſe to the patient, 


to lay her head low, and her legs ſtrait, and cloſe 


together: In cale 176, he givcs an inſtance of de- 


livery, which proved fatal ; where, in this caſe, the 
uterus was inverted, and drawn out beyond the labia 
pudendi; the child was born about an hour be- 
fore he came, and the midwife, in attempting to 


bring 
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bring away the placenta, had inverted the uterus ; 
for, upon examination, he found the whole 
body of the uterus, with the placenta adhering to 
the fundus, hanging out beyond the labia; there 
was a great profufion of blood, and the woman 
was dead before he came: he rebuked the mid- 
wife for not ſending ſooner; and told her, that 
ſhe, through her ignorance, was the immediate 
cauſe of the poor woman's death; for by pul- 
ling the ſtring too forcibly, ſhe had drawn out, 
and inveried, the womb: before he examined 
the midwife, he fays, fhe told him that the pla- 
centa was partly brought out of the womb ; but 
he ſhewed her her error, that the placenta was all 
brought out, and only adliered to the fundus 
uteri; which, as the whole womb was zuver ted, 

hung out beyond the labia pudend! : this caſe, 

adds our author, ſhould be a caution to all prac- 
titioners, how they attempt to bring away the 

placenta, and not to pull the firing too rudely, 

leſt they vert and draw out the uterus; by 

which the woman dies a martyr, to their 

temerity and ignorance, as was too evideatly the 
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caſe in the preceding obſervation, The ingeni- 
ous La Morrx, in his three hundred and eighty- 
third obſervation, relates the caſe of an old la- 
dy, who had a tumor as big as his fiſt hanging 
between her legs, which ſeemed, in a manner, 


fixed to the whole circumference of the external 


mouth of the uterus, &c. ſhe told him, ſhe had 


laboured under this diſorder above thirty years; 
that it had come- on gradually, after a Lying-in, 
having, as ſhe imagined, got up rather too ſoon 
her labour had been very good, only the midwife 
found a great deal of trouble in ſeparating the 
Hlacenta ; ſhe died, he ſays, ſoon after, while he 
was out of the way, otherwiſe he would have 
made a ſtricter examination: our author further 
tells us, that he ſaw the like diſorder in 1618, in 
a woman at the Hotel Dieu; Maitre AxnourT 
took it off, but ſhe died in a few days after ; in 
obſervation 384, he was fetched to a patient; 
the bottom of whoſe uterus was out of the va- 
gina, to the bigneſs of his fiſt, which had hap- 
pened in pulling away the placenla; he had no 
great trouble in reducing this: but ſhe ſuffered, 

he 
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he lays, a great deal of pain in the loins, belly, 
and along the inſide of the thighs ; which ſhe 
was entirely delivered from afterwards, no incon- 
veniency remaining : in obſ. 383. he mentions 
a very extraordinary caſe of a prolapſus uteri : and 
in the following obſervation gives a caſe of a re- 
laxation of the vagina, which, he ſays, is often miſ- 
taken for the prolapſus uteri; the extremity of the 
vagina reſembling very much the os internum 
uteri; but obſerves, they are eaſily diſtinguiſhed 
from one another ; the one adhering all round to 
the vulva, the other being quite looſe. —Cnarxman 
gives a deplorable caſe, of a woman killed by an 
inverſion of the uterus; he was ſent for to the 
patient in great haſte : he went with all ſpeed ; 
but, on his arrival, found ſhe had been dead 
near half an hour: he conjectured ſhe had 
died by flooding; but, upon aſking the queſ- 
tion, was anſwered in the negative: the midwife 
told him, that the after-birth ſtuck fo faſt in one 
part, that ſhe was not able, with all her ſtrength, 
to take it from her, though ſhe had gained moſt 
of it: upon this, he defired to fee the corpſe; 
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which being granted, he found, to his great ſur- 
prize, that the uterus was inverted, and entirely 
out of the body, hanging down between the 
thighs, wich the placenia adhering to its fundus ; 
which he ſeparated before the midwife and ſeve- 
ral matrons, who were preſent, and convinced them 
all of the diſmal accident : the patient, he adds, 
had a very good and eaſy delivery of the child; 
but that born, the midwife pulled hard at the 
ſtring, and ſo brought down the uterz;; which, 
as foon as ſhe could take any hold of, ſhe did ; 
and, then pulling with freſh violence, and not 
being deterred by the loud cries of the poor mi- 
ſerable woman, in a few minutes ſhe fell into 
ſtrong convulſions and delzquia, and ſo expired, 
This author relates no leſs than three inſtances 
of women who had their vaginæ torn and broken 
through in the back part, by the midwiſe's rudely 
thruſting up her hand, in order to come at the 
opening of the womb; which, in all theſe ſub- 
jects, happened to lie very forward, towards, and 
indeed, iu ſome meaſure, under, the os pubis: 
one of theſe died immediately; the other, a few 


days 
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days after; but the third, where a finger only 


or two, at moſt, had gone through the vagina, 
recovered, he ſays, contrary to his expectation. 
For his account, and recommendation, of a 
particular kind of peſſary, to be uſed in the pro- 
cidentia uteri, when it happens to a violent de- 
gree, ſee his Treatiſe on Mipwiresy, under 
cale 37.—In the firſt volume of the Medical 
Muſeum, we have the deſcription of a poor 
woman, who had a large prolapſus uteri, a year 
and nine months; yet conceived while ſhe was 
afflitted with that diſcaſe; went her full time; 
was happily delivered of a living child, and reco- 
vered. — Dr. SMELLI1E, vol. i. p. 418. in treat- 
ing of the prolapſus uteri, recommends a peſſary, 
lately invented at Paris, as having the advan- 
tage over all others: and for particular cafes of 
hrolapſi uteri, vagine, & red, lee his third vol. 
coll. 44. page 489.—Dr. Jonxsod, in his 
chapter of the Deſcenjion, Prot ruſion, and In- 
verſion of the uterus, mentions a caſe, where an 
inverſion had almoſt taken place; a midwife 


(though of forty years practice) having brought 


down 
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down a conſiderable part of the uterus, thinking 
it was ſomething which ought to come away pre- 
vious to another child, which ſhe imagined was 
fill behind: nor could he, he ſays, entirely 
convince her, and the reſt of the women of the 
contrary, although he replaced the uterus, and 
ſeparated | part of the placenta, which had been 
left adhering to it: but the Doctor excuſes them 
in part, by obſerving, that the patient had an 
aſcites, which kept up her bulk after the birth of 
the child, and probably too occaſioned a fulneſs 
in the pelvis: the caſe, at laſt, however con- 
vinced them; for towards the end of the month, 
about three gallons of water came away per ve- 
ficam, in leſs than two days. Our author men- 
tions three caſes, where the uterus deſcended : 
in the firſt, the uterus protruded, and had been 
without the vulva ſeveral days, before he ſaw the 
patient. The reduction was difficult, but was com- 
pleted by a gradual and cautious preſſure of che 
hand; a ſmall heſſary was placed in the vag ina, 
and the patient enjoined to lie in bed, which ſhe 
did about a month: after ſhe got up, the peſ- 


ſary 
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fary was continued about a month longer; and 


notwithſtanding ſhe was obliged to work hard, 
was married, and had had a miſcarriage, the diſ- 
order never returned: in the ſecond caſe, the 
Doctor informs us, there was a complete protru- 
ſion of the uterus; the woman had been married 
many years, but had never been pregnant; the ca- 
tamenia had ceaſed at forty, and this was the fiſty- 
fifth year of her age. Her own account of the 
cale was as follows : ſhe had been much hurried 
in the management of houſhold affairs, having 
oſten exerted herſelf beyond her ſtrength; in 
1765, ſhe was ſeized (without any cauſe known 
to herſelf) with an uneaſineſs and weight about 
the loins and pelvzs, attended with a bearing- 
down: about a month afterwards, the ulerus 
came entirely away, without the labia pudendi, 
and had remained ſo ever ſince, except when ſhe 
went to bed, or made urine, at which times ſhe 
replaced it herſelf; having anointed the parts well 
with oil, he reduced the uterus, and placed a wooden 
eſſary in the vagina; this ſupported the uterus 
properly: but the patient not finding it eaſy, a 
filver 


(-W 3 
ſilver one was placed in its ſtead; by which 
means, after a conſiderable time, the diſorder 
was ſo well relieved, that ſhe told the Doctor ſhe 
had left it off about three weeks, and yet the 
Whenever 


ſhe was hurricd, or exerted herſelf much, he ad- 


ulerus had only come down in part. 


viſed her to continue its uſe, notwithſtanding ſhe 
found herſelf ſo well, In this complaint, Reſt 
is fo materially requiſite and neceſſary, during 
the uſe of the peſſary, that the Doctor very 
judiciouſly obſerves, could he have prevailed 
on his patient, to have lain in bed about a 
month, and not to have hurried herſelf after- 
wards, he is of opinion, the cure would have 
been compleated much ſooner: in the third 
caſe, the woman had been afflited with the com- 
plaint for many years; at the time the Doctor 
ſaw it, the tumor was much larger than a man's 
fiſt; it was replaced by a very gentle preſſure; 
but upon ſtanding it came directly down; he 
replaced it again, and then applied a peſſary 
made of cork, covered with wax, and directed 


her how to remove it occaſionally; but as her 


circum- 
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circumſtances would not allow her to keep in 
bed, in order to have any chance for a cure, the 
þeſſary proved eventually no more than a pall:a- 
live remedy, In the third, volume of the Medi- 
cal Eſſays, under art. 17, we mect with a very 
extraordinary proctdentia uteri, in a child about 
three years of age, which ended fatally ; the 
account is given in a very accurate and ingenious 
manner, by ALEXANDER Monro, Profeſſor of 
Anatomy, in the Univerſity of Evpixzuncn, 
In the following article of the ſame work, is 
given the deſcription of a peſſary, as invented 
by THomas SiMsON, . b. Profeflor of Medi- 
cine in the Univerſity of St. Axprews. This 
inſtrument ſeems to be conſtructed with great 
ſkill and ingenuity, but appears of too compli- 
cated a nature for general uſe.— Dr. BuxTox, in 
his. fourteenth Obſervation, has publiſhed the 
caſe of a prolapſus uteri, which occurred to him 
in the year 1748; the patient was about four: 
months gone with child; ſhe complained of a 
violent bearing-down, and very acute pains in 
the back and groin, and frequent vomitings, 


which 
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which ſtrained her very much; and, that (he 
could not make any urine, without exerting all 
the force ſhe was able, and then only about a 
ſpoonful came away at a time, and that too 
ſeemed to ſcald her, as ſhe thought. About 
three weeks before ſhe ſent for him, ſhe had a 
fall from a horſe, and fome of theſe complaints 
ſoon after enſued; he ſearched her, and found 
the uterus actually within the pelvrs, and the os 
tince very near the pudenda: aſter placing 
her in two or three different poſitions, he tried, 
by a gentle force, to raiſe the uterus higher into 
her abdomen, but found it no caſy matter ſo to do: 
he then uſed the catheter to empty the bladder, 
that he might have more room to reduce the 
womb to its proper place; and, to his great ſur- 
priſe, took from her above three quarts of urine, 
beſides what was fpilt: after which, he ſoon 
raiſed the uterus above the pelvis, and kept it in 
its place by a peſſary, which ſhe wore till the 
time of labour, when fhe brought forth a living, 
but weakly child : and after this, we are inform- 
ed, that all her former bad ſymptoms leſt her, 


Women 
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Women diſpoſed to a bearing-down, which is a 
ſenſation, as if the womb was conſtantly coming 
out of the body; our author adviſes, to lie 
upon the bed from the very beginning of their 
labour. His farther directions on this head, 
and for reducing a prolapſus uteri, may be ſeen 
p. 166. in his Eſſay towards a New Syſtem of 
Miowirery: and in another part of his book, 
he obſerves, that wherever a woman has been 
ſubjet to a deſcent of the womb, ſhe ought 
always to be delivered lying down.—PoRTAL 
has given us the caſe of a woman, who died by 
the inverting of the bottom of the womb, two 
hours after her delivery. — We are obliged to 
Mr. James Hitt, Surgeon, at Dunuxatzs, for a 
very judicious and circumſtantial account of a 
large prolapſus utert, accompanied with ſeveral 
extraordinary circumſtances ; from which it ap- 
pears, that the catamenia flow only ſrom the ute- 
rus, and not from the vagina: this curious caſe 
is inſerted in the fourth volume of Medical 
Commentaries; in which we alſo find many 
caſes of the retroverted uterus, by Dr. Ga ru- 
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SHORE, Mr. Hooeexs, and Mr, Biro; with ſkilful 
and ingenious remarks on that diſcaſe, by Dr. 
HuxTtx : by which it is proved, that the diſten- 
ſion of the bladder is one of the moſt uſual cauſes 
of the retroverted uterus, In the fourth volume 
of Medical Obſervations and Enquiries, article 
36, we meet with the hiſtory of a fatal inverſion 
of the uterus, by Mr. Joux Lyxx, Surgeon, at 
WoopBRIDGE, in SUurrFOLk; communicated with 
an Appendix by WitLtan Hunter, M. P. F. k. . 
in which is given an account of a fatal retrover— 
ſion of the uterus, occaſioned by a fright in a 
young woman about four months advanced in 


her firſt pregnancy.—In the fifth volume of Me- 


dical Obſervations and Enquiries, under article 
10, is publiſhed the caſe of a retroverted uterus, 
ſucceſsfully treated by James Hoover, Practi- 
tioner in MipwirERV, and communicated by the 
late learned Dr. FoturrciLlL: the following arti- 
cle alſo contains an account of a retroverſio utert, 
ſucceſsfully treated by Mr. WIILIIAu Bird, Sur- 
geon and Man-midwiſe, at ChELIMSTOR D, com- 


municated by Dr. Huxrzn. The patient, we 


arc 
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are told, Hannan Jennincs, who was about tliitty- 
three years of age, and three months advanced 
in her ſecond pregnancy, was on AveusT 1g. 
1772, after a day's waſhing, ſeized with violent 
pains in her belly, which ſhe ſuppoſed to be 
cholicky, having been ſubjet to complaints of 
that nature in her firſt pregnancy; but not find- 
ing the uſual remedies ſucceed, and her pains | 
fill increaſing; ſhe was obliged to have recourſe 
to other aſſiſtance. On the 16th, Mr. B 
viſiied her in the morning for the firſt time, 
ſound her with a ſmart fever, and extreme pain 
in the abdomen : ſhe had had no ſtools for three 
days, and complained ſhe could make but little 
urine : eight ounces of blood were taken from her 
arm, and a gentle purge was given ſoon after. 
He ſaw her again in the evening, when the me- 
dicine had not moved her to ſtool; and all her 
ſymptoms being mucltincreaſcd, a clyſter was pre- 
ſcribed to be adminiſtered directly, and repeated 
in two hours time, if the firſt ſhould not have 
operated, and an opiate was ordered at bed-time. 
Early next morning he was ſent for to her, and 


Vol. II. D told, 
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told, the clyſters could not be injected; that ſhe had 
paſſed a very reſtleſs night, complaining of great 
tenſion of the abdomen, extreme pain in the vagina. 
and that ſhe could make no urine ; the preceding 
means proving ineffectual, he ſuſpected her com- 
plaints to ariſe partly from a prolafyſusvagine, with 
which ſhe told him, ſhe had been afflited fince 
her firſt labour: and, in order to inveſtigate the 
real cauſe, he examined: and found all the parts in 
an unuſual ſituation; the os uteri was not to be 
diſcovered; the vagina was preſſed towards the 
ympliiſis pubis, by a tumor which laid behind it; 
and upon introducing a finger upon the refum, 
the ſame tumor preſſed flrongly againſt the os 


called in his uncle, 


coccygis, Mr. B 
Dr. Pusu; to whom the cale appearing obvious, 
the method of relieving her was eaſy: a little 
difficulty, he ſays, aroſe at firſt, in attempting 
to introduce the catheter; but by the aſſiſtance 
of two fingers in the vagina, to puſh back the 
tumor, which preſſed the wrethra againſt the ſyn:- 


phifis pubis, it found a ready admiſſion; by which 


means, 
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theans, eight or nine pints of high-coloured urine 


were drawn off; a ſtimulating clyſter was after- 
wards injeQed, which paſſed eaſily, and in a ſhort 
time after ſhe had two or three copious ſtools ; the 
tumor, viz. the fundus uteri was moveable, and ea- 
fily replaced; the patient recovered her former 
health, and went on in her pregnancy. Under 
article 35, of the ſame volume, are given two 
caſes of the retroverted uterus, by Mr. Gar- 
SHORE, communicated by Dr. HuxTttr; and 
which ſerve as corroborating proofs of the neceſ- 
ſity and utility of purſuing the method of treat- 
ment, which the Doctor has ſo fully explained 
in the fourth volume of the Medical Obſervations 
and Enquiries ; to which the reader is referred, 

as well as to article 36, of vol. v. for further re- 

marks on this diforder, by the ſame experienced 


gentleman. — 'The CHARLES 


ingenious Mr, 
Wurrr, of Maxcuesres, in his Appendix to 
the Second Edition of his Treatiſe on che Ma— 
nagement of Pregnant and Lying-in Women: 
Caſe 19, mentions an inſtance of a Mrs. W—, 
who, upon recovering [rom a fever, and return- 


D 2 ing 


L 36 1 
ing to her uſual exerciſe, was ſeized with a pro- 
lapſus vag inæ; which he tells us, (except in the 
latter end of her pregnancies,) hath ever ſince 
continued: the ſame author avers, that his pa- 
tients generally fit up in bed in a few hours af- 
ter delivery; and ſome of them even get out of 
it the ſame day; moſt on the ſecond, and 
none exceed the third ; and leaſt any inconveni- 
ence, he ſays, ſhould be ſuppoſcd to ariſe from 
this early upright poſture, he thinks it neceſſary 


to declare, that none whom he has delivered, 


are troubled with prolapions of the vagina, or any ON 
other complaint, which he has the leaſt reaſon a 
to ſuſpect could poſſibly ariſe from ſuch treat- ſe 
ment: to correborate this obfervatien of our * 
authors, I can add fiom my own experience, and _ 
vouch for the general utility of this practice; In, 
unleſs in caſes of flooding or extreme weakneſs, _ 


] have, at this time, a patient under my cate, 
with a prolafion of the womb, occaſioned by the 
fluor albus; the parts were reduced by a ſurgeon 


ſoon after their firſt protruſion, and to ſupport 


the womb, he introduced a frfſaury of wood; 
but 
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but it proved ſo very painful and uneaſy, that 
the woman could not bear it, and therefore it 
was withdrawn; ſince which, to reſtore the tone 
of the parts, and ſtrengthen the conſlitution, I 
have put her upon an agglutinant regimen, with 
the uſe of internal ſtrengthening medicines ; 
forbade too much bodily exerciſe; and the 
only topical remedy I apply, is, a piece of 
ſponge, dipped in an infuſion of flor. balauſt. in 
which a ſufficient quantity of rock alum has 
been diſſolved; and I have no doubt of tho- 


roughly eflecting a cure, in due time, by the 


above ſimple treatment only. It is to be ob- 
ſerved, that peſſaries are at beſt but troubleſome 
remedies, and ought not to be uſed indiſcrimi- 
nately in all caſes of a prolapſed uterus; nor 
indeed at all without the moſt mature judge- 


ment and experience. 


CASE LXXIII. 


Ix parturition we ſometimes meet with em- 
barraſſments from various kinds of herni ; the 
protuberance of either the inteſlines or omentum 
being increaſed by the exertions conſequent on 
labour, the exomphalos, or hernia umbilicalis is, I 
believe, the moſt common; and under the in- 
fluence of very ſtrong labour, if not carefully 
reſtrained by either the preſſure of ſoſt compreſs 
oi the ſupport of an aſhſtant's hand, is productive 
of complicated pain to. the patient, as well as 
great interruption to the labour. A tumor of 
this kind, occaſioned by a difficult labour, af- 
flicted a woman in this neighbourhood, who had 
beſpoke my aſſiſtance; ſhe had informed me of 
her complaint, and permitted me to examine the 
ruptured part; ſhe had gone five months of her 


time; 
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time; the tumor was of the fize of a large ball ; 


the inteſtines returned into the abdomen upon 


proper preſſure, but not without ſome difficulty ; 
and to ſecure againſt a ſuture relapſe, I applied 
a compreſs, dipped in red port, in which 
alum had been diſſolved: over it a large adhe- 
five plaiſler, and ſecured them both by means of 
a broad girdle, the tightneſs of which I deſired 
might be regulated by the ſenſations of the 
patient; and this ſhe did eaſier, the girdle 
being made with ſour ſmall buckles and ſtraps, 
which ſhe could looſen or make tighter as 
ſhe pleaſed; by theſe means ſhe went to the 
full term of her gcſtation, and with tolerable 
eaſe. On the fourth of Avcusr, 1769, her 
labour came on; the head continued to ad- 


vance gradually; ſhe was placed on her fide 


upon a bed; complained not in the leaſt of 


che rupture, therefore no particular attention 


was paid to it; the bandage and giidle anſwer- 


ing every end of preſſure, and was delivered 
of a very large child without any extraordinary 
trouble; ſince that time ſhe has borne two chil- 
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dren, always obſerving to wear her bandage 
tighter when ſhe was not with child, and relax- 
ing it in proportion to her increaſe when ſhe | 
was. Soon after the birth of her laſt child, ſhe 
was attacked with a ſcarlet fever, attended with 
an eriſipelatous ſore throat, and a violent red 
eruption, on the ſecond day, appeared on the 
ſkin; by proper means ſhe recovered of theſe 4 
complaints; but in a few days aſter the ceſſation al 
of the fever ſhe was attacked with a dropſy, th 
which terminated in her death, | fic 


CASE 


| 
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CASE LXXIV. 


Axoruzs Caſe, where the patient was 
afllicted wich an exomphalos, occurred to me in 
the year 1972, This diſorder had been occa- 
honed by the indigent circumſtances of the wo- 
man, which obliged her to work hard, and fre- 
quently liſt great weights; ſhe had tried various 
methods of relief, all which proved ineffectual, 
and the rupture continued unreduced, probably 
from the neceſſity ſhe was under of continuing 
to labour hard; the violent increaſe of the pro- 
lapſed parts; the narrowneſs of the aperture 
through which they had deſcended, from ſome 
adheſion of the parts, or from a ſtrangulation 
of the inteſtines; the tumor felt very hard, and 
ſhe could not bear any proper preſſure or ban- 
dage on the parts; the vomitings, which fre- 


quently 


197 TCR 


quently came on, in conſequence of this terri- 


ble complaint, alarmed her exceedingly: and, 


from the pyin, uncaſineſs, and bearings-down, 
which they often created, ihe had ſtrong appre- 
henſious of not going her full time; notwith— 
flanding which, ſhe compleated her reckoning, 
and was taken in labour in the afternoon of the 
nineteenth of Decxusrz, 1772: the child was 
well Gtuated, the uterine orifice widely dilated, 
through which the membranes protruded in the 
form of a large ſmooth globular bag; her rup- 
ture became very large, and endued with ſo 
much ſenſibility, that ſhe complained of the 
leaſt touch from the finger ; and the labour pains 
joining with thoſe of the hernza, created the moſt 
excruciating and complicated degree of torture and 
diſtreſs; which were 1n ſome meaſure mitigated 
by the application of a ſoft cataplaſm, in which 
a drachm of firai: ed opium was diſſolved; be- 
des this, an emollient clyſter was injected, and 
the pains continuing pretty briſkly, the membranes 


broke, the head deſcended, and the delivery was 


ſoon over; but notwithlianding this, the! pain, 


ſicknels, 


ſic 
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ſickneſs, and ſoreneſs of the parts continued; a 


ſever came on; the poor woman was ſeized 
with the iliac paſſion, in which the feces were 
voided by the mouth, ſhe became delirious, and 
expired, immediately aſter a total ſuſpenſion of all 
the before-mentioned ſymptoms, in the evening 
of the fourth day. Soon after her death, the 
parts about the ſtomach and navel were obſer- 
ved to turn uncommonly black and livid: and, 
it is not improbable, that this fatal event 
might be cauſed by a mortification of the parts 
brought on by a ſtrangulation of the inteſline in 
the aperture of the peritonaum, 


CASE 
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CASE LXXV. 


Sax fourteenth of Mar, 1773. I delivered 
a young woman of her firſt child, who had been 
afflited with a bubonocele from her infancy ; be- 
fore the was with child, ſhe informed me, that 
ſhe could eaſily return it with her hand, and 
wore a truſs to keep it from relapſing, and that 
the tumor would at any time ſubſide upon her 
lying down; but as ſhe proceeded in her preg- 
nancy, it became more and more troublefome, 
and was ſo tender, that ſhe was not able any 
longer to bear the preſſure of a truſs; the inteſ- 
ties came down below. the labia pudendi the 
parts were red and much inflamed, made great 
ichflance to the touch, and, upon the acceſhon 
of every ſteſh pain, ſhe deſcribed it, ſo full, as 


to be ready to burfl; ſhe was hot and teſtleſs, 
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complained of thirſt, and had a very ſtrong 


pulſe; the pains were flight and tranſitory, with 
a diſcharge of mucus from the vagina and os 
tincæ; and as ſhe was at the full period of gel- 
tation, there was no doubt of theſe ſymptoms 
being the true preſages of her labour: I judged 
it right to take away tix ounces of blood from 
her arm, and ſoon alter to admiuiſter a [alive 
draught, with fifreen drops of the Hundt the- 
baica. I directed the ſwelled paris to be fre- 
quently fomented with warm milk, in which the 
leaves of marſhmallows had been boiled, and a 
compreſs dipt in the ſame, to be couſtantly ap- 
plied thereto ; the os tance dilated remarkably flow, 
which indeed is generally the cafe in firſt lahouis, 
more than in ſuccceding ones. By the precan- 
tions I had taken, the ruſture was rendered 
leſs troubleſome; for althouga the pains had 
increaſed in force, no additional unealineſs was 
complained of from that part, and the child was 
born wich the aſſiſtance of the natural eſſorts: 
almoſt immediately after her delivery, the tumor 
entirely ſubſided ; but upon her getting about. 


deſcerged 
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deſcended again, ſo as to require the aſſiſtance 
of a truſs, which, in her next pregnancy, ſhe 
was again obliged to lay aſide: and in the labour 
of her ſecond child, the os tincæ dilated in a 
fourth part of the time which it had done before; 
the hernia was ſupported by the hand of an aſſiſ. 
tant, during a pain, and ſhe felt no inconveni- 
ency whatever {rom it, till ſhe was recovered, 
and able to walk about as uſual ; but even then, 
ſhe could, at times, go whole weeks together 
vwichout the leaſt uſe of the truſs: fince her laſt 
labour, which happened before any aſſiſtance 
could arrive, ſhe has been ſo little ſubject to this 
complaint, as to have no occaſion to wear a truſs 


at all. 
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CASE LXXVI. 
A DEFORMED woman, of a ſmall ſize, 
and weakly conflitution, in the ſixth month of 
pregnancy, conſulted a ſurgeon concerning a tu- 
mor ſcated in the middle of the abdomen, which 
had been conſiderably increaſed by a cough, to 
which ſhe had been long ſubjet. The perſon 
ſhe applied to, having but little experience in 
theſe matters, at firſt applied a large plaiſter of 
the emplaſt. diachyl. cum gummi, and afterwards a 
poultice of fenugreek and flour; giving it, as 
his opinion, that the ſwelling would come to a 
head, and break; but, as neither thoſe applica- 
tions agreed with the diforder, nor his opinion 
was ſufficiently ſatis factory to the patient, ſhe 
thought proper to conſult me: and upon exa- 
mination, I diſcovered ſrom the inequality of the 
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integuments more in one part than another, the 
tumor to be a hernia ventralis : and upon being 
preſſed with the hand, the protruding parts re- 
ceded into the abdomen, but returned again as 
ſoon as the preſſure was taken off, By way of 
temporary relief, I recommended ſuch a degree ol 
preſſure with compreſs and girdle, as might at all 
times be moſt conſiſtent with the eaſe of the pa- 
tient ; at the ſame time for the cough, I took 
away a {mall quantity of blood, and directed the 
belly to be kept open with the ule of the ol. r:crn ; 
but the cough becoming more frequent, I applied 
2 bliler between the ſhoulders, and had recourſe 
to opiates; by which means ſhe procured much 
relief. The patient had entertained difagreeable 
ideas of her complaint; whict. I removed, by 
aſſuring her, that it was far from incurable, 
and that aſter delivery it would moſt probably 


give her little or no farther unealinels. * 


* Her diſtorted make was not the beſt preſage of a 
happy labour; but not to diſtreſs her mind with 
anticipated terrors, I related to her ſome in- 
ſtances, within my own knowledge, of women, 

* For women, who, g>:withſtanding their deſormitics, have had very 


god labuurs, vide Cates 90, 91, & 2. : 
whole 


yea, os 
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0 whoſe ſhape and form were nearly ſimilar to her | 
g on, who had experienced no particular diffi- 
5 culties at the time of labour. The cough was 
5 abated ; the girdle and compreſs were continu- ; 
zf ally worn, and tlie hernia- much leſs trouble- 
of ſome than uſual, and ſhe arrived at tbe full 
Il! term of her reckoning : being taken in labour in 
a- the aſternoon of the 29th of Jury, 1775, and 
ok ſoon after I was ſent for to attend her, the pains 
he were weak and tranſitory; the os tince was very 
Th high up, moiſt, and beginning to dilate; for the 
ed ſpace of twelve hours I found but little diffe- 
r(e rence: at length, however, the pains increaſed; 
ich the uterine orifice began to ſpread, the membranes 
ble broke, and at a very remote diſtance, I could juſt 


by touch ſome part of the head: after undergoing 
ble, a ſeries of ſevere pains, in which ſhe com- 
bly Y plained but little of the hernia, and finding the 
head not in the leaſt lower than it was, nor at all 

ofa | prefled down by the pains, I deſired ſhe would 
vith Y looſen the girdle as much as poſſible, and reflect- 
"E ing, that women of her unfortunate form, could 

nen, | afliſt themſelves better in a ſtanding than a lying 
aver} poſition; I adviſed her-to walk about the room, 
Wie. E and 
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1301 
and in the inſtant of pain, lean over the back of a 
low chair, which ſhe readily complied with; and, 
notwithſtanding ſome additional uneaſineſs from 
the hernia, at every pain, accompanied this mode 
of treatment, I had the ſatisfaQtion to perceive a 
gradual deſcenſion of the head take place; which 
agreeable diſcovery I did not fail to communi- 
cate as. an encouragement to the patient : after a 
few pains, the head was advanced fo low, as to 
render a recumbent poſture on the bed the moſt 
fafe and neceſſary, and in a little time after- 
wards ſhe was delivered of a fine hearty chid; 
I had at firſt ſome trouble in bringing away 
the placenta, but it came away eaſy at laſt, and 1 
left the woman in a very good condition; the 
hernia entirely ſubſided ſoon after the delivery, 
and its contents were retained in the abdomen ; 
nevertheleſs, I adviſed the girdle and compreſs 
to be continued ; but upon her recovery, find- 
ing no kind of incpnveniency from the rup- 
ture, ſhe entirely 4 them aſide, and found no 
neceſſity to uſe them again, till her next preg- 
nancy renewed the complaint, and made their 


re- application neceſſary, CASE 
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CASE LXXVII. 


F OR the following four cafes, I am indebted 
to a Gentleman, late in the practice of Surcery 
and Mipwirrgr, with whoſe abilities, as well 
as veracity, I had many opportunities of being 
acquainted, In the month of Seeremes, 1766, 
he was ſent for to a woman, of a naturally thin, 
lax, and nervous habit, and who had long been 
ſubject to a ventral hernia ; ſhe was in the laſt 
month of her pregnaney, and the day before he 
was applied to, had fallen from a chair, on which 
ſhe Rood, with an endeavour to reach a book 
from an high ſhelf; the ventral hernia fubfided, 

in conſequence of a blow ſhe received from the 

fall; by which, ſhe at firſt imagined, ſhe had 
received little or no hurt; but in a few hours 
after was ſuddenly feized with a violent bear- 


E 2 ing- 


ED 
ing-down, pain, and cry'd out, that her child 
was come into the world; which was, in fact, 
a ſudden hernia of the uterus quite through the 
05 exlernum: in this perilous and alarming ſitua— 
tion, ſhe was vilited by an ignorant woman mid- 
wile, by no means equal to any part of the 
function in which ſhe was employed; who, wich 
much frivolous ſelf- importance, aſſured the pa- 
tient that all would be well over as ſoon as 
the pains became ſtronger, but that ſhe muſt 
not lay down upon the bed on any account ; 
and that it was nothing but her rupture that 
had come down before the child, which would 
ſoon follow; but no pain, farther than one 
continued . anxiety and uneaſineſs coming on, 
a ulerine hamorrhage beginning, and the wo- 
man growing very faint, her relations ſaw 


the neceſſity of ſuperior advice, and ſent away 


with all expedition for the above-mentioned | 


Practitioner, who was luckily - diſengaged, and 
gave his aitcndance inilantly; he immediately 
preferred an horizontal ſituation, and the woman 


being laid down upon her left fide on a bed, 


he 


E 86-1 


he examined, and diſcovered an entire her- 


nia of the uterus, and both that and the 
child hanging down to ſome diſtance below the 
pudenda ; the laboured under all the ſymptoms 
of in!/e/linal and epiploic hernia; the uterine ori- 
fice was ſituated in an oblique direction, and fo 
very high up, that he could but juſt reach it 
with his finger in the, vagina; the edges of it he 
perceived were very thin, and capable of no great 
reſiſtance; and as the ſituation of the patient 
was full of danger, and the ſolicitude of her 
friends inexpreſſibly great, he gradually diſ- 
tended the os tincæ, gained admiſſion for his 
hand, broke the membranes, and found the ſeet 
preſenting, which he took hold of, and care- 
fully extracted, and afterwards delivered the 


child; taking care, as much as poſſible, to ſup- 


port the inferior part of the wterus, in ſuch a 


manner, that it might not receive any injury 
from its own as well as the child's preternatural 
ſituation: thus was the delivery performed, and 
ſoon after the uterus reduced: which he obſerves, 
its own contraQions greatly contributed to faci- 
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litate, he had che ſatis faction to find the woman 
and child recover beyond his expectations. We 
may rely on the teſtimony of Mavniceav for a 
caſe, where the uterus in a ventral hernia was 
protruded, along with the inteſtines above the 
belly, and contained in a tumor of a very extra- 
ordinary ſize. The woman, however, he tells 
us, was brought to-bed at the expiration of her 
term, without any thing more than the common 
aſſiſtance. -La Morr has given us ſeveral 
caſes of various kinds, and related the particu- 
lar embarraſſments which attended them, during 
pParturition. Vide chap. 6. obſ. 319, 320, 321, 
322, & 323. And in his following obſervation, 
he recites the caſe of a woman, in a preternatu- 
ral labour, whoſe uterus and child hung down 
pendulous, like a bag, to the middle of her 
thighs ; but whom, notwithſtanding, he ſaſely 
delivered, and ſhe recovered beyond his expeda- 
tions, — Ruyscx mentions a caſe, where the 
hernia, though prolapſed as low as the knee, was 
reduced by the midwife before delivery; which 


was aſterwards ſaſely performed, and the woman 
had a good recovery. CASE 


W 


( 535 J 


CASE LXXVIII. 


Tur ſame Practitioner was deſired to go 
to the aſſiſtance of a Gentlewoman, who had 
been nearly a week in labour; ſhe was at- 
tended by two Gentlemen of the profeſſion ; 
the firſt of whom was called on the third 
day ; after a midwife had informed him, that 
the patient had borne four children, whoſe 
births had all been eaſy and natural; that about 
ſix weeks before the commencement of her 
labour, ſhe had unfortunately flipped down 
ſtairs, and received a violent blow on the left 
fide of her belly; that, upon being taken up, 
ſhe exclaimed, that ſomething had given way, 
and broke within her; and from that time ſhe 
had almoſt continually complained of an acute 
pain in the hyþogaſtric region: this was the ac- 
count which he had received from the midwife. 
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He farther informed him, that on his arri+ 
val, he ſound the uterine orifice ſomewhat di- 


lated, the membranes broke, and the pains 


weak and diſtant; ſhe complained of nauſea, 


vomiting, and a fixt uneaſineſs in the hh ic 


region; he gave her an opiate, and as ſhe had 


had no flopl for two days, ordered an emol- 


lient clyſter: upon being called again, the next 
day, he found the os tice ſomething more 
dilated ; the labour pains were rather ſtronger 
and more frequent, and the pain about the os 
ſacrum and hypogaſtric region much increaſed; ſhe 
vomited often, the pulſe was low and quick, the 
head not in the leaſt advanced into the pelvrs, 
ſcarcely to be felt, and leemed to recede, rather 
than to protrude in time of a pain; extreme 
weakneſs ſoon afterwards enſucd; ſhe could not 
lie down without the moſt intenſe pain; a pol- 
ture, between ſetting and lying was propoſed; 
but even that was ſo very painful, that ſhe had 
not the leaſt eaſe, and was obliged to be got up 


right again, which was only a momentary relief. 


Another Practitioner was called in, who finding 


things 
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things in this deſperate ſituation ; the patient en- 
ſeebled and ſinking, and great dejeQion prevail. 
ing over the friends and attendants ; it was a- 
greed, that the author of this caſe might be ſent 
for, which was accordingly done ; he deſcribes 
the patient under much loſs of exertion, the ſæ- 
tus very high up, and receding from the touch; 


the woman continually racked with pain in the 


abdomen and about the os ſacrum, without the 


leaſt intermiſſion; flooding, often vomiting, 


ſcarcely ſenſible, and voiding her urine involun- 


tarily : in this diſtreſſing criſis, with the concur- 


rence of the other Gentlemen, the delivery was 


tketed with as much expedition as poſhble, by 


urning the ſgtus, and extracting it by the feet; 
he child was very livid and black, and appeared 
o have been a long time dead. Soon after the 
delivery the pulſe ſunk, vomiting, hiccup, and 


onvulſions came on; and notwithſtanding every 


_ 


oſſible means was uſed to fave the patient, ſhe - 


aving obtained leave of her friends, the Gen- 


lemen concerned in the caſe, proceeded to open 


the 


lied delirious on the third day after her delivery. 
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the body; and upon making an inciſion through 
the integuments of the abdomen, a bloody diſ- 
charge of a very fetid ſmell iſſued from the 
opening ; the omentum contained a quantity of 
furulent matter, was black and gangrenous; 
the ſtomach was diſtended and inflamed; the in- 
teſtines were ſwelled and inflated; great part of 
the peritoneum bore a very morbid appearance, 
was greatly diſcoloured ; in ſome places covered 
with hydatids, and wholly ſeparated from the 
ulerus, which contained a great quantity of ex- 
travaſated blood and fetid coagula, and was 
ſound ruptured in its cavity next to the internal 


orzfice, and within an inch of its edges to the 


breadth of nearly four inches; the body of the 


uterus was much leſs diſcoloured than the collum 
uteri, which had a very black and gangrenous 
appearance; the bladder was not in the leaſt at- 
fected; nor did any morbid appearances prevail 
over the ligaments of the uterus, the ovaria, or 
fallopiam tubes: as the ſymptoms, which imme- 


diately came on after the accident were highly 


characteriſtic of the injury done to the uterus, 
there 


there appears every degree of reaſon to aſcribe 


this fatal event ſolely to the violence of the fall, 
All writers agree, that the rupture of the 
womb, is one of the moſt deplorable occurrences 
which happen in labour; becauſe ſuch caſes 
are generally fatal both to mother and child. 
Inſtances, however, are not wanting of women 
who haye ſurvived this terrible accident: and 
AsTrUc mentions one, of a woman, at Trous- 
LousE, in Fraxce, who carried a child in the 
cavity of her belly for twenty-five years, which 
had opened itſelf a paſſage in a bad labour, by 
rupturing the womb, as appeared on opening 
the woman after her death, — In the Medical 
Commentaries, vol. vi. p. 12g. we meet with 
no leſs than five caſes of different labours, in 
all of which ruptures of the uterus occurred; 
in ſome of them, our author (Mr. Joux Stz1- 
DELE, Surgeon of Vienna) was immediately 
concerned as a Practitioner in Minwirzav; the 
others were communicated to him by friends 
and acquaintance, In the firſt of theſe caſes, 
he gives a particular detail of all the ſymp- 

toms 


10 


toms attending his patients, which are generally 


conſequent upon a ruptured uterus ; the violent 


pain in the region of the os ſacrum, he ſays, had 
continued without interruption, till a ſudden 
cracking noiſe had been obſerved, even by the 
by-ſtanders; and that immediately upon this 
the pains had abated, but a very conſiderable 
hemorrhage occurred from the vagina; the 
head of the child, which had before continued 
to preſent, could not now be diſcovered, and 
the woman being in a deſperate ſituation, he 
thought it adviſeable to effect a delivery imme- 
diately by the feet, which was accordingly done, 
the child being dead; but as it did not appear 
to have been long ſo, ſome attempts were made 
for its recovery, tho' without efſe&, Our author 
ſurther tells us, that nothing was omitted, that 
could, with any probability, be of ſervice to 
the mother; but no relief being obtained, ſhe ſur- 
vived to the twelſth day only after her delivery : 
he then proceeds to deſcribe the appearances of 
the ſtomach, inteſtines, omentum, and parts con- 


tiguous: and adds, that the cavity of the uterus 


contained 


te? 


erus 


ned 
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contained a quantity of black putrid blood; 
that the body of the uterus itſelf, near to the 
ruptured parts was gangrenous; but that the 
peritoneum covering that viſcus was not in any 
degree altefed. — The ſecond caſe he relates, 
was communicated to him by Mr. CranTz; 
a woman having died in the courſe of a tedious 
labour; the Cæſarian operation was performed 
ſoon after her death, when the uterus was found 
ruptured to ſuch an extent, as to admit of the 
body of the fetus, being almoſt wholly protruded 
into the cavity of the abdomen : the only circum- 
ſtance, which occurred on dilleftion, as the 
cauſe of the rupture of the uterus, was the ſize of 
the /eius, which was much larger than uſual ; 
and from the account given by the midwife 
who attended, it had probably preſented in a pre- 
ternalural direction. The third and fourth Caſes, 


we are informed, occurred to Mr. LEEMAChER, 


of Viexna; the Cafjarian operation was in 
both performed, ſoon after the death of the 
mothers: but it is not faid, Whether either of 


the children were faved: a very conciſe and 


diſtinct 


( 62 ] 

diſtinct account is given of the different circtin- 
flances, which happened in the fifth caſe, by 
Mr. Srrinete; to which the reader is reſerred: 
and, I ſhall only obſerve, that in the five caſes 
here rclated by our author, the ruptures all 
occurred in different fituations of the uterus; 
from which he very reaſonably infers that every 
part of that viſcus is equally liable to be rup- 
tured, 


CASE 


CASE LXXIX. 


Ik all the diſorders of the ſoft parts, which 
have rendered labours difficult, no one ſo ſel- 
dom occurs, or has bcen taken leſs notice of by 
writers in Mipwirexy, as the ſwelling of one 
of the labia, to ſuch an exceſſive degree, as to 
give moſt exquiſite pain to the patient, and much 
trouble before the birth of the child: in the 
courſe of a long and extenſive practice, I never 
met with an inſtance of it; but I can rely on 
the teſtimony of the Gentleman, to whom TI 
owe the two preceding communications, for 
a caſe of this kind, which occurred to him on 
the 29th of Jux, 1772; early in the morn- 
ing of which day, he was called to the aſſiſtance 
of a woman in labour of her firſt child; {he 


had been attended by a midwiſe for the whole of 
the 
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the two preceding days and nights: upon enqui- 
ring into the caſe, he was told, that her pains 
had been very ſharp and ſtrong for many hours 
together ; that the membrancs burſt at eleven 
o'clock the night before; arid the waters from 
that time had continued to come away with (0 
much blood, as to make the patient very faint 
and low: he was alſo privately informed, by the 
midwife, that a part of the child, or aſter-birch, 
which felt ſoft and fleſhy, was come down, and 
puſhed forward in a pain, but could not be de- 
livered. He found the woman in a weak and 
dejeted ſtate: and, upon examination, diſco- 
vered a tumor of an uncommon ſize, ſoſt, large, 
and covering the whole of the external orifice; 
by carrying his finger round the tumor, he got 
admittance to the os cxlernum, which was much 
diſtended, and the head preſſing cloſely down 
upon it; he had at firſt taken this ſwelling for 
an hernia; but upon enquiry was informed, 
that the patient had never perceived tlie leaſt cn- 


largement before her labour commenced; and 


that ſoon afterwards ſhe found a gradual increaſe 
of 
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of ſize, which gave her exceſſive pain, till the 


tumor burſt, and diſcharged its contents, when 
the pain abated, and ſhe was eaſier: upon in- 
ſpecting the parts, he found the ſwelling entirely 
confined to the left labium pudendi, and that the 
bleeding had entirely proceeded from the aper- 
ture of the part which had burſt; not appre- 
hending any danger from this diſcharge, in a 
part, where no conſiderable blood veſſels could 
be ruptured, he was not in the leaſt alarmed, 
but recommended the patient to be liberally ſup- 
ported with nouriſhnient; a poultice of bread 
and milk, ſoftened with the unguentum flor. ſam- 
buct, to be inimediately applied to the parts; and 
after adminiſtering thirty drops of the tinfura 
thebaica, in a cupful of tea, adviſed patience, as 
the only remedy to bring matters to a ſaſe and hap- 
Py iſſue ; the patient ſoon got ſome refreſhing reſt, 
which ſhe ſtood in very great need of; the poul- 
tice was renewed; the pulſe became ſtronger; 
the ſwelling diminiſhed ; the kemorrhage was too 
trilling to be conſidered as a matter of any con- 
ſequence; the head flowly, though gradually 


advanced, 
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advanced, and in twelve hours from his firſt at- 
tendance the patient was ſafely delivered: ſoon after 
which, the parts were fomented with warm milk 
and water, dreſſed with a digeſtive for a few days; 
at length healed without any farther trouble, and 
the patient had a tolerable good recovery. There 
is ſometimes a contuſion of one or both of the 
labia magna in natural births; probably owing 
to the great diſtenſion of the os externum, in re- 
ceding from the preſſure in the paſſage of the 
child's head; ſo that ſome of the ſmaller veſ- 
ſels may be ruptured, and an ecchymoſis enſues : 
two inſtances of this kind, we meet with in the 
fifth volume of The Lox DON Medical Obſerva- 
tions, as related by Dr. Maczrxrvs, of Duzum; 
which were both after delivery: and Dr. Rozert 
MartrLand, of EninsuRGn, in the Medical 
Commentaries, vol. vi. p. 85, deſcribes a caſe 
in many reſpects ſimilar to the above: with this 
difference only, that the hemorrhage was more 
violent, and the tumor felt to the touch, like the 


membranes of the ſætus, when far protruded, 
before they break in delivery: the tumor, he 
| tells 


f 67 J 


tells us, ſpread itſelf all over the mouth of the 


vagina, and was nearly as large as the head of a 
new born child; and the inſide of the labium was 
turned ſo much outwards, that on the firſt ap- 
plication of the hand, the ſkin and hair of the 
parts were not at all felt; in ſhort, he ſays, on 
the ſurface, there was no mark whereby to diſtiu- 
guiſh it from the protruded membranes; and he is 
apt to ſuſpe@, that the midwife had, in reality 
fallen into this miſtake ; and that the opening into 
it, which he then diſcoveted, had been made by 
her on that ſuppoſition : this opening was big 
enough to admit his middle finger, and from thence 
the diſcharge of blood had evidently proceed- 
ed; his advice was, to wait patiently for the de- 
livery; when he imagined the ſwelling would 
ſubſide: he therefore ordered the patts to be ſo- 
mented with a ſtrong infuſion of chamomile flow- 
ars, and in the intervals of the fomentation a 
warm cloth was conſtantly applied over them: 
the birth, he ſays, advanced with a gradual, tho 
flow progreſs, and before night the ſize of the 
ſwelling was confiderably diminiſhed; the flow 
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of pure blood had ſtopt, and only clots continued 


from time to time coming away; the next day 
the patient was delivered, and gn three hours 
aſter that the tumor had very much ſubſided ; 
and he ordered the ſame applications to be 
continued: on the day after her delivery ſhe 
had an incontinence of urine, complained 
much of pain in the bottom of her belly ; 
and he diſcovered, that in the birth, the peri- 
num had been lacerated almoſt quite to the 
anus, though it had eſcaped the obſervation of 
the midwife who had delivered her; the ſwelling 
was almoſt quite gone, and only diſcharged a 
ſmall quantity of purulent matter from the edges 
of the orifice; the parts were waſhed frequently 
with milk and water, and the lacerated perineum 
dreſſed with unguent. baſil. fav. the diſcharge, 
which was at firſt extremely offenſive, ſoon be- 
came leſs ſo, and diminiſhed in quantity; the in- 


continence of urine only continued two or three 


days, and the patient had a very good recovery : 
after finding that the ſwell:ng was confined to one 
of the labia pudendt : our ingenious author avers, 

that 
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that he ſuſpected it to be a hernia; but upon 
being informed that the patient had never 
known any ſuch complaint, prior to her la- 
bour, this ſuppoſition was not probable ; and 
upon introducing his finger into the opening, 
he was ſoon convinced that there was nothing 
contained in it but coagulated blood: it would 
ſeem, ſays he, that by the preſſure of the 
child's head, and the violent ſtretching of the 
parts, during the labour-pains, ſome of the 
ſmall blood veſſels had been burſt, and had de- 
polited a quantity of blood in the cellular mem- 
brane, which is interpoſed betwixt the doublings 
of the ſkin that form the labia pudendi; that this 
is the nature of the ſwelling, appears more pro- 
bable, when we compare it to the hamorrhoids, 
which it exactly reſembles: and I am perſuad- 
ed, continues he, that the ſame aſtringent ap- 
plications, which are proper in them would, 
likewiſe in this caſe, be the beſt remedies : in 
regard to the orifice, which we have con- 
jectured to have been made by the midwife, it 
muſt be allowed, that the ſwelling might 

F 3 have 


E 


have burſt of its own accord; yet he is inclined 


to think otherwiſe, from its having happened be- 
fore the internal lining of the vagina, (a firm 
compact membrane) could in all probability 
have given way, and from the great difficulty 
there was of diſtinguiſhing the ſwelling from the 
ſurface of the protruded membranes. He pur- 
poſely avoids ſaying any thing af the inconti- 
nence of the urine, or the laceration of the pe- 
rincum; as accidents not uncommon in labo- 
rious caſes; nor would an account of them con- 
tribute to the right underſtanding of the ſwelling, 
which alone he meant to deſcribe, 


In this diſeaſe of the labia magna in time of 
labour, we find, in general, that the ſwelling 
gradually increaſes to ſuch a degree, as to give 
exceſſive pain; and, at length, when the tumor 
burſts, the pain immediately abates, 


CASE 
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CASE LXXX. 


From the ſame ſource of intelligence as the 
three preceding hiſtories, I derive the ſubſequent 
caſe of a young Lady, of an irritable and deli- 
cate habit; who, in a ſhort time after mar- 
riage, was attacked with frequent retchings and 
ſickneſs, particularly of a morning; ſhe loathed 
her food, loſt her appetite, and was ſometimes 
ſeized with a vertigo, was often drowſy, and la- 
boured under pain and tenſion in her breaſts ; theſe 
complaints were looked upon by her female ac- 
quaintance as the ſureſt indications of pregnancy; 
but their opinion was much ſtaggered by the ap- 
pearance of her menſes: a circumſtance which 
had never before attended her; this diſcharge 
ſhe had firſt experienced on the firſt of Marcn, 
1773; again on the 27th of the ſame month; 


F 4 and 
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and a third time, on the 24th of Argit: in this 
ſtate of the caſe, by the advice of her friends, ſhe 
had recourſe to the Gentleman, to whom I am 
obliged for this information ; who feeling the os 
tincæ high at the brim of the pelvis, and the womb, 
as he deſcribes it, rather poixing on the end of 
his finger, determined him to pronounce her in 


a ſlate of pregnancy; finding her of a lax habit, 


he preſcribed tonics to brace her nerves ; for- 
bade her diinking much tea, to which ſhe 
had been too partial; adviſed a looſe ſy ſtem of 
dreſs, the greateſt eaſe of body, and a nou- 
riſhing balſamic diet, At the next monthly pe- 
riod, the men ſes flowed again; but now the uterus 
began to riſe above the Vmphiſis of the-pubes, 
and the motion of the fetus became ſo evident, 
that not the leaſt doubt remained of the caſe ; 
ſhe continued to menſlruate to the full end of 
her term; when, aſter an eaſy natural labour of a 
few hours, ſhe was delivered of a ſmall child, much 
more healthy and ſtrong than could have been ex- 
peed: but what was very extraordinary, ſhe ne- 
ver afterwards either conceived or menſtruated, yet 


enjoyed 
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enjoyed a tolerable ſhare of health. In the firſt 
claſs of diſorders which attend pregnancy, there 


is not a more certain criterion of that ſtate, than 
the obſtruction of the menſes; yet it may become a 
very difficult point in Mipwirkxr, to aſcertain the 
pregnancy by this rule alone: and we find by the 
foregoing caſe, that even the appearance of them, 
aſter conception, is not a certain ſign to the con- 
trary ; therefore, to decide by the touch, muſt 
at all times be the moſt preferable method, as 
the leaſt liable to error, —DaveNnTER has related 
an exception to the general rule of aſcertaining 
impregnation by the obſtruction of the menſes. 
in the very ſingular caſe of a woman who had 
never her courſes before the child was concei- 
ved ; but that afterwards, even to her delivery, 
they flowed at regular and ſet times; after ſhe 
was brought to-bed, they flowed again till her 
next conception; and then they flowed, and left 
off as before, till ſhe had bore all her children; 
ſo that there was no more certain ſigns of her 
conception than the rcturns of her courſes, and 
yet ſhe was in perſect health. 

CASE 


CASE LXXXI. * 


COMMUNICATED 


IN A LETTER TO THE LATE 
DR. COLIN MACKENZIE, 


„ MARCH 24, 1769. 
« DEAR SIR, 


a Ax uncommon occurrence in 
* practice which never befare fell to my ſhare, 
„ induces me to trouble you with the circum- 
« ſlances attending on it; which are as follow: 
A perſon, in the practice of Mipwiresy, 
„was ſent for to a young woman in labour 


of her firſt child; it was a preternatural caſe; 


the feet preſenting, violence and hurry were 
* uſed; the body was deliyered with much diff: 


* culty; 


© HE 


1 culty; and by being pulled with too great a 


degree of force, was ſeparated from the head, 
# which was left ſticking in the pelvis; this ſo 
„% much alarmed and terrified the attendants, 
that it was thought expedient to call in farther 
aſſiſtance, I was ſent for: and in about fix 
« hours after the accident happened I arrived at 


„ the houſe, which was a ſcene of tumult and 


* confuſion ; the accoucheur ſtood reproached from | 


all quarters, his knowledge was called in queſ- 
tion, and his practice cenſured ; whilſt he al- 
ledged jn his own behalf, that what he had done, 
as intended for the beſt, as the child had been 
long ſince dead: an aſſertion however, which I 
found gained but little credit from the bye- 
in 7 flanders ; having fallen in the eſleem of whom, 


re. . and loſt the confidence of the patient, he had 


m . been denied any endeavours to deliver the head: 


3 . his ſituation was truly embarraſſing, and requi- 
. red conſolation; although his deportment to 

f 
5 me at firſt was not the moſt gentle, yet rellect- 


ſe; I. 

Wy 'ing how much he had had to ruffle his tem- 
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per, and diſquiet his mind, I paſſed it over in 
«ſilent pity; aſſured him, I wiſhed not to take 


the leaſt advantage of his unlucky ſituation, 
„which might have happened to any one; that 
I begged we might look upon it as one com: 
* mon cauſe, in which we were both embarked; 7 


* and in conjunction endeavour to finiſh the 


buſineſs with ſafety to the patient, and fatif- = 
faction to the company; the woman had loſ og 
but little blood, yet was very faint, and ſuf. . 

| 1 


« fered much anxiety of mind; there had been 


* an entire ceſſation of labour pains for ſome 
* time: I gave her all the encouragement in 
% my power, aud upon examining, found the 
„head in the vagina at the bottom of the 
* helvis; one ear of the child being under the 
* ramus of the iſchium, determined the ſitus 
tion of the head: I therefore propoſed the ul . 
of the forceps, which was approved of; and, 
the patient being placed on her left ſide, ne 


che edge of the bed; having lubricated on 


* blade, I carefally conduQed it between tht „Ca 
* head of the child, and the hand previouſly in hac 
„a m 


* troduced: the ſecond blade of the forceps 
66 applic 


EN 


wh applied in the ſame cautious manner, and ha- 
. « ving locked them, began gently to extract, by 
ho „intervals inclining the handles to the abdomen, 
com © till the head began to extend the external ori- 


hd « fice; then ſupporting the perineum to prevent 


the 
Cari minutes entirely effected the delivery; the pla- 
1 lof cent was extracted very gently to prevent 


ful. „ flooding: and the patient continues in a fair 


* way of recovery. I am, &c". 


THE ANSWER. 


« DEAR SIR, 


" I AM obliged to you for the 
F © Caſe, in which the head was left in the vagina ; 
„had it been in the uterus, embarraſſments of 
%a more alarming nature, than thoſe which you 


r encoun- 


its being lacerated. within the ſpace of twenty 
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© encounteted, might have followed, and it 
„ might have been found difficult io aſcertain the 


© head's ſituation; in which caſe, the forceps, 
« of either ſort, would perhaps have proved 
« inſufficient, and the crotchet or nature muſt 
ultimately have done the buſineſs, I had 
* lately a caſe of the head's being left behind in 
the uterus; many unſucceſsful attempts had 
been made to deliver it; the danger of the pa- 
* tient made its diſlodgment abſolutely neceſſary; 
] paſſed one hand pretty high up, and the ver- 
ex being brought downwards, and the head 
« preſſed upon firmly by the hands of an afliſt- 
ant, the crotchet was introduced within fide 
my hand, turned and fixt in the head immedi- 
ate ly above the left temporal bone; my other 
„ hand being paſſed up on the oppoſite fide as an 
* antagoniſt to the crotchet, and the fingers hook- 
ed in the mouth, the head was brought thro 
the pelvis without any very great difficulty: 
vou will pleaſe to obſerve, however, that had 
„the dimenſions of the head been larger, it 


„ might have proved a much more arduous taſk, 
66 and 
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« and the head muſt have been brought through 


* the pelvis with greater mechanical obſervation. 


„ commend you for entering into no. conteſt 


« with the Practitioner who was firſt ſent for ; 
„ for the beſt may err: his want of judgment 
« was a great misfortune both to the patient and 
„ himſelf, and may afford us a uſeful leſſon un- 
der ſimilar occurrences: various tire a tiles, 
* nets, nooſes, &c. have been invented for ex- 
* traſting the head, when thus ſeparated and 
„left; but, I truſt, and believe, that the for- 
4 ceps, hook, or crotchet, will, in this exi- 
« gency, ever have the preference. 


© Yours, Tc." 


CASE 


CASE LXXXII. 


Ix the two preceding Caſes, we may obſerve, 
that it was found expedient to accompliſh the deli- 
very, by extracting the head with the forceps 
and crotchet; but there are many inſtances 
wherein the head has been entirely ſeparated 
from the body by the violence of the force uſed, 
or from the putrified ſtate of the fetus, and aſter- 
wards expelled by the action of the uterus, 
without any ill conſequence to the mother. A 
woman in this town, named CrHarMan, remark- 
able for unfortunate labours, was attended by a 
Man Mrvwire, of MaipsToxE; in the month of 


Joxe, 1759; who, after waiting with her a con- 


ſiderable time, and finding a wrong preſentation, 
judged it proper to tura the child, which with 
much difficulty he effected, brought down the 
ſect, 
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ſeet, and delivered to the head; in extracting of 


which it ſeparated at the vertebræ colli, and was 
left in the werus till the eighth day afterwards, 
when it began to come away in a diſſolved and 


highly putrid ſtate, During the whole time of 


its retention, the woman ſuffered exceedingly by 


ſickneſs and nauſea; from which ſhe was never 
totally relieved, till the whole of the remaining 
ſubſtance was expelled from the uterus. She 
nad not felt the child for ſeveral days, and 
had complained of coldneſs and a heavy 1u- 
mor, gravitating in her belly; and from the 
marks of putreſaction, which appeared on the 
body of the child when delivered, it was plain 
that it had been dead for ſome time, 


CASE 


CASE LXXXIE. 


Ox the 2d of AvevsT, 1768, I was ſent 
for to Er1zaveThH BRN ES, a poor woman, of 
the pariſh of WaTtrixNGBuRY; ſhe was naturally 
of a weakly conſtitution, and had always been 
ſubject to tedious and difficult labours: upon 
the breaking of the membranes the feet preſented, 
which the midwife laid hold of, and without 
paying any regard to the return of pains, in a 
violent and haſty manner pulled and brought 
down the child, ſo that the body was protruded; 
but the head ſticking in the vagina, ſhe had 
made ſeveral efforts to deliver it, and with fo 
much force, that the integuments and muſcles 
had given way, and were beginning to ſeparate : 
ſhe told me the child had ſtuck at the ſhoulders, 
and that ſhc had found hard work to get the arms 


down : 


the 
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down: I wrapped the body, which was delivered 
in a cloth, and raiſing it up towards the belly of 
the mother, introduced the ſore- ſinget of my 
left hand into the mouth of the child: I then 
ordered au aſſiſtant to preſs down lightly upon 
the abdomen; and with a ſemirotatory motion, and 
at the ſame time a gently pulling force, brought 
the head to deſcend and enter the os externum; 
and then proceeding with care, and cautiouſly 
guarditig the perineum from laceration, terminas 
ted the buſineſs in a ſe minutes; the placenta 
ſeparated, and came away very eaſily; but the 
patient catching cold in the delivery was thrown 
into a fever, and did not entirely recover for ſe- 
veral months; the child did not appear to have 
been long dead, and would moſt probably have 
been born alive, liad a more judicious method 
ff delivery been at firſt adopted, —I have deli- 
ered this woman twice fince, and in both cafes 


he children preſented wrong. 
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CASE LXXXIV. 


I HE wife of a poor man, named Stuuoss, 
was taken in labour on the 29th of Novenrr, 


1774 ; ſoon after which ſhe was attended by a 
midwife ; her pains were at firſt ſmall, and not 


forcing ; ſhe had long intervals between, and 


continued ſo for two days: ſoon after which they 


became ſtronger, and more powerful; the mem: 


branes broke, and the breech preſented, which 


was gradually puſhed forward, and the whole 


body of the child was protruded to the head 
which ſtuck faſt in the vagina, and could not be 
delivered; the midwife prudently declmed ma- 
king uſe of any great force, and ſent for me: 
five hours had elapſed before I could attend on 
the caſe; when I came, I found an entire ceſla- 
tion of labour pains, and the child in the fitua 


tion as above deſcribed ; the pulſe and counte 
nan 
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nance of the patient indicated extreme weak- 


neſs: I raiſed the child up to the belly of the 
mother, and paſſing the fore finger of my left 


hand into the mouth of the child, whoſe face 


was to the ſacrum, gently ſtrove with my hands 


to extricate the head; but was not able by any 
means to effe it, and being unwilling to exert 
ſuch force, as might endanger a ſeparation of it 
from the body, (as there was no doubt of the child's 
being dead; and the woman had borne ſeveral 
children before;) reſolved upon the uſe of the 
long cierved ſorceßs; the woman, though feeble 
and diſheartened, was ſlubborn and untoward, 
being naturally of a fretful and uneaſy diſpoſition, 
and it was with ſome difficulty, that I could 
make her ſenhble of the neceſſity there was for 
delivering the child; it was a period of muck 
embarraſſment: however, having in ſome mea- 
ſure overcome her perverſeneſs, by the beſt 
allurances I was able to give her, and recruited 
her ſpirits with ſome mulled wine, ſhe was plac d 
on her left ſide near the edge of the bed; an 
alſiflant ſupported the body and arms of the 
child, and raiſed them up encloſed in a cloth to. 


Gg the 
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the belly of the mother; who being ſupported 
by a proper number of aſſiſtants, I introduced my 
left hand along the ſace up to the ear, carefully 
paſſed up one blade of the forceps; and ſoon 
after, the ſecond, in the ſame manner as the 
firſt, on the oppoſite fide, the forceps was 
then locked; the head being large made ſome 
reſiſtance, but by exerting the power of the in- 
ſtrument gently and by intervals, the forehead 
being brought down, the handles of the forceps 
were raifed upwards, and preſently after the 
head was delivered: the child had a livid ap- 
pearance, and the ſcalp was much enlarged and 
tumefied; the placenta followed ſoon aſter the 
delivery of the head without any trouble; and 
the woman remained pretty well till the third 
day, when, from errors in her diet, and want of 
tranquillity of mind, ſhe was attacked with an 
ephemera ; of which, however, by proper manage- 
ment, ſhe ſoon got the better, and by the end of 
the month ſufficiently recovered her ſtrength to 
follow her domeſtic buſineſs as uſual : the diffi- 
culty that occurred in this caſe was from the dil- 
| proportion 
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proportion of the head, which from chin to vertex 


was nearly ſeven inches, and laterally, from temple 
to temple, four and a quarter. - Maukickau, 
when the infant's head is ſeparated from its 
body, and remains alone behind, whether be- 
cauſe of putrefaction or otherwiſe, directs the 
Surgeon immediately, without delay, whilſt the 
womb is yet open, to introduce his right hand 
to find the mouth of this head, (for there is no 
other hold) and having found it, ſays, let him put 
one or two of his fingers into it, and his thumb 
under the chin, and then, by little and little, draw 
it forward, holding it ſo by the jaw; but if 
that fails, as it often will when putrified ; then 
let him pull forth his right hand, and flide up 
his left, with which he muſt ſupport the head; 
and with the right take a narrow crotchet, 

but ſtrong, and with a ſingle branch, which he 

muſt guide along the inſide of his other hand, 

keeping the point of it towards it, for fear of 

hurting the womb; and having thus introduced 
it, let him turn it towards the head, for to ſtrike 
it into either an eye-hole, or the hole of an ear, 


G 4 or 
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or behind the head, or elſe between the ſutures, 
as he finds it moſt eaſy and convenient, and then 
draw forth the head ſo faſtened with the crotchet, 
ſtill helping to conduct it wich his left hand; 
but when he hath brought it near the paſſage, 
being ſtrongly faſtened to the crotchet, let him 
remember to draw forth his hand, that the paſ- 
ſage, being not filled with it, may be the larger 
and caſier, keeping ſtill a finger or two on the 
ſide of the head, the better to diſengage it: he 
allo recommends a ſoft fillet or linen {lip, of the 
breadih of four fingers, and the length of three 
quarters of an ell or thereabouts : this he directs 
to be put up beyond the head, ſo as to embrace 
it as a fling doth a ſtone; but this is a very 
doubtful contrivance, and not in the leaſt to be 
depended on. — G1irrarny, Caſe 69, mentions 
the delivery of a ſalus, of about fix months; 
the child was putrified, and by pulling at 
the body the head ſeparated from it, and 


xemained in the wierus: as he had no in- 


ſtruments with him, he immediately paſſed up 
| his 


Us] 
his hand into the vagina, and the ends of his 
fingers into the os internum, which he gently di- 
lated, and then puſhing them forwards in the 
uterus, tried to take hold of ſome part of the 
head; and at length, by preſſing the end of a ſin- 
ger againſt the upper part of the head, he thruſt 
it through the outer integuments (they being 
very tender) into the ſkull, and there bending it 
in the manner of a hook, cautiouſly drew the 
head forwards, and by this method fetch'd the 
head out of the uterus: in Caſe 128, he like- 
wiſe gives us an inſtance, where the child was, all 
but the head, protruded beyond the labia pudendt, 
but that ſtuck above, although the midwiſe had 
pulled fo ſtrongly, that ſhe had nearly ſeparated 


the body from the head. The occaſion of the 


child's being ſtopped at the head, he judged to 
be ſrom the face being turned upwards towards 
the os pubis, and the chin's falling over the ſaid 
bone. The midwife being ignorant, did not 
take care to turn it towards the ſpine of the mo- 


ther as the body advanced; he therefore imme- 


diately put up one hand to the head, and endea- 


voured 
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voured to move it off the os pubis, and prefs 
it more backwards into the vagina; which 
lo far ſucceeded to his wiſh, that by gently 
pulling at the ſhoulders, he brought it out in 
42 minute's time: he obſerves, that had he been 


there at the firſt falling down of the feet, 


he might very probably have ſaved the life of 


the child: and juſtly remarks, that felf-ſufhici- 
ency, joined with an idle notion, that they ſuffer 
in their character, if they ſend for a man's aſſiſt- 
ance when they meet with a difficult labour, ge- 
nerally prevents moſt midwives from ſending 
early; by which they too often endanger the 
lives both of mother and children, and give no 
ſmall trouble to the Max-Mipwirz. — Cnar- 
max relates the cafe of a child prefenting with 
its feet, which happened to flick at the head; 
and the midwife pulling hard, the neck wholly 
ſeparated from the body, and the head was leſt 
behind; he immediately paſſed his left hand into 
the womb, and taking the head in the hollow of 
Lis hand, carefully introduced the crotchet, keep- 
ing the point all the way againſt his arm, fized it 


in 
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in the head (which being of a globular figure, 
and very ſlippery, he remarks, is not to be done 
without difliculty) and ſo drew it away, dili- 
gently guarding the point of the hook, leſt it 
ſhould flip and wound the woman: he lays, that 
however, the larger the head happens to be, the 
crotchet, with due care, will deſlroy its texture, 
and extract it; but that the kniſe, which is ſo 
much recommended by Mauriceav is, in his 
opinion, a very dangerous inſtrument, nor ought 
it ever be made uſe of on this occahon.—Pucn, 
ſpeaking of the head being ſeparated from the 
body and left in the womb, defcribes it as a 
moſt melancholy circumſtance, as there is uſu- 
ally great difficulty met with in extraQting it; 
proceeding from its round figure, on which no 
hold, without the greateſt difhculty, can be 
taken, and being extremely ſlippery from the 
moiſture of the womb, There have bcen, he 
ſays, various methods propoſed by different au- 
thors for perſorming this operation, as crotchets, 
bands, nets, &c. all of which ſeem badly calcu- 
lated for ſucceſs, eſpecially with ſafety to the pa- 


tient; 
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tient: it is a caſe heowns he never met with, and 
is of opinion, that where there is proper know- 
ledge and care in the operation of turniug, be- 
lieves it never will happen to any one; but, ſor 
my own pait, I find mylelf obliged to differ 
from our ingenuous author in this reſpect, as it 
is an accident which has happened to Gentlemen 
who have derived great reputation from their 
practice, and ſrom whoſe experience the obſtetric 
art has received much acceſſion ; but ſince the 
invention of the forceps, this ſiniſter accident 
has been much leſs frequent. The Doctor in- 
forms us, that ſhould the cale happen under his 
care, the method he ſhould take would be to 
introduce his hand, and turn the head, ſo as to 
preſent in a proper natural poſture to the mouth 
of the womb, ordering a perſon at the ſame time 
to preſs externally to keep it in that ſauation, 
then he would introduce Dr. Bunrox's extrac- 
tor; and if that ſhould fail, he ſhould introduce 
his own curve crochet forceps next, with which 
he thinks he could extract it with eaſe, if the 
{ſeparation happened from putreſaction. But if it 


was from dii/p1opoxtion of fize, between the 


head 
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head and the paſſage through which it was to 
make its exit, he ſhould not attempt, he ſays, 
to extract the head before he had evacuated 
the brain, by keeping the head tight to the 


paſſage, till a large perforation was made 


with ſome proper inſtrument; and the preſſure - 


of the forceps upon the head would evacuate the 
brain, and then extract it. In the firſt of theſe 
caſes, moſt probably nature alone might be ſuffi- 
cient to do the buſineſs; but in the ſecond, the 
leſſening of the head would perhaps be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. — La Morrz, book 3, chap, 
2g. deſcribes a caſe of the head's being left 
in the uterus, the body having been deli- 
vered, and tom from it with great force: 
and in the Supplement to his Treatiſe, he has 
related an inſtance, in which another Gentle- 
man could not deliver the head which was ſepa- 
rated from the body and left in the uterus; never- 
theleſs he went to bed, and the hiſt news he 
heard in the morning was, that the head was 
delivered by the mere aſſiſlance of nature only. 
—PDr. OvLy conſiders the head ſeparated from 


the body and remaining in the womb, as a moſt 


melan- 
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melancholy circumſtance, objects to the various 
methods laid down by Maurictav for its extrac- 
tion; mentions an improvement of the writer's 1114 
vention of a purſe for this purpoſe, by Mr. A- 
MAND, a French ſurgeon ; but thinks the difficulty 
of putting the head into it, as great (if not more ſo) 
as putting it into the ſling : he conſiders the ſepara- 
tion of the head from the body, from the diſpro- 
portion of ſize between the head and the paſſage 
through which it is to make its exit; and 
when this is the caſe, ſays, the firſt thing to 
be done is to leſſen the ſize of the head (with- 
out which the moſt ingenious machine is 
trifling and inſignificant) after which there 
necds no other con:rivance than the opera- 
tor's hand to bring it away: he condemns 
the ſharp pointed knife of Mavkiceav as a 
dreadful weapon: and from the conſiderations of 
its dangerous tendency, ſuppoſes, that Außkosk 
PannE and GvittiMEAU propofe a very ſhort 
knife to be incloſed in the operator's hand, till 
intioduced into the womb; but imagines that 
they never made uſe of this inſtrument: ſor in 


the firſt place, he obferves, that it would be 
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impoſſible to introduce the hand itt a form ne- 


ceſſary to contain this knife; and were it intro- 
duced, there muſt neceſſarily be a hand quite diſ- 
engaged to find out the ſutures, and hold the 
head ſteady, to reſiſt the force of the penetrating 
inſtrument; wherefore he pronounces the ſcheme, 
if ever attempted, to have proved unſucceſs- 
ful: now, continues he, let the conſiderate 
reader reflect on the objections raiſed to the 
ſeveral methods of, and inſtruments ſor, the ex- 
traction of the head remaining in the womb ſe- 
parate from the body, I am convinced he will 
allow, that the evacuation of the brain is firſt 
neceſſary, as conducive to the performance of 
this operation; and conſequently, all the me- 
thods prior to it, as drawing it forth by the 
lower jaw, application of crotchets, ſling or 
purſe, are confuted: he will allo agree with me, 
in condemning long or ſhort knives as dangerous 
and ill contrived; therefore it now remains, 
that we ſhou:d find out ſome inſtrument more 
convenient and leſs dangerous: for which pur- 
pole, he humbly ollers the terebra occulla; of 


which he has given a particular deſcription and, 
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copper plates, page 167, in his Treatiſe of 
Mipwieery; in which inſtrument, he preſumes, 
is obviated every objection already raiſed to the 
before-mentioned inſtruments; and to confirm 
his aſſertion, gives us the following hiſtory :—In 
January, 1739, I was ſent for, ſays he, to the 
aſſiſtance of a ſervant, who lived in a public. 
houſe at the corner of CHANCERY-LANE, in 
Gorvex-Laxt: ſhe was a woman of exceeding 
low ſtature, and much diſtorted in her ſhape; 
ſhe had been in labour for two days before, yet 
there was no dilatation of the os tince, except 
what a ſmall bag of water had made; upon di- 
lating the orifice I found a moſt ſtrangely miſ- 
ſhapen pelvis; as if there had been a luxation of 
the os ſacrum and lower vertebra of the loins, 
whereby the upper extremity of the os ſacrun 
was turned down to the os pubis, which likely 
had been the caſe: I immediately perceived the 
impoſſibility of the infant being brought forth 
head foremoſt; whereſore, with exceeding great 
dificulty, I put my hand very well oiled thro 
this narrow paſſa ge, and with as much difficulty 


turned 
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turned the child to bring it by the feet ;Fafter two 
hours exceſſive hard toil I brought the body and 
arms into the world; but had it been to ſave my 
own life, I could not have brought away the 
head; wherefore, aſter many vain endeavours, I 
was at laſt obliged to ſeparate the body from it, 
by turning it round, whereby the neck was dil- 
located; I fortunately had the laſt mentioned 
inſtrument with me, ſo immediately introduced 
my left hand into the womb, and held the head 
between my thumb and middle finger, fixing the 
index on the ſontinelle; by which means I held 
the head ſteady, and at the ſame time pointed to 
the place where the perforation was to be made; 
I then took the terebra occulta in my right hand 
by that part of the cahſula which contains the 
ſpring; and thruſt it forward till it arrived at the 
fontinelle by the direction of the index, being free 
from any danger therefrom on the patient's fide, 
and ſo puſhed in the handle, whereby the ope- 
ration was performed; then by ſqueezing the 
bones of the head together, I evacuated the 
greateſt patt of the brain, and introduced two 
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fingers into the perforation, drew the head for- 


ward with as much eaſe as the narrowneſs of 
the paſſage would admit of, having more difli- 
culty in bringing away my hand than the empty 
ſcull ; afterwards I brought forth the placenta, 
and cleanſed the womb of the brain, &c. with 
my hand: this patient recovered, and is lil] 
living and well; which, in my opinion, could 
not have happened, were it not for che aſſiſtance 
of the terebra occulla: this was the moſt labo- 
rious operation I ever performed; though it 
was in the midſt of the great froſt, yet I ſeated 
through all my cloaths, and my left hand was 
ſo ſwelled, that I could not make uſe of it 
rightly in ten days aſter. — Dr. BuzTox, aſter 
recounting various inventions for delivering the 
head when ſeparated from the body, and giving 
us his objections and remarks diſlinctly thereon, 
obſerves, that Our p is for opening the head 
in this caſe with his tferebra occulta (which 
he does not allow to be a diſcovery of his own) 
but that method, though better than many of 


the ſoregoing, is attended with its difficulties : 
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for, ſays he, ſuppoſe the orifice made with this 


inſtrament, and that the operator had his finger 
introduced therein, yet, as the head is fixed to 
nothipg to keep it ſteady, he will find it no eaſy 
matter to break and [coop out the brain, becauſe 
both the ofſa bregmatts will ſo cloſely ſqueeze the 
finger, that the head will turn as his finger 
turns: the Doctor next appeals to every conſide- 
rate perſon to reflect on the ſeveral methods of, 
and inſtruments for, the extraction of the head 
remaining iu the womb ſeparated ſtom the body, 
with all the objeQions thereto; and he is con- 
vinced, that they will allow the method with his 
extraflor (of which he has given an engraving, 
tab. 17. fig. 6, 7, 8, & 9, in his Eſſay on Mip- 
WIFERY) is by much the ſafeſt and moſt expedi- 
tious; for the-operator has only to introduce one 
hand into the womb, by which he hvlds the 
head ſleady, and with the thumb or finger of 
the ſame hand guides the end of the capſula, in 
the manner which he has directed to the ſuture at 
the apex, and then {ixes the inſtrument and brings 


out the head; all which, he favs, may be done 
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in a ſmall part of a minute, by any operator of 


{kill and tolerable dexterity : ſo, that now, thts, 
adds the Doctor, which heretofore was looked 


upon to be the very worſt labour any woman 
could have, is by my method as eaſy, ſafe, and 
expeditious, as any other labour can be, where 
inſtruments are neceſſary; for here the dan- 
gers and diihculties of the other methods 
beſore-mentioned, are all avoided, and the 
head is properly placed, having the apex in the 
center; is leſſened in the bulk, and brought 
away without the leaſt danger of wounding the 
patient; wherefore, we need not be under ſuch 
dreadful apprehenſions of the head being ſcha— 
rated from the body and left in the womb : nay, 
continues our author, in ſome caſes we ſhould 
prefer it; becauſe, as the bones, which form 
the lower part of the head or cranium, are more 
compact, and not ſo looſely joined as the bones 
which form the upper part; ſo conſequently, 
they cannot ſo readily mould themſelves, and 
give way; whereas, when the upper part of the 


head comes firſt, jt will mould into any form; 
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and yet, after all this confidence of argument and 
ſpecious reaſoning, we now find the extradlor of Dr. 
Bun ro as little attended to or regarded as the ere- 
bra occulia of Dr. Oury ; the tire a tte of Mavuri- 
CEAU, or any other contrivance, which has been in- 
vented for the purpoſe of cxtradling the head, which 
has not been ſound ultimately preferable to others. 
—Dr. AsTRuc in treating of the method of 
extracling the head of an infant when leſt in the 
womb, ſays, he ſhould approve cxtremely of the 
following invention, / i- was hradlicalle : a fillet 
of ſtrong linen, which has been uſed, of about 
half an ell long, and about four or five fingers 
breadth, is to be held with both ends in the leſt 
band, and brought round the child's head : after 
which, by gently drawing both the ends, the 
head is to be extracted; he thinks this might 
ſucceed, if it was eaſy to paſs this fillet behind the 
lead: but this, he ſays, appears impoſſible, or 
very difficult; and he ſuſpects, that this method 
has never been put in practice; and adds, that 
he might ſay as much of the net propoſed by Mr. 


AManD, Man-Mipwire, for the ſame purpoſe; 
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it was a very ingenious contrivance, but he queſ- 


tions whether it was ever made uſe of. —Mr, 
Gxrcormr, Man-midwiſe, made uſe of an inſtru- 
ment of ſteel, of the ſhape of a capital L, the ſur- 
face of which was perfectly ſmooth, and without 
angles; this inſtrument opened into the blades, 
which were joined together by an hinge, and 
was to be introduced into the womb with both 
blades ſhut cloſe to each other, and was to be 
directed by the left hand into the foramen, or 
large hole in the occzpital bone; then opening the 
inſtrument it becomes double; and as then its 
ends cannot paſs out of the foramen, it alſo ſerves 
to extract the head directly: the Doctor ſays, he 
ſees no inconvenience in this practice, which 
may eaſily be made uſe of; becauſe, the head, 
which is leſt in the paſſage, preſents the hole or 
foramen of the occihital bone, oppoſite the orifice 
of the womb; prov:ded, that all the ver- 
tebre, or bones of the neck, are ſeparated 
from the head; but it cannot be of any uſe, if 
any of the vertebre adhere to the head: our 
author ſhews a reluQance to the uſe of the 
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crotchet, ſor fear, that in pulling it might 
looſe its hold and wound the womb; of 


which there is much greater reaſon to apprehend, 


when it is made uſe of to extract the head; be- 


cauſe, when it is ſeparated, being moveable, we 
cannot be ſo certain of the hold of the crotchet, 
as in an head fixed to a dead child: he therefore 
adviſes, as the moſt certain method, to make an 
inciſion on the top of the head along the ſagittal 
ſuture, take away the brain, flatten the bones of 
the ſcull, and lay hold of one of the parietal 
bones, and thereby extract the head: for this pur- 
poſe, the leſt hand, moiſtened with pomatum, is 
to be introduced into the womb, as far as till 
the fingers reſt upon the ſagztal future : afier- 
wards, a concealed b:/fory muſt be ſlid along the 
left hand, as far as that part of the head, to 
which the fingers of the left hand are applied ; 
the biſlory is then to be raiſed up, and an inci- 
fon made on the fontinelle and along the ſagitial 
ſuture, lengthways; then it is to be withdrawn 
along the left hand, with the ſame precaution and 
dexterity with which it was introduced ; the 
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brain is to be extracted through the inciſion with 
the left hand; the bones of the ſcull are to be 


preſſed together to flatten them, leaving one of 


the paractal bones to ferve for the extraction of 


the head; while this operation is performed, 
ſomcbody ſhould preſs on the woman's belly, to 
force the head againit the mouth of the womb, 
and keep it in a fixed flate: but with all theſe 
precautions, our author owns, that this opera- 
tion is often found impracticable; becauſe, the 
head, inſtead of preſenting with its crown, pre- 
ſents always the contrary ſide, which precludes 
this operation: it is true, the hcad is propoſed to 
be turned; but thoſe who propoſe it, do not at 
all conſider, that it is very difficult, not to ſay 
impoſſible, to turn a head; the ſurface of which is 
{lippery, clammy, and aKords no hold. The Doc- 
tor, after having enumerated the dithculties attend- 
ing che dillereut methods ulcd for the extraction 
of the heed when leſt in the womb, concludes 
with recommending the crooked forceps, in- 
vented by Mr. LEVIETH; by means of which, he 


tells us, that the Lead that's leſt is extraded caſily, 


and 
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and without danger, — Dr. Seite, vol. g. p. 


968. deſcribes a caſe, when the head was left in 
the vagina, through the haſte and temerity of a 
midwife: upon coming to the patient, he found 
her pulſe pretty good, and that there had been 
no diſcharge of blood from the uterus, and what 
then came away was only from the child's head; 
which, to his great ſatisfaftion, was lying in the 
vagina and pelvis, and which he delivered with 
the crotchet.— Page g71. of the ſame volume, ne 
mentions an inſtance of the head's being left in 
the ucrus from the body's being much mortified, 
and the forchead to the pubis : this accident hap- 
pened ſrom the ignorance of the midwite, ſhe 
not knowing how to turn the fore parts of the 
child to the back parts of the uterus; but bring- 
ing it along as it preſented, he was called in, 
and found the greateſt part of the head Qill 
above the pelvis; the woman began to flood, and 
her pulſe to fink; the child had been dead at 
leaſt ten or twelve days; after encouraging her, 


giving her ſome warm wine and water, aud 


placing her in a ſupine poſition, he introduced 


his 
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his right hand into the vagina, and raiſed the 
head above the brim of the elvis; then turned 
it, and brought in the upper part of it to pre- 
ſent with the ſace backwards and a little to the 
leſt fide: this being done, he ordered an aſſiſtant 
to preſs upon the belly with both hands, to keep 
down the uterus and head in that poſition, and 
opening the head with the ſciſſars, went up along 
the forchead and face, introduced the blunt hook 
with his other hand, and fixed the point in the 
mouth, which- was now turned towards the 
fundus; he then withdrew his right hand, took 
hold of the handle of the blupt crotchet or 
hook, and introduced the fingers of his leſt hand 
into the opening; with theſe two holds he gra- 
dually brought down the head, and delivered it 
flowly, though with ſome difficulty; the placenta, 
which was partly ſeparated, followed ſoon after; 
the head, in this operation, ſlipped ſeveral times 
before he got it right turned to prefent with the 
upper part: he adds, that he had ſome difficulty 
in keeping the head ſteady, fo as to perlorate 
the ſame with the ſciſſars; by which, both his 
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hands were much cramped and weary: page 


973. allords us a caſe of the ſame kind as the 


| foregoing; but more difficult, from the parts 


being much ſwelled, and the pelvis a litile diſ- 
torted, the operator could not fix the blunt hook, 
as in the former caſe, but got a pretty firm hold 
at the fore part of the car, and luckily the head 
not being very large, brought it gradually lower, 
as the cerebrum evacuated, and at laſt delivered 
it; the point of the crotchet ſlipped twice in pul- 
ling, but the third time he got a good hold in the 
left orbit of the eye: in the next page he mentions 
a caſe, where the body was ſeparated ſrom the 
head by inciſion; the woman was turned of 
forty, and the pelvis narrow; the head was de- 
livefed with the curved crotchets; Dr. HuxrER 
was preſent, and aſſiſted at this operation: page 
379, he relates a caſe, where the head was ſepa- 
rated and left in the uterus —Another practi- 
tioner was called by a midwife to a woman of a 
tender and delicate conſtitution; ſhe had been a 
whole day in ſtrong labour before the membrancs 


broke; the pains after that abated, and in two 


days 
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days the head did not advance; he found the * 


uteri fully open, and the forchead of the child 
towards the pubis; with great diſſiculty he turned 
the child, and brought down the legs and body : 
but in uſing all his force to deliver the head, both 
the jaw and neck gave way: being much ſa— 
tigned, and the uterus ſtrongly contracted, he 
could not introduce his fingers to the head, ſo as 
to fix the crotchet; having ſent for our author, 


he, aſter repeated trials, at laſt got his fingers 


into the orbit, where he fixed the crotchet and 


delivered the head, which was large; the ſutures 
were firm, and the pelvis was narrow; the pa- 
tient ſeemed to be in a fair way of recovery for 
the next two days; but imprudently fitting up 
too long, and drinking heating liquors, ſhe con- 
tafed a fever, and died on the ſixth day aſter 
delivery, without any complaint from the ſeverity 
of the labour: page 380 contains another caſe, 
commun:cated by a Gentleman to Dr, SwELL1E, 
in which the head was left in the uterus, by 
the midwife's puilng the body till it ſeparated 

from 
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from it; the delivery was effected by the uſe of 


the curved crotchets; and, at the ſame time, by 


fixing his fingers in the child's mouth, — Dr. 
Grance, of Hartritty, has publiſhed a caſe, 


in which he and Mr, Wir.son, of Exrirrp, 


were fatigued a whole day in delivering a head; 


which was ſo ſlippery, that for a long time 
they were not able to open or fix an inſtrument 
upon it,—In this moſt unſortunate accident, there 
need be no hurry to accompliſh the delivery, nu- 
merous inſtauces of the kind having happened 
when the head has bcen expelled by the labour 
pains alone, without any ill conſequence to the 
mother; but if the head cannot be forced away by 
the action of the uterus, on account of the wrong 
conformation or diſtortion of the pelvrs, the ge- 
neral rules laid down for leſſening the head muſt 
then be accommodated to the exigencies of the 


caſe. 
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CASE LXXXV, 


A POOR woman of the pariſh of Wa- 


TERINGBURY, Who both from a laxity of habit, 
and an ili-formed pelvis, had been ſubject to 
dangerous and troubleſome labours; and had 
never, in her three preceding births, proceeded 
further than the ſeventh month, was again taken 
at the end of that period with a flight uterine h- 
morrhage, unattended with pains, which at length 
began to be felt in a ſmall degree; and in the 
evening of the 1gth of Jury, 1765 I was ſent 
for; ſhe had not moved out of bed from the 
time of her being taken; notwithſtanding which, 
the flooding had increafed, and ſhe complained 
of a noiſe in her ears; miſt before her eyes, and 
ſickneſs at her ſtomach: upon examination, I 


found the os externum very much dilated, and 


the 


| = 
the membranes ptotruding through it in form of 
a bag; and upon the remiſlion of pain, by paſſing 
my finger within fide the coccyx (though the intru- 
ſion was not very conſiderable) I could feel fo 
much of the veriebr& of the ſacrum, as to leave no 


doubt of the ill conſtruction of the pelvis: thus 


circumſtanced, 1 thought it beſt to rupture the 


membranes, as a means of abating the flooding 


by contracting the womb: this done, I found 


| the part of the fatus which preſented, to be the 


round part of the ſhoulder; the woman had 
now a fainting fit, aud the kamorrhage appeared 
rather to increaſe than to diminiſh: as ſoon as 
ſhe recovered from the fit I gave her ſome nou- 
riſhment, and cautiouſly introduced my hand as 
ſhe laid, on that fide of the pclvis, where I could 
moſt eaſily obtain admittance; and as there was 
but little reſiſtance from the uterus, expected to 
have eaſily found the feet, but the narrownefs of 
the helvis for ſome time prevented it; at length, 
having found one foot, I deliberately brought i: 
down, and properly lecured it, by conducling 
the noole of a fillet over the aucle ; then raiftug 

the 


[8647] 
the ſhoulder of the child with the fingers and 
thumb of my left hand, whilſt the right was em- 
ployed in gently extracting with the fillet, in 
about the ſpace of ten minutes the delivery was 
effeted; the child was not in the leaſt hurt, was 
born alive, and ſurvived ſome days; the pla- 
centa ſeparated, and came away without any 
trouble; the flooding ceaſed ſoon after the deli- 
very, and the woman, conſidering the low ſtate 
to which ſhe was reduced, and the natural debi- 
lity of her habit, recovered beyond expectation. 
In the year 1768, my aſſiſtance was beſpoke 
to this patient; but early in the ſeventh month 
ſhe was ſuddenly ſeized with pain and flooding, 
and delivered before I could reach her houſe, ol 
a ſmall fetus, which languiſhed till the ſecond 
day, and then died. — In 1769, ſhe mifcar- 
ried by a fright, about the end of the fourth 
month, with much difficulty recovered, and was 
ever aſter ſubject to nervous tremors. In 1770, 
ſhe was again with child, and haſtily delivered 


of twins, which were ſtill born, about the fixth 


month ; they were both boys, and one of chem 
had 
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had a large portion of its lungs and media/linum 


lying out externally upon the ſternum, on one 


fide of which there appeared a perforation thro? 


the integuments, and between the coſtæ where 
this pulmonary ſubſtance had made its exit: the 
mother attributed this extraordinary appearance 
to her being ſurprized by ſuddenly ſtriking her 
face againſt a calf's pluck, which had been hung 
up on a hook, unknown. to her, in a room ad- 
joining to her houſe, which belonged to another 
family, and through which ſhe had accidentally 
paſſed : how far this accident might influence the 
fetus, Jam not able to determine; but it ſeems 
ſtrarige and irzprobable, that its lungs ſhould be 
thus protruded, and appear externally upon the 
thorax, The patient's recovery from this abor- 
tion was a long time doubtful, and ſhe never after 
recovered her ſtrength, but went into a flow de- 
cline, and dicd of a conſumption in a few months 
after. It ſhould ſeem, as if providentially, this 
patient never exceeded the ſeventh month, the diſ- 
proportion between the head of the child, and 
the dimenſions of the pelvis, being then ſo much 
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leſs, than if ſhe bad been able to have reached 
her ſull time; when, conſidering the natural in- 
creaſe of the fe!us in the two laſt months of 
geſtation, and the ill conſtruction of her pelvzs, the 
difficulties of parturitton muſt conſequently have 
been very much enhanced. —BarTHoLINI in his 
Hiſt. Anat. Cent. g. ſays, that a woman big 
with child, being exceedingly frightencd by a 
cat, was delivered of a well-ſhaped child, but 
with an head like that of a cat —GuLittn, Pa- 
 RADIN, in his Additum ad Donat. per Hoſt. 
lib. 7. cap. g- tells us, that on JuLy 11, 1610, a 
boy was born at Prague, whoſe liver, inteſtines, 
ſflomach, ſpleen, with part of the meſentery, hung 
out all naked below his navel : he lived but a few 
hours. The mother, upon enquiry ſaid, that 
three months before her delivery, ſhe was forced 
by ſome ſoldiers to be preſent at the killing of a 
calf; at the opening of which ſhe felt an extra- 
ordinary motion in herſelf, when ſhe ſaw the 


bowels tumbling from the belly, —Frzxvs de Vi- 


rib, Imaginationis, tells us of a girl born wih- 


out an head, but complete in the reſt of the bo- 
dy ; 


alla 


Con 
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dy; the likeneſs of a ſhell-fi/h was joined to het 
neck, having two valves which ſhut and opened, 
and by which from a ſpoon ſhe took her nouriſh- 
ment: this was occaſioned, he fays, by the mo- 
ther's longing for muſcles in the market, which 
ſhe could not procure; this monſter lived eleven 
years, but happening in an angry mood to bite 
the ſpoon with which ſhe was fed, and break- 
ing thoſe teflaccous valves, ſhe died quickly 
aſter, —The caſe related by SeBasTiaN Mux- 
STER, in his Coſmography, lib. iii. of two chil- 
dren born growing together by the forehead, oc- 
calioned by two perſons wantonly ſtriking their 
heads together behind the mother, ſcems leſs 
ſtrange to thoſe who have ſeen in Loxpon, two 
girls, brought from Germany, conjoined about 
the loins and buttocks, with one common anus 
and pudendum. — AMsRose PaRRE ſays, that in 
1317 a child was born with its face reſembling 
that of a frog; which was occaſioned by the 
mother's holding that creature in her hand to 
allay the heat of a fever, about the time of her 
conception.— Fixx us records a woman at Ax r- 


12 WERP, 
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wERP, Who in countenance and geſture reſem- 


ble] an ape, her mother when preguant being 
uſed to play with a creature of that kind: he 
likewiie informs us of a l[:zard, that frightened a 
woman with child by leaping into her boſom ; 
and ſhe brought forth an infant with a fiefhy ex- 
creſcence on the breaſt exactly reſembling a li- 
zard, with its head ſixed in the child's fleſh, and 
the reſt of the body hanging out. —Dr. Cren1- 
ANUS in Philoſoph. Tranl. vol. iii. p. 222. gives 
the following caſe: a Lady was delivered of a 
girl, with a wound in her breaſt above four ſiu- 
gers long, and penetrating to the muſculi inter- 
coſtales, being an inch broad, and hollow under 
the fleſh about the wound; which being treated 
with ſuppuraitves came to an head, was opened, 
and healed wich the wound; the birth was eaſy, 

and conſequently the child received no harm in 

it; but about two months beſore, the mother 

being gone to bed, heard a report that a man 

had murdered his wife by wounding her in the 

breaſt wich a knife; at which relation it was ob- 

ſerved that ſhe changed countenance, and ſcemed 

| con- 


had 


EE 


concerned. - Many other ancient and modern 
writers of the moſt reſpectable authority, have 
given relations of the influence of imagination, 
particularly on the fatus.—In Turxer we find 
many inſtances of maternal marks on the child, 
Kc. &c.— Mr. Jaurs Caron, Surgeon, in GLas- 
Gow, in the Medical Eſſays and Obſervations, 
has publiſhed two examples of children born 
with preternatural contormations of the guts; 
the firſt had a large ſhare of its inteſtines lying 
without the tegnments of the abdomen : he firſt 
imagined that the containing parts had been torn 
in the birth; but upon examination found the 
navel entire, and a perforation half an inch 
above it, through which the guts had fallen out 
with the ikin, cloſely united to them; the cluld 
leemed otherwiſe as lively as any new-born in- 
fant uſes to be; and for twelve or ſourteen hoars 
it received milk and ſyrups by the mouth, with- 
out any appearance of uneaſineſs; but after that 
time it vomited every thing, till its death, wuich 
happened four days after, aud all the while it 
had no pallage from the anus; the guts, which 
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were inflated, and had no periſlaltic motion, that 
he could obſerve gradually inflamed, and before 
the child died became perfectly black; when the 
belly was opened after death, he found that the 
jejunum, all the 1% um, and part of the colon, 
which were engaged in the perſoration, were at 
that place ſo ſmall as ſcarce to allow a gooſe 
quill to paſs in their cavity; they were adherent 
to each other, and had no appearance of a me- 
ſentery, all the other viſcera were ſound; the 
mother could not remember ever to have been 
ſurprized, frighted, or hurt, during all the nine 
months of her going with child : about the ſame 
time, he ſays, he viſited another child, which 
lived full ſeven days after the birth; in which 
time it had never voided any faces per anum, but 
vomited every thing it {wallowed ; which did not 
appear to have any mixture of meconium, bile, or 
any other coloured ſubſtance; the parents, who 
were both healthy and ſound, having formerly 
loſt ſeveral children with the ſame ſymptoms, de- 
fired Mr. Cal DER to examine the body of this 
child, to diſcoyer the cauſe of their death. — The 


ſtomach, 


[| 119 ] 


ſtomach, he ſays, was in good condition, but 
the fpylorus was very hard, and felt as if it con- 
tained ſome other ſubſtance, which appeared 
upon opening this inferior orifice of the ſto— 
mach to be a glanudular-like piece of ſolid fleſh, 
ſo cloſely adhering to the pylorus all around, that 
there was no ſeparating of it, and without the 
leaſt perforation in it any where; ſo that the paſ- 
ſage was quite ſhut up; below this the duodenum 
was divided into two, and the gut continucd to 
be thus divided to about one third of an inch 
above the jejunum. Into the largeſt of theſe inteſ- 
tinula ; the biliary duct opened. All the inteſtines 
below, were diſtended with air, and only a very 
ſmall quantity of meconium was to be ſeen near 
the podex. The other viſcera were all found. —La 
MortrTx, Obſ. 343, ſpeaks of a delivery, where 
the child, which was a girl, was of the uſual 
ſize, and well-formed im every part of her bo- 
dy, from the ſcet to the upper eye-lids; her eyes 
were in the orbits, and the ears where they 
ſhould be; but inſtead of the coronal, parietal, and 


occipital bones, there was nothing but a bony cap, 
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which adhered to the bones of the ſuperior jaw, 
on which reſts the jaw in the natural order; but 
here there was not the leaſt bit of it, no more 
than of the cerebellum : our author then proceeds 
to give a very particular and conciſe account of 
the extraordinary appearances of the parts upon 
diſſe&ion : and in his following obſervation men- 
tions a child, which he delivered in May, 17 00, 
the bones of whoſe ſuperior jaw were perſect; but 
there was no more of the {kull, than is gene- 
rally left on, when it is ſawed off to ſhew the 
brain; there was only a pretty thick membrane, 
ſrom the middle of which aroſe a conſiderable 
fleſhy excreſcence, with a ſmall flalk, near the 
es ethmordes and ſhhenoides, and ſwelled out big- 
ger, as the largeſt forts of muſhrooms do, being 
about the breadth of a plate: in his next obſer- 
vation he relates the caſe of a female child, whoſe 
conſormation was natural from the feet to the 
ſhoulders, on which the head was immediately 
faſtened on without any appearance of neck; two 
imall ears, pretty much like thoſe of a cat, were 
ſaſlened to the ſhouiders; the chin was conti- 


guous to the upper part of the ſternum ; 


the 
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the mouth, lips, and the lower part of the noſe, 
were pretty natural; but its upper part paſſed 
over the os e//moides and ſphenordes, or rather the 
parts where they ſhould have been; becauſe in 
this place it was no longer a human face, but 
ſomething ſo odd, that it had no reſemblance to 
any animal he had ever ſeen; there was no fore- 
head; the eyes were rather backwards, than on 
the ſuperior part; the back part was formed by 


a fort of cartilage, like that which is remarked 


in the hinder part of a calf's head; the hairy 


ſcalp ſeemed as if railed on purpoſe, and lit, 
beginning with two forts of proceſſes from each 
eye, each part being at about thiee fingers dif- 
tance from one another, and terminating as two 
tails in the poſterior inferior part of the falſe 
ribs; the middle ſpace in all this extent was a 
ſort of fleſh, having the ſame appearance with 
that of a dead body, when the common integu- 
ments are raiſed; the hair grew to the ſcalp. and 
formed the two ſides of this tleſhy part, forming 
a fort of embroidery, aud becoming ſhorter, as 
they were farther off from the head. After this 
deſcription, our author proceeds to finiſh the ac- 
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count, by deſcribing the appearances of 


the body upon diſſection, which he has 
done with his uſual accuracy: he alſo tells 
us of a cluld which he delivered, whoſe 
head was very long; the brain was ſupported 
by the os ethmordes and ſphenoides, and covered 
with nothing but the hairs, ſcalp, the ſron!al, 
farictal, and occipital bones, being wanting; the 
arms were but three inches long, and the hands 
of the ſize and make of the fore feet of a mole; 
the legs and thighs were about four inches long, 
which inſtead of having their articulation with 
the iſchium, jutted out ide-ways, being even 
with the perinæum; the feet were like the hinder 
part of a mole: he adds, that if the child had 
not preſented the head, he ſhould have been 
very much puzzled how to bring it away; and 
notwithſtanding his averſion to the crotchet, he 
muſt have been forced to have uſed it on this 
occaſion: the ſame author alſo deſcribes a very 
extraordinary appearance of a ſubſtance, which 


grew betwixt the eyebrows of a child, and hung 


over the 014171, which was in place of the nole, 


of 
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of which there was not the leaſt appearance: 


and in this orbi4, which was oval, aud larger 
than it is generally, for one eye. looking as if it 
had been bored with a wimble, were the two 
eyes with their coats, humours, and membranes, 
holding to the optic nerves, which united toge- 
ther; there was no mouth, and the chin was as 
long as the forchead was high. —t or deliveries 
of children of unnatural conformations, vide 
PorTAL, obſ. 30 & 41.— Dr. BuzxTtox rclates 
the caſe of a monſter born without a head, of 
which he delivered a woman in the city of York, 
in Jaxuary, 1749, and gives a table, explana- 
tory of the ſame —Maurrceau in his 64th ob- 
ſervation, mentions having ſeen a dead child of 
a. woman, lately delivered at ſeven months of a 
yery monſtrous figure, having the arms and the 
fect quite miſ-ſhapen, and the head without any 
neck joined immediately to the breaſt, having on 
the head, inſtead of the brain, a ſort of a thick 
flat cap, or caul, like a red wen: this had a pro- 
duction like a tail, which reached along the 


ſpine, as far as the os ſacrum; and on the right 
ſide 
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fide of the navel there was a conſiderable tu— 
mour like a ventral hernia, in which ſeveral of 
the contents of the abdomen were contained, —In 
the 118: obſervation he gives an account of his 
having delivered a woman in the eighth month, 
of a child, whoſe head was of a monſ/lrors 
figure, being without any brain; but inſtead of 
all the upper part of the head, there was only a 
reddiſh: brown ſubflance 3 there appeared likewiſe 
the i1ſerior extremities of the occißhilal bones, 
and the two eyes very prominent ; its fect were 
turned inwards; this mon/lrous conformation 
was aſcribed to great fatigue in, a journey: in 
his 365d obſervatfon he mentions his having 
delivered a woman of her firſt child, which had 
all the fleſhy or muſcular parts of its body, quite 
hard and ſchirrous: and ſays, he ſaw at the fair 
of St. LawRENCE, two male children dead, 
waole bodies were joined together, towards 
the upper part of the thorax: the mother had 
been hve months gone; but no particularities 
are mentioned at the birth —In the Philoſophical 
Tranſactions, no. 65, we have an account of a 
non ous birth, by Dr. DuxsToN, which had 
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two heads, two necks, four arms, and four legs, 
perſect, and well-ſhaped, but only one trunk; 
there was no appearance of lungs, and only one 
large heart, one midriff. one umbilical chord, one 
large liver, one flomach. four kidnies, two uri» 
nary bladders, two wombs ; there was only one 
colon, which terminated in two inteſtina redta; it 
weighed eight pounds and a quarter; and the 
length, from head to foot, was full eight inches 
and a half, There was another monſtrous fe- 
male buth, by Dr: Sawver Morrrs, no 138. 
there were two heads, and all the parts double 
above the diaphragm, and ſingle below, except 
the appearance of two ſtomachs; the uterus was 
of a common ſize, but the dlitoris large; there 
were only two legs and two arms; the ſecundines 
were very large, and weighed about eight pounds; 
one was dead, and the other juſt breathed, — 
There is an account of * a double birth, in which 
the children were joined at the breaſts, no. 2. 
they did not wake and ſleep together: they alſo 
cried, ſucked, and exonerated apart: the ſame 


* Tradition tells us of a very wonderful cafe of a Heu eb, which 
many yegrs ago happened at Biddenden ta this county, 
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paper relates another inſtance of the ſame hi nd in 
Warts; and the children lived fo long, till 
they could talk to each other; which they did, 
in tears, when thev thought that one muſt ſur- 
vive the other; but both happened to die toge- 
ther: there is allo a mon/lrous birth from Mr. 
Rokr Tayiok, much of the ſame kind as the 
preceding ones, in the ſame Tranſaction, no, 
308.—In Philoſophical Tranſactions, no. 453, 
we are told of a monſlrous boy, feen at Mont- 
pelier, by Dr. AN DbREW CanTwELL; he was 
about thirteen years old, and bore the lower 
parts of another boy; the fore parts of each 
faced one another, Vide Reflexions on Genera- 
tion and Monſters, by Dr, Suezavitte, Philo- 
ſophical Tranſactions, no. 456. Beſides the 


above, there are ſeveral other papers deſcribing 


births, in which the bones of the upper part of 


the cranium were wanting: in moſt of which the 
cerebrum and cerebellum were allo wanting; thoſe 
that were born alive died ſoon afier the birth. 
Vide no. 99. 226. 228. 234. 251. & 320. And 
in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, no. 487. we 
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meet with a letter from Joux Huxnam, u. b. to 


G. MontimeR, M. p. concerning a child, born 
with an extraordinary tumour near the anus, con- 
taining ſome rudiments of an embrio.—ln the 
Memoirs of the Academy of the Sciences at Pa- 
Ris, H.1711, p. 26. is the deſcription of a fetus 
without cerebrum, cerebellum, or ſhinal marrow : 
allo, of a male bus, at its full time, which had 
neither brain nor ſpinal marrow ; and which lived 
one and twenty hours, and received ſome nou- 
riſhment: in the ſame Memoirs, M. 1732. p. 
gog, is allo an account of a monſtrous ſætus, 
wich two bodies, the one male, and the other 
ſemale.— In the German Ephemerides there is a 
great number of hiſtories of ſuch monſtrous 
productions. See l:kewile Dr. SMELL1E, Vol. iii. 
col. g8.—A woman, of the name of Dawsox, 
was delivered ſome years ago, by the late Mr, 
RosERT Pixe, Surgeon, of Matpsroxz, of a 
child, which had no eyes; but one arm; a di- 
torted ſpine; one club foot; and great part of 
the liver and larger inteftines grew without fide 
of the integumcuts on the right fide of the na- 


vel. 
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vel. —A Gentleman, in this neighbourhood, a 
few years ago, was ſent for to aſſiſt a poor wo- 
man in labour; ſhe was about fix and thirty 
years of age; the membranes broke before he ar- 
rived: finding the pains very ſevere, and a pre- 
ſentation of the nates; he procured aſſiſtance, 
and ſoon delivered the woman of a child, whoſe 
lower parts not only reſembled a lobſter's tail, 
but, upon being pulled back, ſprung forward 
again wich the ſame elaſtic tenſion as the tail of 
that fiſh, and appeared like it both in ſhape and 
colour; the fe!us had no parts of generation at 
all, ſo as to diſtinguiſh its ſex; a ſmall perfo- 
ration or orifice appeared in the middle of the 
vertcbre lumborum, as if adapted by nature to 
ſupply the deſects of anus and urethra; the hands 
were remarkably broad, and in every other re- 
ſpect ĩt was a very fine child: when delivered, it 
appeared to have been dead but a ſhort time: the 
mother was not able to aſcribe this preternatural 
conformation of the child, eitEer to any parti- 


cular longing, fright, or hutt. 
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CASE ILIXXXVI. 


ExizahETR DEANEs, a poor woman, of 
AnvincroN patiſh, whom I had delivered twice 
before, applied to me again on that account in 
May, 1766; and in Jury following, being taken 
in labour ſent for me: I found her with exceed- 
ing ſtrong and ſharp pains, and the delivery was 
ſoon finiſhed: the child of which ſhe was deli- 
vered was a girl, and of a middling fize, but 
had a face greatly reſembling that of a rabbit; 
the os frontis was almoſt entirely flat in the ante- 
rior parts; but the back parts were elevated, and 
projected over the partetal bones and the occi- 
put, which were all of them ſmall in propor- 
tion to the ſize of the os frontrs; the eyes were 
ſmall, protuberant, and almoſt cloſe together; 
the right eye had no upper lid, and the edge of 
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the lower one had an uncommonly large carti- 
lage, covered with thin and ſoft hair, in colour 
aud, texture reſembling the flix of a; rabbit; 
which ſpread upwards over the greateſt part of 
the forehead, moſt parts of the head, and down- 
wards over the UDP. 7.lip and. the greateſt part of 
the right check; che ears were ſmall and pointed; 
had neither helix nor antihelix, and were thinly 
edged with the fame kind, of fur; . the l. lower lip 
was contracted, and had a calloys ſcam in the 
midgle, like the cicatrix aſter a wound; there 
was no chin at all; the noſe was entirely, flat, 
and the ſpace between its apex aud the upper 
lip. not more chan che twelfth Part. of. an inch; 
there were two ſmall boles inſtead of noſtrils, 
which perpendicularly pierced through the bones 
of the palate ; 4 there was no woula, and the 
tongue was only a thin cartilaginous ſubſlance ad. 
hering by a fleſiy membrane to the inſide of the cal- 
lous ſulſlance, before deſcribed in the lower lip: the 
ſame kind of flix which was ſcattered over diffe- 
rent parts of the head and ears, alſo thinly covered 
the left ſcapula ; the upper part of the thorax, 
and 


its nat 


appeal 
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and the right arm, which was but fix inches and 
an half in length, and appeared withered; had 
but terminated in two or three ſmall horny ſub- 
ſtances divided lengthways, and ſomewhat re- 
ſembling the/ zahm of a cat; the leg on the 
lame fide of the body had exactly a ſimilar ap- 
pearance, was withered, but was ſomething lon- 
ger: than the arm: in every other reſpect, the 
conſormation of the ſctus was not in any degree 
ſingular; when born, it appeared to have been 
dead but a ſhort: time; and the woman at- 
tributed theſe preter- natural appearances to a 
fright ſhe received in the third month of her 
time, by the ſuddenly going off of a gun, and 
ſeeing a rabbit ſhot juſt beſide her.— Being again 
pregnant two-years aſter, ſhe had ſtrong prepoſ- 
ſeſſions, chat the child of which ſhe was big, 
would be born with ſome particular deformity ; 
but ſhe had a very eaſy delivery, and the child 
its natural ſhape and make, tho' ſtill-born; as it 
appeared upon examination, from a corruption 


of che umbilical chord, 


2 r 


BWV Bj 


7 ? { 
[ 


A WOMAN, named Deacon, (whom I had 
delivered ſeveral times) in AveusT;'1767, from 
motives of neceſſity fent for a woman midwife; 
who, aſter waiting many hours, had inconſide- 
rately dropped ſome expreſſions, which ſo far diſ- 
hefftened the patient, that ſhe would not be ſa- 
tisfied till I was ſent for; ſhe told me ſhe had 
been in labour ever ſince the day before; but 
her pains were fo very ſlow and trifling, and of 
fuch ſhort duration, that I ſaw not the leaſt in- 
ducement to examine into the fituation of the 
child: I therefore adminiſtered an opiate, and 


was about to leave her, when ſhe expreſſed a de- 


fire to communicate ſomething to me in ſecret, 
and defired every one but myſelf might with- 


draw out of the room; ſhe then told me how 
| much 
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again, 
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much ſhe had been ſhocked ſoon after her being 
with child by a blind objef, who had but one 
leg, and who had come to the door to beg cha- 
rity; and, that although ſhe had never ſaid any 
thing of the matter to any one, yet it had lodged 
on her mind, and ſhe had never been able to 
put it entirely out of her thoughts, and really 
believed the impreſſion would affect the child, 
which had moyed ſoon after her firſt being taken 
ill; but had not fince, and ſhe was afraid her 
fears upon this account prevented her labour 
from going forward as it ſhould do: I deſired 
her not to make herſelf uneaſy, nor ſuffer ſuch 


thoughts, which were only founded in her ima- 


gination to diſtreſs her; that I did not believe 
her labour was in the leaſt retarded thereby; 
hoped ſhe'd have patience, and compoſe herſelf 
as much as poſſible, and told her, for the preſent 
I ſhould leave her; but as ſoon as the pains in- 
creaſed would immediately come again to her 
relief: in about ten hours after I was ſent for 
again, and found, through the membranes and 
waters, which were collected in a pretty large 


K 3 quan- 


5 
5 


— 
— og. has eh, —— 


< j 
r 


* . 5 8 . — . all — 4 
GY F —_——_ —— 
a ren 
* mug — — — * 


rr a ez . nit * N * 


84 
7 

| 
y 

# 


1 194 ] 
quantity, that the child was rightly fituated, and 
as the pains were good, I made not the leaſt 
doubt but the labour would ſoon be over; and 
it happened as I thought: the child was dead, 
and appeared to have been ſo for ſome time; 
after bringing away the placenta I examined the 
child, and immediately over the tunica conjuuc- 
tzva of each eye perceived a filmy ſubſtance, re- 
ſembling the tunica nidilans peculiar to birds of 
prey; which upon being carefully diſſected from 
the eyes, they appeared (as nearly as could be 
aſcertained in articulo mort:s) to have no other 
defect: as to the legs I could find no difference 
in the ſize or length of them, although the mo- 
ther would have it that one was much ſmaller 
and ſhorter than the other, and, that had the 
child lived it would have been a crihble; but I 
ſaw nothing like it; and moſt probably, had 
it ſurvived, this preternatural tegument which 
covered the eyes might eaſily have been re- 
moved, and the child reſtored to as perfect vi- 


ſion as if it had not been there at all. 


CASE 


0 A 8 E LXXXVIII. 


Ox the authority of a Gentleman of diſtin- 
guiſhed i ingenuity and abilities, I am enabled to 
give the following accounts of a child, bom 
with the urinary paſſages entirely ſtopped up; he 
delivered the woman in Janvary, 1769; there 
was nothing particular in the labour, nor in the 
delivery of the child, or placenta; it was a female 
child, and a lamp of ſpongy fleſh as large as a 
walnut, was found to grow out from under the 
þubes immediately between the labia, which ſub- 
ſtance entirely ſurrounded and blocked up the 
urethra; ſo, that at the end of four days, the child not 
being perceived to have made a drop of urine, .he 
judged it neceſſary, with the advice and aſſiſt- 
ance of another ſurgeon, to remove this fleſhy 
excreſcence by inciſion ; which was accordingly 


R 4 done, 


r ——ͤ—ͤ— — — 


. 2 


— * — 


=. 64 
— 2 - 


l — % 0 
+ ape — r — .u.᷑ - 


— wa 
* 


—— Tad. 


2 CY” 


— — C4 


Aw a wan £< 
— 


— 


( 186 J 

done, by tying a ligature firmly round its baſis, 
and ſeparating it entirely with a common ſcalpel ; 
the kemorrhage which followed upon the opera- 
tion was but trifling, and when ſtopped, en- 
deavours were made, by means of a probe, to 
diſcover the urethra; but no paſſage whatever 
could be found which led to the bladder, and 
the infant lived in much pain arid uneaſineſs; 
and at length died convulled, on the third day 
aſter the operation: having obtained conſent of 
the child's relations, the body was opened, when 
the kidnies, as is uſual in the fetal ſtate, ap- 
peared divided into ſeveral lobes joined toge- 
ther, but no lymphatic veſſels could be diſcovered, 
and the ureters appeared a firm callous ſubſtance, 
without the leaſt perforation ; conſequently, no 
urine was found in the bladder; the ſþhinfer 
vefice was entire; but there did not appear the 
leaſt ve/izge of a urethra deſcending from the 
neck of the bladder; the abdomen and inteſtines 
were much diſtended with wind, and great 
quantities of water were ſound in the ſtomach 


and pericardium, —For the particular account of 
a child 
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a child born with the urinary and genital organs 
preternaturally formed, vide the gd volume of 
Medical Eſſays and Obſervations, article 14. It 
is a moſt extraordiuary caſe indeed, and commu- 
nicated with great preciſion and accuracy, by 
Mr, Jamtzs Mowar, Surgeon, at LancHoLu. 
Vide Rurscu, obl. 2g, p. 59g. —1I recolle& to 
have ſeen the caſe of a partial perforation of the 
penis in a child of fix days old, who had not 
been able to make a drop of water during all that 
time; it was brought into St. Twomas's Hospi- 
TAL ;, and the late Mr, BAKER, then one of the 
principal ſurgeons thereof, finding a natural 
paſſage ſame diſtance below the glans, endea- 
voured to make the perforation complete, by 
paſſing down a ſmall filver catheter into the 
bladder, which was effected with much pain to 
the child, and ſome water was thereby evacua- 
ted; but there was afterwards no natural dif- 
charge of urine; and its parents not chooſing 
that it ſhould undergo a ſecond operation, the 
parts cloſed again, and, as I was informed, the 
child died ſoon afterwards, = In the courſe of 


_F 
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my practice I have met with two children, who 
were born with tmperforated ani: and in both 
caſes ſucceeded by the divifion of the obſtructing 
membrane, and the 'occaftorial introduction of 
| ſponge tents till the meconium firſt appeared, and 
afterwards the ſtools were regularly evacuated.— 
About four years ago a child of ewo years old 
was brought to me ; he had always, from the 
time he was born, paſſed the feces with ſome dif- 
ficulty: upon inſpecting the parts, I perceived a 
ſtrong membranous ſubſtance in ano, which in 
part obſtruged the expulſion of his tools; and 
with the concurrence of another ſurgeon, di- 
vided the ſame by incifion, and the child ſuf- 
fered no farther impediment. — In the Me- 
dical Eſſays and Obſervations, we find the 
caſe of a male child born without an anus, 
or inteſlinum reflum ; it is publiſhed by Mr. Jaws 
JawmrtesoN, Surgeon, in Kriso; he tried to 
reach the gut by inciſion, and afterwards with 
the trecar, but to no purpoſe; for upon open- 


ing the child on the day after its death, he 


found 


14 ! 
found the reddum entirely wanting, and the colon 


was a perſect inteſlinum cæcum, ſuſpended looſely, 
and: fall of meconium; all. the-other parts being 
in a natural ſtate, Vide Mavrictav, lib, 3. 
chap. 22. Dronis, lib. 3. chap. 6. La MorTre, 
obſ. 88 & 89. and alſo, Dr. SwtLLE, vol. 3. 
coll. 46. Vide Memoire ſur les Enfans qui naiſ- 
ſent {ans un _yeritable, par M. Brarix, 4to. a 
Paris, 1774. And LxVRET's Practice, when 
the anus is imperforated may be ſeen by refer- 
ring to The Medical Commentaries, vol. 4. 


p. 166. 
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Fur 22d of Dectusen, 1764, I delivered 
the wife of a carpenter, whoſe child had the 
uſual number of fingers on its right hand, but 
on the left there were fix fingers, and on each 
foot the ſame number of toes. In Juxk, 1771, 
I delivered a woman, whoſe child had a ſuper- 
numerary little finger on its left hand: in both 


theſe caſes I was ſuffered to make a ligature with 


waxed filk round the baſes of the ſuperfluous 


fingers and toes, and by that means they drop- 
ped off in a few days, without giving the chil- 


dren any extraordinary pain, I know of one 


family, to whom theſe preternatural fingers 


and toes ſeem an hereditary right; and there is 
not a child belonging to it, which has been born 
for many years paſt, who has not had one or 


5 more 
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more of them than it ſhould have had. —La 
Morrx ſays, that he laid a baker's wife, 
whoſe child had fix fingers on each hand, and 
fix toes on each foot ; the five uſual ones were 
well-formed and moveable; the preternatural ones 
were nothing but fleſh, without any appearance 
of bones or tendons, and faſtened to the little 
finger or toe, out of rank; he tied them up with 
a waxed thread, with the ſurgeon's knot, that he 
might tie them tighter now and then, to prevent 
the ligatures growing looſe; they all fell off in 
three or four days, without the child's ſeeming 
to be under any uneaſineſs, and the places healed 
of themſelves: he mentions, that he often ſaw a 
man, who came into the world with ſuch addi- 
tional fingers, which were very troubleſome to 
him; for having neither bone nor tendon, they 
often catched and gave him great pain : he adds, 
that when ever he has met with any children, 
who have had fix fingers, or fix toes, one of 
hm has always had leſs life in it, than the 
others, and would afterwards have become 

trouble- 
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troubleſome; for which reaſon, he always made 
A ligature round them, which he drew cloſer 
and cloſer for two or three days; by which 
means, they withered and fell off: and he con- 


cludes with obſerving, that if he met with any 


excreſcence that had a ſmall baſis, he treated it 
in the ſame matiner. And here, perhaps, it 
will not appear very foreign to my general ſub- 
ject. by remarking, that in his third volume, the 
celebrated Lzvazr treats of the potypus; and 
particularly deſcribes an inſtrument of his own 
invention, for tying polypoſe tumours of the ute- 
rs, im a ſaſe and better manner than has been 
hitherto practiſed. | 


CASE 
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Ke SHALL inſert the thtee following caſes, in 
order to ſhew, that although diſtortions of the 
pelvis, are moſtly owing to weakneſs and ric- 
ketty affections in infancy; yet there are ſome 
inſtances of women, who are thereby evidently 
rendered trooked and deformed, that have, notwith- 
ſtanding borne ſeveral children, without any extra- 
ordinary embarraſſment or danger; yet, after all, 
we mull allow, that thoſe labours, will generally 
prove the mot happy, when women are neither 
old, deformed, nor unhealthy;—S. H. aged 22, 
of a dwarfſk fize, and exceedingly deformed, 
in her firſt: pregnancy, which happened in 1763, 
aſter ſuffering uncommonly from the heartburn, 
nauſea, piles, and difficulty of reſpiration, which 
had much enfeebled her body, and diſtreſſed her 
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mind, was taken in labour in the morning of 


the 11th of SerTEMBER ; it is ſcarcely poſſible to 
conecive..the apprehenſions of danger -which 


„% —_ ͤᷣ — a 


this poor woman laboured under from the repre- 


ſentations of officious goſſips, who ſhe had heard 


whiſper it about, that her make was ſuch, as 
to render it impoſſible that ſhe could ſurvive 
her labour, or that the child ſhould be born 
alive: happily however, the event proved a con- 
tradition to all their fooliſh prognoſtications : 
for the patient was delivered in a few minutes 
aſter I came to her, without any uncommon cir- 
cumſtance attending her labour, which was eaſy 
and natural; the child appeared languid at firſt; 
but by allowing proper time in ſeparating the 
funis, and afterwards ſuffering it to bleed a 
little before it was tied, it recovered and became 
hearty and ſtrong; the patient had an excced- 
ing good getting up.—-In Novem, 1766, ſhe 
was taken in labour of her ſecond child, and 
delivered before any aſſiſtance could reach her: 
being pregnant the third time, ſhe beſpoke my 

aſſiſt- 


tin 


fif 


£0 


[145 J 
alſiſlance, but was brought to bed on the 2gth 


ol Deckuskk, 1767, before I could come to 


her. In her fourth pregnancy, finding herſelf 
attacked in a very preſſing manner, ſhe ſent for 
me in the evening of the 2gth of June, 1769, 
the membranes were broke, and I found the 
child preſenting with the nates very low down ; 
the pains were quick and ſharp, and ſhe was de- 
livered with very trifling help. She was with 
child again iri the beginning of the year 1771 : 
and ori the 4th of Ocrtozer of the ſame year, 


taken in labour, and delivered with ſuch expe- 


dition, that no one could get to her ſupport, In 
this lying-itt, ſhe was ſome time before ſhe got well, 
owing to an irregular hectic fever; which at length 
gave way to the bark and aromatic bitters, and ſhe 
entirely recovered her health. Proving with child 
again in the year 1773, and having gone her full 
time, I was ſent for on the goth of No- 
VEMBER, and had not been with her more than 
fifteen minutes before the buſineſs was fully ac- 
compliſhed ; and ſince that birth ſhe has had 


no more children, 
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CASE XCI. 


A. F + Who, from her infancy had endured a 


very bad Rate of health, of a diminitive ſtature, 


and much deformed, both behind and. before, 
was taken in labour of her firſt child the 17th 


of Jury, 1166 ; ſhe felt the waters break and 
come away, and immediately ſent for me; and 
was delivered ſo ſoon, alter I came to her, and 
with ſo little pain, that ſhe affirmed ſhe had felt 


more in a fit of the cholic ; the child, which 


was a girl, was in very good health, and the 
mother got up again in a few days, I was ſent 


for to her in her ſecond labour, the 7th of Ja- 


NUARY, 1768 ; but being at that time ſome miles 


from home, did not arrive ſoon enough to aſſiſt 
in her delivery: ſhe had, however, equally as 
good a recovery as before; but the child, which 


* Was 


( 147 ] 

was vety weakly, died on the 6th day after its 
birth. She ſought my aſſiſtance a third time, in 
SerTEMBER, 1769; I found the preſentation of the 
child right; the pains good, and ſhe was deli- 
vered in a ſhort ſpace of time, The 16th of 
AucusT, 1771, I was deſired to go to her again 
the membranes were broke, and the feet preſent- 
ed; but the child was delivered without much 
difficulty, and the mother did very well. In 
her fifth pregnancy ſhe had a lingering labour of 
many hours, occaſioned by a fright; but it at 
length ended as happily as either of her preceding 
ones, and ſhe was as well as uſual at the end of the 
month; but the child died ſoon after its birth. 
The fixth time of her being with child, in the 
eighth month, ſhe was taken very ill of a pain 
in her ſide, together with a troubleſome cough, 
and great oppreſſion of breath ; I adminiſtered an 
emollient clyſter, and ſoon after took away fix oun- 
ces of blood; beſides which, ſhe occaſionally took 
a balſamic lindlus, in ſmall quantities; and in about 
three weeks afterwards, on the 13th of Ocros ER, 
1774, being taken with labour parns, they were 
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fortunately over in about two hours after my 
coming to her, and I left both mother and child 
in a ſaſe ſituation. Being with child again, ſhe 
was ſo prodigiouſly big, that herſelf, and every 
one elſe, believed there were two children ; ſhe 
was taken in labour in the evening of the 3th 
of NovewsBeR, 1776. I examined, and found 
the head of the child very far advanced; the 
membranes ſoon after broke, the “ waters came 
away in ſurprizing quantities, and were ſoon 
followed by a child of a middling fize; which 
died in a little while after it was born. The laſt 
time of her lying-in was about three years ago; 
when, I am informed, ſhe was ſuddenly taken 
in labour, and delivered by herſelf; but reco- 


vered as well as uſual. 


* Vide Lamotte, Obſ. zog. 


CASE 


CASE XCIL 


M. W. of very ill health; low ſtature; 
hump-back'd; and whole extremities were all 
deformed ; having gone her full time: I was 
{ent for to lay her, on the 2d of FEBAURAv, 
1768 : her pains were at firſt ſlight and flow, 
but genuine and gradually increaſing, and the 
child coming in a natural direction, F was 
led to form a favourable judgment of the 
event; which gave the patient much encou- 
ragement, and in great meaſure reheved her from 
the terrors ſhe had entertained of her own caſe ; 
ſhe was delivered of a fine ſtrong child, in leſs 
than two hours after my arrival; the placenta 
came away very eaſily, and ſhe did well. She 
was a ſecond time with child, and I was called 


to her in a great hurry, on the 13th of Dcru- 
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kk, 1769; but ſhe was brought to-bed more 
than an hour before I could reach her houſe. On 
the 4th of Avcusr, 1774, when labour pains 
commenced in her third pregnaney, I was again 
ſent for, and was only juſt time enough to deli- 
ver the child; the placenia was retained a much 
longer time than uſual, and the woman beginning 
to flood very much, carefully introduced my hand 
into the uterus; and finding the placenta adhere 
to its left fide, gently detached it with my fin- 
gers, and brought it out whole, and ſoon after 
the hemorrhage abated; but the mother was 
longer in recovering of this than in either of her 
former labours, and the child, though very 
hearty at firſt, died in a few days after it was 
born. Being in labour with her ſourth child, I 
attended her about fix o'clock in the morning, 
of the 24th of Jury, 1778; when the birth of 
the child proved eaſy and natural : and after an 
interval of about twenty minutes, the ſecun- 
aines were eaſily excluded: and I have been 


ſyccelsſul in my attendance on her twice ſince.— 


We 
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We may obſerve, that hump-back'd people in gene- 


ral, cannot aſſiſt themſelves ſo well in theuſu al po- 
ſition in which we place women: but in the forego- 
ing caſes, I found no difficulty whatever from an 
horizontal poſture, with the head of the patient 
ſomewhat elevated. —La Morrs recites five caſes 
of lame and crooked women: the firſt of which, 
'obſervation 144, he tells us, was the Marchioneſs 
of , who was lame by the diſlocation of 
one of her hips, which had happened to her in 
her infancy, and for which ſhe had been ill- 
treated; he found the child in a right poſture ; 
the waters ſoon came away, followed by the 
child, and he brought away the placenta imme- 
diately: he obſerves, that the head of the 
femur when diſlocated, does not lie in the 
paſſage of the bones; ſo, conſequently can 
be no hindrance to the coming forth of the 
child: as lame women are more liable to fall, he 
recommends them to be upon their guard, du- 
ring their pregnancies, In the ſecond caſe, the 
woman was lame of both feet, through a wrong 


conformation of the parts, and from thence was 


L 4 very 
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very ſubjeR to fall down; which, by being care- 
ful, ſhe prevented, during her being with child, 
and happily went her full time: perceiving 
ſome of the forc-runners of delivery, ſhe ſent 
for him; labour came on ſoon aſter, and ſhe 
was brought to-bed in leſs than an hour: he re- 
fleas, that the parts which are ſubject to be 
lame, haying no relation to thoſe which are ſub- 
ſervient to delivery, can be no obſtacle to it: 
there ſeems to be more reaſon, he ſays, to ap- 
prehend this in crooked women; becauſe in 
ſome, the ſpine bending outwards in the middle 
of the back projects often too forwards towards 
the vertebræ of the loins ; fo, that the diſtance 
between the os ſacrum and pubis is made nar- 
rower, which muſt make delivery very diff- 
cult, if not impoſſible: but he adviſes us to take 
notice, chat lame or ſtraight, high or low wo- 
men, are all ſubject to this inconvenience: in 
the following obſervation, he ſpeaks of a Lady 
very much deformed, both before and behind, 
of very ill health, being very lean and ſhort- 
breathed, whom he deſpaired of ſaving, conſi- 
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dering the many indiſpolitions ſhe laboured un- 
der; her complaints encreaſed as ſhe diew nearer 
her time, and between the 6th and 7th months 
ſhe had ſome flight pains, of which ſhe gave 
him notice: he immediately judged them to be 
labour pains, which were even ſtrong enough to 
engage him to enquire into the ſituation of the 
child, the head of which he felt through the 
membranes and waters, which were in ſmall 
quantity; it was very ſoft, which made him 
judge that the child was ſmall: the waters ga- 
thered and ſoon came away, and the child fol- 
lowed in leſs than an hour; it was very (mall, 
and lived eight days without taking any nou» 
riſnmeut; the chord, which was weak, did not 
hinder the placenta from adhering very firmly ; 
for fear of any accident, he would have intro- 
. duced his hand to looſen it, but the os ſacrum 
and pubes were lo near one another, that he found 
it impoſſible ; he therefore made uſe of the chord, 
encouraging the patient to bear downwards, to 
blow in her hand, and put her finger down her 
throat, as to excite vomiting; by which means 
he 


[ 436-3 
he got away the placenta whole; ſhe got up 


again, but never afterwards enjoyed a good ſlate 
of health; a cough came on, which fell upon 
her lungs, and ſhe died fix months aſter of an 
univerſal dropſy. It is the opinion of our au- 
thor, that had this woman gone her full time, 
ſhe never could have been delivered; becauſe 
the child would have been too big to have come 
through the paſſage; and, that it was owing to 
its ſmallneſs that ſhe was brought to-bed ſo 
ſoon: he accounts for her dying droffical, (a 
diſtemper, which aſthmatical people are very 
liable to) by obſerving, that the blood not being 
ſufficiently attenuated in the lungs, which in this 
woman had not full liberty to play, occaſioned her 
frequent reſpiration, turned it ſerous, and being 
afterwards filtrated by the glands of. the ſkin, 
cauſed this general inundation. After this woman, 
we find he delivered two others, in the {ame caſe, 
and both of dead children: one of the women 
dicd, and the other recovered with a great decal 
of difficulty: he further remarks, that although 
it often happens that this i conformation of the 
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back is confined to the os ſacrum, whereby the ſpace 


between this bone and the os pubis is too narrow to 
admit a full-grown child between them, which puts 
us under the neceſlity of having recourſe to the 
Caſarian-operation ; yet, he ſays, it is not al- 
ways the caſe, as he has delivered ſeveral crooked 
women, who have come off very well ; and the 
moſt rait women may labour under this wrong 
conformation : and to the ſtraitneſs of this paſſage 
alone it is, that we owe all lingering labours, and 
often thoſe againſt nature ; but here, perhaps, our 
author's remark is rather too general; as it is 
well known, that lingering and laborious la- 
bours often occur from various other cauſcs, be- 
ſides the narrowneſs or diſlortion of the pelvis : 
in his next obſervation, he relates the caſe 
of a patient, who was the ſmalleſt woman that 
he ever ſaw, and whoſe extremitics were all 
| deformed; he found her with labour pains, but 
they were ſo remote from one another, that they 
were unable to bring forwards the head of a 
very little child, which was engaged in the paſ- 
lage, and ſo preſſed, that the bones of the head 
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rid over one another; the meronium came away 
in great quantities, whereby he judged that the 
child was dead, the mother beſides not having 
felt it ſince the day before ; the neck of the blad- 
der was ſo compreſled as not to ſuffer a drop of 
urine to come away, whence her belly was ſo 
{welled as to touch her chin; ſhe was weak, 
cold, and almoſt without any pulſe; this en- 
gaged him to deliver her immediately ; which 
he did, by opening the crantum: part of the 
bones he drew away, with all the brain: which 
ſo leſſened the fize of the head, that he extracted 
it without much trouble: the ſhoulders at firſt 
ſeemed to ſlick without his being able to ſlide 
his fingers under the axzllas, becauſe of the 
flraitneſs of the paſſage; but he ſuccecded at 
laſt by taking a great deal of care, for fear of 
pulling away the head; the chord being very 
{mall and weak, broke, or rather looſened away 
at its root from the H; the paſſage be- 
teen the bones being too narrow to admit of 
the introduction of his hand, he was forced to 
tuft the buſineſs to nature, which expelled the 
lacen ba 


mn 


placenta in three days, without its being corrupt - 


ed in the leaſt, and the mother did well, contrary | 


to his expectation, It is his opinion, that had 


the child preſented in any other poſture, as he 


was ſure of its death, he ſhould have been forced 
to have let the mother periſh without help; and 
had it been living, that he muſt have had re- 
courſe to the Cæſarian operation, this being the 
only caſe which requires it. In obf. 147, our 
author alſo ſpeaks of a Lady, who was very 
crooked, both before and behind, and ctherwiſe 
very much deformed: he was ſent for, and 
found her with {light ſhort pains; but which in- 
creaſed in two hours aſter his coming, and con- 
tinued ſo briſkly, that ſhe was delivered of a 
ſtout boy and placenta in leſs than half an hour; 


the next day he left both mother and child in 


pretty good health: he remarks, that this wo- 
man's being brought to-bed with ſo much eaſe 
| was, becauſe the inferior vertebræ of the loins, 
and thoſe of the os ſacrum, inſtead of bending 
forwards, rather bunched outwards, which faci- 


litated the coming away of the chi:d: this per- 
{on 


(.-133] 
ſon, he tells us, enjoyed a better ſtate of health 


than that before-mentioned, and he never deli. 


vered her afterwards, her labours being always 


ſo expeditious that they had not time to fetch 
him: he alſo mentions two women, of the 
town, in which he lived; who, though exceed- 
ingly crooked, were almoſt always brought to- 
bed, and of large children too, before he could 
poſſibly come to them, 
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CASES XCIII, XCIV, and XCV. 


COMMUNICATED 


INA LETTER TO THE LATE | 
DR. COLIN MACKENZIE- 


„% APRIL 2, 1770. 


„ DEAR SIR, 


1 LEARN, with extreme ſatiſ- 
faction, that my conduct deſerved your appro- 
* bation, in regard to the caſe in which the 
head remained in the vagina. My employ- 
* ments have, for ſome time, prevented me from 
** gratifying the inclination I have had. of ſub- 
** mitting to your judgment and conſideration, 
the ſubſequent occurrences in Mrpwiresy ; 
which are citcumſtantially as follow: in the 


« evening 


— — —— — _ 
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evening of the fourteenth of Aucvsr lat, 
1% Mrs. M*****, of this town, finding herſelf at- 
e tacked with ſome ſlight pains, ſent ſor me; as 
che ni ght approached the pains were leſs frequent; 
not being permitted to touch her, and gueſling 
from hence, that the labour would be linget- 
ing; after adminiſtring an opiate in a cupful 
« of caudle, I left her, and went to-bed ; the 
„next morning when I called on her again, I 
found her pretty much in the ſame ſituation as 
„hen I left her, except that ſhe had now and 
then upon her cloths, the appearance of a glai- 
* ry mucus, tinged with blood, Matters went on 
after this manner, till the evening of the ſe- 
«+ venteenth, when the pains came on more and 
« ſtronger: I now aſſured myſelf of the tight 
„ ſituation of the child; and notwithſtanding 


the os tince was ſufficiently dilated, and had 


* receded on all ſides, and I could diſcover the 
e child's head by the touch, to be ſo far advan- 
«* ced in the paſſage, as to be felt below, the ſupe- 
« rjor circumference of the elvis, and hy the lamb- 
* dordul ſuture, that it was the vertex which pre- 

« ſentcd ; 


7 WP 
t ſented ; and that the labour was retarded either by 
the weakneſs of the mother, or largeneſs of the 
'* child's head, or probably from both thoſe 
e cauſes; yet, as no very preſſing exigencies ſu- 
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% pervened, I could not prevail upon myſelf 
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* once to think of the forceps; but ſupporting 
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* my patient at intervals with opiates and mild 


„ cordials, by meer dint of patience, and with 
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* the aſſiſtance of nature only, the buſineſs was 
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* finiſhed about four o' clock in the morning 
* of the twentieth, and was one of the longeſt 
'* Iabours in which I was ever engaged; the 
child was very ſtout and healthy ; the placenta 
* did not come away till an hour after the birth 
of the child, and was much larger than the 
common fize; its diameter being ten inches, 
« and its center two; but neither the unuſual 
protraction of the labour, nor the extraordi- 
* nary ſize of the placenta, were circumſtances ſo 
„ uncommon as that which followed afterwards ; 
for early the next morning, aſter ſuffering all 


the day and night ſucceeding her labour, a ſeries 


* of the moſt ſevere pains, ſhe was delivered of a 
. M | * fælus 


| : 2681 
% fetus about the ſize of one's little finger, en- 
* cloſed in the ſecundines, which unfortunately 
had been ſo roughly handled by the nurſe, as 
* to damage and mutilate their contents beyond 
any poſhbility of preſerving them: I ſay, un- 
* fortunately, becauſe I could have been very 
happy in the preſervation of the fetus and 
% ts little bag; which being brought forth 


after the woman had been delivered of a live 


child at her full period of geſtation, may per- 


» haps (though, I think, very improperly) pro- 


* duce a ſubject for the doctrine of ſuperſetation : 
„upon this very curious matter, I fhall anx- 
* jzouſly expect your ſentiments and opinion, 
« The mother became eaſy and free from 
pain, ſoon aſter this ſecond birth, did very 
„well, and got up again in a fortnight, but the 
child was carried off by a dyſentery; which at 
that time was almoſt ehidemically fatal to ma- 
ny infants in this place, and its neighbour- 
„ bouurhood: this diſeaſe, in general, I pre- 
*+ ſume, originates from thoſe prevailing acidi- 
« ties, to Which we attribute moſt of the diſor- 
ders 
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ders to which children (more particularly 


jn the firſt ſtage of infancy) are ſubject: the 
« ſtools in this caſe were thin, watry, frequent, 
and fo very corroſive, as to excoriate'the fun- 
„ dament, breech, and thighs; the child was 


« often much convulſed, and threw off moſt 


„ violent eructations of wind: at firſt J ad- 
« miniſtered ſmall doſes of oculi cantrorum, ph. 
„with pulvis rhei, and directed the food to be 
*« aſtringent, and of the alcaleſcent kind: at 


length, as the diforder encreaſed to a dange- | 


„ rous degree of violence, I gave a grain of 
" thecacuanha, with a little magneſia, and three 


drops of tin. thebaica; beſides which, I or- 


« dered to be injected every eight hours, half 
© an ounce of ſtarch, diſſolved in mint tea, as a 
* clyſter; and as often as the ſtomach would 
„ diſpenſe with it, directed ſmall quantities of 
« calyes foot jelly, beef tea, or weak mutton 
broth to be given, but all to no fort of pur- 
« pole; for, notwithſtanding my utmoſt care 
* and attention, the poor little infant expired, 
* after a bard ſtruggle of ſeven days.—In the 
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month of OcrogEx laſt, I had the following 


„ hiſtory of an extra- ulerine conception, from a 
„ gentleman, who laments his want of accuracy 
in the relation of the caſe; but on whoſe ve- 
« racity I can implicitly rely. The patient, he ſays, 
© lived in SWALLOW-STREET, CARNABY MARKET, 
and had been married three years; at the end 
© of which, ſhe had ſuch complaints, as very 
* reaſonably induced her to believe, that they 
« aroſe from the common-caufe of pregnancy : 
© ſhe had a ſenſe of fullneſs, and as ſhe grew 
bigger, felt motions common to women upon 
their becoming quick with child; and theſe 
„ ſtirrings rather ſtrengthened as ſhe advanced 
„towards the expected period of labour; but 
% ſhe paſſed over that term, and had nothing 


like labour pains; was frequently ill; often 


„ complained of a ſenſe of ſuffocation, tenſion, 
and weight in the abdomen; nauſea, apepſia, 
* and ſeveriſh heats, with almoſt continual pains 
«in the kyþogaſtric region; but the internal 
% motions entirely ceaſed, and ſhe neither in- 
** creaſed nor diminiſhed in magnitude for the 


** fpace of two years and ſeven weeks: du- 


ring 


| [ 165 ] 
« ring the laſt ſix months of which, ſhe was often 
* attacked with tremors, dreadful apprehen- 


% ſions, and inexpreſſible pains and agonies ; 


could not dreſs or undreſs herſelf without 


„help. and at length was entirely deſtroyed by 
* a maraſmus. This is literally the account, as 
© given me in writing by the Correſpondent 1 al- 
luded to; who opened the body after her 


„ death: and adds, that he found the uterus 


perfectly in its natural ſtate; but, externally, 
«on its left fide, diſcovered a ſmall female 
ſclus, but not dillinctly featured, and of a fod- 
den appearance, as if it had been boiled: the 


** left fallopian tube, he ſays, was enlarged, much 


« elongated, and callous at its extremities ; but 
there was nothing fingular or unnatural in the 
appearance of the right fallopian tube, nor in any 
« other parts of the abdomen.—On the 16th of 
„ NovemBEr laſt, I was conſulted in the caſe of 
* a married Lady, who had complained of nau- 
« ſea, vomiting, particular diſtates and loathing ; 
* ſhe had miſſed her menſes for the laſt three 
« months; and from the firſt period of their ceſſa- 


M 3 tion 


* „ 1 


L 166 ] 
tion had had a diſcharge from the vag ina, 
*« which ſhe imputed to the whites; for which 
© the committed herſelf to the care of a ſur- 
„ geon, who was related to her; the complaint 
© being recent, he attempted the cure by ſtyptic 


applications and aſtringents; but not gaining 


ground, and the diſcharge increaſing, the pa- 
tient conſulted me: and upon proper en- 
„ quiry, I gave it as my opinion, that her other 
complaints, as well as this, moſt probably pro- 
* ceeded from pregnancy; I took away a 
© few ounces of blood, preſcribed gentle laxa- 
© tives, and at intervals mild balſamic medi- 
cines; her increaſe of ſize, and the motion of 
„ the fetus, in conſequence thereof, hath con- 
« firmed my verdict on the caſe, and I expect 
to wait on her at the full period of her term, 
about the middle of the next month; the dil- 
* charge I before ſpoke of, though conſiderably 
„ diminiſtied, is not, I find, entirely abated, but 
does not weaken her in the leaſt, nor give her 
any uncaſinels, as ſhe expects full relief from 


„the approaching criſis, —I cannot cloſe this 


Jetter 
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« letter without informing you, that the other 
« day I incurred ſome reprehenſions from a 
«« ſenior practitioner, for venturing to bleed 
« a maid ſervant in the vena ſaphena, on 
account of a violent head-ach, only a few 
„days prior to the time when ſhe expected a re- 
turn of the catamenia. Pray, is it poſſible, 
that this could make any difference? Accept 


my beſt acknowledgments, with ſentiments 
« due to you, 


From, &c.” | 


THE ANSWER. 


« DEAR SIR, 


« I's the labour you firſt mention, 
„you are to be commended for truſting to 
% nature; who, though flow in her operation, 
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« is neverthelefs moſt commonly ſafe and deci. 
** fivex perhaps your patient was not very young, 
and this might be her firſt child; which, you 
* know, are cauſes of protraction that often oc- 
„ cur: as there was no preſſing danger, notwith- 
++ ſtanding the very great length of the labour, 
and tho' the head was below the brim of the pel- 
vis, you did very right by waiting patiently in 
* preference to the uſe of inſtruments, 


This muſt have been a caſe of twins, and not 
* of ſuperſetation; a ridiculous dodrine, that has 
no in great meaſure, loſt its ſooting; yet is not 
+ without its advocates: and the learned Har- 
** LER, in his Opuſculum Patholog. tells us, that 
« after he had publiſhed his Commentaries upon 
« Beerkarve, that he diſcovered in three bodies, 
* where the uterus was burſt: and in other preg- 
* nant uteri, that the tubes are very little af- 
« feed by pregnancy, and that che part of the 
„ uterus, between the tubes, is not much in- 
* creaſed, and but a little convex; but, as in 
pregnant women, the lubes are almoſt pendu- 


lous, 
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„ lous, and therefore parallel with the uterus: 
' hence, it ſeems to have happened, that Da- 


„ven, and other anatomical writers, have 


made the tubes come out a great way below 
the ſundus uteri, and cannot reach to the ov“ 
ria: but theſe aſſertions, this ingenious writer 
'* boldly advances, are proved to be falſe, by 
„ means of many experiments; which, however 
« unfortunately for the cauſe he would ſupport, 
„he has forgot to publiſh: after this, he pro- 
** ceeds to aſſert it as a certainty, that ſuperſxta- 
tions do happen; and declares, that in preg- 
„ nant women, he has ſeen the tubes of ſuch a 
length, as to be capable of reaching the ovartz 
very eaſily; yet, for my own part, I ſhall ever 
* conſider ſuperfatation merely as an imaginary 
„ preternatural operation, and utterly impoſſible. 
It is a thouſand pities that you did not preſerve 
the bag and fatus, as they were; a drawing 
from you in their mangled ſtate, would have 
been a pretty and convincing addition to the 
e caſe: therefore pray, when any thing curious 
does occur, and that you can obtain it, let it 


6 be 
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be preſetrved. Did you ſee the fetus? was it 
* complete and found? was there an aſter- bur- 
** then? or, was the covering all membranous ? did 
* ſhe lace her lays tight? enquire if any thing pat- 
** ticular happened during pregnancy, to occaſion 
the death of the tus; eſpecially in the firſt three 
* or four months: in ſhort, endeavour to get as 
many circumſtances as you can, to enlarge 
* and make the caſe complete; as indeed it 1s 
very cutious, You was undoubtedly right, 
* not to ule force in he extraction of the pla- 
* centa; but I ſhould always recommend its de- 
* livery as ſoon as it can conveniently be accom- 

pliſhed without violence; I am very glad your 
patient did well. The dyſentery in ſuch young 
children is a diforder moſt dangerous, and 
*« when attacked with it to ſo violent a degree, as 
you mention, they ſeldom Jong ſurvive, In- 
** deed, I know not how you could have treated 
it better, You will oblige me, by enquiring 
* of your friend, 1f he had an opportunity to 
©« piclerve ihe exira-uterine ſætus? and how large 
it was? whether it was in a / reſembling the 


ſecun- 


* I 
* ſecundines, and contained water? whether the 
" ovum Was found in the pelvis or abdomen? and 
„whether there was any placenia? and if ſo, 
„or any thing like it. what were the parts to 
« which it adhered? Theſe are facts which I 
could be glad to know; as otherwiſe the caſe 
is incomplete. I knew an inſtance of a child 
« found without the uterus in the abdomen of its 
„mother; the pains came on, and a midwife 
„was employed: this woman finding an en- 
« Jargement in the vagina, miſtook that for the 
* membranes; which ſhe attempted to break 
„through by repeatedly ſcratching it with her 
„nails, in which ſhe ſucceeded ſo far as to eva- 
* cuate the waters: however, the birth of the 
child being fill retarded, a MAN-M1D.WIEE was 
" procured ; but to no purpoſe, the woman 
„growing worſe and wotſe, till at length ſhe 
died. Now cannot help flattering myſelf, that 
had I been preſent, I might, in all probability, 
have ſaved the lives of both mother and child; 
* for I believe I ſhould have ventured to have 


made an inciſion through that part of the va- 
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gina which was thruſt forward by the propel- 
ling force; and, perhaps, by that means, might 
have delivered the child, 


« As to your caſe, in which the diforder wag 
„ miſtaken for the fluor albus, I ſhould have 
* thought it required but 'a ſmall ſhare of 
« diſcernment, both ſrom the touch, &c. to have 
gathered a competent idea of the patient's con- 
dition: I wiſh you ſucceſs in her delivery, and 
dare ſay ſhe will do very well. It may well 
« deſerve our obſervation, that the ovulum lies 
«© ſome time before it is attached to the uterus; at 
length the ovulum and uterus increaſe together: 
*« which is a wiſe proviſion of nature; for was 
the uterus to increaſe alone, the conſequence 
 * muſt be miſcarriage, It is no uncommon 
thing for women to have a diſcharge not un- 
« like the whites, which they ſometimes conclude 
« really is that diſorder; but which is often 
«* found to be no more than a diſcharge con- 


+ ſequent upon conception. 
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© The bleeding from a vein is ſoon recruited, 


and if done two or three days before the men- 
" ſirual pertod, cannot poſſibly retard it long. 
„Adieu! You may always depend upon the 
eſteem and friendſhip of, &c.” 


ax EPL I; 


« Mar 31, 1778; 
« DEAR SIR, l 


0 1 RETURN you my thanks 
« for your obliging letter, and fincerely regret 


that it was not in my power to preſerve the 


bag and ſetus; and, that I did not attempt a 
% delineation of them in that ſtate, in which 
„ they were; but they were thrown away ſoon 
„ after I had had a fight of them, by direction 
of the patient: however, I very diſtinctly ſaw the 
* head, arms, legs, thighs, and ſome parts of the 
i chorton and amnios were very diſtin ; the other 


— park 
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part of the bag was wholly membranous, and 
no placenta diſtinguiſhable, I have made the 
** neceſſary enquiries of the patient, who in- 
* forms me, that about the ſecond month of her 
pregnancy ſhe was ſeized with frequent tre- 
% mors upon moving; which continuing for two 
&© or three weeks, ſhe at length attributed them to 
the great preſſure made on her belly by a ſtiff 
pair of ſtays which ſhe at that time wore, laced 
« up very tight; and which gave her ſo much 
pain, that ſhe at laſt found herſelf obliged to 
* lay them aſide, and to get an eaſy pair of 
jumps in their ſtead: notwithſtanding which, 
* though ſhe was caſter in other reſpects, yet the 
* tremors attended, with de jection of ſpirits, ſtill 
* continued: towards the end of the third 
„month, ſhe ſays, as ſhe was walking out ſhe 
* was frightened by a boy's falling from a horſe, 
© which terrified her to that degree, that it was 
wich difficulty ſhe reached home, which was 
«* about half a mile diſtant, and foon after ſhe 
felt an uncommon fluttering, which continued 


* at intervals for ſome days: and when it 
| © ceaſed, 


[ 175 J 
* ceaſed, was ſucceeded by a pain in the right 
1 ſide of her belly; uneaſy ſenſations about the 
« pelvis, often aſcending to the hypogaftric region; 
& which, ſhe ſays, ſhe is not even now entirely free 
« from. Theſe are all the circumſlances which 
“% I am able to collect of the caſe: you may 
« depend upon my taking your advice; and, 
6 that in future, when any thing curious does 
„occur, I ſhall be particularly careful in my 
„ obſervations of it; but in this caſe, it really 
* was out of my power to obſerve more than 1 
t did. I have ſeen the Gentleman to whom I 
© was obliged for the extra-uterine caſe: and 
5 the ſize of the ſetus he tells me, did not ex- 


„ cecd that of an abortion at five months: it 


ee was contained in a bag, which ſomewhat re- 


* ſembled the ſecundines, but was rather of a 
* ligamentons than a membranous appearance, 
© and contained more than a pint of turbid 
&« fluid, like the water in which fleſh had been 
© waſhed; the ovum was found in the abdomen ; 
but he does not recollect to have obſerved any 
* thing like a placenta. Iam, Kc.“ 


Mavri 
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Mavkicteav has given his opinion of ſupers 
fatation, as a matter that very rarely happens, and 
is neither for nor againſt it: he ſays, that when 
a woman brings forth one or more children at a 
birth, begotten at once, which uſually are 
called Twins, and differ from ſuperſetation ; "tis 
known by their being both almoſt of an equal 
thickneſs and bignels, and having but one only 
and common eſter-birth, not ſeparated the one 
from the other; but by their membranes, which 
wrapt each apart with their waters, and not both 
in the ſame membranes and waters, as ſome have 
believed, contrary to the truth ; but if there are 
ſeveral children and a ſuperſælalion, they will be 
alſo ſeparated by their membranes, and not have 
a common burthen, but each his part ; neither 
will they be of an equal bigneſs, for that which 
is the ſuper ſetation will always be leſſer or weak- 
er, than the one engendered at firſt; who, becauſe 
of its force and vigour, draws the greateſt and 
beſt part of the nouriſhment: in analogy to his 
opinton, he adds, juſt as we find fair and great 
fruit, have often near them very little ones ; be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe thoſe that are firſt knotted and faſtened to 
the tree, take away all the nouriſhment from 
their neighbours, who did but bloſſom when the 
firſt had already acquired ſome bigneſs. After 
this curious alluſion, he proceeds in aſſerting, 
that ſometimes Twins are not of an equal big- 
neſs, which happens according as the one or the 
other hath more ſtrength to draw to it in greater 


abundance the beſt part of the common nou- 


nihment. To illuſtrate his ſubje& farther, he 


relates the caſe of a woman whom he delivered 
of a very great living girl by the feet, which 
firſt came to the birth: and upon fetching the 
aſter-birth he brought with it another child, a 
dead boy, as little again as the firſt girl, and 
ſeemed not to be, reſpecting his bigneſs, above 
five or fix months: although they were both to- 
gether at one time, as was manifeſt by their both 
having but one and the ſame burthen; and this 
ſecond child was fo little that it came together 
with the burthen, and wrapt up in the mem- 
branes, which he preſently opened to ſee whe- 
ther it was alive; but it had been a long time 
Vor, II. N dead, 
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dead, as it appeared by its corruption, — In 
CHATMAN, we find the caſe of a woman, who 
was delivered of a dead fetus, after the birth of 
a living child: a large child was born by the na- 
tural pains, in about two hours after the mother 
was taken in labour: he attended her, and in- 
troducing his hand (as was his common prac- 
tice) into the uterus, the moment the infant was 
born, in order to receive the placenta, he found 
another child decayed, about the bigneſs of a ſæ- 
tus in the ſixth month, and he afterwards deli- 
vered two diſtinct placenta's: andRuvscu tells us, 
of the wife of a certain Surgeon, at Aus Ex- 
DAM, in the year 1686, who brought forth a 
robuſt living infant, and within fix hours after 
this birth, ſhe brought forth likewiſe an embrio, 
of a conſiderable figure and magnitude; in which 
it was remarkable, that the funzculus umbilicalis 
reſembled ſo many hzdatids; fo, that the whole 
ſcemed to be a chain of veſicles filled with a wa- 
tery humour; and the placenla belonging to it, 
was of ſuch a thickneſs and magnitude, that we 


ſeldom fee it thicker or larger in a fetus three 
months 


ths 
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months old, — In Bus rox, we find a print re- 
preſenting the fide and back view of an embrio, 
which was erroneouſly called a ſaberſætation, 
being brought forth a few days after the birth of 
a living child, at its full term, To the ſame 


Gentleman we are obliged for the account of a 
mechanis's wife in Yoxx, who, when about two 
months pregnant, perceived daily a little water 
come from her womb ; which made her apprehen- 
ſive, that what ſhe took for pregnancy, was really a 
dropſy in the womb, as ſhe called it: however, 
as ſhe found no immediate danger, and was wil- 
ling to avoid expence, ſhe made no application for 
afliſtance : although ſhe daily parted with a little 
water for ſome days, and then the running 
ceaſed ; ſhe went on to her full time, and brought 
forth a living child, and had as much water in 
the bag, as ſhe uſed to have with her former 
children; but the after-birth ſhe ſaid was larger 
than uſual, having ſomething growing to the ſide 
of it (as they told her): the next year ſhe be- 
came pregnant again; and again the waters 
breaking out in the third month, ſhe applied to 

8 N 3 | the 


[ 180 |] 
the Door ſor his aſliflance, leſt (as ſhe ſaid) 
ſhe ſhould have the like ſubſtance grow again, 
that might be larger, and not be got ſo eaſily 
away. From the above account, he was led to 
conjecture what was the caſe, which was verified 
in the event: for he imagined, he ſays, ſhe was 
with Twins, and that the bag of one of them 
had burſt; but the other fill increaſed and com- 
preſicd the placenta and embrio within the bag, ſo 
as to appear as above deſcribed ; he therefore de- 
hred the woman not to be under any immediate 
concern, but to keep at reſt, and if any thing 
extraordinary happened to let him know: and 
when ſhe ſhould lie in, to tell the midwife to 
be particularly careful to examine the after-birth 
verv accurately, and if there was any appear- 
ance different from what was common, to ſend 
for him: which accordingly was done; and he found 
the remains of a fetus or embrio, about three inches 
long, with its integuments, &c. compreſſed very 
flat, and moſtly corrupted, although the new-born 
child was at its ſull growth, and healthy: this, 
he favs, made ſome of the by-ſtanders imagine 

there 


11 
there had been a ſuprrſalation; but he ſoon 
ſhewed them their error ;—a miſtake of the like 


kind, he tells us, happened at HarrinGron, 
five miles from Doc As; where, the wife of 
a farmer fell into labour, and was delivered of 
a living girl, with the placenta, on Frinav, the 
25th of May, 1750; and on Moxnay, the 25th 
following, about fix o'clock was delivered of a ſæ- 
tus, which came away with a maſly ſubſtance ; but, 
whether fleſhy or compoled of large clots of blood, 
they could not tell : however, the woman recovered 
very well; and the Doctor preſerved the ſætus in 
ſpirits amongſt his collection. — & caſe like this, 
is mentioned by Joy Anxes DANIEL Gererus, 
MN. C. Dec. 2. An. 3. Obſ. 133, he fays, a 
living child was born: and, Quum vero pe- 
e ritius ſecundinam inſpicerem, quæ non fere 
plerumque oblonga, ſed plana & rotunda erat, 
© invent eam ci cumdatam tenaci membrani, 
« inque hic incluſum alterum filiolum ad Spi- 
thauæ longitudinem cujus funiculus umbilica- 
lis joſertus erat proprie placentz, que alert 
« fortulſume convexa erat” This had been dead 
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for ſome time; for he ſays, “ Cerebrum & he- 


par erant putrida, corverò inſtar cordis claudæ, 
* reſus inſtar phaſcoli, funiculus umbilicalis in- 
« ſtar penn inſertus hepati & veſicæ, &c,"— 
Dr. SwtLitit ſpeaking of ſuperſetation, ſays, in 
all thoſe caſes which gave riſe to this ſuppoſition, 
n may be taken for granted, that the woman was 
actually with child of Twins; one of which 
lying next the os internum might chance to dio 
and mortiſy, ſo as that the membranes give way, 
and the dead ſætus is diſcharged ; while the other 
remains in the uterus, and is delivered at the 
full time. On the other hand, by ſome acci- 
dent, the firſt and largeſt. may be born ſome 
days or weeks before the full time, and after- 
wards the os Ztuce contract fo as to detain the 


other till the due period. At other times, the 


child that lies next to the fundus is the ſmalleſt, 


and follows after the birth of the other; ſometimes 
dead and putiified, and ſometimes in an ema- 
ciated condition. See coll 6. vol. 2.—Alſo caſes 
106 & 107 of this work; beſides the hiſtories of 
extra- ulerine conceptions given us in Dr, SMEL= 


LIE'S 
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11 s Collection. In the Bibliotheca Anatomica, 


we have the caſe of a woman, who, at the uſual 
period of geſtation, had ſuch pains as made her 
judge herſelf to be in labour; but to no put- 
pole. About this time the fetus died, and at 
the end of the eighteenth month, after ſuffering a 
great deal, ſhe complained of a great pain about 
her navel, which was ſucceeded by a ſungous 
ulcer near that part, which was afterwards dila- 
ted, and the fxius taken out; which lay in the 
right fallopian tube, the head downwards and its 
heels to the diaphragm, the placenta adhering to 
the tube. This woman, we are told, recovered 


from this ſeemingly improbable operation, and 
bore children afterwards, viz. a girl, withia two 
years; and in the ſpace of another year, a girl | ; 
and a boy at one birth. —In Girrakxb, we find 
the caſe of a fetus, above ſix months old, con- 
tained in a ſacculus, without the womb, and pro- 
truded through the anus: he tells us there was 
a large diſcharge of grumous blood, and ather 
ſubſtances, through the axus; which continued 


coming away üll the woman died: there was 2 
N 4 fulneſs 
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fulneſs and hardneſs very perceptibly to be ſelt 


outwardly in the fore-part of the belly, ſome 
diſtance below the navel, from the time that the 
{tus came away till the hour of her death; 
which, upon opening the body, he was well 
aſſured, was the uterus drove upwards and for- 
wards by the ſacculus, which being large and diſ- 
tended filled up the pelvis, and by its bulk preſ- 
ſed the uterus both upwards and forwards. Dr, 
Dopv, phyſician to St. BaxrwoLomew's Hos- 
PITAL, was preſent whilſt Mr. Nourse, Sur- 
geon to the ſaid Hoſpital, and himſelf opened 
the body; wherein the vagina, uterus, liga- 
menta rotunda, the ovary, fallopian tube, and liga- 
mentum latum; together with the hypogaſiric and 
ſpermatic veſſels, were found on the left fide ina 
natural ſtate z the fallopian tube on the right fide, 
was traced from the fundus uteri, almoſt to the 
morſus diaboli, where it opened into, and was 
confuſedly and cloſely united with a ſaceulus im- 
mediately to be deſcribed; the ovary on this 
ſide, together with the ligamentum latum was di- 
lated into a large ſacculus, of an irregular form, 


extending 
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extending itſelf behind the uterus, (to the back 
part of which it adhered) and paſſing on to- 
wards the left ſide, was connected to that part of 
the colon that terminates in the redlum; as allo to 
the refum: in this ſacculus was found part of 
a placenta, and the remains of the lacerated 
membranes; and beſides the aperture of the ſal- 
loptan tube, mentioned before, there was another 
about four inches in diameter, into the middle 
of the retlum : that part of the ureter on the 
right fide, which lay between the ovary and the 
kidney was dilated; and ſo was that part of the 
reflum between the aperture and the colon; the 
dilatation of both theſe canals was cauſed from 
the contents being obſtrudted in the paſſage, ' This 
curious and uncommon caſe, the author tells 
us, was communicated to the Royal Society, 
and the parts ſhewn them: the Preſident, Sir 
Hans SLoane, ordered two draughts to be taken 
of them, which are annexed to this account, 
and very accurately deſcribed : the fairs, we are 
told, was perfect in all its parts; but much 
waſted, ſhrunk, and putrified, from its being 

ſome 
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ſome time dead. — In Cuarnman, we likewiſe meet 
with an extraordinary inſtance of a woman, who 
was delivered at the anus, in many teſpects ſimi- 
lar to that which is above related by GIMTARD.— 
We find in the Firſt Volume of Medical Com- 
mentaries, that Dr. HuxrER met with a very 
ſingular caſe, of a conception in the falloptan 
tube: in conſequence of that tube having burſl, 
an 1aternal hemorrhage had enſued, which occa- 
ſioned the death of the woman: he ſhewed the 
paris to his pupils; the uterus was enlarged, 
nearly as much as it would have been, at the pe- 
riod at which the woman died, had the concep- 
tion been in it; and the membrana dectdua was 
diſtinctly ſeen lining the fundus uteri: he ob- 
ſerved, that this caſe confirmed two opinions, 


which he had before entertained concerning the 


gravid uterus; it ſhewed, that the enlargement 


of the imbreguated uterus does not happen me- 
chanically from the increaſing bulk of its con- 
"tents; it ſhewed likewiſe, that the decidua, or 
outer ſtratum of the ſecundines, belongs to the 
wicrus, and not to the ovum, or that part of the 
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conception which is brought from the ovarium, 
In the ſecond volume of the ſame work, we 
have the two following very ſingular accounts of 
extra-uterine ſæli: the firſt is communicated by Dr. 
TrHomas Younc, Profeſſor of Minwirzxy in the 
Univerſity of EpinzurGn, to Dr. Bx l, of the city 
of DuBLin:—in the caſe of Erzanox Noox, of 
GREHAN, in the county of Mayo, aged 21, who 
aſter being married fiffreen months, had the 
uſual figns of pregnancy ; at the expiration of 


her reckoning ſhe was ſeized with labour pains, 


which, by her own account, were very violent . 


for ſome days, and continued near three weeks, 
gradually becoming more languid, until they en- 
urely ceaſed : after this, ſhe perceived no mo- 
tion in the abdomen; but as her pains abated, her 
belly increaſed in bulk, and continued to do ſo 
till he ſaw her, which was in Jaxvarr, 1737: 
about five months after ſhe was ſeized with the 
labour pains; at this time, the whole abdomes 
was ſo much diſtended, that the Doctor ima- 
gined that ſhe and her friends had miſtaken the 
cale, and that it had been an aſcites from the be- 
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ginning ; but upon minute enquiry, he had too 
much reaſon to ſuſpect what afterwards appeared 
to be well founded: ſhe was emaciated to the 
grcateſt degree, and ſo weak, as not to be able 10 
Nand, or even to bear being raiſed, without dif. 
trels; ſo, that from every circumſtance, he 
judged it impoſſible that ſhe could outlive a few 
weeks, or that any thing could be done to ſerve 
her; but upon going to the ſame part of the 
country, about four months after, he found her 
ſtill living ; he was then informed, that about a 
month after he had laſt ſcen her, all the waters 
had been evacuated from a ſmall rent at che na- 
vel, and had come away in ſuch quantities, and 
with ſuch violence, that near four gallons were 
received in a very ſhort time; mixed with this 
water there were ſome fleſhy firings; and, as the 
oozing continued ſome ſmall bones came away: 
this made the caſe evident beyond diſpute; anda 
ſtuation more diſtreſsful, continues he, could 
not be conceived, particularly, as the poor wo- 
man was perfectly ſenſible of it, with all its hor- 


rors, her underſtanding not being in the leaſt 
um- 
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impaired ; ſhe was, if poſſible, more emaciated 
than ſormerly ; ſhe had a conſtant hectic fever, 
and was ſo weak as ſcarcely to have power to 
ſpeak diſtinctly: notwithſlanding this, ſhe was 
very deſirous to live; and, what was extraordi- 
nary, ſays the Doctor, ſhe did not totally de- 
pair of it; a circumſtance, which, in his opinion, 
contributed not a little to fave her life; he conſi- 
dered that nature had been ſometimes remark- 
ably favourable in caſes nearly ſimilar tc this, and 
therefore reſolved to aſſiſt its efforts by the appli- 
cation of proper cataplaſms, in order to promote 
ſuppuration, as the integuments round the aper- 
ture were red, and fore to the touch; but he was 
diſappointed in his expectations, for, in about 
ſeven weeks after, ſhe was rather ſtronger, the 
charity of her neighbours having enabled her to 
procure proper diet; beſides this, the opening 
was ſo cloſed, that with difhculty it admitted a 
ſmall probe; and the redneſs and ſoreneſs were 
gone: from this time, he tells us, he determined 
on the extraction of the extraneous bodies by in- 


ciion, as the only means left for relieving ber: 


On 
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on mentioning it to her, ſhe eagerly deſired that 
it ſhould be done, from a conviction of there 
being no other chance left of ſaving her life ; 
however, as her ſituation was ſo unpromiſing, 
as io give little hopes of ſucceſs, he reſolved to 
have the concurrence of more of the profeſſion, 
and had her accordingly carried to Gatway, 
which was about twenty miles from the place of 
her reſidence, by two men in a covered litter; 
which journey ſhe bore much better than 
could have been expected. On his conſulting 
with Doctors Joyce, Rran, and Brown, Phy- 
ſicians, reſiding in GaLtway, the neceſſity of the 
operation was agreed upon; but from many dil- 
couraging circumſtances, but little hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs were entertained: however, as the poor wo- 
man was ſtill defirous of having it done, he per- 
formed it in the preſence of the above phyſi- 
cincs. and of Dr. Scorr, and Mr. Hoexixs, 
two Army Surgeons, the latter of whom aſſiſt- 
ed him: he made an inciſion in the moſt promi- 
nent part of the abdomen, extending about two 
arches above, and as far below the navel; at 
this 


n 

this inciſion he extracted the bones of two full- 
grown ſe!us's, for little belides the bones now 
remained ; the patient bore the operation better 
than could have been ex pedted; no hamorrhage 
enſued, and ſhe recovered her health ſo very 
ſpeedily, as to be able to menſtruate in little 
more than three months. In about three months 
more ſhe was prevailed on to cohabit with her 
huſband ; ſhe became pregnant in two months 
aſter, went to her Jull time, and had an eaſy 
and natural labour, and healthful child: ſince that 
ſhe has had fix more, and enjoys as great a ſhare 
of health and ſtrength of conſtitution, as moſt 
people, During the operation, the Doctor informs 
us, that he introduced his hand ſeveral times into 
the abdomen, both that he might extract all the 
bones and other extraneous matters; and, that 
he might be able to judge whether the fluss 
were in the uterus, or in any q formed ſor them: 
ſome of the other gentlemen preſent allo did the 
ſame; but the weakneſs of the woman prevented 
them from making ſuch au examination, as 
would have been ſufficient for determining this 

point 
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point with certainty. Moſt of the gentlemen 
preſent imagined the former to have been the 
caſe: and, indeed, the thickneſs and firmneſs of 
the ſubſtance, in which the ſetus's were con- 
tained, ſeemed to corroborate that opinion; but 
beſides this, the woman ſtill perſiſts, in aſſerting, 
that the waters came away from her in that la- 
bour in the natural way, and in the ſame man- 
ner that they have done in ſeveral other labours 
ſince; which aſſertion, if true, would put it be- 
yond all doubt, that the fætus's were lodged in 
the uterus, and not in any particular ql. 
— The other caſe is that of an extra- ute- 
rine fetus, voided by ſtool, twenty-two years 
after pregnancy, by Dr. Percival, r. k. s. 
et s. 4. and is as follows:—Jvry, 1731, Mrs, 
T. of R 
years, received a ſudden fright in the ſixth month 


near MoTTRam, aged twenty-four 


of her pregnancy, which occaſioned a ſevere pain 
in her loins, and was ſoon ſucceeded by a flood- 
ing, but without a miſcarriage ; theſe ſymptoms 
were relieved by medicines, then directed for her, 
by an experienced and judicious ſurgeon ; but 

her 
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her abdomen afterwards became much diſtended, 
and continued ſo for about half a year; at the 


end of that time, it ſubſided all at once, while 


ſhe lay in a recumbent poſture: ſoon after her 
men ſes appeared again, and returned at the ſtated 
periods in ſufficient quantity ; but they were al- 
ways attended with violent pain: milk alſo flow- 
ed from her breaſts during ſeveral years, In 
1757 ſhe was afflicted with great flatulence, and 
often with hyſterical fits; her uterine diſcharges 


were become very putrid, and her health and 


ſlrength ſeemed to be gradually impairing ; ſhe 


| conſulted our author in Mar, 1772, and re- 


ceived great benefit from an emetic, an in ſuſion 
of Peruvian bark, and frequent doſes of the acid 
elixir of vitriol: at this time ſhe laboured under 
the hemorrhoids; complained of great pain in 
her loins, and about the os ſacrum; had frequent 
fluſhings in her face, and was much troubled with 
ſickneſs and thirſt, The apothecary had taken 
eight ounces of blood from the arm, and had 
given her ſome aperient medicines ; he directed 
leeches to the hemorrhoidal veins, an electuary 
. Vor. II. O com- 


„ 
compoſed of the lenitive elecluary flower of ful- 
phur, an infuſion of columbo root, and the fol- 
lowing clyſters, to be injected every night at 
bed-time. Rec. Ol, e pedib. Bor. iv oz. Tind, 
Theb, F. O. ſubacł. j dr. m. f. Enema. 


Mar 12, ſhe began this courſe of medicine. 
14 13, ſhe diſcharged by the anus two 
1 bones of a child's head. 

| 14, the voided in the ſame way an- 
other bone of the head, 
17, fhe diſcharged the trunk of the 
body, wanting ſome of the viſcera of a female 
fetus. | 

19, ſhe parted with a thigh bone; 

and afterwards was not ſenſible of any diſ- 
charge of this nature, 


On the 7th of Junx, when the Doctor faw 
her again, her pains were abated, her appetite 
was improved, and her ftrength ſeemed to be 


daily increaſing: in which ſtate of convaleſcence 
ſhe continued two months; and then, from 


ſome 
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ſome cauſe, which the diſtance of her place of 
abode, prevented him from learning, ſhe ſud- 
denly relapſed, and died in a few days. — In 
vol. 5, of the Medical Commentaries, Mr. Joux 
SMITH, Surgeon, in UeeincHaM, has commu» 
nicated a very fingular caſe to Dr. Duncan; in 
which the bones of the fetus were diſcharged by 
ſtool; and from which the patient afterwards re- 
covered. In the Second Volume of Medical Ob- 
ſervations and Enquiries, we find a caſe of an 
extra- ulerine ſætus, deſcribed by Mr. Joux Barn, 
Surgeon, at New Yoxx, in a Letter to the late Dr. 
Joux Forage ; the hiſtory of which is as fol- 
lows: Mrs. STacc, the wife of a maſon, about 
28 years of age, having had one child, with- 
out any uncommon ſymptom, either during her 
pregnancy or labour, became, as ſhe imagined, 
a ſecond time pregnant; ſhe was more diſ- 
ordered in this than her former pregnancy; 
frequently feveriſh; the ſwelling of her belly 
not ſo equal; nor the motion of the child ſo 
firong and lively: at the end of nine months, 
when ſhe expected her delivery, ſhe had ſome 

02 pains; 
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pains; but without a flow of waters, or any 
other diſcharge; the pains foon went off, and 
the ſwelling grew gradually leſs ; but there till 
remained a large hard, indolent, moveable tu- 
mor, inclining a little to the right ſide; ſhe had 
a return of her menſes, continued regular five 
months, conceived again, and enjoyed better 
health: the ſwelling of her belly became more 
equal and uniform; and at the end of nine 
months, after a ſhort and eaſy labour, ſhe was 
delivered of a healthy child: the tumor on the 
right fide had again the ſame appearance as be- 
fore her laſt pregnancy; five days after delivery, 
ſhe was ſeized with a violent fever, a purging, 
ſuppreſſion of the lochia, pain iti the tumor, and 
profuſe fetid ſweats. By careful treatment, theſe 
threatning ſymptoms were, in ſome meaſure, re- 
moved ; but there ſtill remained a loſs of appe- 
tite, low hectic fever, night ſweats, and a diar- 
rhea. To the tumor, which continued painful, 
and gradually increaied, were applied fomenta- 
tions and emollient pultices; and at the end of 


nine weeks, Mr. Bab perceived ſo evident a 


fluaua- 
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fluAuation of matter in it, that he deſired Dr, 
Huct, Phyſician to the Army, to viſit this pa- 
tient with him, and be preſent at the opening of 
the tumor, concluding from the hiſtory of the 
caſe, that they ſhould find an extra-uterine {@!us ; 


an opening was made in the moſt prominent part 


of the tumor, about the middle of the right rec- 


tus mulcle, beginning as high as the navel, and 
carrying it downwards; there iſſued a vaſt quan- 
tity of extremely fetid matter, together with the 
third phalanx of a finger of a child : introducing 
his finger into the abſceſs, he found an opening 
into the cavity of the abdomen, by the fide of 
the redlus muſcle, through which he felt the 
child's elbow : he then directed his incifion ob- 
liquely downwards to the right ilium, and ex- 
trated a fetus of the common ſize, at the ordi- 


-vary time of delivery; the frontal, parietal, and 
occipital bones: as allo, the third phelanges of 


the fingers of one hand, feparated by putrefac- 
tion, remained behind, which he alſo took out: 
they imagined the placenta and funts umbilicalts 
were diſſolved into pus; of which there was a 


03 great 
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great quantity, by the uſe of fomentations and 
deterſive injections, while the diſcharge was 
copious, fetid, and offenſive; and by the appli- 
cation of proper bandages, and dreſſing with dry 
lint only, when the pus became laudable, the ca- 
vity contracted, filled up, and was cicatrized in 
ten weeks. The ſource of the hectic being re- 
moved with the help of the bark and elixir of 
vitriol, and a proper diet, ſhe quickly recovered 
good health ; her milk, which had left her from 
the time ſhe was ſeized with the fever, returned 
in great plenty after the abſceſs was healed; and 
ſhe was able to ſuckle a healthy infant, 


For the following very remarkable Caſe of 
an exlra - uterine ſætus, we are obliged to Dr. 
CrarLes KETIIY; and for the communication of 
it in the Third Volume of Medical Obſervations 
and Enquiries, to the late Mr. MAcAurAr. 


Tu the year 1736, he was defired by Dr. 
Crawrorn, to go with him to ſee a patient he 


kad been called io three days before, who ap- 
peared 
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peared to be in labour, and had been attended 
by a midwife three or four days before he was 
ſent for: on paſſing a finger into the vagina, the 
head of a child was plainly felt, and ſo far ad- 
vanced into the pelvis, that it ſeemed to require 
but two or three pains to bring it into the world; 
but on a deliberate examination, the following 
peculiarities made the caſe appear quite fingular. 
Firſt, although the head was ſo far advanced into 
the pelvis, as to be but the length of a finger 


joint from the ſourchette; yet the 05 tince was 


ſituated cloſe to the ſymphiſis of the pubes, and ſo 
high up, that it was very difficult to reach it ; 
and, fo far as this difficult acceſs would permit a 
judgment to be formed of the ſtate of this part, 


it ſeemed to be not at all dilated; and its labia, 


were more hard, as well as more prominent, than 
could be expected, as the woman thought herſelf 
arrived at the full time of pregnancy. Secondly, 
if the fore finger of one hand was paſſed per va- 
ginam, and that of the other fer anum; the 
child's head was plainly felt, and even the ſutures 
diſtinguiſhed between them both; but, per vagi- 
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ginam onlyz no more than one ſide of the head 
could be felt, which was that fide which pointed 


towards the pubes, Thirdly, on feeling the ab- 
domen externally, the upper limits of its tume- 
faction were not ſo regularly circumſcribed, as is 
uſual in the latter months of pregnancy : theſe 
circumſtances maturely conſidered, gave room to 
ſuſpect, that the child was not in the cavity of 
the womb; for, although it often happens, that 
the head deſcends very low into the cavity of the 
| elvis; while the os uteri not only remains undi- 
lated, but likewiſe is ſituated ſo high up, that 
we reach it with difficulty; yet, in thefe caſes, 
the os uteri generally, if not always, points to- 
wards the facrum: whereas, in the cafe under 
conſideration, it was ſo cloſe to the pubes, that 
the finger was pretty much preſſed between that 
and the tumor made by the blood, before it could 
be reached ; by the ſecond peculiarity, the head 
did very clearly appear to be got down between 
the poſterior part of the vagina, and the interior 
part of the reAum ; for though there is no natu- 


ral cavity there to receive it, yet, it is well known, 


that 
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that theſe two membranous parts, which make 


the partition between one paſſage and the other, 
are connected together by a cellular membrane; 


which may very eaſily give way to the preſſure of, 


any ſolid part protruding againſt it, with that 
degree of force, which the head of the child in 
this caſe, did; eſpecially, as it was continued 
for ſo long a time as eight days: during which, 
the pains were ſtrong and frequent. There is 
naturally a deep ſort of cavity between the rec- 
tum and the back part of the uterus, made by the 
peritoneum, deſcending pretty low, and forming 
a kind of pouch, in which a portion of the ſmall 
inteſtines, when the uterus is not pregnant is 
commonly lodged; and ſometimes, the inte l- 
tines themſelves, by preſſing hard againſt the pe- 
ritonaum at this moſt depending part of the ab- 
domen, gradually ſtretch this membrane, ſo as to 
deepen this. cavity much, and thereby diſſect as 
it were the back part of the vagina from the ſore- 
part of the refum; and by theſe means, form 
that tumor in the vagina, which is called a er- 
nia vag inalis; in this cale, the head of the child 


teemed 
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ſeemed to have produced the ſame effect. No be 
circumſtance ſo ſtrongly indicated the head be- ſa 
ing in this ſituation, as that of not being able to fid 
paſs a finger between the tumor made by the lie 
head and the back part of the vagma; for, in Ge 
every natural caſe, where the head is ſo far ad- ſo 
vanced into the pelvis, as it was in the preſent; me 
even though the os uteri be not dilated, there is 
always a vacant ſpace between the tumor made 
by the head and the back part of the vagina: 
but here there was none. The third Peculia- 
rity above-mentioned, ſerved to corroborate that 
opinion of the caſe, which the firſt and ſecond 
gave riſe to; for, as the patient was a very thin 
woman, had the uterus been diſtended in the 
uſual manner, the circumſcribed border of its 
fundus might have been diſtinctly felt through 
the parietes of the abdomen. The friends of the 
poor woman, who were preſſing to know why ano 


ſhe was not delivered, were given to underſtand, exa 

that it was greatly apprehended ſhe could not be that 

delivered at all; as the child, inſtead of being ſhe 

in the womb, appeared to be in that part of her and 
belly, 


. 
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belly, from whence Nature had provided no pal- 
ſage: however, the caſe was promiſed to be con- 
ſidered of, and if it appeared practicable, to re- 
lieve her by any method that might occur to the 
Gentlemen concerned in the caſe, they would do 
ſo; but, for the preſent, they could do nothing 
more than order ſomething to raiſe her ſpirits, 
and abate the ſeverity of her pain. As people 
are ſeldom unanimous in their opinions, when 
caſes of ſo uncommon a nature occur, no me- 
thod, that was likely to ſucceed, was determined 
upon till it was too late to be put in practice: 
for the patient expired in the night of the ſuc- 
ceeding day. Our author adds, that the night 
after this diſcouraging account of her caſe, had 
been given to the people about her; who, he 
ſays, little underſtood, and leſs believed, what 
was told them; as the pains continued ſtrong, 
another midwife was called to her; who, upon 
examining, aſſured the patient, and all preſent, 
that ſhe would be delivered very ſpeedily; and 
ſhe hoped likewiſe, with all deſireable ſafety : 


and accordingly ordered what was neceſlary for 
| the 


( 204 | 
the reception of the child to be got ready im. 
mediately : what ſerved to confirm theſe hopes, 
we are told, was a ſmall red difcharge, which 
ſoon after came on, and was regarded as a pro- 
miſing appearance; but this was produced by 
the midwife's having miſtaken the poſterior part 
of the vagina, againſt which the head ſtrongly 
preſſed, for the membranes; which theſe miſ- 
takes, our author allows were both natural, and 
perhaps excuſable: and ſays, that his ſole reaſon 
for mentioning them, was to point out how near 
the birth the child's head ſeemed to be: he then 
proceeds, and ſays being informed of the fatal 
concluſion, we were ſolicitous to know, if our 
opinion of the caſe had been juſlly formed, and 
went to aſk the huſband's permiſſion to make the 
neceſſary enquiry for that purpoſe; he was gone 
out, and had left poſitive orders. that ſhe ſhould 
not be opened. After waiting a conſiderable 
time, expecting his return, and hoping to pre- 
vail over his prejudice by the reaſonable argu- 


ments made uſe of on ſuch occaſions, we at laſt 


perſuaded the women who were left in charge of 
the 


tum, juſt as we expected; the head, in deſcending, 
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the body, to permit us only to ſhew them, that 
the child was not in the womb; whereby both 
they and the huſband would have the ſatis faction 
of knowing that his loſs had not been owing et- 
ther to negligence or ignorance. As this con- 
ſent was but faintly, and with great reluctance 
given, and as we expected every moment the 
huſband's return, who might treat us very 
roughly, for acting counter to the orders he had 
leſt, we did not make the examination with chat 
deliberation and accuracy we could have wiſh- 
ed; however, we gained great ſatis faction in re- 
gard to the principal objects of our enquiry. 
The diſcoveries made on opening the abdomen, I 
ſhall relate in as conciſe a manner as their nature 
will permit. The uterus, inſtead of being the 
firſt and largeſt part in view, was but juſt raiſed 
above the os hubis, and had the uſual appearance 
of a womb in the unimpregnated ſtate. The 
cauſe of this ſituation was very apparent, as we 
found the head of the child ſettled quite low 


down in the peluzs, between the vagina and rec- 


had 
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had obliged the uterus to riſe above the pubes ; 
the feet of the child reached very near the ſcro- 
| biculus cordis, but were not viſible till the omen- 
tum and a large portion of the ſmall inteſtines 
were turned aſide; the child was not large, nei- 
ther was it ſo ſmall as ſome children at the full 
time; the cuticle was entire, and there were not, 
either in colour, ſmell, or any other reſpect, the 
leaſt figns of putrefaction; by which we judged 
it had died much about the ſame time with its 
mother; the placenta adhered moſtly to the peri- 
tonaum; on the right fide of the abdomen, ex- 
tending from the umbilicus to the ilium; and its 
poſterior edge adhered to a part of the meſentery; 
its inferior part was attached to the right liga- 
mentum latum uteri; from whence it extended up- 
wards towards the ribs: it was attached more 
firmly to theſe parts, than the placenta in general 
is to the uterus: and, in proportion to the ſize of 
the child, was twice as large in its ſurface 
as might have been expected. They would 
have been extremely glad, he ſays, to have 
examined the appendages of the uterus, eſpe- 

cially 
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cially the fallopian tubes; but their>hurry and 
confuſion, from their being ſo difagreeably cir- 
cumſtanced, prevented them; and they were 
too cloſely watched to take any thing away; 
therefore they were not able to diſcover, whe- 
ther or not the child had burſt one of the ſallo- 
pian tubes, aſter being ſometime contained and 
nouriſhed therein, as moſt commonly happens 
with extra- uterine ſetus's; but, from ciicumſtan- 
ces, it ſeems moſt probable, that the ovum, when 
firſt diſengaged from the ovarium had fallen to 
the depending part of the abdomen, without be- 
ing received into the tube. The circumſtances 
which countenance this opinion, are principally 
theſe: in the firſt place, the woman had never 
been affected in that manner which women are, 
when one of the fallopian tubes is ruptured by the 
growth of an ovum, detained in its canal; ſuch as 
being ſuddenly ſupprized with a ſenſe of ſome- 
thing burſting within them, attended with violent 
pain, and a diſcharge of blood from the uterus : 
ſhe had, indeed, her menſtrual diſcharge, bur 
this was regular in point of time, though defi- 


cient 
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cient in quality, eſpecially in the latter months ; | 


ſhe had not been afflited with any particular 
Pains, till ſhe thought herſelf in labour: her 
principal complaints before that, were a great 
bearing down backwards, as ſhe expreſſed it, and 
a difficulty in going to ſtool. In the next place 
the child was alive, and plainly felt to move, 
during the time ſhe ſeemed in labour; whereas, 
in a caſe where the tube is burſt, our author be- 
lieves it commonly happens, that the child dies 
ſoon afterwards, and long before it has acquired 
its full growth: and in the laſt place, the attach- 
ment of the placenta to the perineum, affords a 
ſlrong preſumption for entertaining the opinion 
above-mentioned; for, had the ovum remained 
any cenſiderable time in one of the tubes, its 
vaſcular part or placenta would have adhered to 
the internal ſurface of the tube: and, although 
. Epon the tubes burſting, the /@/us might have 
been diſengaged from it, yet the placenta would 
either have remained adhering to the tube, or 


would not have been attached at all to any part; 


but the adheſion (as has been already obſerved) 
was 
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was uncomnionly firm; that the peritontum was 
the part to which it did adhere, is a fact we 
ſhould not be deceived in, for being an unex= 
pected circumſtance, it engaged our particular 
notice. It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that 
this ſituation of the placenta ſeems to corroborate 
the preſent prevailing opinion, that a fetus in 
the womb is not nouriſhed by a tranſmiſſion of 
red blood from the mother to the child, but by 
nutritious juices abſorbed from the - maternal 
blood by the placenta. I cannot, ſays this Wri- 
ter, help pointing out another particular rela- 
ting to the placenta in this extraordinary caſe; I 
mean its being ſo very large in proportion to the 
bulk of the child: Nature here furniſhed an in- 
ſtance of her care and attention; for, as the - 
peritoneum, deſtitute of large blood veſlels, can- 
not be To well adapted to the purpoſe of tranſ- 
mitting nouriſhment to a child, as the internal 
ſurface of the uterus, Nature, in order to com- 
penſate that- diſadvantage, gave the placenta a 
much greater extent of ſurface than common, 
and thereby a large ſcope for performing its of- 
Vol. II. P fice. 
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Rce. The only method that gave hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs in the above caſe, was the making an inci« 
fion through the poſterior part of the vagina, 
againſt which the head ſo ſtrongly preſſed; and 
which, in conſequence of that preſſure, was be- 
come extremely thin, the child might, by ſuch 
means, have been caſily extralled; and it is 
likewiſe very probable, that the placenta would 
in time have difengaged itſelf, and procured an 
exit through the ſame opening; but how ſoon, 
or how well, this aperture might have cloſed, 
and prevented a dangerous deſcent of the inteſ- 
tines, mere conjecture cannot determine. This 
woman, we are farther informed, had miſcarried 
two or three. times ; but never went her full 


time before. 


Ir is obſervable, that the anly method by 
which it is allowed, there was a probability of ſuc- 
ceſs in the above-mentioned moſt extraordinary 
caſe, we find to exactly correſpond: with the idea 
entertained by Dr. Corin Mackenzie, in a 
fimilar inſtance, in his Reply to my laſt Letter, 
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- In the fame Volume of Medical Obſervations 


and Inquiries, we are favoured with the ExtraQ 


of a Letter from Mr. Wittiam Hay, Surgeon, 
at Lenos, to Dr. Witttam Hunter, with an 
account of an extra-uterine fetus, dated Ltens, 
Arat 9, 1766. The ſingular circumſtances 
attending this uncommon caſe will, I preſume, 
ſufficiently apologize for the Whole of its inſer- 
tion here; the following, is therefore a literal 
tranſcript of Mr. Hay's Letter to the Doctor. 


*I HA taken the liberty to ſend you an ac- 
count of an extra-uterine ſælus, which lately 
came under my inſpection; together, with the 
* ſymptonis preceding the death of the patient, 
noted down as they occurred (except a little in 
the beginning) during my attendance upon her. 
] do not remember to have read one caſe amongſt 
the great number which are publiſhed, of this 
« kind, where the placenta remained in the uterus, 
* while the f/eius was wholly out of it. What 
* happens in ſadden lacerations is not now taken 
* into conſideration ; it was this circumſtance that 

| TY rendered 


jo 


rendered the diagnoſes ſo obſcure in my patient. 
« Iwas inclined to believe there was ſomething in 
the uterus by the ſhortening of the 0s tine, and 
«+ preſſure of the collum uteri upon the vagina; 
*« while the want of that diſtinct diſtenſion of the 
* uterus, Which one feels through the abdominal 
«* partetes, in the latter months of pregnancy; to- 
« gether with the hardneſs and length of the os 


© tince, atthe end of the ordinary term of preg- 


* nancy, afforded great reaſon to doubt of the 
* uterus containing a full grown fetus; yet the 
*« peculiar ſenſation in the abdomen, complained of 
by the patient; the flow of milk from the breaſls, 
under the circumſtances mentioned in the caſe, 
«« urged. me ſtrongly to ſuppoſe there muſt be a 
fætus ſomewhere ; the diſſection reconciled theſe 
apparent contradictions, In the caſe ſent you, 
„ I have endeavoured to deſcribe the ſymptoms, 
„Kc. as clearly as I could; and, I hope, I have 


neither omitted any very material circumſlances, 


nor diſguiſcd the truth. I cannot atteſt the or- 


* der of theſe fats, by the concurrent evidence 
of any Gentleman of the Faculty; for no one 
viſitefl che patient conſtantly but myſelf: ſhe was 


© {cen 
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© ſeen however, at different times, by Dr. Hinno, 
« Dr. Crowrnts, and Mr. Dawson ; to whom, 
« (as well as to Mr. Lucas) I mentioned my ſuf- 


„ picion of an extra-uterine fetus, though with 


great diffidence, from the obſcurity of the cafe,” 


Tur HISTORY or tus DISEASE. 


IN the latter end of Aucusr, 1765, I viſited 
the wife of A. B. aged 35; of a good habit of 
body, who was advanced two months in her 
ſecond pregnancy, and compiained of a violent 
pain in the abdomen: this complaint not imme- 
diately yielding to opates, eight ounces of blood 
were drawn from the arm, gentle laxatives ad- 
miniſtered, and emollient clyſters injeted ; by 
theſe means the pains abated, and ſhe continued 
ſree from this complaint till the ſixth month of 
her pregnancy; at leaſt, the degree of it was fo 
ſmall, that ſhe made no application for medicat 
aſſiſtance: it was felt chieſty in the wnbilical re- 
gion, but ſometimes darted to the ilia, eſpecially 
the leſt; and ſometimes, though leſs fre- 

TAY quently, 
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quently, to he pudendum, anus, and thighs : this 
pain very ſeldom left her entirely, yet had fre- 
quent remiſſions; theſe continued rarely above 
an hour or two at a time, and were generally 
interrupted by the motions of the fetus, which 
always brougbt on a ſevere paroxyſm ; her pulſe 
being moderately full, though not very tenſe, 
fix ounces of blood were taken away at the be- 
ginning of this ſecond attack, which procured 
ſome ſhort relief. After a few weeks the pulſe 
began to fink, and became more contracted: 
however, as the violence of the pain did not 
abate, the ſame quantity of blood was again 
drawn, but with leſs effect. Thro' the Whole 
courſe of this diſorder, her body was kept open 
by lenient purgatives of various kinds, as ſhe 
was generally inclined to be coſtive: and opi- 
ates, in different forms,” were frequently admi- 
niſtered, as the violence of the pain required : 
once or twice ſhe was relieved by fomenting the 
abdomen, with flannels dipped in warm water, 
mixed with one fixth of vinegar ; but the fo- 


mentation ſoon loſt its good effect: ſhe ſeemed 
to 


we. 
AS 
FE 
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to obtain the greateſt relief from the application 
of a large plaifter to the abdomen, compoſed of 
an ounce of ſtrained galbanum and a drachm of 
hum. Towards the concluſion of the term of 
pregnancy, ſhe was ſometimes ſeized with pains, 
fo much reſembling thofe of labour, that ſhe 
ſent for me twice, expecting to be delivered: 
once at the end of the eighth month, and again 
near the middle of the ninth. I had then an 
opportunity of examining the ftate of the os 
tince and abdomen; the os tmce was much harder 
and longer than it uſually is in the eighth 
month of pregnancy; and there was a greater and 
more extended preſſure of the collum uteri upon 
the vagina, than is felt before "impregnation ;_ 
the abdomen was hard and diſtended as high as 
the mean diftance between the navel and ſcrobi- 


— eulus cordis; yet 1 could not feel any diſlinct 


ſwelling of the uterus through the abdominal 
parietes. Near the end of the ninth month ſhe 
was attacked with a vomiting, which continued 
violent for two days; the matter thrown up had 
a porraceous appearance, After taking the ſa- 
P4 line 
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line draughts, and other anti · emetics joined 
with the tin.” thebaics, without benefit, the vo- 
miting was ſtayed by the ſolid opium, a grain of 
which was given every hour for five hours ſuc- 


ceſſively; a ſlight uterine hemorrhage ſucceeded 


the vomiting : this diſcharge became ſerous the 


day after its appearance, and continued ſo about 


a month, except a few days, in which che he- 
morrhage returned: ſhe had likewiſe, after the 
vomiting, a prolapſus of the anterior part of the 
vagina, which deſcended without the labia, in 
form of a gut. About the end of the ninth 
month, the motion of the fetus ceaſed, and with 
it that violent pain in the abdomen, which had 
afflicted her near four months: the breaſts ſoon 
afterwards began to ſwell, and in a week's time 
the milk flowed from the nipples; the breaſts 
ſhortly became again flaccid, but a ſmall quan- 
tity of milk continued to flow, upon preſſure, for 
a month: ſhe now complained of ſoreneſs and 
uncommon coldneſs in the abdomen; her burthen 
felt heavier, and ſeemed to her to fall with a 


oreater weight than uſual, whenever ſhe turned 
herſelf 


linc 


ind. 


* 
2 


121 1 
herſelf in bed; ſhe therefore lade chiefly-upon 
her fide, as the bed proved a ſupport ſor her 
body in that poſture: although the pain in the 
umbilical region ceaſed with the motion of the 
fetus, as juſt mentioned; yet ſhe had for a month 
after this period, frequent returns of the ſame 
ſpurious labour pains, which had come on to- 
wards the end of the uſual term of pregnancy. 
According to the patient's account, theſe pains 
were conſiderably different from each other: the 
former ſhe compared to the ſudden twiſtings of 
her bowels with a cord; the latter affected 
principally the contents of the pelvis, and were 
attended with a violent thruſting (to uſe her own 
expreſſion) at the anus and pudendum -: the laſt 
and moſt ſevere of theſe falſe labour pains hap- 
pened a month after the ceaſing of the child's 
motion, and continued fix hours, with very 
ſhort and rare intervals of eaſe. I was with her 
above two hours of this time, and found the os 
tince not at all affected with the pains: it was 
indeed ſhorter and lower in the pelvis, than at 


the end of the eighth month; but I was not ſen- 
ſible 
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ſible of any change in its hardneſs ; there was like- 
wiſe a moft conſiderable preffure from the inferior 
part of the body of the uterus; that portion of 
the vagina, which had been prolapſed, was now 
retrated, ſo as to form only an inconſiderable 
prominence, In this paroxyſm ſhe got ſome re- 


lief by three grains of opium, given in as many 
hours; although a frequent vomiting, which 
attended the pain, did not ſuffer them to ſtay 
long upon her ſtomach: the pain, however, 
ceaſed ſoon after injecting a clyſter, made with 
four ounces of broth, and fixty drops of tind. 
thebaica; a conſiderable quantity of bloody ſe- 
rum was diſcharged next day by the vag ina, and 
the abdomen remained very fore for ſeveral days. 
The patient hved two months after this fevere 
attack, and wag ſeldom above a day or two, at 
once, free from vomiting ; the matter thrown up 
was, once, for a few days, ftercoraceous, during 
which time ſhe had no ſtool; but, in general, 
it had a porraceous appearance, and her ſtools 
were regular: ſhe had likewiſe very frequent, and 
often loud borborygmi; ſhe took twenty drops of 

tincł. 
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tin. thebaica e very night, during the laſt month 
of her liſe, which generally allayed the vomit- 
ing, and ſuppreſſed the borborygmi for ſeven as 
eight hours; there was a ſenſible fluctuation in 
the abdomen a fortnight before her death, which 
did not happen till ſhe was emaciated to the laſt 
degree; notwithſtanding the greatneſs of her 
ſufferings, ſhe was ſeldom confined to her bed 
above four or five days together, and could 
generally walk down ſtairs, by the aſſiſtance of 
her huſband, till within three weeks of her 
death, The lower extremities, eſpecially the 
left, began about this time to remain edematous, 
and even when kept in an horizontal poſition. 
which before had always removed the light æde- 
me formed in the day time. I 


Tux DISSECTION or Tas BODY, 


BEING deſirous to obtain a more certain 
knowledge of the cauſe of theſe uncommon ſym- 
toms, than I was able to acquire, during the 
life of the patient, I procured leave to examine 


the 
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the contents ol the abdomen, Kc. afier death, 
which was done in the preſence of Dr. CrRowruex, 
a phyſician of this place; and Meſſrs. Dawsox, 
BiLLam, and Lucas, Surgeons. I made a 
puncture in the abdomen, in order to let out the 
contained fluid, which was in quantity about 
two quarts, and reſembled chocolate both in co- 
| Tour and confiſtence : we obſerved ſome minute 
lumps of a curdled nature, mixed with it, toge- 
ther with a ſmall quantity of a fluid reſembling 


Pus. 


' The abdomen being laid open by a tranſverſe 
inciſion, we perceived the omentum much exte- 
nuated, Uolely adhering and covering the ſur- 
face of a large ſac, which nearly filled the ca- 
vity of the abdomen, the omentum adhering like- 
wiſe to the peritoneum : below this ſac there ap- 
peared in the hypogaſtrium another of a more 
globular form, ſtretching upwards about half 
way betwixt the ofa pubis and the navel, and oc- 
cupying with its center the left inguinal region. 
The inteſtines, at firſt view, did not appear; 
but, 


=. Mw tf 


but, upon removing a little the large ſac from its 
natural poſition, we found the tranſverſe arch of 
the colon contiguous to its ſuperior part, the 
greateſt part of the inteſtines thruſt up into the 
left kypochondre, and the reſt interpoſed between 
the great ſac and the ſpine: wherever the inte(- 
tines lay in contact with the ſac, they had formed 
thereto ſuch ſtrong adheſions, that it was difh- 
cult to ſeparate them without tearing either one 
or the other; the inteſlines in general were in a 
morbid late, and had a hvid gangrenous ap- 
pearance; they adhered in many places to each 
other, as well as to the ſac: upon the whole, 
therefore, I may ſay, that the cavity of the ab- 
domen was obliterated by the univerſal adheſion 
of the parts to one another; and the fluid which 
was drawn off by a puncture in the abdomen be- 
fore the body was opened, that it might not be 
ſpilled, and which 1 had ſuppoſed: to be con- 
tained in that cavity, Was actually contained in 
the great ſac; the external ſurface of the ſac, af- 
ter tearing off the omentum was ſmooth; its 
thickneſs was about one cighth of an inch; its 
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internal abel was ſpongy, flocculent, and 
ſlightly wrinkled, ſomewhat reſembling that of 
the gravid uterus after the membranes are ſepa. 
ruted from it, It contained befides forme temainz 
of the fluid abovementioned, a full-grown fat 
of a moderate ſize, lying in a curved poſture; 


| the head, with the face turned forwards, oceu 


pied together, with the left arm, the ſpace be 
twixt the right os ilium and the ſpine; the back 
was turned upwards, and the feet to the left ſide 
of the abdomen; a ſmall proceſs or ſacculus, re- 
ſembling the finger of a glove, was formed be- 
twixt the thighs of the fatus, by the adheſion of 
the anterior to the poſterior part of the great ſac, 
anto which a portion of the ſmall inteſtines had 
infituated ſelf; the umbilical chord adhered, in 
many places, to the internal ſurface of the great 
Jac: by tracing this, we were led to a large aper- 
ture in the right {ide of the inferior globular jac, 
already mentioned; from whence, that which 
contained the fetus ſeemed to have its origin. 
This inferior fac we now found to be the uterus, 
containing a very thick placenta, which adhered 

very 
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very firmly to about three fourth, of its internal 
ſurface,” having the navel ſtring attached to its 
center; and this center correſponded mearly with 
the center of the fundus uteri; the placenta was 


not thin, and extended in the uterus as in a na- 


tural pregnancy; but thick in proportion to its 
breadth: for, as the uterus was nearly round, 
and the placenta filled about three fourths of its 
cavity, the placenta itſelf made a large. ſegment 
of a ſphere, oppolite to the os tince; it had a 
{ſmooth ſurface, into the middle of which the 
funis Was inſerted; and the cavity, between this 
and the us tincæ, had been filled, no doubt, with 
the chocolate-like fluid above-mentioned ; the 
placenta filled up the greateſt part of the aperture 
of communication between the nterus and the 
ſac, leaving a narrow tranſverſe opening at its 
inferior part, through which four fingers might 
be eaſily introduced in a flat form; the ſubſtance 
of the uterus was from one half to ſeven eighths 


of an inch in thickneſs, in different parts; and 
ſome of the veins were large enough to admit 
We could find no 


overies; 


the tip of my fore · finger. 
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fa ian tube, on the left ſide, wag 
very ſmall: the place of that on the right ſide, 
was occupied by the beginning or orifice of the 
fac. There were no proper membranes of the 
fetus, diſtinct from the ſac, in which it was in- 
cluded. But to ſpeak the truth frankly, when I 
fat down to write this account, I recollected that 
1 had not, at the time of the Diſſection, taken 
ſufficient pains to trace the membranes from 
the edge of the placenta all round; ſo that I 
dare not now, though I believe it, affirm, that 


overies; the f 


they lined the ſmall remaining cavity of che 
ateriss, and made the inner ſtratum of the great 
fac; the uterus was ſo firmly connected with the 
adjacent parts, behind, and on each fide, that a 


' ſeparation could not be made without violence: 


half of its upper part was covered by the ſac, to 
which it adhered; the uterus felt ſo heavy, that 
I weighed it with the contained placenta, and 
found their weight together to be two pounds 
and a half avoirdupoiſe; the bladder was ſmall, 
empty, and connected as uſual; the ſtomach, 


liver, and thoractc viſcera, appeared to be in a 
ſound 


it 


at 
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ſound ſtate; the cuticle was not at all ſtripped off 
from the fetus by our handling it, during the 
examination of this remarkable caſe, 

Baron Hatter has publiſhed an account of 
an extraordinary pregnancy. The woman, whoſe 
caſe is related became pregnant in Juxx, 1763, 
and after continuing ſome months in a ſtate of 
languor, recovered her health again: ſhe conti- 
nued in perfect health till Juxe, 1772, when ſhe 
was carried off by a putrid fever, aſcribed to 
the putrefaction of a fetus, which, on opening 
the body, was found within a ſas, communi- 
cating with the uterus; beſides thoſe, already 
mentioned, we meet with many other caſes of 
extra-uterine geſtation, ir ſeveral writers upon the 
ſubject of Mipwirery: ang in moſt of the re- 
lations upon this matter, where the fetus re- 
mained in either of the ovaria or tubes, or formed 
an attachment to the external part of the 
uterus, or its contiguous parts, it was always 


ſmall in fize, and moſt commonly died at an 


early period. Inſtances have often occurred of 
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their being diſcharged by abſceſſes through the 
integuments of the abdomen or per anum, by 
Nool. The ſecundines and waters in which ſuch 
fetus's are encloſed, are uſually ſimilar to thoſe 
in uterine geſtation; but the placenta, which in 
theſe caſcs is often very large, and- the external 
chorton form a ſtrong attachment to whatever parts 
they come into immediate contact with, — As a 
reference. to Caſe gg, communicated in my laſt 
Letter to the late Dr. Mackenzie, See La 
 Morrs, Caſe gos. 
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CASE  XCVI. 


ANN HALES, an unmarried woman, aged 
twenty-five; naturally of a healthy and ftrong 
conſtitution, but of a low, ſuſpicious and me- 
lancholy turn of mind, applied to me in the 
month. of FeBruary, 1772; ſhe complained of 
terrors, tremors, diſturbed ſleep, pain in her 
head, loſs of appetite, the ſuppreſſion of her 
nen ſes, which ſhe attributed to a cold from a 
damp ſhift, and an inability to apply with atten- 
tion to her uſual buſineſs, as a ſervant ; ſup- 
poling the caſe to be chiefly hyſterical, and 
not in che leaſt ſuſpecting the real cauſe, for 
the preſent I treated it as ſuch: and in a few 
days after that, was informed, that the night 
before, having ſhewn conſiderable vexation 
of mind, © ſhe had put an end to her exiſt» 

O 2 ence, 


| Bu as 
ence, in the following very extraordinary man- 
ner: ſhe had tied a jack-line (with a failor's 
knot, which ſhe had learnt from having lived in 
a place, chiefly the reſidence of ſea-faring peo» 
ple; a knot, which it was ſaid no one in 
the family could have made but herſelf) 
twice round her neck, and once round 
the foot of her bed, which was ſcarcely ten 
inches from the ground; her head was cloſe 
down to the foot of the bed reſting upon the 
floor, and her body bent double over it, and 
reſting upon her feet: a very ſtrange poſture to 
throw herſelf into, and which muſt require much 
agility, contrivance, and reſolution, and have 
killed her, either by immediate flrangulation, 
or the inſtantaneous diſlocation of the verle- 
bre colli: I did not ſee her, however, in this 
poſture, but give it nearly as it was deſcribed to 
me, by thoſe who found her; to whom it ap- 
peared ſo unlikely, that ſhe could have done it 
berſelf, that hard ſuſpicions aroſe of her having 


been murdered by ſome other perſon ; but, upon 


wie ſiricteſt enquiry, it could not be diſcovered that 
there 
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there was any other aid or aſliſtance, than her 
own, in the completion of this tragical buſineſs. 
Upon the Coroner's Inqueſt, it appeared by the 
affirmations of two of the perſons examined, 
that ſhe had been often heard to declare, with 
much vehemence, that if ever ſhe was with 
child, ſhe would immediately make away with 
herſelf; it was therefore thought neceſſary to 
open the body, and I was employed to do it. 
The ulerus being taken out of the abdomen, J ob- 
ſerved, that the texture of its ſubſtance was nor 
ſo compact as that of an ungrauid uterus; its 
veſſels were exceedingly enlarged, and much 
convoluted, I can't ſay that I took any parti- 
cular notice of the ovaria, or fallopian tubes, my 
principal attention being directed to the contents 
of the uterus, the thickneſs of which was at leat 
half an inch: it contained an ovum as large as a 
gooſe's egg, and not at all unlike it in figure; 
in which was a fetus, ſo well formed, that the 
cavities of the trunk were cloſed, and all the 
other parts ſo maniſeſt to the naked eye, that it 
was evidently to be diſtinguiſhed of the feminine 


R 3 gender; 
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gender; the head was much diſproportioned to 
the other parts, being nearly as large as them 
all put together; the ovian contained about four 
ounces of limpid fluid; the ſunts umbilicalis was 
large in proportion to che fans, and che fecun- 
atves were complete. Aﬀer a ſufficient inſpec- 
tion, I made my report accordingly; and gave 
it as my opinion, that the deceaſed, at the time 
of her death, was in the fourth month of preg- 
nancy, Were it not, that La More, in his 
Retexioa on Obſervation 176, had ſufficiently 
contuied Harver's aſſertion, in regard to the de- 
ficicncy of che placenta of a child at three months, 
the caſe before us might have fully ſerved to 


evince the futility of ſuch an opinion. 


CASE 
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CASE XCVIE 


F ALSE Conceptions being now accounted for 
in a probable and certain manner; and what was, 
and is-often ſtill ſo called, being known to be no- 
thing more than the diſſolution of a real embrio or 
fetus, aſter the total extinction of its vital princi- 
ples: amongſt the many caſes of this kind which 
I have met with in my practice; I ſhall only ſelect 
the three following as worthy of notice. A 
young woman, of a delicate, nervous, and val- 
cular ſyſtem, whom I had delivered twice be- 
fore ; being big for the third time, and baving 
gone, according to her own account, about three 
months, was taken with exceeding ſharp pains, 
accompanied with a ſmall diſcharge of blood 
from the vagina: the next day, the 2qth of 
Ocrtozts, 1772, the pains decreaſed; the had 
Q 4 demors. 


Wo. 


tremors, ſyncopies, and ſhiverings ; and the f- 


morrkage, which had been but trifling, now be- 
came dangerouſly copious, It was thought pro- 
per that I ſhould be conſulted. Upon my 
coming to her, I found a midwife, who had 
been with her from the firſt of her complaints, 
who ſhewed me a large clot of blood, which ſhe 
had carefully preſerved in a cloth for my inſpec- 
tion: this ſhe called a falſe conception, which 
ſhe alledged was the whole that was to come 
away, and that nothing more remained behind, 
I waſhed the coagulum, and carefully examined 
it; but, upon the moſt minute examination, 
could not ſubſcribe to the opinion of the mid- 
wife: I therefore proceeded to make a proper 
examination; the conſequence of which was, I 
found a ſoft, pulpy ſubſtance, filling up the os 
internum, which I inſtantly delivered; and ſoon 
aſter the flux of blood entirely ſtopped: it was 
an ovum about the ſize of a pigeon's egg, which 
contained nothing more than a thick gelatinous 
ſubſtance; but I could not diſcover in it the leaſt 


rudiments of a futus. The patient remained in a 


low 
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low and debilita: ed ſtate for ſome time; but at 


length perſectly recovered: and ſoon after being 
pregnant a fourth time, in the third month of 
geſtation was attacked with the jaundice, to a 
moſt violent degree; for which ſhe was twice 
bled, took the neutral ſalts and ſea water, 
which in ſome meaſure palliated the ſymptoms ; 
yet the yellowneſs of the countenance, and whites 
of the eyes (till remained: and notwithſtanding 
her lying-in was attended with every favourable 
circumilance that could be, it was ſucceeded by 
this diſorder, in a much higher degree than be- 
fore her delivery, and it did not entirely ter- 
minate till four months after it; when ſhe 
voided a gall-ſtone nearly as large as a middling- 
ized marble: it was ſomewhat remarkable, that 
ſhe ſuckled her child the whole time of her ill- 
neſs, and it was healthy and ſtrong; and not- 
withſlanding the idleric affection which the mo- 
ther laboured under, was not in the leaſt tainted 
with that complaint: and, I remember to have 
ſeen two other women, who had the jaundice to 


a great degree, at the time they ſuckled their own 


chil- 
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CASE XCviII. 


A SLENDER and ſickly woman, w hoſe 
menſes had always appeared at the uſual periods, 
on the 4th of May, 1773. miſſed them entirely, 

In the beginning of AvcvusT following, I was | 
called to her, and told by the women in waiting, 
that ſhe had been ill with pains, and a flooding 
for three days, and that ſhe had now miſcar- 
ried of a falſe conception: upon examining the 
cloths, I found ſeveral large coagula of blood: 
and further, upon the moſt minute examination, 
although, it was not in my power exactly to diſ- 
cover the cavity from whence it had elapſed, I 
found an embrio, nearly the ſize of a barley corn; 


but jt had not ſufficiently unfolded itſelf from its 
| original 
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original minutiæ, as to preſent any perfect rudi- 
ments of the fatus. This was undoubtedly a 
real conception, although the membranes had 
been ruptured, and the embrio forced away 
from them, The woman having loſt a large 
quantity of blood, which was now ſtopped, 
and the pulſe being weak, I preſcribed her 
a cordial medicine, and put her upon a pro- 
per regimen ; by the help of which, her ſtrength 
was recruited; at the end of three weeks her 
nen ſes returned, and came pretty exactly to that 
period for ſeveral ſucceſſions: at length, in che 
DecemseR following, they again diſappeared; 
and in the laſt week of [AN UART, 1774, ſhe was 
ſeized with ſtrong bearing-down pains, in conſe- 
quence of which ſeveral clots of coagulated 
blood were expelled; but, upon the ſtricteſt en- 
quiry, I was not able to find any thing like, 
either embrio, or ſecundines; therefore, this caſe 
alſo went under the denomination of a falſe 
conception; ſhe recovered this time better than 
before, had a return of the menſes in March 


lollowing, and was Tegulat in their viſits till the 
middle 
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middle of JuLy, when they again ceaſed: and 


ſoon after that ſhe had ſickneſs at her ſtomach, 
and other ſymptoms conſequent upon their 
obſtruction: in the tenth week from this pe- 
: riod, without any manifeſt cauſe, ſhe began 
Z to complain of frequent pains in the %- 
; gaſtric region, and in a few days aſter was 
ſeized with a flight uterine hemorrhage, which 
ſuddenly increaſed on the fomth day from its 
g appearance, and I was ſent for to inſpect a ſub- 
: lance, which had been expelled with much pain; 
f and in which, upon the moſt careful examination, 
| I could diſcover nothing more than a large coa- 
x gulum of blood; and therefore the midwife and 
; attendants determined this allo to have been a 
falſe conception. Upon theſe repeated attacks 
7 on a' weakly frame, the patient was now a 
ö conſiderable time beſore that ſhe recovered any 
degree of her former ſtrength, has had her 
menſes very irregularly ever fince, and "been 
8 more or leſs affected with nervous ſymptoms, 
E which have reduced her to the loweſt extremity. 


CASE 


AS E XCIX. 


M. 8. a young married woman, who had 
always enjoyed a regular ſtate of health; in the 
firſt week of Juxk, 1775, being her expected pe- 
riod, the men ſes did not return, and ſhe was at- 
tacked with nauſea, particular averſions, and 
other ſymptoms of conception, which went on 
till the latter end of AveusT; when, after a 
ſudden ſurprize, | a flooding enſued, attended 
with ſome. pain: and on the third day an ovun 
was expelled, which contained a {mall embrio, 
wherein the rudiments. of the fetus were conſpi- 
cuous to the naked eye, and which I preſerved in 
ſpirits. On the third day after the expulſion of 
this ovum, I was defired to look at another ſub- 
ſtance, which had come away a few hours be- 
ſore, and which, by its detention, had acquired 


a moſt 
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a moſt conſiderable ſtench ; it was made up of 
black congealed blood, and ſeemed ſurrounded with 
ſomething like a membranous ſubſtance; but 
when I divided it, it was found to conſiſt 


wholly of coagulated blood: however, this paſſed 
in common amongſt the good women, for 
a miſcarriage and a falſe conception: and I 
have obſerved, that this ſpecies of falſe concep- 
tion, amongſt midwives and nurſes, is more fre- 
quently met with than any other. They have 
often ſhewn me coagula of blood as falſe concep- 
tions; and to contradict their being ſo, were an 
idle taſk, as theſe are ignorant prejudices of too 
long ſtanding, and are too firmly rooted to admit 
of ealy conviction: and, perhaps, it is quite 
enough, for the Surgeon to know the real cauſe, 
without ſtooping to an explanation, where he is 
ſure not to be underſtood, The membranes 
again being torn, and ſome parts of them re- 
tained, after the delivery of the placenta, has 
allo furniſhed abundant matter for falſe concepti- 


ons: and I haveoften ſeen after deliveries, exhibi- 


tions of both ceagula of blood, and portions of the 


— 


membranes, 
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membranes, which were both denominated falſe 
conceptions; or, it has been ſuppoſed, would 
have been children, but for ſome unknown 
cauſe. Vide La Morrz, chap. 7. Obſ. 14, 15, 


Kc. and Dr. SmeLLrs, vol. 2. coll. 8. 


It was formerly believed by ſome, that both a F 
falſe conception and a mole, owed their origins to 
diſorders of the placenta; but neither of them t 
are now in the leaſt imputed to any morbid de- A 
ſet of that vaſcular maſs, th 

bl 
of 
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CASE C. 


Teas diſeaſe then commonly known by 
the name of falſe conception, being nothing 
more, than either the diſſolution of the fetus in 
the early months of geſtation, meer coagula of 
blood, after a flux from the uterus at any period 
of liſe; or detached portions of the placenta or 
ſecundines, aſter abortious or deliveries. We come 
next to another kind of ſpurious gravidity; which 
is that unorganized, lifeleſs maſs, either of a fleſhy, 
ſpongy, fibrous, ſcirrhus, or membranous ſubſtance; 
that remaining for ſome months in the ulerus, is 
ultimately expelled by its propelling force; 
and which has been long diſtinguiſhed : 
but, as it appears very unneceſſarily, by the 
name of Mola, and was wont to be thought by 


lome, to be actually the fuſt flrata of the embrio; 
Vo. II. R which, 
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which, by ſome occult cauſe or other, had been 
tranſmuted in its formation, but which ſeems to 
be more properly determined, a uterine con - 
cretion, not in the leaſt formed by the union 
of prolific principles; a cale of this kind 
occurred to me in the month of Janvaxy, 
1780. About the beginning of Avevsr 
in the preceding year, Etiza Byxs, twenty- 
four years of age, who had miſcurried 


once before in the third month; having 


again mifſed her menſes, nauſea, retchings, and 
other ſymptoms of breeding enſued ; the mamme 
became tumefied and hard ; the abdomen ſwelled, 
gradually aroſe from the fymphiſes of the pubis, 
and as uſual extended upwards, with a large 
circumſcribed tumor: about the end of the fourth 
month, ſhe actually thought that ſhe felt the 
child; although the ſequel will prove, that 
it was moſt probably a flatus in her bowels, 
which had been miſtaken for the motions of the 
fatus, In the morning of the third of Jaxv- 
ARY, I was deſired to call on her; ſhe com- 


plained to me of ſome flight erratic pains in the 
region 
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region of the w/erus, and of a ſmall ſanguineous 
diſcharge from the vagina, with now and then 
ſhooting pains in her back: on examination, 
the os tince eluded the touch. I enjoined her 
10 a recumbent poſture, adminiſtered an opi- 
| ate, and left her for the preſent; but, in conſe- 


[ quence of an increaſe of the pains, was again 
. ſent for in the evening of the next day : 
9 the os tince was high up at the brim of the 


5 pelvis, and dilated to about the breadth of 
a fix-pence, I repeated the anodyne, prefcri- 


an bed reſt, and ordered an emollient clyſter, of 
d, half a pint of milk and water, and four table 
5, ſpoonsful of ſweet oil; ſhe became eaſier, the 


flux leſſened, and except now and then a trifling 
pain, went on tolerably well till the night of 
the 7th, when the diſcharge and pain ſuddenly 
increaſed, and before I could reach her, ſhe wag 
delivered of a large fibrous compadt ſubſtance, weigh 
ing upwards of three pounds, and ſoon afterwards 
became entirely free from pain: upon examining 


this uncommon maſs, I found it had no cavity 
the Win its centre, but appeared to be ſolely the eecres 
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tion of the fibrous parts of the blood, con- 


denſed into a ſmooth oblong figure, by the com- 
preſſion of the womb: the patient had a drain- 
ing from the parts for ſome days, attended with 
an ephemera; but, by proper care, got up again 
at the end of the month, has ſince been deli- 
vered at her full time, of a fine hearty child, 
and remains in good health. A ſimilar inſtance 
| happened in JuLy, 1784, the wife of a day la- 
bourer, after the menſes had been ſuppreſſed 
near five months, and ſhe had experienced 
every ſymptom of the firſt claſs in pregnan- 
cy, was ſeized with a uterine hemorrhage 
and pains, and delivered of a large mz/ ſhapen 
maſs of a membranous texture; which came away 
ſpontaneouſly: and I was very ſorry, that my 
avocations at that time, prevented my utterly ex- 
amining into its contents, — MavRiceav, after 
giving his opinion of falſe conceptions and moles, 


affirms, that the latter are nouriſhed in the 


womb, to which they almoſt ever adhere, and 
are ſuſtained by the blood with which it is always 


furniſhed, juſt as plants are by the moiſture of the 
earth: 
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earth : ſometimes, he ſays, there is a child, toge- 


ther with a mole, from which it is often divi- 


ded, and ſometimes cleaving to its body, which 
puts it in great danger of its being miſ-ſhapen or 


monſtrous, becauſe of the compreſſion which this 


ſtrange body cauſeth to the infant, yet very tender. 


In the year 1665, he tells us, that being at Mr. 
BouxpEror's, Doctor in Phyſick, of the Faculty 
of Paris; where, every Moxnay, were held 
academical conferences: as they fell upon the 
diſcourſe of the circulation of the blood, which 
he explained according to his opinion; they 
brought an infant of a woman, newly deli- 
vered at her full time, which wanted all the 
her- hart of the head; having no ſeull, no 
brain, no, nor an hazry ſcalb; but had only, in 
lieu of all thoſe parts, a mole, or fleſhy maſs, 
flat and red, of the thickneſs and bigneſs of an 
after-burthen, covered with a ſimple membrane, 
ſtrong enough: this infant had, however, all the 
other parts of the body, fat and well-compoſed, 
and ſhaped: this monſtrous diſpoſition was the 

R 3 cauſe 
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caule of its death as ſoon as born; and yet it was 
very wonderful and aſtoniſhing, to conſider how 
it could live ſo without brain; as allo very dif- 
ficult to underſtand, how this fleſhy maſs could 
ſerve inſtead of it, whilſt it was in the mother's 
belly; it was interwoven with many veſſels like 
the fleſhy part of the placenta, yet of a more 
firm {ubſtance. A woman, he ſays, having a 
mole, hath a much worle colour, and is every 
way more inconvenienced than one with 
child; and if ſhe keeps it long, ſhe lives all this 
while in danger of her life; he adds, that ſome 
women have them two or three years, and ſome- 
times all the reſt of their lives: an inſtance of 
which happened in a pewterer's wife, of whom 
AupRO8öE PazRE makes mention in his book of 
Generation, who had one ſeventeen years, and at 
laſt died of it. —D1on1s, in his chapter on this 
ſubje&, ſays, that clods of the laſt part of the 
menſtrual blood adhering to the fides of the 
womb, and brought off by the firſt return of 
that flux, are often taken for moles or lumps of 


fleſh; and relates an inſtance of a woman, who 
| paſſed 


ed 
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paſſed ſuch little bodies regularly every month : 
aud when the moſt ſkilful ſurgeons were con- 
ſulted, they found them to be nothing but coagu- 
latcd blood; and were ſully convinced of it after- 


wards, when they found them voided with her 


courſes, although for a conſiderable time ſhe had 
not had the leaſt communion with her huſband : 
from which he judiciouſly infers, how charitably 
we ought to judge, ſhould theſe appearances oc- 
cur to women in the ſingle flale. — Cyarnan 
gives us the caſe of a woman, who ſuppoſed 
herſelf to be three months gone with child, and 
was taken with a flooding ; when he came to her, 
he found the os tince fo far opened, as to allow 
of two fingers, and a ſubſtance preſſing down ; 
eſpecially, in her pains, which were of no great 
force : he ſoon introduced a third finger, and by 
degrees, ſo far dilated the mouth of the womb, as 
to paſs all his fingers behind the ſubſtance, ſo as 
to command it; and taking the advantage of a 
pain, which was now ſtronger from the ſtimulus, 


occaſioned by the irritation of his fingers, he 


found it to be a firm fleſhy ſubſtance, and ſo hap- 
R 4 pily 
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pily rid her of a falſe conception. — To the ſame 
reſpectable Author we are indebted for the 
caſe of a miſcarriage. thro:1gh a ſcir / us in the 
womb; which he has given us as follows, 
On the 175th of Ociopts, 1923, being called 
to a poor woman, in order to deliver her of a 
ſecond child; the midwife told him, that ſhe 
had taken away one abortive inſant two days be- 
fore, of about fix or ſeven inches in length; 
but that ſhe bad left the aſter- birth, till the ſe- 
cond child ſhould be born; the head of which, 
ſhe ſaid, lay then in the paſſage; but was much 
larger than that of the fetus ſhe had already 
taken away: he found the mouth of the womb 
large enough to receive three fingers, with which 
he caſily drew away the placenta, that was left in 
the wterus: the womb he thought felt very thick 
and hard, and the cavity of it ſeemed to be cloſe 
filled up with the cake, By feeling, or rather 
compreſſing her body on the outſide, he found a 
large bard ſubſtance; he then put two fingers 
into the anus, and his thumb into the vagina. 
and thus graſped ſomething in form not unlike 

the 
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the head and neck of a child; he declared. that 
nothing remaine1 in the womb; but what to 
make of this hard and ſolid tumor, unleſs it 
were a ſcirrhus, he could not well tell, The 
woman had not long before been ill of a conſump- 
tive diſorder, and being now much weakened 
and exhauſted by her miſcarriage (in which ſhe 
had loſt a great quantity of blood] and two days 
being ſpent with torment, in waiting for another 
child, ſhe was at length brought ſo low, that ſhe 
expired in about three days afterwards ; when 
being allowed to inſpe@ the corpſe, he found this 
hard ſubſtance, as he had before ſuſpected to be 
a true“ ſcirrhus of the womb in the form al- 
ready deſcribed, and weighing (as near as he could 
gueſs) four or five pounds —Dr Pvucu ſays, he 
has ſeen ſeveral caſes of falſe conceptions and moles, 


which proved fatal; and which he imputes to 


ſome diſeaſe in the womb itſelf, or its glands, 


as a ſcirrlius cancer, or fuch like; becauſe, they 


* Dr. ExTon has given us a caſe in many reſpects 
ſimilar to the above. 


chiefly 
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chiefly happen to women between forty and fifty 
years of age, or upwards: at which time of 
Nile, he obſerves, every practitioner muſt be ſen. 
ſible, that the natural purgations are then going 
olf, and more likely to ſubjet the woman to 
ſuch diſorders. Dr. OuLy, after having given 
his opinion concerning a mole and falſe conception, 
and the management neceſſary in theſe caſes, 
favours us with the following Hiſtory of a wo- 
man, whom he delivered of a ſalſe conception: 
In Arkir, 1740, he was ſent for by an Iron- 
monger, whoſe wiſe was in labaur; for which 
purpoſe he was retained four months before ; 
from which time he frequently vilited her, and 
always found her tolerably well; and as it was 
her firſt child, aſked her if its motion was 


firong and lively; to which ſhe anſwered, 


that ſhe was no judge of that particular, but that 
ſhe conſtantly felt it ſtir: he found her pains 
come on but very flow, and a ſmall appearance 
of blocd at every period ; having not the leaſt re- 
laxation of vagina or 0s tince, he left her for the 
pace of three hours, in which time he delivered 


another 
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another woman: on his return, her pains were much 
increaſed, but there was not the leaſt dilatation: 
in ſhort, every circumſtance contributed to make 
him imagine that it would turn out ſuch a labour, 
as he had met with where the flernum preſented ; 
with this remarkable difference, that whenever 
he touched this orifice, though never ſo lightly, 
the roared extravagantly, complaining of a moſt 
extraordinary pain which it cauſed in her back, 
which really hindered him from giving her ſuch 
aſſiſtanc e as was neceſſary ; for her friends thought 


he did ſomething cruel at every examination, 


Matters went on thus for twelve hours; at the 
end of which time he gave her a quieting 
draught, which compoſed her for an hour and a 
half, and entirely removed that terrible com- 
plaint when the orifice was touched; wherefore 
he proceeded with all convenient ſpeed to dilate 
the parts: upon the firſt entrance of his finger, 
he was much furprized to feel nothing but a ſoft 
fleſhy ſub/lance ; he knew it was not the placenta, 
as the diſcharge of blood was very inconſiderable; 
and it was reaſonable to ynagine, if there was any 

| = 
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extraneous blood contained in the womb with the 


child, that it would not come foremoſt if the in- 


fant were alive; wherefore he aſked how long it 
was ſince ſhe ſelt it ſtir, and was anſwered, within 
the ſpace of an hour, which put it beyond all 
doubt, as he thought, there was a child: how- 
ever, his firſt buſineſs was to bring away what 
offered ; which he attempted, but could not, by 
reaſon of its ſize, till he had divided it into three 
parts, by breaking it with his hand: when they 
were extracted, he was more than ever ſurprized 
to find the womb was quite empty. Our au- 
thor concludes this cafe, with obſerving, how 
litle the mother's account 1s to be depended 
on in matters of this kind: and, that it gives 
another inſtance of the orifice not dilating, 
notwithſtanding the mother's efforts. — In 
PorTAL we meet with the delivery of a woman 
of a mola.— He was called the 16th of Fs Ru- 
ary, 1671, to a Baker's wiſe, afflicted with a 


violent flux of blood; after he had brought his 


fingers into the inward orifice of the womb, he 
felt a membranous ſubſlance, of the bigneſs of a 


bowl, 
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bowl, which he judged to be a mola, or falſe con - 
ception, he made uſe of his fingers to ſeparate it 
from the mother, and to bring it out in pieces, 
which he . did by degrees; and the whole being 
got out, the flux ceaſed. Vide La Morrz, Obſ. 
12, & 16.—AsTRrvuc diſtinguiſhes moles into three 
ſpecies, expatiating very largely upon the ſub- 
jet, and recommends LEVRET's crooked: forceps 
for the extraction of the moles, as a means effec- 
tual to the purpoſe, without making incifions 
into them, unleſs they are very large. —Rurscn 
ſays, that not only a flacenla retained in the ute- 
. rus for ſome time aſter the excluſion of an em- 
brio may reſemble a mola; but alſo ' congealed 
blood lodged in the cavity of the uterus, which 
had -been frequently brought him by midwives, 
ſometimes for a mola, and ſometimes for a pla- 
centa ; this congealed blood being much indu- 
rated by the compreſſure of the uteru; ; he ſome- 
times found it ſo compact, as to reſemble fleſh, and 
frequently obſerved, a fort of membranes, in a 
manner appended like thoſe which we fee ſwim- 
ming in the water after bleeding in the foot: 


when 
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when theſe and ſuch-like bodies wete brought 
to him, he ſays, he made the following enqui- 
ries: firſt, whether there were any footſteps of a 
funiculus umbilicalis, or navel flring, which had 
been broke off: and ſecondly, whether or no 
there were any blood veſlels diſtributed through 
the maſs; without which, he obſerves, they 
could not be termed, retained placentule: in 
which, if there are blood veſſels, they generally 
contain. no blood, ſo that they ſeem more like 
fibres than blood veſſels. The ſame author 
ſpeaking of pſeudomole, or ſpurious mola's, from 
{mall placenta's remaining in the uterus aſter the 
excluhon of the fatus, tells us, that many and 
great inconveniencies happen to lying-in women, 
when the ſecundines or after-burthen do not fol- 
low the preceding mature fatuss Hence, he 
ſays, ſome women fall into a profuſe and irre- 
gular fluor ulerinus, which returns at interval: 
from the fame cauſe, not without excruciating 
pains. In others, the abdomen is diſtended to a 
great bulk, with a difficulty of reſpiration, an 
adematous ſwelling of the legs, ſickneſs at the 
ſlomach, 
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ſtomach, ot loathing of the food; with anxie- 


ties of the precordia, fainting fits, and palenefs 
of the face; and not unſrequently death itſelf 


puts a period to theſe miſeries; whence the diſ- 


order appears to be very dangerous, and of the 
laſt conſequence; but not mortal in itſelf, as 


ſome of the leſs ſkilful midwives would have us 


believe. Very often, he adds, the placenta re- 
mains in the uterus for above the ſpace of ten 
months after the ſœtus has been excluded: and it 
is almoſt as incredible, as ſurprizing, what a va- 
ticty of changes, or tranſmutations, if he may, he 
ſays, fo ſpeak, the preternaturally retained placenta 
undergoes. Sometimes the placenta degenerates 
into hygattdes or velicles, hanging as it were like 
footſtalks, and with a watery humour; ſome» 
times the retained placenta is at length brought 
forth, and eſteemed by others for a mola; be- 
twixt which there is a near refemblance, both in 
hardneſs, conſiſtence, form and fleſhy ſubſtance 
conformable to the deſcription of 2 H]; ſo chat 
it is no wonder if the placenta ſhould be taken 
for mole, by thoſe who have no opportunity of 


often 
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often ſeeing thoſe piacenta's which have been re- 


tained. If the placenta's, continues our author, 
of fetus's, two, three, or four months old, are 
retained longer than they ought to be in the uterus, 
they are not ſo much dangerous as apt to produce 
alterations in the patient; but if the placenta of 
a mature fetus, or of one that is ſeven or eight 
months old be retained, there is more danger, 
becauſe frequently the whole placenta degenerates 
into kydatides; the number of which is ſometimes 
ſo great, as to extend the abdomen to ſuch a de- 
gree, that the woman ſeems to be with child. I 
remember myſelf, ſays our author, to have twice 
ſeen a large plate full of ſuch kydatides diſcharged 
from thoſe who have retained part of the placenta 
in the uterus, for ſome months after they have been 
delivered: and have obſerved before, that the 
placentas of abortives, two, three, or four months 
old, become of ſo compact a ſubſlance, and ac- 
quire ſuch a form, that they may be well taken 
for mole by the unſkilful ; provided they ſtay in 
the uterus longer than they ought, or for many 


days; for the humours being expelled, together 
with 
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with the fe/us, the placenta is contracted and 
preſſed together by the uterus into this or that 
form, ſo as to reſemble either a mole, a frog, or 
ſome other kind of body; whence the over-cre- 
dulous women, who are too much addicted to 


tell tories, and magnify trifles, give out to their 
acquaintance that they have met with living mole, 
capable of flying, &c. and what is more, they 
admoniſh the reſt of their companions wko are 
preſent at the birth, to take care of theſe molæ, 
that they do not creep under their cloaths, and 
inſinuate themſelves into their bodies. But re- 
jecting theſe trifles of old women, he thinks it 
worthy of obſervation, that if theſe placentule 
are retained a week, or longer, in the uterus, 
after the fetus has been delivered, they are ſo 
compreſſed by the contraction of the womb, that 
they become not only more compact and ſolid 
than the muſcular fleſh, but are, by that means, 
moulded into the ſorm and magnitude of the in- 


ternal cavity of the uterus; e. g. a certain wo- 
man, who had gone eleven weeks with child, 
miſcarried by a violent paſſion of mind, the pla- 
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centa ſtill remaining ſome weeks in the womb; 
by the contraction of which in returning to its 
former magnitude, the Hlacenta was ſo much 
indurated and disſigured before it was diſcharged, 
that if one had not carefully examined its ſub- 
lance, it would readily have been believed to have 
been a mola.—Another woman, in the fifth month 
of her pregnancy, brought forth an immature fetus, 
which was followed with the ſecundines, entirely 
well-conditioned; but after theſe were come to 
light, there followed a fleſhy maſs, in form and 
magnitude, reſembling the natural uterus: upon 
making a ſtrict examination into this laſt by in- 
cifion, he found it to be likewiſe a deformed 
Placenta, more compact than uſual; but how 
long this ſecond placenia had continued in the 
womb, he obſerves, is hard to ſay, whether or 
no, the woman might have had {wins, and one of 
the fetus's being deſtroyed, or dropt without her 
knowledge, its placenia might have continued; 
or, whether or no, ſhe was with child before this 
laſt impregnation ; and having excluded the em- 


brio retained the placenta, as many times happens; 
all 
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all this i is what we have no opportunity here to 


determine: at leaſt, there is no room to doubt, 
that after the excluſion of the fetus in theſe caſes, 
the placenta being retained ſome weeks in the 


rus, contracting to its former dimenſions, there- 


fore. receives the figure and dimenſions of its in- 
ternal cavity ; but if one of the forementioned 
Hacentulæ be retained for a few days only, it be- 
comes more compact and irregularly figured; ſo 
as to repreſent ſometimes a frog, ſometimes a 
mole, &c. according to people's imagination. Us 
And farther concerning the origin and nature of 
moles, our author ſpeaks as follows: A mola is 
ſaid to be a ſhapeleſs maſs of fleſh, deſtitute of 
bones, and generated from a falſe or imperfeRt 
conception ; but if this be true, it may ſeert 
wonderful, that ſuch ſort of molas ſhould be diſ- 
charged from ſingle young women; or, at leaſt, 
from ſuch as have not lain under the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion: and likewiſe old women have been ob- 
ſerved to void ſuch maſſes or mole as thoſe be- 
fore-mentioned It frequently happens, he ſays, 
that in abor.ions, after the fetus is excluded, the 
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placenta remains behind, not only for 'weeks, but 
even for months; and by the preſſure or contrac- 


tion of the uterus, is not only formed agreeable 


to the cavity of that viſcus, but is alſo frequently 


ſo much indurated, that in the compactneſs of 


its ſubſtance it much exceeds fleſh, and may be 


taken for a mola. For above theſe twenty years 
paſt, ſays our author, it has been enacted by the 
Sheriffs and Aldermen of this city, that to pre- 
vent further misfortunes. in Mivwireky, of which 
there are many great complaints ; that the Col- 
lege of Phyſicians, and myſelf, ſhould examine 
all the midwives admitted to practiſe within the 
city of AusrERDAu, the number of whom was 
very great: I aſked almoſt every one of them 
what they have obſerved concerning molæ; but 
none of them could give us any account, farther, 
than that they were firm fleſhy bodies, which 
they had known to be excluded from the uterus ; 
but never living, as ſome imagined: ſometimes ſar- 
comata, or fleſhy excreſcences, are expelled fromthe 
uterus, which are miſtaken for molz ; for. thus I call 
them, ſays our author, becauſe I never could find 
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any thing in them but fleſh: and ſuch excreſ- 
cences as theſe I have obſerved adhering to the 
uterus itſelf by a footſtalk, when women have 
been in labour ; but at theſe we need not be at 


all ſurprized, ſince ſuch like bodies grow out even 
from the ſtomach and bladder, according to his 
obſervation. It is therefore - highly probable, 
that the mole ſo often talked of above, are nothing 
more than fleſhy excreſcences of the uterus, like 
thoſe before-mentioned, or elſe placente retained 
in the uterus, and therefore compreſſed, as has 
been before obſerved ; but do not at all ariſe from 
a bad conception: thus far Ruyscu.—-Dionis 
bighly reprobates and condemns all thoſe potions 
and flops made uſe of by midwives, ta procure the 
expulſion of falſe conceptions; and thoſe who are 
defirous of more on this fubj ect, may conſult — 
The Obſervations of HI DAus, Rooxnnvurse, 
Guiiewsav, lib. de Gravidit. cap. 4. Kirk» 
RINGIUS SiclSMUNDA, apud Connor in Dif. 
Med. Phyſic. de humani Uteri Sarcomata, page 
37. SAviakD, Obſ. g6. BonsTvs Sepulchret. lib. 
3. Se. 37. Forxesrus de Morbis Mulierum, 
lib. 28. HetsTER, SMELLE, BurtoN, &c. 
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ASE CL 


J. P. “s Wife, of LEVYBOURNE, near this town, 
being at the full period of geſtation, was taken 
in labour the nineteenth of June, 1768; 
ſhe had no appearances to ſuſpect her going 
with twins; but from the unevenneſs of her 
belly, and unuſual flirrings and motions inter- 
nally, ſhe was inclined to believe that the child 
preſented wrong; and had ſo deeply imbibed 
this preſumption, that it was difficult to perſuade 
her to the contrary ; her pains were very ſlow, 
and lafted but a little while, J found the os 
tincæ in a dilating ſlate, the child rightly 
ſituated, and the waters beginning to gather ; the 
pains kept growing ſtronger and ſtronger; the 
hind part of the head of the child gradually 
emerged from under the arch of the þubes, and 
was very ſoon delivered: though the child was 
very ſmall, I did not at firſt ſuſpect another; 
but the recurrence of regular labour pains, and 

the 
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the funis continuing to bleed a longer time than 
uſual; together with the retention of the pla- 
centa; were concurrent circumſtances to enforce 
ſuch belief: upon placing my hand on the 
patient's belly, I found the ſpace between the ſto- 
mach and navel, as large as if ſhe had not 
been delivered; and then by paſling a finger into 
the os uteri, plainly diſcovered another let of 
membranes, and ſomething like the nates preſenting 
thro' them; I therefore made a ligature on the 
umbilical chord next the mother, and a proper com- 
preſſion upon the abdomen by means of a large 
napkin, the pains returned regurlarly, and the 
nates deſcended to the os externum I carefully 
attended to the proper turns, and the ſecond 


child was ſoon delivered. After waiting more 


than half an hour for the ſeparation of the fla- 


. centa, and an incipient hemorrhage appearing, I 


gently, paſſed my hand into the wterus, and 
with ſome difficulty diſengaged, and delivered 
3 prodigious placenta, which appeared common 
ta both children; no troubleſome complaint 
whateyer enſued, and the woman did very well 
in the uſual time. CASE 


CASE CIL 


Ix the night of the third of SerTEMBER, 1772, 
I was ſent for in great haſte to the aſſiſtance of a 
gipſey woman, who was in labour in a bam, 
about two miles diſtant from this town ; ſhe was 
a ſtrong healthy woman, and had borne three 
children; with all of whom, ſhe informed me, 
ſhe had been delivered by herſelf, without any 
kind of aſſiſtance, had always had eaſy la- 
bours, and ſoon got well; but, that ſhe had 
now exceeded- her reckoning by more than a 
month, and had never before been ſo big; 
wherefore ſhe had entertained the opinion of her 
having Twins: the force of labour was very 
great, the child preſented right, and was foon 
expelled by the natural efforts; a freſh ſet of 


membranes were almoſt inſlantaneouſly forced 
J down, 
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down, and I cakily felt the feet of another child 
through them. The patient having received ſome 
nouriſhment, I ruptured the membranes, ſecured 
the fect, brought them into the paſſage, and ma- 
naged the delivery according to the preſentation : 
aſter waiting near an hour for the expulſion of 
the placenta, I cautioully moved each chord 
gently from fide to fide, and then by pulling at 
them both at the ſame time, and the patient aſſiſt 
ing me by bearing down as much as poſſible, the 
placente, in one continuous maſe, was brought 
down to the mouth of the womb, where I found 
ſome teſiſtance from the contraction of the orifice ; 
but having got pretty firm hold, ſoon extracted 
them entire, and found them ſtrongly connect - 
ed tu each other, as in the former caſe, with the 
chorion common to both; which, in Levazr's opi- 
nion, is frequently, if not always the caſe. The 
woman was ſo well on the fixth day, that I met 
her walking in the high road, with one child at 
her breaſt, and the other tied to her back. In 
about a fortnight after this one of the children 


died, and ſhe brought the other to me, that I 
mi ght 


— 
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might look at its eyes, as ſhe ſaid ſomething co- 
vered them like a ſkin, and the child had not 
ſeen ſince it was born: upon examination, I 
diſcovered a very thin filmy coat, which occu- 
pied the whole ſpace of the tunica conjundliva, and 
entirely covered the pupils of both eyes. This pre- 
ternatural ſubſtance 1 ealily removed, by paſſing 
under it a ſmall curved needle, and a ligature, 
which, when gently pulled forward, I was able to 
ſeparate with the points of a pair of ſmall ſtrait ſcil- 
| fars, and without any further pain or trouble i 
the infant, than its being properly confined for ti: 
operation: beneath this filmy coat, the globes. 
both eyes appeared clear and tranſparent: and, 
I preſume, that the operation fully anſwered the 
deſign, as I neither ſaw or heard any thing of the 
matter afterwards. And here, I ſhall beg per- 
miſſion, to introduce what has been ſaid by 
the learned Harter; who, after many reiterated 
*experiments on the eyes of various ſœtuses, gives 
us his ingenious obſervations on a newly diſcovered 
membrane which cloſes the pupils of che eye in 


2 fetus? 
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a ſelus: and ſays, that he cannot ſce why this 


pupillary web ſhould not be ranked amongſt the 
conſtant organical and vaſcular membranes of the 
fetus; but in the adult it waſtes away: for there 
are not, as doubtleſs there ought not to be, the 
leaſt remains of it to obſtru the entry of the 


rays of light into the cornea: further experiments 


on Infants, our author remarks, may, in time, 
inform us at what age this membrane diſappears ; 
but he ſuſpects it may remain ſometimes before it 
is fully diſcovered. The fetus, he obſerves, can- 
not ſee, as it would be altogether needleſs; nei- 
ther are the eyes of infants at once properly dif- 
poſed to receive the luminous rays, but by de- 
grees; it is therefore probable, that this mem- 
brane burſts aſunder at firſt, and through its ſup- 
pleneſs is diſſolved in the aqueous humour, where 
its veſſels finally give way, and ſo it comes 
to diſappear entirely. New-born infants can 
lee nothing. And, he repreſents it as his 
opinion, that it is ſome weeks before the 
approach of a candle, or the offer of ſome 
injury can make them wink; the reaſon of this 
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phznomonon, ſays this writer, has been enquired 
into, Monſieur Petit aſcribes it to the thick» 
neſs and wrinkles of the cornea. Vide Memoires de 
I'Academ. des Sciences, vol. g. p. 725. But in men, 
and more particularly in dogs, the cornea is tranſ- 
parent; and in the ſœlus s. which were the ſub- 
je&s of this enquiry, the veſſels of the iris were 
eally diſcerned through it; whence it ſhould ap- 
pear, ihat ſuch a cauſe can produce no great 
obſtacle to the rays, therefore we are to fee ſor 
lome other, The eyes of pew-whelped puppies 
are perſecily tranſparent, but their eye-lids are 
ſhut and glued together, and this is the cauſe of 
thejr blindneſs ; for certain it is, that they are 
deſtitute of any pupillary membrane; but in 


man, and even in the fatus, the eye-lids ſimply 


approach each other, without any thing that in 
| reaſon can obſiruct viſion, unleſs it be the red- 
diſh tinge of the aqueous liquor and our pupillar 
membrane; becauſe, in the brſt. the cornea, tho 
thick, does not intercept the rays *: and Monſieur 


* Monſ. PET1T repreſents the Cornea as cloudy, and the Chry/al- 
unc as opaque; but cur Author affims to have found both of them 
perfeAly tranſparent. 
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PeriT himſelf acknowledges, that he has ſeen 


very tranſparent cornea's; the red tinge of the 


cornea is common to all the other liquors of the 


fetus, which exhale thoſe of the amnios, the pe- 
ritongum, the pericardium, and the tunica vagi- 
nalis: and alfo, that which is diſtributed all 
throughout the whole cellular membrane; and 
oſten produces, ſays our author, anaſarcas in the 
head of fætus's, are all of them conſtantly red» 
diſh; ſo that their canals of exhalation, muſt 
needs be, during this period, pretty wide; which 
afterwards cloſe, as the veſſels become harder 
and more contracted, 
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Tan ſubject of the following aiticle, was a 
woman, of SwANScOouRE, in this county, aged 
twenty- five; ſo remarkably healthy from her in- 
fancy, that ſhe had hitherto ſcarcely experienced 
any diſorder, The Gentleman who had been, 


retained for her delivery, informed me, that in th 
the beginning of her pregnancy ſhe was afflided w 
with pains in her ſtomach, attended with fre- im 
quent vomitings, which continued till after the to 


fifth month; when her complexion, which uſed BW per 
to be florid, became pale and fickly, and the thr 
whole habit was ſoon afterwards leucophlegma- anc 
tic and anaſarcous; the ſwellings of her legs, was 
thighs, arms, neck, and face, were fo great, W not 
that it was with difficulty ſhe could rife from the WW cep: 


bed; ſhe complained of oppreſſion in the lungs, 
and 
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and great uneaſineſs or fullneſs in the pelvis; the 
labour began very untowardly in the morning of 
the gth of DeczmBer, 1764, and continued lin- 
gering all that day, and till noon of the next; 
the preſentation was right, the vertex being per- 
ceptible to the touch; but notwithſtanding a ſe- 
ries of the moſt ſevere pains for eight hours to- 
gether, when they ſlackened, and went entirely 
off, the head remained ſo long at the os vaginæ, 
that he was at length reſolved to aſſiſt with the 
forceps, which he introduced and fixed, without 
much difficulty, as ſhe laid on her left ſide: as 
the labour pains had entirely ceaſed, he ated 
wich the forceps gently, and by intervals, in 
imuation of them; the head of the child began 
to extend the external orifice: he ſupported the 
perineum with his left hand, brought the head 
through the os externum, removed the forceps, 
and - finiſhed the delivery of the child, which 
was born alive; the child was very ſmall, and 
not in the leaſt marked or bruiſed with the for- 
ceps: after waiting a proper time, the placenta 
remaining fixed and immoveable, he paſſed his 

hand 
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hand externally upon the abdomen of the patient, 
which he found hard and prominent, and by 
the touch internally ſoon diſcovered the mem- 
branes of another child, diſtended with the wa- 
ters, and preſenting at the brim of the pelvis: 
he made a ligature upon the end of the ſunis next 
the mother, ſupported her with proper nouriſh- 
ment, and after waiting a reaſonable time, and 
the pains not recurring, he paſſed his hand up, 
ruptured the membranes, and finding the feet, 
preſently delivered the child as in preternatural 
caſes: after the delivery of the firſt child, he 
did not negle& the precaution to comprels the 
patient's belly with a napkin, to prevent her 
fainting, from the inanition of the uterus; and 
aſter that of the ſecond, he directed the com- 
preſſion to be made tighter. It was more 
than an hour, he ſays, before he could effect the 
delivery of the placentæ, which were joined together 
in one large bulky maſs; nor did he accompliſh 
this buſineſs at laſt without the affiſtance of the 
blunt hook, The firſt child lived three weeks, 
but the ſecond died ſoon after it was born, and 

the 
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the woman was down ſlairs at the terminationꝰof 
the month, and as free from the anaſarca, as if 
ſhe had never ſuſtained any ſuch complaint.” 
She went to live in EssEX; where, as this 
Gentleman was informed, ſhe had afterwards 
twins twice at a birth; and during the periods of 
geſtation with them, had no dropfical ſwelling what - 
evet; nor could he hear that any other extraordi- 
nary circumſtance attended her then, or at the births 
of the children. Dr. Warrs, in his Reflections on 
Slow and Painful Labours, obſerves, that Drop- 
fies, during pregnancy, ſeldom proceed to a 
greater height than the anaſarca, thinks the milder 
purgatives may be uſed with ſafety; and recom- 
mends veſicatories to the legs as remarkably ef- 
fectual. 


7 CASE - 


CASE CIV. 


Oz the firſt of Janvary, 1780, I' was: ſent 
for to Mrs. T. of B=—, a few. miles. from 
hence: upon examination, I found the internal 
orifice in an extenuating ſtate, the membranes 
were filled with water, and formed: a tumour, 
turgid in the time of a pain, and flaccid in the 
interval; but I was not able to perceive either 
the head, or any part, through the membranes; 
the pains were flow, and I ſuſpected the caſe 
would be attended with ſome kind of embarraſs- 
ment: it was a firſt pregnancy, and the patient 
was remarkably big and unwieldly . had, at 
times, been very uneaſy, and full of pains, and, 
as the neighbours told me, had increaſed in fze 
ſooner than common: and ſhe ſaid, that ſhe 
had often felt motions in different parts of the 

abdo- 
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abdomen: after waiting with her ſome hours, with- 
out any addition of pains; ſlie ſuddenly com- 


plained. of being very wet: and upon proper 
enquiry, 1 was amazed to find in the paſſage the 
preſentation- of 4wo hands; which, by the direc- 
tion of the thumbs and palms; I found to be 
both right Hands, and accordingly determined 
them to belong to two different children: there- 
fore;, that which approximated neateſt in the 
brim of the pelvis; became my firſt object. As 
ſhe had- had no ſlool for the laſt! twelve hours. 
I preſctibetl lier an etnollient clyſter: ſoot! aſter 
che opetation of which, the patient being placed 
in æ ſuitable poſition, I paſſed my hand, and di- 
refed my fingets along the back of the firſt' ſa- 
bs, till I found one foot; the extremity of which 
Itraced'to/ the trunk, and by that means was able 
to trace the'other back again to the ſecond foot: 
this I did in the moſt cautious and gentle man- 
ner, and, preſuming that I was now in poſſeſſion 
of the feet of: the fetus, which I had went in 
learch of, I brought them carefully down; ob- 
lerving; as much as was in my power, to pre- 
1 vent 
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vent any part of the other fetus from obtruding 
itfelf into the pelvis, ſo as to impede the work 
which I had begun; and the better to effect this 
purpoſe, I made a nooſe with a ſtrong garter, 


mounted it upon the points of the fingers of one 
hand, contracted into a conical form, and introdu- 
ced it in ſuch a manner, that by being drawn 
tight with my other hand, I was able to fix 
it above the ancles; and being at intervals aſſiſted 
by the contraction of the uterus, in about twenty 
minutes I ſafely accompliſhed the delivery of 
the firſt child; the placenta of which ſepara- 
ted, and came away ſpontaneouſly, in five mi- 
nutes after the birth; an unlucky occurrence, 
which was almoſt immediately followed by a co- 
pious flooding ; the patient ſoon ſunk under it, and 
I was really afraid would have expired before the 
delivery of the ſecond child, which I found 
low down in the pelvis, preſenting with its right 
hand and foot; the womau being in a fainting 
fit, and the reſiſtance of the parts in a great mea 
ſure loſt, I paſſed by the hand, recovered the 
unpreſenting foot, joined it to that in the pal- 

| | ſage 
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ſage, brought them down together, and delivered 


the child according to the rules heretofore obſerved 
in ſuch caſes, taking care that a proper compreſ- 
fion was made on the abdomen, to prevent the 
conſequences which might otherwiſe have enſued, 
from too ſuddenly emptying the uterus, which 
had long ſuſtained ſo conſiderable a diſtenſion : 
both the children were ſtrong and hearty, and 
not ſo ſmall as twins uſually are; the remain- 
ing placenia, on account of the perilous ſituation 
of the mother, I thought it right to extract with 
all poſſible expedition, which was ſoon effected; 

the hemorrhage ſtopped, the patient came to 

her ſenſes, and had no return of the flux; yet 

having loſt more blood than her conſtitution 


could well bear, ſhe a long time continued faint 
and weak, and did not thoroughly recover ber 
ſtrength for ſome months The bad conſequences 
which enſued upon the expulſion of the firſt pla- 
centa, evinces the degree of caution, which ſhould 
invariably be made uſe of in our endeavours to 
extract it after the birth of the child, and more 
particularly fo in caſes of Twins, | 
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'CASR: OV, 


Is the forenoon of the 29th of SrTENIEER, 
4781, I was ſent for to a Butcher's Wiſe at 
Waoruau, whoſe labour had begun the pre- 
ceding evening; when the anidwife, who uſu- 
ally attended her, bad been called in to her 
aſſiſtance, the informed me, that the pains had 
returned very regularly, from the time ſhe was 
taken, till about fix Oo clock in the morning, 
when the waters broke, and ſhe diſcovered that 
the child came wrong; by finding one of its fret 
in the paſſage, without attempting any thing, the 
had waited the return of the pains, to ſee if the 
child would advance in that ſituation; but in a 
little while, perceiving that the flring prolapſed 
and protruded farther and farther before it, at 
every pain, ſhe deſired that other aſſiſtance might 


. be ſought for: in the mean time, ſhe contented her- 
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felf with 'endeavouring to puſh ap the ſtring, and 
replace it, but could not ſucceed in her attempts ; 
upon examination, I found one foot, one hand, 
and the funis, conſiderably prolapſed, and hang- 
ing down ſome inches before them, quite ont of 
the os externum; it was cold, and without the 
leaſt pulfation: and, as the meconium continued 
to be diſcharged in large quantities, I enter- 
fained not the leaſt doubt of the child's death: 
however, I did not immediately give my opini- 
on, nor attempt to deliver the patient; as the 
midwife ſtood charged with accuſations 'of neg- 
leck and want of {kill, I thought it but right to 
exculpate her from ſuch charges to the utmoſt of 
my power: a ſecond examination confirmed my 
firſt opinion relative to the child's death, and 
determined me upon immediate delivery. From 


the Hiſtory I had gathered of her former delive- 


ries, there was no doubt to be made of a well- 
formed pelvis ; the os internum was fully dilated, 
and as ſhe laid on her left fide, I introduced 
my hand, properly lubricated, with a view to 
diſpoſſeſs the hand which offered, of its pre- 
ſent ſituation, by puſhing it up, and paſſing by 
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it in ſearch of the other foot; but ſoon 


after the introduction of my hand, perceiving 


the action of the uterus coming on, I laid 
my hand, which was before in a conical form, 
as flat as poſſible, leſt any part of the uterus 
ſhould be injured by my knuckles, and did not 
proceed till it was over: I then renewed my at- 
tempt, and not without ſome difficulty, the uterus 
being contracted in a longitudinal form, could 
but Juſt reach the knee belonging to the other 
foot :- I therefore thought it ' moſt expedient. to 
bend the knee cautiouſly, and thus bring down 
the leg and foot together: after which I was 
able to ſecure both the feet together, and 
proceed in the delivery, not altering the pa - 
tient's poſture, till the child was advanced to the 
hips; when I found it expedient that ſhe ſhould 
lie on her back, that I might with more caſe 
turn the belly of the child to the back of the 
mother: this being effected, I proceeded in the 
buſineſs until the head deſcended, and entered 
into the os externum; when TI inclined the body of 
the child to the belly of its mother, carefully 
guarded the perinæum, and proceeding flowly, 

| accom- 
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accompliſhed the birth; the placenta ſeparated 
ſoon and very ealily, and I happily left the 
woman in a very good way, Were I to make a 
reflexion upon this caſe, I ſhauld not in the leaſt 
heſitate to ſuppoſe, that this child was entirely 
loſt by delay, and would in all human probabi- 
lity have been ſaved, had any experienced prac- 
titioner been at hand when the membranes firſt 
broke; yet I find no cauſe, iu the leaſt, for cenſu- 
ring the midwife, whoſe province it was to act as 
ſhe did; and ſhe deſerved more commendation for 
referring the buſineſs to a Man-Mipwies, than 
by hazarding her own character on a proceſs | 
which ſhe did not underſtand. A caſe ſome- 
what fimilar to the foregoing, occurred to me 
early in the moruing of the firſt of Maxcn laſt, 
with this difference only, that I was luckily 
preſent at the breaking of the membranes, when 
the ſunis ſuddenly prolapſed into the vagina, and 
preſented with the left hand and foot; whereupon 
I accompliſhed the delivery with all convenient 
expedition, without the leaſt injury to either 
the mother or child, who both did well. 
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CASE CVI. 


M . a Gentleman of abilities in his 
profeſſion, has informed me, that in the month 
of SerTEeMBER, 1777, he was ſent for to a pa- 
tient, who had always been ſubjeR to ſpaſmodic 
affectious of the nervous ſyſtem, hut more parti- 
cularly ſo during her pregnancy ; he had relaxed 
the {paſms by veneſection; - ſtrengthening the 
nervous ſyſtem by tonics, and by warm hyſteric 
medicines : although ſhe had miſcarried twice 
before, ſhe was now brought to her full period of 
geſtation, and was in labour; ſhe complained 
of ſickneſs, horripilation, frequent miQurition, 


pains of the back and loins; the ' membranes 
were propelled in the form of a ſoft fluctuating 
bag: aſier ſome hours they broke, and the fetus 
deſcended, and was delivered by the natural el 

forts : 
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forts: after- a moderate reſpite from pain, the 
uterus renewed its contractions, and the ſecun- 
but the woman continued hot and reſtleſs, and in 
pain, upon which he gave her the ſaline draught, 
with elixir paregoricum ; notwithſtanding which 
ſhe had a ſleepleſs night, and early the next morn- 
ing, after a very arp pain, was delivered of 
a ſætus, which was perſectly well ſhaped, about 
two inches in length, of the female ſex, and 
which he preſerved in ſpirits. The patient now 
grew eaſſer, had ſome refreſhing veſl, and re- 
covered her ſtrength in the uſual time. He 
enquired very particularly concerning the ſtate 
ſhe was in about the third and fourth month ; 
but could not diſcover any one cauſe or circum» 
ſlance, to which, except the hyſteric complaints 
before ſpoke of, he could attribute this Gngular 
phznomenon, 
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S HE ſame Gentleman alſo informs me, that 
an ingenious Surgeon of his acquaintance, in Sus- 
SEX, was ſent for to a healthful woman, in Avevsr, 
11775, who had four days before been delivered of a 
child by a midwife : it was her firſt labour, and as 
there was no recutrence of pains after the deli- 
very, there was not the leaſt ſuſpicion of any 
thing being left in the uterus; but ſhe was ſud- 
denly ſeized with a flooding, and fainted away: 
upon coming to her, he examined and found a 
ſubſtance filling up the paſſage, which, with the 
help of his fingers, as it was pretty low down, 
he ſoon delivered: and upon examination, found 
it a ſmall fetus in its bag, and with the mem- 
| branes entire; he weighed it altogether, and 
found it four ounces and a half troy weight: 

upon 


( 285 ] 
upon taking the fetus out of the bag, it appeared 
pretty well formed, of a white pellucid colour, 
and its eyes, noſe, mouth, ears, limbs, fingers, 


toes, and privities, all diſtin; it was a female: 


and upon enquiry, he found that the woman had 

received a fall down ſtairs about the end of the 

fourth month; by which ſhe had very much 
bruiſed the right fide of the abdomen ; but had 
loſt blood from her arm, and ſoon recovered from 
the accident; he did not preſerve the ſecundines, 
but the [fetus he put in ſpirits, and gave it to 
my friend, who was ſo obliging as to preſent it 
to me, and I bave it now by me, The ingenious. 
Author of Letters on the Force of Imagination in 
pregnant women, tells us of a woman, who was 
happily brought to-bed of a well-ſhaped- child; 
and was, at the fame time, delivered of a liule 
embrio, extremely flattened, and of no more chan 
two thumbs length; its fleſh appeared like a 
membrane; but che head, the body, and the ex- 


| tremities, could be eaſily diſtinguiſhed. 


CASE 


CASE Cin. 


I AM alſo indebted to the friendly information 
of the before - mentioned acquaintance, for a caſe, 
which. occurred. to. him upon the 29th of Au- 
aus r, 1780; the patient had a,ſlow and tedious, 


but: ſafe. delivery, of the child; and, upon. his 


proceeding to tie che ſunis as uſual, he perceived 


it to be double, ho therefore made a ligature upon 


both the,. chords, and divided them with the ſciſ- 
ſars . che placenta followed in proper time, and he 
preſet ved it wiih both its chords as a great curio- 
ſity. In his Obſ. Rar, Cent. prior. Obſ. 73. Schol. 
R 332. en Ephemer; German. Conxriivs.STAL- 
r Vaxner Wark, relates! the cafe of a child 
which had two navel ſtrings, and two placents's : 
and SCHuRIG1vs, in his Embrymolog, p. 96. tells 
us of a child, that was born in 1708, * Ex cu- 

jus 
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jus unico umbilico duæ cordæ umbilicalis cum 
« duplici inſertione in placentam prodierunt. 
And Srarrzar fays, * De Geminis, quorum 
« finguli quidem utebantur umbilicali funiculo, 
« & tertio inſuper comuni erant donati.” Theſe 
are very rare inſtanges ifdeed, one funts umbili- 
calis being common to one child; and many of 
the oldoſt practitioners in Mrpwireny, have neither 
ſeen ox, met with an inſtance to the contrary z yet, 
that. ſuch, inſtances do ſometimes happen, we 
know, from the moſt, indubitable authority. 


we 
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again; but never in ſo profuſe a manner, as to 


forward, and entirely ſeparated both that and 
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1 HAVE been told by a Surgeon in Oxford- 
ſhire, of long experience in Mipwiresy, that in 
Juxx, 1766, a poor woman, at a village, near 
the town, where he reſided, had, without any 
evident cauſe, for ſeveral weeks, a flight flood- 
ing; ſometimes for a day or two together, ſhe 
found little or nothing of it, and then it returned 


make her faint: at length her labour came on, and 
ſhe ſent for a midwife, wko was extremely igno- 
rant, and finding the placenta in the mouth of 
the womb, concluded it to be ſome part of the 
child; which ſhe roughly laid hold of, pulled 


the ſccundines from the womb, and at the fame life; 
time tore away the ſtring, and broke it, as it ap- 4 F 
d 


peared 
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peared afterwards cloſe to the belly of the childj; 
the woman did not flood ſo much as might have 
been expected from the alarming ſituation to 
which ſhe was reduced; her aſhſtant being em- 
barraſſed, and not knowing how to extricate 
herſelf from the ſtate to which her temerity 
had reduced her; the huſband of the patient 
applied to the. pariſh officers for leave to 


procure a Maxn-Mivwirtz; which having 


obtained, he made what haſte he could to 
the houſe of this Surgeon, who unluckily hap- 
pened to be ſome miles from home at that time: 
however, the man went after him, found him, 
and brought him to his wife; five hours were 
elapſed from the time that the placenta had 
been thus torn away: and although the kemore 
rhage continued, yet it fortunately had not 
increaſed to any very dangerous degree; he 
found the pulſe rather weak; the patient conſi- 
dently depending on his aſſiſtance to fave her 
life; the belly of the child preſenting, and the 
os tince ſufficiently dilated; the labour pains 
had much abated for the two laſt hours, 
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and had now quite ceaſed: he ordered an 


emollient clyſter to empty the refum; and 


the fituation of the child being ſufficiently 
indicated by the ends of the ſhort ribs and 
privities, he placed the woman in' a proper 
poſition, introduced his hand in a ſmall co- 


nical form, flipped it along the belly of the ſa- 


tus, brought down its feet, and ſafely delivered it 
in about ten minutes time, The ſunis appeared to 
have been entirely lacerated, from its inſertion into 
the abdomen ; but had not bled greatly; he applied 
dry lint upon the wound, and over that a ſmall 
compreſs and flannel roller; the child was ra- 
ther languid at firſt, but in a few days recovered, 


and was quite hearty; and the wound of the navel 


was perfectly healed in about a fortnight, The 


eſcape of the patient. Which he had thus providen- 
tially reſcued from the hands of conſummate 1g- 
norance, in a caſe, 'which is ever one of the moſt 
melancholy that can poſſibly happen in the obſle- 
tric line; and which, at all times demands the 
greateſt experience, perſpicuity, and care, from 


motives of humanity, obliged this Gentleman, to 


take ſuch meaſures as effectually obviated all 
future 
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future danger, which might occur from the hands 
of ſo raſh, and un-. inſtructed a woman practiti- 
oner. In the foregoing” inſtance, we are fur- 
niſhed with a proof, how far the fetus in 
utero depends upon its own circulation, Dr. 
BuTow, after ſeveral obſervations on this ſub- 
ject, from his own experience, and the writings 
of others, concludes, that if the nas firing is 
broke a very little time before birth, even for a 
day or two, the fetus may continue fo long in 


life without any ſupplies of nouriſhment, as well 


as it does ſeveral days after birth; though no- 
thing could paſs out of its Romach into its guts, 
to nouriſh it: and continues our author, the pro- 
bability of a child's living in the womb ſo long 
without nouriſhment as I mention, is certainly 
much greater than that it ſhould continue in life 
for days, weeks, or months, after the waters 
have been evacuated, and continued to be con- 
ſtantly diſcharged; as Maurrceav, and others 
have mentioned. Vide, An Eſſay on the Nutri- 
tion of the fetus in utero, by Mr. Jonx Gissow, 
Surgeon, at LeiTH ;-aud alſo, the Medical Eſſays 


and Obſervations, vol. i. art. 1g. 
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S. 


Tax twenty-firſt of Arai, 1773, a mid- 
wiſe ſent for me to. aſliſt in the delivery of a 
Farmer's wife, with whom ſhe had been engaged 
a long time: it was the womans firſt labour; the 
os tincæ had opened very ſlowly, but was now well 
dilated ; the head had entered the brim of the pel- 
vis; the vertex preſented; the membranes had broke 
three hours before my arrival; after which the 
pains continued regular and forcible, and patience 
ſcemed to be the only ſure guide in a caſe which 
promiſed ſo fairly ; and it happened accordingly, 
that in leſs than two hours the child was ſafely 
delivered, and the placenta excluded in a few mi- 
nutes after; vet the pains continued to recur to 
as great a degree as ever, which induced me firlt 
to examine the abdomen, and next the wuierus, 
upon 
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upon the preſumption, that there yet remained 
another child; but ſoon perceiving that was 
not the caſe, I was at a loſs to account for this 
unuſual circumſtance, any otherwiſe than ſup- 
poling the freſh acceſſions of pain to be occafion- 
ed by coagula retained in the uterus: I therefore 
again carefully paſſed my hand, well lubricated, 
up the vagina to the os internum; which, altho' 
lo open, n my firſt effort of enquiry, as to have 
eaſily admitted my two fingers, was now ſo 
cloſely contracted, that I ſhould have found it 
difficult to have / found admittance for one; and 
finding no abſolute occaſion for forcible dilata- 
tion, I withdrew my hand, and contented my- 
ſelf with giving the patient a pill. with half a 
grain of opium; but this not anſwering any end 
at all, and the pains recurring faſter, and more 
ſevere; I doubled the quantity, and gave four 
grains in the ſpace of eight hours before it had 
the deſired effect; ſhe at length ſlept three hours, 
with now and then a flight interruption of pain ; 
but at the end of that time the pains recurred as 
violent as ever, and I think, rather quicker and 
lironger, than they had done a: firſt; upon 

U. 3 witch 
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which I had again recourſe to the opium, and 
at the ſame time applied fomentations of bran 
and water in bladders, renewed as often as ne- 
ceſſary to the parts affected; by which treatment, 
aſter ſome little time, ſhe was greatly relieved: 
the pains did not wholly abate, but returned at 
longer periods, at length went entirely off, and ſhe 
got pretty well by the end of the month. She was 
brought to- bed again the 29th of Octongp, 1774; 
| the delivery was natural, and the placenta ſoon 
looſened and came away, but the pains returned, 
to full, as great a degree, as they had done 
before; and after ſome time, were relieved in 
the ſame manner, as in the former inſtance. In 
DecemBes, 1775, ſhe was brought to- bed a third 
time, and was delivered by a midwiſe; who find- 
ing the pains continue very bad, after the child and 
placenta were both delivered, concluded there muſt 


be another child, or ſomething, left behind, which 


ſhould not be; ſhe therefore introduced her hand, 
with great pain to the woman, into the uterus ; but 
finding nothing there to confirm her ſuſpicion, 
withdrew it: however, by this rough and violent 
treatment, a flooding was brought on; I was 
con- 
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conſulted, and it had very nearly coſt the poor 
woman her life; ſhe was a great while before ſhe 
got quite well, and ſince that time has not again 
been pregnant. This is not the only caſe in the 
courſgof my profeſſion, where I have feen much 
danger enſue from ſimilar practices; which, for 
ſome particular reaſons, I ſhall at preſent forbear 
to recite, and hope every inftance of the kind 
may furnifh cautions in future. It is to be ob- 
ſerved, that the patient, whoſe caſe J have here 
related, is of a delicate, nervous habit, and was 
always ſubject toꝰ painful menſtruation; by which 
her health had been much impaired : hence, we 
ſee, that the recurrence of labour pains, are 
not to be looked upon as an infallible and certain 
criterion of another child, after the delivery of 
the firſt; and, that they ſhould not haſtily be 
imputed to that cauſe, leſt our efforts, in conſe- 
quence thereof, may prove bighly prejudicial to 
the patient. 


* Anodynes are here the plain indications of Cure; and it is a juſt 
obſervation of the late learned Dr. FoTuEKG1LL, that in this caſe, 
they ſhould be given early, as it requires much leſs of an opiate to ob- 
viate pain, than to quiet it when acute. Vide Med. Obſ. & Eng. vol. 5, 
5. 184. | 
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CASE CXI. 


Bux G called one morning early in Juxx, 
1775. the midwife informed me that ſhe had de- 
livered Mrs, E—-—; that no uncommon cir- 
cumſtance attended the labour, which was natu- 
ral, and ſoon over, and that the placenta had 
come away of itlelf in a few minutes after the 
birth of the child : but, that the pains had ne- 
vertheleſs continued, and ſhe had found out by 


the motrons, which were manifeſt to the woman, 


end which ſhe herſelf had felt by putting her 


hand upon her belly, that there was another 
child; but upon examining the womb internally, 
ſhe ſaid, it was, ſituated ſo high up, that it was 
impoſſible to feel any part of it; but, that ſe 
was certain there was another child: now this 
woman, it was plain, had not attended to the 

uſual 
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uſual diminution of the belly; ſhe had, I found, 
introduced her hand into the womb, and by that 
means given the woman extreme pain; but, even 
then, ſhe was not convinced of her miſtake ; but 
judging from the molions before-mentioned, obſti- 
nately perſiſted in the opinion of there being ano- 
ther child behind. I perceived the child that was 
born to be as large as ſingle children uſually are; 
the uterine tumour was ſenſibly diminiſhed, and by 
applying my hand externally on the abdomen, 
felt the uterus between the umbilicus and pubes 
contracted like a circumſcribed ball, of the uſual 
ſue after a common delivery: I next carefully 
introduced a finger into the wterus, and 
found it entirely emptied of its contents : and 
then informed the midwife that her ſuſpi- 
cions were groundleſs, which ſhe ſeemed 
reluctantly to believe; but the event proved 
my determination to be juſt, and that ſhe had 
miſtaken the motions of the uterus, generally 
conſequent upon its contraction after delivery, 
for thoſe of another child; in which belief ſhe 
had been ſupported by the imaginations of the 
| mother x 


[ 298 ] 
mother: in every caſe, aſter delivery, by apply- 
ing the hand externally, the diminution of. the 
belly, and ſize of the uterine tumour, will always 
guard us againſt errors of this nature; and thus 
a competent knowledge may be formed of the pre- 
miles by any perſon” but ſlightly verſed in the 
Practice of Mipwirkgxr. I knew a particular 
inſtance, where the uterus was miſtaken for 
another child; and the efforts made in con- 
ſequence thereof, were productive of a flooding 
and a violent fever, from which the woman 
recovered with much difficulty, —— In the 
Practical Obfervations of Ruys cu, he ſays, 
„Whether or no, the uterus in women, who are 
not with child, has a molion upward or down- 
ward, as many Authors would have us believe, 
is a queſtion not neceſſary for me to decide, be- 
ing not only ſtudious of brevity, but alſo deſi- 
rous to acquaint the Reader with nothing but 
what comes vouched upon my own experience: 
but by che way, I muſt own, that it not a little 
ſurprizes me, 10 lee fome Authors aſcribe ſo 


great 


eat 


[ 299 ] 
great a motion to the uterus, as that it ſhould be 
able not only to force the diaphragm upward; 
but, as they believe, to aſcend alſo up to the 
throat. Others perſuade themſelves, that the 
werus aſcends to the precordia, as being dry, in 
order to moiſten itſelf, ſuppoſing the liver to be 
the fountain of radical moiſture, to partake of 
which the uterus therefore aſcends to the liver ; 
but leaving theſe trifling conjectures, which are 
lo abſurd, as to fall to the ground without any 
oppoſition; I can affirm myſelf, to be more than 
certain, that the uterus moves itſelf greatly in 
the time of parturition, and that all the natural 
throws in the delivery, depend almoſt entirely 
upon the uterus; and, that theſe throws, or en- 
deavours, of the uterus to contract. do very of- 
ten continue ſo violently after the birth, that the 
womb has inverted itſelf, and prolapſed out of 
the body: I have experienced a few hours after 
the birth in ſome women, that the motions of 
the uterus has been ſo very evident, that the mid- 
wives, and even the woman herſelf, have often told 
me, that there was ſtill another fetus remain- 


ing 


[ goo ] | 
ing in the womb: in this caſe, I have applied 
my hand to the abdomen, and perceived ſuch a 
conſiderable motion, as removed my hand like a 


fetus; and has even, ſometimes, ſo elevated the 


uterus on one fide or the other, as to occaſion a 
round and hard tumour, which, any one, not 
well-experienced, would have taken for the head 
of an infant: and ſoon after I have obſerved the 
ſame motion on the oppoſite ſide; ſometimes I 
have imagined that I have felt the knee 5 ſome- 
times the cheeks, &c. as in women big with 
child, and near the time of their delivery: bu 
after having introduced my hand into the uterus, 
I have found that it was not a fetus, but the womb 
itſelf. 


CASE 
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CAS E CXI.L 


A POOR travelling woman, who had been 
delivered by herſelf in an out-houſe, in the pa- 
riſh of AppincTon; and who, from ſome un- 
guarded expreſſions uttered againſt the child, 
ſhould it be born alive, was ſuſpected of delin- 


| quency ; at the requeſt of the pariſh officers, be- 


came the ſubject of my immediate care and enqui- 
ry: it was ſome hours after her delivery that I firſt 
ſaw her ; ſhe was then feveriſh and light-headed, 
and talked incoherently of having murdered her 
child, and hid it; the concealment of the child 
principally aggravated the circumſtances againſt 
her: accordingly a ſearch was made, and the child, 
together with the funis and placenta, unſeparated, 
were found under ſome looſe ſtraw in one corner of 
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the building: the child appeared to be full-grown, 
and was a girl; ſome imperfect marks, as of 2 
Aring, or cord, appeared round ita neck, but were ſo 
little indented and diſcoloured, as to make it hard 
to ſay, whether they were abſolutely marks of vio- 


lence or not; and therefore, it was utterly impoſſible 
to determine that the child was really ſtrangled: a 
fate, which it ſeemed, the mother had been often 
heard to denounce againſt it; but notwithſtanding 
fome appearances might have led tothe belief of its 
having been born alive, I would by no means 
undertake to aver that to have been the caſe: 
the moſt extraordinary matter that I could diſco- 
| ver was, the contortion of the ſunis umbilicalis, 
which appeared twiſted like a jack line, and was 
almoſt as hard; the circumference of it did not 
exceed two-thirds of an inch; and within two 
inches of its extremity, next the navel, it had a 
fetrrhous-like ſubſtance, which was very callous, 
and fo large, that I had not the leaſt doubt of its 
having been ſufficient to obſtruct the circulation 
of the blood thro the chord. It was thought pro- 
per to employ a Coroner's Inqueſt on the occa- 

ſion; 


1 30 
ſion; and the Jury having given in theit Verdict, 
that it was Murpes, the woman, as ſoon as ſhe 
was able, was removed to the county jait; when; 
the ideas, which I had before conceived of the 
matter; together, with her being found in a ſtate 
of delirium, were fully ſufficient on her trial, to 
procure her an acquittal, —Ryyscx tells us, that 
amongſt the diſeaſes which threaten the” ftetus, 
while yet contained in the womb, a contortion of 


| the fun umbilicalis is of the greateſt conſequence; 


and gives us an inſtance, of a dead fztts, which 
was brought away with the membranes of the cho- 
rion and amnios entire; the umbilical chord of 
which he found wonderfully contorted in the fame 
manner, as we fee in common packthread, after 
twiſting it very well, and then applying the two 
ends together, one part of the chord twiſting it- 
{elf round the other: and endeavours to account 
for it, by urging the probability, that this difaf- 
ter proceeded from a more frequent turning round 
of the fetus in the uterus; and, that this was the 
cauſe of its death, by intercepting entirely che cir- 
culation of the blood through the vaſcular rope. 
| CASE 
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CAS E CXIIL 


M. G. woman, in the 26th year of her 
age, was delivered of a child on the 21ſt of No- 
VEMBER, 176g; ſhe recovered in the uſual time; 
bat in a few days aſter her getting about, was ſo 
miſerably infeſted with boils, that ſhe could hard- 
ly tell how to ſtir herſelf, or on what part to lie; 
at the ſame time, the infant of which ſhe had 
been delivered, remained quite free from any 
ſuch complaint; by / attenuating, and cleanſing 
the blood; by bleeding, alteratives, and purging, 
in a few weeks time, ſhe was well; and held 
entirely free from theſe eruptions, till alter 
her next lying - in, in the beginning of the year, 
1765, from which ſhe had not recovered more 
than a week, before ſhe was again attacked with 
them, but in a leſs degree; and they were con- 
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ſequenily catried off eaſier than before, After the 
birth of her third child, which was in Avevsr; 
1766, ſhe expected a return of the ſame diſorder ; 
and was therefore induced to uſe ſome meaſures to 
prevent it, but they were not wholly ſucceſs- 
ful; for about ſix weeks after her delivery, ſhe 
was attacked with a few ſmall reſiſting tumours in 
different parts of the body, attended with inflam- 
mation and pain, which were ſoon brought to 
ſuppuration, and cured. About two months 
aſter which ſhe applied to me, complaining of a 
ſwelling, which ſhe had newly perceived upon 
the abdomen ; it was of an oblong form, fituated 
between the umbilicus and pubes, in fize about as 


big as a pigeon's egg; felt rather ſoft, and upon 


preſſure ſlipped backwards and forwards ; it was 
little or no trouble to her, till after the birth of 
her fourth child; when, upon her getting about 
again, it became enlarged to the ſize of a hen's 
egg, was painful and inflamed ; but by bleeds 
ing, phyſic, and an emollient cataplaſm, the 
pain and inflammation were difperſed, and the 
tumour, although it retained its enlarged fie, 
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was no farther trouble to her; ſhe had no return 
of the boils after this lying · in; and it is remark- 
able, that ſince the firſt appearance of this tumour, 
ſhe has experienced no return of thoſe eruptions, 
See caſe 12g, I am informed by a Gentleman, on 
whoſe teſtimony I can rely; that he has ſeen ſeve- 
ral tumours, ſimilar to that which I have deſcribed, 
that they were for the moſt part hard to the fee], 
and irregular in ſhape: he alſo obſerves, that 
many women are ſubject to them after delivery: 
and that two, within his own knowledge, have 
been troubled with them for ſome years, with 
very little pain or uneaſineſs. Rursch ſays, he 
was for a long time doubtful concerning the na- 


ture of thoſe hard and oblong tumours, with 


which women are frequently troubled in the al- 
domen after delivery, until he had an opportu- 
nity of gaining more light into this matter by 
the diſſection of a certain body, in which he ob- 


ſerved the omentum almoſt two fingers thick, 


three fingers broad, and a ſpan and a half long, * 
degenerated into a ſubſtance, betwixt fat and * 
{ 


fleſh, and in ſome meaſure ſcirrlous: he tells us, 
up 
that 


( $97 ] 
that he frequently handled tumours of this na- 
ture, while-yet contained.in the abdomen of living 


women, aſter they have been delivered; ſome of 


which he obſerved in a tranſverſe poſition, and 
others in an oblique poſture; he is of opinion, 
that in this caſe, the omentum having been com- 
preſſed by the circumjacent viſcera, during the 
time of geſlation, that by the preſſure and attri- 
tion which it receives from the uterus, in the 
ſame manner as we obſerve in many other mem- 
branous parts of the body, after they have been 


_ inflamed even to a flight degree. It is remark- 


able, ſays our Author, that theſe oblong tu- 
mours can be frequently handled by the women 
themſelves, in whoſe bellies they are contained, 
ſeeming to them, as if a gut was in the hand: he 
adds, that he has ſeveral times obſerved women 
ſuſtain theſe tumours for many years, often with 


little or no pain, but not without ſome inconve- 
niency. In the woman which he opened, as 
above-mentioned, the whole omentum, from the 
bottom of the ſtomach to the uterus, was rolled 
up and concreted together like an inteſtine, be- 
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ing very much indurated, and firmly attached to 
the bottom of the uterus; near which, upon ma- 
king a tranſverſe inciſion through the omentum, 
he could plainly perceive the folds in which it 
was rolled up and concreted together, 


Quzre; Does not the tumour, as thus deſcri- 
bed by our Author, rather evince ſome particular 
diſorder of the omentum, derived from geſtation 
or parturition, than that it ſhould originate ſolely 
from the preſſure and attrition, which that deli- 
cate and fine double membrane recerves from the 
ulerus: as it is probable, were that the caſe, that 
this diſorder would become more frequent, as 
it may not be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that in all 
women, during the gravid ſtate of the uterus, its 
preſſure and attrition upon the cawl is almoſt in- 


. variably alike? 


CASE CXIV, 


La MOTTE mentions two cafes of preg- 
nancy, in which the children were not felt, In 
the firſt there were ſigns of pregnancy; but the 
menſes returning for two months regularly, the 
woman conſulted her ſurgeon, who aſſured her 
ſhe was not with child, though her belly kept 
increaſing conſiderably ; having been but fickly 
to the fixth month, ſhe was then attacked with 
preſſing pains like thoſe of labour; her ſurgeon 
told her it was the cholic, and that there was 
not the leaſt appearance of her being with child, 
he conſequently gave her ſome remedies which 
eaſed her pains; but growing ſtill bigger, with- 
out finding any motion, and the {ame pains re- 
turning on her two months after, ſhe {ent for 
him; he found her with ſtrong pains ; be touched 
X 3 her, 
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her, and found the womb full, with its mouth 
thick and cloſed; and when ſhe laid on her back 
with her knees raiſed, her belly was full, bis, 
and hard, below the navel, feeling no weight 
when ſhe moved from one ſide to the other, nor 
when ſtanding : whereupon he affured her ſhe 
was big with child, but not yet ready to lie in; 
that theſe pains were occaſioned by the ſharpneſs 
of the bile, which irritated the bowels, and 
even cauſed a light looſeneſs: he ordered her 
ſome clyſters, which carried off her pains; a 
month after ſhe was taken with true labour pains, 
which did not remain long on her, before ſhe 
was delivered of one of the largeſt girls he ever 
ſaw.—In the ſecond caſe, the woman came to 
conſult him about her menſes being Ropped for 
five months, her belly growing bigger without 
her feeling any thing, at the ſame time being 
very well in health; he adviſed her to be let 
blood, and come again ; two months after this ſhe 
told him that her belly ſtill kept on growing big- 
ger, without fecling any thing; he repeated 
bleeding, in hopes that the motion this would 

cauſe 
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bl 


( g12 ] 
cauſe to the humours, might be communicated 
to the child; this not ſucceeding, he left it to 
time to decide the matter; her belly was entirely 
like that of a pregnant woman, and in the touch- 
ing he found the os tince well cloſed, and the 
uterus big and full, and in a little while after he 
laid her of a very iarge boy, He imputes the 
children in theſe two Obſervations, of not being 
ſelt, to the ſmall quantity of the waters, and 
their more than ordinary ſize; but that this is 
done without any decided propriety, the two 
ſubſequent caſes will evince.— In the month of 
Aucusr, 1769, a Lady conſulted me concerning 
her maid ſervant, of whoſe chaſtity ſhe had not 
entertained the leaſt doubt; her men/trual evacu- 
ations had been miſſed four times, for the major 
part of the time ſhe had been ſubject to fick- 
neſs at her ſtomach, eſpecially of a morning ; 
heart-burn, diarrhoea, and zdematous ſwell. 
ings of the legs; ſhe complained of tumefac- 
tion and pain in her breaſts: and had other 
ſymptoms of pregnancy. I took away ſome 
blood from the arm; and upon collecting every 

R 4 cix- 
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circumſtance, gave it conlidently, as my opinion, 
that ſhe was with child, A marriage taking place 
ſoon after with the man to whom ſhe had been 
connected, ſhe acknowledged her own ſuſpicions, 
and beſpoke my afliflance at the time ſhe ſhould 
want it; declaring, however, that although ſhe 
grew ſenfbly bigger, yet that ſhe had never once 
felt the child: and this ſhe proteſled to have been 
the caſe to the very laſt hour of her time; ſhe was 
taken in labour in the evening of the third of IA- 
NUARY, 1770, and, in a few hours, delivered of 
a diminutive child, which lived but an hour after 
it was born: in this caſe, fo far from the large- 
neſs of the child being the cauſe of its not mo- 
ving, one would naturally ſuppoſe, that it was 
occaſioned by the very reverſe; eſpecially, as it 
appeared, when born, in ſo weak and languid a 


fate, 
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CASE CXV. 


Mrs. ——, whom I had delivered of two 
children before, being again attacked with an 
obſtruction of her menſes, imputed it to the parti- 
cular criſis experienced by moſt women at her 
time of life: and ſhe was ſo fully prepoſſeſſed 
that ſhe was right in her conjecture, that ſhe 
could not be perſuaded to make the uſual provi- 
fon for a child. I was applied to after her 
nen ſes had been ſtopped five months; ſhe com- 
plained of difficulty in making water, coſtive- 
neſs, and fulneſs in the abdomen ; but would not 
allow that any of theſe, and many other ſymp- 
toms, which ſhe had laboured under, were any 
thing like thoſe which ſhe had been uſed to in 
her former pregnancies: it was in vain to argue 
with her upon the probability, that the cafe 

would 
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would turn out different to what ſhe expecled. 
An aperient eleQuary, and a vial of nitrous drops 
were ſent for the preſent, and I did not ſee her 
again till two months after; when ſhe told me ſh: 
was now confirmed in her firſt opinion, for that if 
ſhe had been with child ſhe muſt have felt it ſtir; 
being a tall maſculine woman, her increaſe of ſize 
was not ſo cafily diſtinguiſhable, as in leſs wo- 
men; but ſhe acknowledged, that although ſhe 
was better as to the complaints for which I had 
preſcribed, yet that ſhe was bigger: thus ſhe went 
on till the third of SeeremBes, 1775, when J 
was haſtily ſent for to her; found that the mem- 
branes had broke, and that a great quantity of 
water had been evacuated; her pains were ſharp 
and frequent, the child was well ſituated, and 
delivered in leſs than an hour after I came into 
the room: when ſhe was firſt taken, concluding 
it was the cholic, ſhe had drank pepper-mint wa- 
ter, and other cordials : and, although ſeveral of 
her neighbours had often called in to ſee her, yet 
not one of them actually ſuſpected that ſhe was with 


child, and were lurprized when they were fent for 
to 
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to aſſiſt me in her delivery: ſhe declares ſhe ne- 
ver once felt the child; and, I ſhould ſuppoſe, 
that her aſſertion deſerves credit; when we ac- 
quit ber of every ſiniſter deſign, and reſlect, that 
her ſtation in life was eaſy and comfortable, and 
by no means to be oppreſſed by ſuch an addition 
to the family: beſides, had ſhe been convinced by 
the motions that ſhe was with child, ſhe would, 
no doubt, have readily acknowledged it, and 
made a proviſion for it, if it was only to avoid 
the reproach and obloquy uſually incurred by ſuch 
neglect; the child was of the middling fize; and 
the great quantity of water, &c. again obviates 
the imputation made by La Morrz, in his pre- 
ceding obſervations. — Although both the pa- 
tients, whoſe caſes were laſt recited, confeſs that 
they felt pain and fulneſs in their breaſts; yet, 
it is remarkable, that neither of them had any 
milk in them before delivery: the firſt of them 
had no milk at all after her lying-in; and the 
lat was a longer time than uſual, before it began 
to flow —Dr. BuzxTox mentions a caſe, wherein 
he was conſulted by a Lady who had had chil- 
dren before ; but not having been pregnant for 
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ſome years, was dubious whether ſhe was fo at 
that time, although ſhe had the uſual reaſons to 
believe it; excepting, that ſhe had never felt the 
child ftir, nor had any milk in her breaſts : ſhe 
continued in this way, and grew bigger, till within 
a few days of her being brought to-bed ; when, 
ſhe thought the child fired, but was not very 
certain of it: however, ſhe, in leſs than a week, 
fell into labour, when he attended her, and 
brought forth a fine child; but yet ſhe had not 
the uſual hardneſs or fulneſs in her breafts ; which 
did not begin to increaſe till three days after her 
lying: in, and then the milk began to flow: ſhe 
was a perſon, he ſays, of a tender conſtitution, 
of a bad appetite, and ſomething inclinable ta 
hyſterical complaints, 


CASE 
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CASE CXVI. 


E. W. in the twenty- ninth year of her age 


(having, for ſix months before, been afflited 
with the lues venerea, which had been communi- 
cated to her blood by her milk having been in- 
ſected by her own child; which had been im- 


| prudently ſuffered to ſuck the milk of a woman, 


who had been long afflicted with that diſeale) by 
the imprudent uſe of mercurial medicines, had 
her labour pains prematurely brought on about 


eleven o'clock in the morning of the nineteenth 


of Jung, 1770; a meſſenger was diſpatched for 
me; but being from home, a midwife was ap- 


| plied to, who had ſcarcely reached the woman's 
$ habitation ere the child was delivered, and no- 


thing remained for her to do, but to aſſiſt in the 
delivery of the placenta; but as I was expected 
every minute, and ſhe was fearful of danger, the 
contented herſelf with ſhewing her great {k:!| and 


| precaution ; for, when I came into the houſe, in a 


ferw 
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ſew minutes aſter the birth of the fetus, I ſound 
ſhe had very carefully tied the“ funis to the wo. 
man's thigh, and ſhe told me in a low whiſper, 
that the after-birth grew to the inſide of the won, 
I could but applaud her judgment and diſcem- 
ment: however, aſter a very little while, nature 
extricated us both from all our difficulties in deli. 
vering the placenta by the natural efforts only: the 
woman continued in a low condition for many 
days; but, at length, by proper nouriſhm:nt 
and care, was Able to get about again at the 
month's end; and by the help of the mercurial 
ſolution, and decoction of the woods, was radically 
cured of her complaint: but the poor child that 
had communicated the infection to her, was a moſt 
ſhocking figure indeed ; had ulcerations in the 
uvula, tonfils, throat, vagina, labia, perineum, 
and anus; beſides a large deep ulcer on the left 
buttock, to which I applied red precipitate, and 
gave the child internally a ſolution of ſubli- 
mate; but it was along time, indeed, beſore it 


thoroughly recovered. ' The fxtus of which ſhe 


* La MoTTE has given two ſimilar inſtances of midwives ſecuring 
the funis to the thighs of their patients. 
was 
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was delivered, and which was ſlill-born, was a 
moſt ſhocking figure, very probably occaſioned 
from the action of the mercury, which had been 
given to her by a practitioner, whoſe range of ideas 
in the line of his proſeſſion was not the moſt ex- 
tenſive. From the bad conſequences which reſult- 
ed to this poor woman and her offspring, from her 
child's having unfortunately been ſuffered to ſuck 
an inſected woman; the mothers of young chil- 
dren, will find the expediency of being very 
careful, to whoſe breaſts they conſign their in- 
fants when they part with them from their own. 
Dr. S1ieBALD, in his comparative Enquiry be- 
tween the Cæſarian Operation, and the new Me- 
thod of dividing the fymphiſis pubis, in caſes of 
difficult parturition, ſpeaks of a child, ſaved by 
the former of thoſe operations; who, three weeks 
after its birth, was afflicted ulcerations over its 
whole body, and ſoon after died; the woman 
who ſuckled it, found her nipples and breaſts 
affected in a ſimilar manner; which appearances 
our author attributes to the lues venerea, with 
which both the mother and child were probably 
infected. CASES 
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CASES CXVII. and CXVIII. 


COMMUNICATED 


IN A LETTER TO THE LATE 
DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


® Nov. 2, 1770. 


* DEAR SIR, 


6 A RECENT. occurrence, in 
„ my Practice of Minwitery, having furniſhed 
« me with matter of communication, permit me 
* to approach you with the particulars : the ſub- 
* je of this caſe was between twenty and thirty 
years of age; of a robuſt habit, and had been 
* uſed to quick labours, attended with bad 
1 floodings: in the beginning of her preſent preg- 
„nancy, the menſes twice returned as uſual, 
_ though ſomewhat leſs in quantity; but not- 
* withſtanding that, ſhe ſuſpected her ſituation, 


„from 
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« from what ſhe had beſore obſerved, in regard 
« to the colour of her urine, and the flatneſs of 
« her belly; as ſhe proceeded in her geſtation; 
« ſhe became lubject to much dithculty in ma- 
king water, and ſometimes even ſuſlained a 
« ſuppreſſion of urine for four and twenty hours 
together: but by keeping her belly open with 
laxatives, and avoiding fatigue, theſe ſymp- 
i toms were palliated; at times ſhe complained 
« of violent pains in her back and loins; of un- 
common uncaſlineſs in her breafls, and of an in- 
* clination to go to ſtool, without being able ſo to 
do; ſhe had alſo the kemorrhozds to a very great 
* degree; for which, by my advice, ſhe tried the 
application of leeches to the parts affected, and 
« received conſiderable relief: however, after a 
10 fortnight, this complaint returned again, tho' 
* not in ſo bad a degree as before; and being 
* unwilling to renew the leeches, from the trouble 
* which had attended the ſtoppage of the mor- 
* rhage in their firſt application, ſhe was relieved 
with chem by venæſection, gentle laxatives, and 


* fitting over the ſteams of warm water; about 
Vor. II. Y « the 
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« the eighteenth week of her reckoning ſhe felt 
the child, and ſoon afterwards enjoyed al. 
« moſt a total remiſſion of the above diforders : 
in the latter patt of the eighth month ſhe was 
« ſeized with à diarrhea, which, after fome time, 
«+ was reitioved by ſmall doſes of rhubarb, with 
« the addition of ohm; of which, fhe took three 
grains & day for ſevetal days, before ſhe was 
well of the purging: and, although it ſud- 
% denly difcontitiued, ſhe experienced to ill 
effects from it: ſhe often obferved to me, that 
« her belly was confiderably bigger and higher 
« on the right fide, than the left: and appa- 
© refitly more fo, than in either of her former 
„ pregnancies; and on that fide, as ſhe proceed- 
« ed nearer to her full term, the motions of the 
« child were thuch more troubleſome, than in 
any other part: ſhe was taken in labour early 
© jr; the morning of the eleventh of laſt month; 
J was ſent for ſoon after, and on my arrival, 
„found the pains but trifling, and recurring now 


and then, at pretty long diſtances ; the os 7ince 
6+ was 


os. 
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« was very high up, inclining to the right ſide, 
rather rigid and open to a ſmall degree: ſhe 


told me ſhe had been reſtleſs, and had but 


« little ſleep in the night; I therefore admini- 
i« fired an opiate, and left her for the preſent : | 
„ ſhe got reſt for ſome hours, and being ſoon 
* afterwards attacked with ſmarter pains, I was 
called again, and found the os {ince more di- 
* lated, and a regular recurrence of pains; but 
„ ſtill the preſenting part receded from the touch, 
* and continued ſo to do till near five hours 
« after my ſecond viſit; when, in conſequence 
of an extremely ſharp pain, the membranes 
« broke, and an uncommon quantity of water was 
*« diſchatged;; from the ſoftneſs of the preſenting 
* ſubſtance, in which I evidently felt a fluctuation, 
«I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, I knew not what 
„io make of the caſe; nor was I able to gueſz 

* what part it could poſſibly be: firſt, I thought 

it was the cheek ; then, the nates: and, in ſhort, 

** ſometimes one part, and then another: how- 

ever, the pains being very ſtrong, and the 

preſentation deſcending, ſo as to block up the 
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« whole cavity of the pelvis, I was led to hope, 
the propelling force would be ſufficient to bring 
© about a happy iſſue: however, in the remil- 
« fion of pain, I made the moſt accurate exami- 
nation in my power; and by the fluQuation, 
© which was now more manifeſt than before, on 
„account of the parts being lower and eaſier to 
„ be touched; I ſhould have concluded that it 
« was an hydrocephalous head, but could neither 
« diſcover any hair upon the ſcalp, nor the ſu- 
* tures of any part of the head; which I con- 
« cluded might have been the caſe, notwithſtand- 
ing, in ſuch a ſituation of the head, the bones 
„would have been greatly collapſed ; but even 
then, they muſt have formed irregularities dil- 
% coverable by the finger: I was therefore utterly 
at a loſs to learn, at any rate, the reality of 
the part that firſt offered; which, after a long 
ſucceſſion of ſevere pains, was delivered, and 
appeared to be a large tumour ſituated upon the 
right fide of the child's head; which occupied 
© the whole ſpace, from the ſagittal to the ante- 
rior part of the lambdordal | ſuture, extending 


64 ovci 
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« over the right parietal bone, and the greateſt 
« part of the os fronts quite to the left orbit: it 


« was entirely ſmooth on 'ts ſurface, had no hair 


upon it, and was of a conſiderable bulk: on 


i meaſuring the tumour, its length was ſix inches 
and about a quarter, and in circumference al- 
* moſt fourteen inches and a half; the child juſt 
* breathed when it was born, and died ſoon 
« afterwards, Upon being permitted to open 
the tumour, I divided the integuments in the 
*« moſt prominent part, and found it filled 


| © with concreted mucus, and grumous blogd, devoid 


of ſmell; of which there iſſued through the 


| © wound, not leſs than fix or eight ounces, which 


© leflened the magnitude of the tumour in part 
* only; for, upon a more minute inſpection, I 
found the remaining parts next the orbit, en- 
" tirely firm and membranous ; it was full an hour 
before the placenta ſeparated; at length it came 
dawn into the paſſage, and the woman being 
very 1mpatient to have it delivered; and having 
once tried in vain to diſengage it with my hand 
* and finger, I introduced my finger with the 

V3 blunt 
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„blunt hook, and thus ſoon finiſhed the buſi- 
** neſs; had I not been encouraged to wait by 
« the deſcent of the preſenting part; in caſe of any 
*« exigency, I think I might have been juſlified in 
* puſhing it back, and going up for the feet, as in 
* other preternatural cafes ; ſo far ſrom expecting 
* that the head would be the firſt part brought 
„ forth, that I ſhould not in the leaſt have been 
* ſurprized to have found it the nates, or ſome 
* other part: the woman remained pretty 
« well, till the evening of the ſecond day after 
her delivery, when ſhe complained of heat, 
« head-ach, and thirſt; but theſe complaints 
* gave way to a neutral mixture, in which was 
« diffolved an ounce of Glauber ſalts, and in due 
© time ſhe was reſtored to her natural health: 
* upon enquiry, I could not find that ſhe had 


** received any hurt during her pregnancy. 


„J ger you will not think me guilty of in. 

* truſion, if I prolong this Letter, with the ſi- 
** gular caſe of a Man, in the Workhouſe of 3 
t neighbouring pariſh, whoſe Poor I have the 
« me- 
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„medical care of: he is now in the fifty-fifth 
year of his age, and about fix years ago was 
« ſent to the hoſpital, with an inveterate ulcer in 
his thigh ; which had been of long ſtanding, and 
* which had been accompanied with a caries of 
the ſubjacent bone: the diſorder had been o- 
ing to an irregular courſe of life; and the diſ- 
charge, upon his firſt going into the hoſpital, 
« was fetid and acrimonious, and he was much 
* emaciated; his continuance there was five 
„months, when he returned home, cured of 
* the ulcer, and with the ſyſtem nearly reſto- 
red to its natural vigour; but reverting to his 
former bad habits, in a little time, an ulcer 
broke out upon the tibia of his left leg; which 
being long neglected, before he applied for 
advice, it again became very inveterate, and 


* when I firſt ſaw it, was callous and carious, 


and had a very offenſive ſmell; by correcting 
* the acrimony of his blood, and enjoining him 
to a regular way of living, after ſome time the 
« ulcer was brought into a very promiſing ſtate; 
and in the month of Avevsr laſt, a quantity 
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« of blood was firſt diſcharged from the ulcer: 
„and this extraordinary evacuation has been 
* almoſt regular in its periodical returns ever 
*« ſince: I ſay almoſt, becauſe the periods have 
been ſometimes two or three days, or more, 
« diſtant: for this range inftance of menſ{rua- 
like evacuation, I know not how to account; 
* and beg you will be pleaſed, in your next 
Letter, to make it a ſubject of your conſidera- 


* tion, The Man has enjoyed better health ſince 


che diſcharge. 


* I have the honour to remain, &c,” 


THE ANSWER. 


« DEAR SIR, 


10 1 HE Caſes you have ſent me, 
ate Cingular and uncommon enough. The age 
* of vour woman patient is accounted the hap- 
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« pieſt time of liſe to bear children: you ſay ſhe 
„had been uſed to quick labours, with bad 
« floodings ; which is very often the caſe. The 


regular returns of the calamenia, in the two or 


« three firſt months, is not very unuſual ; there 


have been inſtances of their having continued 
« even to the ſixth: and La MorTrs gives a caſe, 
'* where they kept on through the whole preg- 
nancy. The citron colour of the urine may 
© be generally efleemed, I believe, a pretty cer- 
lain fign of pregnancy. It is no uncommon 
ing among ſi the French Ladies, to deter- 
nine their being with child by the flatneſs of 
their bellies. The complaints which your pa- 
* tient ſuffered, could not, I think, in the leaſt 


© contribute to the diſorder on the head of the 


ſælus, as they appear to have been merely ligns 


of the new flimulus made by the increafe of 
* the ſætus, and nothing more: they were, in- 
% deed, more fevere than common; and it ge- 
* nerally happens, that when a woman has greac 
„complaints in her breaſts, &c. during the time 
of her geſtation, (he has for the moſt part an 


— 
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ill time, When a diarrhea happens fo late as 
* the eighth month, the conſtitution ought to be 
* duly conſidered, and it will moſt commonly 
* be found right to ſtop it. The uterus, you 
„ know, in its natural ſlate, is ſituated exactly 
in the center of the body; but it is to be ob- 
** ſerved, that in women, who have had chil- 
% dren, the fundus uteri generally inclines to the 
right fide. The child, about the end of the 
* ninth month, grows very troubleſome from its 
* ſize, and its feet are often obſerved to beat 
*« againſt the fundus uteri; eſpecially, where its 
e poſition is natural; which was the caſe in the 


„woman Fou mention: from hence, we may 


* probably deduce a reaſon for her being bigger 
* on the right fide, than the left; and the parti- 
* cular uneaſineſs, which was fo troubleſome to 
her as ſhe got nearer her full time, You ſpeak 
of a large diſcharge of water upon the break- 
ing of the membranes; and may obſerve, that 
« when the uterus is diſtended with much water, 
* the bead will ever be found to recede more or 
« lels from the touch. In difficulties occurring 

| * from 
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from tetentions of the placenta, it was common 
« formerly to uſe a ſmall kind of forceps; but 
* the hook will be always found as much ſupe- 
rior to the forceps, as the fingers are to the 
4 hook. It was no wonder that the caſe ſhould 
© turn out {aborious, The addition made to the 
head by the tumour, muſt neceſſarily render its 
«« paſſage more difficult and embarraſſing; be- 
ſides, the placenta remaining more than half an 
„hour in the uterus, after the delivery of the 
child, ſhould, in my opinion, always give the 
„ appellation of laborious, to all labours. It will 
„be found hard to account for this very extra- 
ordinary tumour of the child's head; or, to 
„ ſay, whether, it was of a droceplalous kind. 
« a ſpecies of the ſpina bifida, The parents 
* ſhould not regret their loſs; the child's life 
* would probably have been but of fhort dura- 
tion, and attended with much miſery and pain. 
„An regard to the phenomenon you mention, 
it may be found difficult to inveſtigate its real 
* cauſe; but, as the Man has had his health 
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© better ſince this periodical flux; we may be al. 
„ lowed, with ſome reaſon, to conclude, that it 
is, in great meaſure, occaſioned by a plethora. I 
* once knew a Man, who had a very regular 
monthly diſcharge from the hemorrhoidal vel- 


«* fels, and which continued for ſome years, 


« ] am, &c. 


Ix the Medical Commentanes, vol. 5. ſect. 2. 


art. g. we have the following hiſtory of a caſe, 
in which there occurred a very uncommon pre- 
ſentation of a child; to whoſe neck there was 
attached a tumour, nearly about the ſize of the 
child s head, as communicated to Dr. Duncax, 
by Mr. Joun GakNER, Surgeon, at Berry, 
STAFFORDSHIRE: M— B——x, aged twenty; 
of a good conflitution, and well-formed pelvis, 
was attacked with labour pains about ſeven in 
the morning: at nine he came to her, and, upon 


enquiry, 


* 


88 


my 
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enquiry, found that the waters had broke about 


an hour before; her pains were then exceedingly 


| weak: and, upon examination, he found the 9s 


uteri completely dilated, but a very extraordinary 
kind of preſentation: the hand and arm lay un- 


| der the body, which was forced very low into 


the elvis; and the point of the other ſhoulder 
was diſlinctly to be felt upwards ; whilſt, at the 
ſame time, the inſertion of the ſunis umbilicalis 
into the belly, was plainly to be felt near to the 


0s externum; from this ſituation of the child, he 


| was of opinion, that it lay directly acroſs the 
pelvis, and that there was no other remedy than 


the turning of the child; but as the woman's 
pains increaſed, and ſhe was very timorous ; and 
finding, from the hand and arm of the chuld, it 
was very ſmall, he was diſpoſed to wait the ef- 
forts of Nature for fome little time, thinking it 
poſſible for the head of the child to follow the 
ſhoulder; which he had once found to be the 


caſe in a child much larger than this ; but after 


watting ſome time, and finding it gained no ad- 
vantage, he told the woman and her friends the 


Nacure 
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natute of the caſe; and if ſhe would conſent 0 
the turning of the child, doubted not but ſhe 
would do very well; the woman reluctantly gave 
her conſent, and he then begun the operation, 
by making an attempt to raiſe the. body of the 
child; but not ſucceeding, he endeavoured t9 
paſs his hand gently up into the uterus to ſearch 
for the feet, and to his great ſurprize, found one 
foot lying directly acrofs the fide, and the heel 
turned downwards; with great difficulty he laid 
bold of the foot, and brought it down, and then 
paſſed a ligature round the ancle; and having 
gained this advantage, he let the wottan reſt; 
and, as the leg lay ditectly acroſs the body, he 
began to ſuſpect that there muſt be two children: 
he was, however, determitied to take every ad- 
vantage from that leg; but, after many fruitleſs 
attempts, to bring the child lower, he paſſed 
his hand under that leg up into the uterus, found 
another knee, and with ſome difficulty got hold 
of that leg; finding this leg much larger than the 
other, he concluded they were two legs of diffe- 


rent children; the woman's pains increaſing then 
very 
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very much, forced the child down very faft, till 
it came as faf as the hips: he was then convin- 
ced, although there was evidetitly fuck a diffe- 


| retice in the ſize of the legs, that they belonged 


to one cHild; after it had advanced below the 
navel it there ſtopped ; and as he found the child 


| fmuſt Have been dead ſometime, the cuticle ſtrip- 


ping all off with what little fofte he aſed, he 


| was fearful, from the great refiſtance he then 


met with, that he ſhould pull the body from the 
head, and leave the head in the pelvis, he wrap- 
ped a Efoth round the body, and gradually pull- 
ed; at the ſame time alterrately raiſed the body 
upwards, and moved it downwards; finding he 
gained ſome little advantage, he perſevered till 
he came to the ſhoulders, then cleared both the 
artis: after this he paſſed his finger into the 
child's mouth, and here he found greater refit- 
ance than ever; at length he overcame it, and to 
his great ſurprize, found a large tumour growing 
behind the head, of nearly the fame fize with 
the head: the origin of this twmour, our author 
tells us, was exactly at the lambdoidal ſuture; and 


0 


- A 94 
* ph 8 


| . 320 ] 

it hung by a ſtalk of about half an inch long, 
and two inches in circumference, and then imme- 
diately enlarged. to the ſize of the child's head; 
the external covering of this /umour was very 
red, and exceedingly vaſcular, but had no hair 
upon it: the integuments were very thick, and it 
evidently contained a fluid, ' As he could not 
prevail upon thg friends to let him have the flu, 
he was determined to examine the contents of the 
tumour, to which they reluctantly gave conſent; 
he divided the integuments near to the baſis of 
the tumour, and found that it contained about 
a pound of thin blood, of a very black colour, 
and ſomewhat fetid: he alſo ſound blended with 
it a large portion of the medullary ſubſtance of 
the brain; but is diſpoſed to think that the brain 
was not a part peculiar to the tumour, but that 
the dura mater was become putrid, and by that 
means ſuffered a part of the brain to paſs into 
the preternatural tumour, and ſo it came to be 
mixed with the encloſed fluid; the lower part of 
the back looked exceedingly livid, and the lun- 
bar proceſſes of the ſpine were much bent in- 


wards, 
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watds, and broke: it ſeemed, he ſays, that this 
part of the child had ſuffered ſome violent in- 
jury, ſo as to be the cauſe of its death; which, 


from the age of the fetus, and the appearance 
Jof putrefation, muſt have happened, at leaſt, 


one month before delivery, Upon aſking the 
woman if ſhe had received any injury during 


ber pregnancy; ſhe informed him, that ſhe had 


received a violent blow upon her belly, about 
two months before, falling down upon the 


edge of a large cloaths baſket, Our author 


concludes, with obſerving, that the hiſtory of 
the caſe muſt appear fingular; when we con- 
fider, that the preſentation of the child was 


Inch, as was never before deſcribed by any pro- 


ſeſſor of Mi1pwirzzr; a point of one ſhoulder ; 
the hand, arm, and ſhoulder, of the other fide ; 
the inſertion of the furs umbilicalis, and one leg, 
lying acroſs the fide, were all to be diſtinctly 
felt at once: the leg that was firſt diſcovered was 
bent, and turned quite upwards from the knee; 
Io, that the ſituation of it had impeded the cir- 
ulation of the blood into the limb, and occa- 
Vor. II. 2 ſioned 
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foned that leg and foot to be ſo much leſs tha; 
the other.-La MoTTe mentions the caſe of ; 
ſcrtus in utero, that was killed by a fall in the 
ſeventh month; which, when born, looked a 
if all its fleſh had been taken away, and th: 
ſkin ſtuck again upon its face and bones : and 
thinks, that it might not die immediately, nor, 
perhaps, till the fleſh and humours were all con- 
ſumed away, growing till then, weaker and 
weaker, by degrees: he adds, that the child 
was not corrupted, becauſe the air was no 
able to get at it.—In the Medical Obſervations 
and Enquiries, vol. 3. we are favoured with a cu- 
rious caſe, of a very extraordinary tumour on the 
head of an infant, by Mr, WILLIA Lori, a 
CanTxrBuRy, To Mr. Jamts CAT DER, Surgeon, 
in Grascow, we are indebted for the following 


hiſtory of the menſirua, regularly evacuated at 


an ulcer of the ancle, as publiſhed in the third ; 
volume of Medical Eſſays and Obſervations: 3 1 
healthy, vigorous, labouring country girl, of al K 
ordinary ſtature, ſtrained her right foot, at fiſicen i 


years of age, and again at nineteen, when a ſor- 1 
| did 
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did ulcer broke out in it: this being healed up 
in three weeks, ſhe ſoon after complained of a 
diforder through all her body, At twenty years 
of age her menſtrua appeared for the firſt time, 
but in a very ſmall quantity: the former diſor- 
ders ſtill continuing, ſhe was blooded at the vena 
ſaphana of that right foot: ſoon after which an 
ulcer was formed at that ancle, which had then 
continued above five years; a conſiderable ſhare 
of the os calcis having come out; this ulcer ſent 
out in two or three days, of each month, as 
large a quantity of blood, as women generally 
paſs in their courſes; and this in regular periods, 
without any blooding at the intermediate time : 
ſome days before this periodical kemorrhage, ſhe 
always complained of great pain in her foot, 


which became tolerably caſy as ſoon as the eva- 
cuation was paſt: ſhe continued in this way, till 
in Mar, 1733, the bones being caſt out, and 
the ulcer beginning to heal up, while her body 
turned more plump and ſtrong; the menſes came 
the natural way, in much the fame quantity, 
and continuing the ſame time they uſed to do at 
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her foot, which bled none. She had a ſecond 
natural return of the courſes in Junzt; but, in 
Jury, ſhe paſſed the natural period, and her foot 
became more painful; but, the menſes returning 
as in other women, the pain ceaſed ; and ſhe had 
ever ſince that time been in good health, with 
her menſes regular in the natural way, without 
any other evacuation, than of a ſmall quantity 
of pus at the ulcer, which till continued a little 
open,-A Surgeon, of deſerved eminence in his 
_ profeſſion, in the year 1772, had the care of a 
young woman, in the 20th year of her age; ſhe 
was of a cacheclical habit, never had menſtruated, 
and had a phagadentc ulcer in her left leg, which 
for ſome time betrayed a great degree of acrimony 
in the blood: by the moſt judicious treatment it 
was ſoon brought into a healing ſtate; when ſud- 
denly, after much pain in that leg and thigh, the 
ulcer diſcharged a quantity of blood, and conti- 
nued ſo to do, in regular periods, for eight 
months ſucceſſively; when the menſes appeared 
in the regular way, the ulcer dried up, and the 


woman is ſince married, and has had children. 


CASE 


t 
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CASE CXIX 


Mrs. , a farmer's wife, in the thuty” 
ſecond year of her age; naturally of an irrita- 
ble habit, had long been ſubject to a train of 
nervous ſymptoms, in Marcn, 1777, applied to 
me; ſhe was then five months advanced in her 


pregnancy; complained of low ſpirits, weaknels, 


want of appetite, wearineſs after motion, and 


watchfulneſs; ſhe had alſo a pain and giddineſs 
in her head, and frequently great nauſea, with 
retchings to vomit, was altervately hot and fe- 


veriſn, or cold and chilly, and her mind was 


unuſually hurried upon the leaſt emotion; a 
nitrous decoction, and an infuſion of bark and elixir 
of vitriol, had been preſcribed for her, but would 
not ſtay on her ſtomach ; neither could I ſucceed 
in any thing that J gave her; her ſtomach totally 


2 3 rejected 


1 326 J 

rejected every kind of medicine; till, by the ad- 
vice of a phyſician, her ſymptoms were palliated by 
bleeding in ſmall quantities, the warm pediluvium, 
and by opiates, taken every night at bed- time: 
on the giſt of Jury following ſhe was taken in 
labour, and ſent for a midwife; who, aſter wait- 
ing a conſiderable time, and notwithſtanding the 
pains were ſtrong and frequent, finding that the 
child, which preſented in a natural poſition, and 
was very low down, did not in the leaſt advance, 
reluctantly conſented to my being called in. At 
the time I was ſent for, it happened that I was 
attending another woman in labour, and was not 
releaſed till two hours afterwards; when I im- 
mediately viſited this patient, and was informed 
by the midwife, that ** ſhe had performed the de- 
liver with a great deal of trouble, and not will- 
* out dexterouſly puſhing back the bones behind, 
© to make way for the head, which was very large, 
* and had lain ſo long in the birth, that the child 
* was, by that means, ſiull-born.” As the deli- 
very was ſucceeded by a fainting fit, much at- 
tention had been paid to the mother, and none 

10 
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to the child; which, upon the preſumption of 
being dead, had been huddled up in ſome 
cloths, and laid by in a corner: the mo- 
ther being now pretty well recovered, began to 
ſhew ſome ſolicitude about the child, and I 
obeyed her directions in examining it; when, to 
my no ſmall aſtoniſhment, although it was very 
black and livid, ſome remote ſigns of life re- 
mained, and I immediately divided the ſuni be- 
low the ligature, which had been too precipi- 
tately made: it at firſt bled but a few drops; 
but by putting the child before the fire, rubbing . 
it, and waſhing it well with warm brandy and 
water, the bleeding from the funzs increaſed, and 
in leſs than five minutes the poor infant, much 
to the fatisfation of its parents, was fo well 
recovered, as to cry with an audible voice, 
proved hearty and ſtrong, and is alive to this 
hour ; nor is this the only inſtance where, upon 


properly examining children, which, as ſoon as 
born, bave been laid by as dead, I have been ſo 
fortunate as to fee them revive and do well. I 
could here recite two very particular inſtances, 

* P beſides 
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beſides the above-mentioned ; but as they might 


be thought to imply ſome oblique reflection on 


the praclitioners concerned, I ſhall felicitate 
myſelf with the retroſpect of having been the 
means of ſaving two children; which, without 
ſuch interpoſition and care, would moſt probably 
have periſhed. It is a very pernicious cuftom, 
and too prevalent amongſt midwives, to tie the 
navel ring too ſoon: and agreeably with my 
own experience, as well as on the authority of 
ſome reſpectable writers on this ſubject, J can 
aver, that it ought never to be done till the child 
has either made water, ſneezed, or cried, —— 
Dr. WarTs, in his Reflections on flow and 
painful labours, chap. ii. has employed much 
pains and ingenuity on this matter, aud proved 


that many infants die convulſed in conſequence 


of the ſunis being cut before the grand revolution 


in the circulation is accompliſhed ; a dodtrine, 
which perfealy agrees with the precept laid 
down by the ſage Hippocrates on this ſubject. In 
the fifth volume of Medical Obſervations and 
Enquiries, we find a fingular account of a ner- 
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yous caſe in pregnancy, related by Mr. Jaurs 
Lvcas, Surgeon, at Leeps, and communicated by 


Dr. HunTex ; in which, from bleeding, and opi- 
um, the patient received the moſt material relief, 
LA MorTs, is of opinion, that the os coccygis 
is no obſtruction to the coming away of the child: 
and, although DAvxN TER, and ſome other authors 
of alater date, agree in adviſing the thruſting back 
of the os coccygrs, when the head or buttocks are 
too large; it appears to me unneceſſary, as 
the os coccygis is indued with ſuch a degree of 
elaſticity from its intervening cartilages, as to ren- 
der it capable of receding, when the protruſion 
of the child is effected, either by the labour pains - 
themſelves, or by the forceps.-La MoTTz ad- 
viſes us to be very cautious in examining chil- 
dren that come forth apparently dead ; having 
leen ſeveral, he ſays, that have come to them- 
lelves again, after the firing has been cut, by 
putting them before the fire, waſhing them with 
hot wine, or blowing ſome into their mouths, Vide 
Ponrat, Obl. 1 3. 


CASE 
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CASE CXX, 


I WAS called to a patient about one o clock 
in the morning; who, from a blow, fell into 
labour, and had continued ſo for two days and 
nights, previous to my being ſent for: as I was 
on the road to attend her, a meſſenger, who had 
been diſpatched for that purpoſe, met me, and 
informed me, that the woman was dead: how- 
ever, not being far from the houſe, I procceded 
thither, and received the following account from 
the midwife: ** that the woman had accidentally 
received a blow in an affray which had happents 
in the neighbourhood, and ſoon after was taken 
* with labour pains: in the beginning of whith 
** the membranes broke; that it was many hours 
© after ſhe was taken, before ſhe (the midwiſe) ws 
informed of her filuation ; that, at firſt, ſhe found 

1 the 
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« the head very low, and as the pains grew greater, 
„and more laſting, expefaed the child to be born 
" every minute ; but although the pains continued 
« good for many hours, the head did not in the leaſt 
come forward; at length the pains flackened, the 
% woman grew fainter and fainter, and had been 
dead full an hour before I arrived; but had not 
been attended with either convulſions or flood- 
„ing: ſhe likewiſe told me, that the woman 


was not very young, and that this was her firſt preg- 


" nancy.” Being permitted to examine the corpſe, 


1 found upon touching, that the head of the child 


reſted upon the perinæum, which the midwife al- 
lowed to have been the caſe, both before and after 
the ceſſation of the labour pains: upon a more 
ſtrict enquiry, I eaſily perceived the greater fon- 
tinelle, and found the face of the child inclined 
towards the pubes; hence I may venture to affirm 
to a ceitainty, that had proper aſſiſtance been 
called in time, and the forceps been applied; it is 
morally poſſible, that the lives both of the mo- 
ther and child might have been preſerved: at leaſt, 
it was ſuch a chance, that it was a thouſand pities 
it were not tried. CASE 
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CASE CXX. 


I WAS called to a patient about one oclock 
in the morning; who, from a blow, ſell into 
labour, and had continued ſo for two days and 
nights, previous to my being ſent for: as I was 
on the road to attend her, a meſſenger, who had 
been diſpatched for that purpoſe, met me, and 
informed me, that the woman was dead: how- 
ever, not being far from the houſe, I proceeded 
thither, and received the following account from 
the midwife: ** that the woman had accidentally 
received a blow in an affray which had happentd 
in the neighbourhood, and ſoon after was taken 
* with labour pains: in the beginning of whach 
** the membranes broke; that it was many hours 
* after ſhe was taken, before ſhe (the midwife) ws 


* znformed of her fuluation ; that, at firſt, ſhe ſound 
ble 
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«the head very low, and as the pains grew greater, 
„and more laſting, expefed the child to be born 
" every minute; but although the pains continued 
good for many hours, the head did not in the leaſt 
come forward; at length the pains ſlackened, the 
* woman grew fainter and fainter, and had been 
dead full an hour before I arrived; but had not 
been attended with either convulſions or flood- 
ing: ſhe likewiſe told me, that the woman 


'* was not very young, and that thts was her firſt preg- 


nancy. Being permitted to examine the corpſe, 


I found upon touching, that the head of the child 
reſted upon the perinzum, which the midwife al- 
lowed to have been the caſe, both before and after 
the ceſſation of the labour pains: upon a more 
ſtrict enquiry, I eaſily perceived the greater fon- 
tinelle, and found the face of the child inclined 
towards the pubes; hence I may venture to affirm 
to a certainty, that had proper aſſiſtance been 
called in time, and the forceps been applied; it is 
morally poſſible, that the lives both of the mo- 
ther and child might have been preſerved: at leaſt, 
it was ſuch a chance, that it was a thouſand pities 
it were not tried, CASE 
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CASE CXXI, 


A WOMAN, ſubject to an idiopathic jaun- 
dice, was taken in labour about fix in the 
evening of the third of FERRUARY, 1777, and 
ſent for her midwife; who, aſter waiting with 
her a conſiderable time, and at length find- 
ing the membranes break, and a foot preſent, de- 
fired further aſſiſtance might be called in: it was 
late in the evening of the next day that I received 
the meſſage, and then I was engaged in a labour 
at a great diſtance from home; but being releaſed 
by the delivery of the woman J had (BM with, 
in about half an hour after the meſſenger was 
gone, I haſtened to aſſiſt this other patient, whom 
I found delivered of Twins, by the natural ef- 
forts only: the firſt child coming feet foremoſt, 
and the ſecond with its head in a natural direc- 


tion : 


[ 933 1 
tion; there were two diſlinct placrnta's, which 
both come away after the birth of the ſecond 
child. I have often obſerved a yellowneſs of 
the ſkin with which ſome children are born, 


which is not to be imputed to the jaundice, as 


it generally goes off after a proper evacuation of 


the meconium; but both theſe children were born 
with a confirmed jaundice ; for the albuginea, or 
whites of their eyes, were of a deep yellow, 
which ſpread all over their bodies; and the 
urine which they made tinged the clouts and li- 
nen like faffron: I never met with fach a cafe 
before: although ſuch means were uſed, as their 
tender ſtate would admit of, it might be faid, 
that the jaundice was the deſtruction of them 
both ; one living only to the end of the ſecond 
month, and the other to the beginning of the 
fourth, M. PorTaL, in his Remarks on certain 
Diſeaſes of the Liver, &c. publiſhed in the Me- 
moirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Pa xis, 
takes occaſion to notice the jaundice of ne- born 
infants; and ſuppoſes it an affection, not to be 
owing to any diſeaſe of the liver, but merely to 
the bile inſinuating itſelf into the lacteals: he tells 


us, 
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us, that upon paſſing a ligature round the ſmall 
inteſtines of dogs, a little below the opening of 
the dutlus choledochus, he has obſerved, that in 
five or fix hours afterwards the tunica conjuncliua 
of their eyes has acquired a yellow tinge, and 
their lafleals have been filled with bile : he far- 
ther remarks on this complaint, that the liver is 
ſometimes ſuſpected without reaſon: and is often, 
on the other hand, the unſuſpected ſeat of the dil. 
eaſe; as in two particular caſes: one of the pa- 
tients, was a woman who complained of pain in 
the epigraſtic region, attended with vomiting ; the 
diſorder was treated with bitters and ſtomachics; 
but the patient died hectic: on diſſection, the ſto- 
mach was in a healthy ſtate, but the liver was 
enlarged, and diſeaſed, Some years afterwards 
he applied this obſervation to the caſe of the 
Marchioneſs d'Eracxy, who had been treated 
for a ſtomach complaint; ſhe had vomitings, 
cough, dyſpncea, ſwelled legs, and hectic fever: 
upon examination, he ſound the liver enlarged, 
and by means of Xermes mineral, given in ſmall 
doſes, with terra foltata tartari, the patient reco- 
vered. : CASE 
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CASE CXXII 


As OUT four o'clock in the morning of the 
ſixteenth of DeceMBs, 1772, I was ſent for to 
E. L. of EasT Pecxxam, who had been in labour 
eight and forty hours: it was her ſecond preg- 
nancy, and ſhe was in her forty-third year. The 
midwife who was engaged; informed me, ** that ſhe 
® had tried all her ſkill, but was unable to get the 
« child into the birth ; that the labour had been 
at a fand for many hours; that the waters 
* had broke the day before: and, it was her ofi- 


nion, that either the mother or child muſl die;“ 


and this diſcouraging verdid I found ſhe had im- 
prudently communicated to the woman long be- 
fore I came to her; the danger which was ſup- 
poſed to attend her cafe had brought together no 
{mall number of her female acquaintance, who 
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were all prepoſſeſſed with apprehenſions ſor her 
ſafety. The pulſe was ſtrong and good, not in 
the leaſt weakened, nor accelerated; and from 
the outward appearance of the patient, there 
ſeemed but little probability, to think the caſe 
ſo bad as it had been repreſented ; ſhe had every 
now and then, at about the diſtance of five or 
fix minntes, very ſtrong and regular pains; and 
taking the advantage of one of them as ſhe laid on 
her fide upon the bed, I found the os tince oblite- 
rated on all fides, and the membranes and 
waters puſhing down into the vagina: and 
even upon the remiſſion of the pains, they re- 
tained their magnitude, and the membranes felt 
ſo tenſe and turgid, that no part of the child 
could be felt through them; fo that it were impol- 
ſible to form any other idea of the caſe, than that 
of the labour being entirely retarded by the ex- 
traordinary tenſion and rigidity of the membranes; 
and that the child was buoyed up above the brim 
of the pelvis, by the large quantity of water, and 
thereby totally prevented from entering therein : 
therefore, on the acceſſion of the next pain, I 


rup- 
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tuptured the membranes, when the head imme- 
diately advanced, and the delivery was brought 
about, in leſs than ten minutes, by the ſimple 
force of the labour pains, to the agreeable aſto- 
niſhment of the whole company; the extrac- 
tion of the placenta was eaſily effected! but over 
the ſurface of it there appeared a great nums 
ber of large veſicles, detached from each other, 
and full of a fluid reſembling mph. The child 
was born alive, and the woman ſoon recovered 
her ſtrength, - We meet with ſome excellent Ne- 
marks and Obſervations on tedious and lingering 
labours, from the too great ſtrength of the mem- 
branes, in the firſt chapter of D. Warrs's Re- 
flections ont thoſe caſes. Vide Caſe viii. vol. 1. 
of this Publication. 


Vor. II. 4 4 CASE 
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CASE CXXII. 


Luc BLACKMAN's wife, of BiriinG, a- 
bout eight and thirty years of age, being near 
the full period of geſtation, by a fright, fell into 
labour; and after ſome injudicious and inju- 
rious. experiments had in vain been made to ex- 
pedite her delivery, and which had cauſed a tu- 
mefaQion of the pudenda and vagina, I was call- 
ed in. The os tince was very thick and rigid, juſt 
beginning to open, and tilted backwards towards 
the os ſacrum; by the head of the child preſſing 
down upon the bladder and redum, a great and 
almoſt continual inclination to urine had been 
brought on, and the faces thereby ejected; as the 
weather was hot, I ordered a clyſter of water 
gruel to be given her, and repeated occaſionally; 
adviſed an emollient poultice to the tumeſfied 

parts: 


tw1 


parts: and after adminiſtering an opiate; wich 


ſci injunctions, that the caſe ſhould be left 
to nature, till it was found neceſſary, from the 
increaſe of pain, to ſend for me again, I with- 
drew, and I was not called upon till three days 
afterwards ; when I found the head very low 
down, and the pains as numerous and ſevere, as 

ever I met with in my life, and they continued 

ſo for upwards of two hours after I came to her; 
when, at length, by their violent force, the head 

was puſhed through the os externum: in this ſitu - 
tion, aſter reſting for ſome little time, on the acceſ- 

ſion of a pain, I moved the head from one fide 


0 to the other; but the ſhoulders were ſo uncom- 
t monly broad, that it was near half an hour before 
s I could obtain their exit, and the othet patts pretty 
8 eaſily followed; but it was more than an hour 
d W before the entire excluſion of the placenta, which 
oy was unuſually thick and membranous,—lIt is an 


obſervation of La Morrt's, that the more thick 
and membranous the lacenta's are, the more they 
are apt to adhere ; of which he has given us exam- 
ples, p. 149, and 524. The bulk of this child's 

5422 head 


n 
head and body was very conſiderable; the total 


= circumference of the head being ſixteen inches 


and two eighths; and that of the body, at 
the ſhoulders, twenty-four inches and a half; 
which ſo far exceeds the uſual diameter of a 
well-formed pelvis, that it is really ſurprizing 
how nature herſelf ſhould, in this caſe, have 
proved equal to the delivery. The mother 
recovered ſlowly, but the child died of convul- 
ſions the day after it was born. Some years be- 
fore, this woman informed me that ſhe had been 
delivered of a monſtrous child, whoſe mouth bore 
a great reſemblance to that of a dog's, and 
the hands and feet were both inverted: the child 
vas then living, and in the fixth year of his age; 
always laid in a cradle; was obliged to be fed; 
was entirely helpleſs, and lived ſome months 
aſter I ſaw it: the deformity of this pitiable be- 
ing, was imputed by the mother to her having 
been bit by a dog, and thereby much fright 
ened, in the fourth month of her pregnancy. 
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CASES CXXIV, CXXV, and CXXVI. 


COMMUNICATED 


IN A LETTER TO THE LATE 
DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


« May 28, 1771. 


„ DEAR SIR, | _—_ 
1 F 
; | _ 
] ee } } HEN I had laſt the pleaſure 
] | © of ſeeing you, you will remember, that the 
10 converſation turned upon the woman patient, N ; 


* whom I deſcribed to you, as having for years 
had a particular kind of umour between the 


15 

. © pubes and umbilicus; (Vide caſe cxiii.) and, 
Fe * who was then fix months advanced in her 
* % fixth pregnancy: ſoon after conception, ſhe 


« was ſeized with, rigors, and had complained of 
pain and heat in the vagina and region of the 
* pubes, with a, ſenſation of weight and heavi- 
rs A a 3 * neſs 


t 
head and body was very conſiderable ; the total 
= *Eircumference of the head being ſixteen inches 
and two eighths; and that of the body, at 
the ſhoulders, twenty-four inches and a half; 


which ſo far exceeds the uſual diameter of a 
well-formed pelvis, that it is really ſurprizing 
how nature herſelf ſhould, in this caſe, have 
proved equal to the delivery. The mother 
recovered ſlowly, but the child died of convul- 
3 ſions the day after it was born. Some years be- 
| fore, this woman informed me that ſhe had been 
delivered of a mon/lrous child, whoſe mouth bore 


a great reſemblance to that of a dog's, and 


the hands and feet were both inverted : the child 
was then living, and in the fixth year of his age; 
always laid in a cradle; was obliged to be fed; 
was entirely helpleſs, and lived ſome months 

| after I ſaw it: the deformity of this pitiable be- 
ing, was imputed by the mother to her having 
been bit by a dog, and thereby much fright- 
enced, in the fourth month of her pregnancy. 
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CASES CXXIV, CXXV, and CXXVI. 


COMMUNICATED 


IN A LETTER TO THE LATE 
DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


- VS 


« May 28, 1771. 
4+ DEAR SIR, 


n 

: 
re \ \ 7 | 
4 * HEN I had laſt the pleaſure 
of ſeeing you, you will remember, that the 


'* converſation turned upon the woman patient, þ 


* whom I deſcribed to you, as having for years |: 


? * * had a particular kind of tumoyr between the 
1 © pubes and umbilicus; (Vide caſe cxiii.) and, 
is * who was then fix months advanced in her 
hi- % fixth pregnancy: ſoon after conception, ſhe 


« was ſeized with rigors, and had complained of 
pain and heat in the vagina and region of the 
" pubes, with a, ſenſation of weight and heavi- 
151 2 


„ 
* neſs in thoſe parts; which ſymptoms conti- 


. * med, in a greater or leſs degree, till ſhe came 


* to her full time. When I was ſent for, the 
* midwiſe, who had attended from the begin- 
* ning, informed me, that ſhe had been in la- 
bour for the four preceding days; that her 
** pains, at times, had been very ſtrong, but 
« were now grown much weaker; that ſhe could 
„ not tell whether the membranes were broke or 
not, becauſe there was ſomething in the paſ- 
„ ſage which had prevented her from making a 
proper ſearch, and that a flooding had come 
on, about three hours before my arrival. I 
„found the pulſe in a feeble ſtate, and the wo- 
* man much exhauſted by the quantity of blood 
* which ſhe had loſt: upon touching, to know 
* the progreſs of the labour, I diſcovered a large 
* globular tumour, which filled up the vagina, 
« and felt ſoft, pliant, and fluctuating to the 
touch; it was with ſome difficulty I paſſed by 
it, and found the os tincæ above, fully dilated, 
and the membranes preſſing through it, and 
containing ſomething ſmall, and of an irregu- 
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« lar ſhape, like fingers or toes, it was impoſſible 
« T could tell which; concluding that the 7u- 
% mour either contained coagulated blood, or 
that it was an abſceſs arrived at a perſect ſtate 
of maturity, I reſolved to evacuate its contents 
* before I proceeded to make any further en- 
% quiry into the ſlate of the labour; which I 
„ accordingly did, with the points of a pair of 
* ſtrait ſciſſars, carefully introduced by the two 
fore fingers of my right hand within fide three 
fingers of my left, which TI had lubricated, and 
'« paſled up the vagina, to confine the tumour 
for my purpoſe; immediately upon the open- 
ing being made, it gave an exit to a prodigious 
quantity of glutinous and thick matter: ſoon 
** after its diſcharge I made an examination, and 
i found the os {inc@ and membranes in the ſtate, 
* as before deſcribed; but could now very 
« plainly diflinguiſh the feet through the mem- 
* branes; and conſidering the weak ſtate of the 
„woman, the uterine hemorrhage, and the pains 
as too flight and lingering to affiſt the birth, I 
tuptured the membranes, took charge of the 
f Aa 4 * feet, 


x 


þ 
8 


* . 
— » 2 Fn) 


Pe Ea. - — 2 
"Cure EC eo dion St. 4, 2 D * — * 
= — 


r 


—_— 
—- 


1 344 J 

„ feet, and ſoon delivered the woman, as iz 
« uſyal in preternatural preſentations, of a ſmall 
17 ſemale child. which did not ſeem to have 
** been long dead; the placenta was excluded in a 
* few minutes, and the patient is now pretty 
„well recovered ; detergent injections and emol- 
« lient fomentations were uſed to the parts af- 
'* fected for a few days, and were then laid aſide 
as totally uſeleſs. I delivered this woman on 
the 25th of laſt month; and on the 29th was 
*« ſent for to E. B. aged fifty-one: ſhe com- 
*« plained of continual pains in her back, belly, 
«*« ſides, and thighs, attended with coſtiveneſs, a 
full pulſe, and intenſe thirſt ; ſhe had borne 
* ſeveral children: and upon examination, the 
** os tince felt rather longer than uſual, hard, but 
e moiſt, and ſomewhat dilated; I took away 
+ a few ounces of blaod, ordered an emol- 
« lient clyſter, and in the evening exhibited a 
neutral mixture, with an anodyne : after which 
++ ſhe beld pretty well, till the 4th of this month; 
„in the afternoon of which, being called, I at- 
' tended her; the membranes were broke, and the 
| s © waters 
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4 waters diſcharged: but although the labour 
« pains were ſtrong and frequent, the os finca 
« was not much dilated, and felt extremely rigid; 
„ waited that night, the next morning, and till 
+ ten o'clock the next night, till the head de- 
« ſcended to the bottom of the elvis, and I ex- 
** pected that nature would at length have done 
the buſineſs ; but, at this critical junQure, the 


| * pains went entirely off, and, although ſhe 


did not flood in the leaſt, yet ſhe became 
languid and faint, and the pulſe began to 
% fink: I therefore determined on making uſe 
of the forceps, and accordingly placed her in 


a a poſture, between fitting and lying, with her 


: breech to the ſide of the bed; and as the ſitu- 
k ation of the head was aſcertained, by one ear 
© being to the right iſchium, and the other to the 
a inferior part of the left ilium, I proceeded in 
: my operation with all poſſible circumſpection 
v and care; and after ſuffering much from the 


| * cramp in my hands and fingers, applied both 


6 blades of the ſhort forceps, locked them, ſe- 


Wt cured the handles, and ſucceeded in the deli- 


6 very 
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« very of a very large live child; whoſe head 
«was ſqueezed into a conical form, of immenſe 
« length, and was many days before it recovered 
* its natural ſhape and form; the child was for 
* ſome time ſubje& to convulſion fits; but, by 
proper means, has recovered from them, and 
„is now in a good thriving ſtate; the mother 
has not been quite ſo fortunate: for the day af- 
ter her delivery, although ſhe appeared better 
than could have been expected, and her ftrength 
1% was much recruited, ſhe was attacked with a 
fever, and laboured under a ſuppreſſion of urine 
* for four days; from which ſhe was at laſt re- 
* lieved by the catheter: on the tenth day ſhe 
* had a mary eruption of the red kind, which 
covered the whole ſurface of her body with 
«a violent itching: I was in hopes this 
„would have proved critical; but ſhe ſtill re- 
mains in a very doubtful ſtate: on the 
fourth day her milk began to come, but dil- 
„appeared that evening, and has not returned 
ſince; the diſcharge of the lochia has been in pro- 
« per quantities; but ſhe gains no ſtrength, ſleeps 

| « little, 
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« little, is ſubject to fluſhing heats, night ſweats, 
„and has. no appetite; notwithſtanding ſhe has 
« had ſo many children, ſhe never before expe- 
« rienced any difhculty in her labours, or after 


„them. — We have a young woman, in this 
neighbourhood, about four and twenty years of 
„age, who has miſcarried five ſeveral times, 


about the beginning of the fix month of gel- 


tation, without any obvious cauſe: ſhe is na- 
$ * turally of a delicate habit, but has always 
enjoyed a tolerable ſhare of health, — Your 
| * ſentiments on this occaſion, will be eſteemed 
a particular favour done. 


„ Yours, very truly, &c. 


P. S. Upon the obſtruction of the menſes, do you 
* not find the tumefaction of the mamme ? 
And the yellowneſs of the ring round the 
** nipples, to be pretty certain figns of preg- 
nancy P. | 
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THE ANSWER, P 
« DEAR SIR, 


* Acczer my beſt thanks for 
« your laſt communications: a plethora might 
* occafion the tumour you met with on the head 
© of the fetus; it was undoubtedly a bad ſitua- 
„tion, and had its contents been hard or CON» 
i creted,, might have proved a very dangerous 
* obſtacle to the delivery. Amongſt the Ob- 


© ſervations of PorTar, there is a caſe of a 


© woman, Who had a large tumour in the in- 


« ferior region of her belly, which proved fatal « 
in parturition, Without freedom in our cor- WF « 
© reſpondence, the advantage intended cannot ; Ti 
*« reſult from it; and you muſt excuſe me, 4 
6 in defiring an explanation of any particu» : « | 


« Jar circumſtance that I do not perſectly com- 


« prehend: therefore, let me know the ſituation 


« of the chin and forehead, in the caſe which 
= required 
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required the uſe of the forceps : the advantage 
of that inſtrument is every day more and more 
« conſpicuous ; and the former practice of 
turning the child, and bringing it away by the 
„ feet, when the head has been confined in the 
| © vagina, is now very properly diſcarded. The 


F © os tince will generally open in proportion to the 


violence of the pains; but probably the age of 
your patient oppoſed an earlier dilatation of the 
parts. In ſuch inſtances as you mention, poſ- 
„ fHibly miſcarriages may be attributed to the 
* uterus being limited in its extent: and, in 
chat caſe, the ſuppoſition will hold good, that 
* when it is extended to a certain degree, it ne- 


* ceſſarily contracts, and of courſe forces off 


the extraneous body. The ſwelling of the 


mammæ is generally a ſign of pregnancy, when 


'* a woman goes with her firſt child: as is alſo 
the yellownels of the roſy ring round the nip- 
ple; but it is to be obſerved, that when once 
this ring is diſcoloured, it ſeldom or never re- 
covers itſelf, 1 ſhall be glad, upon all occa- 


* ſions, to hear from you; and am, &c.” 


Is 
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In my Reply, I informed the Doctor, that in the 
caſe he mentions, the chin was turned up to the 
holtow of the ſacrum, and, that the right fide of the 
forchead was to the pubes,—In the Medical Effays 
arid Obſervations, vol. z, article 37, we meet with 
an inſtance of an extraordinary tumour impeding 
the birth of a child, by Mr. Joun Gzmm1r, Sur- 
geon, in Irvine; it is thus related: in the year 
2731, he was called to a woman in labour, 
whoſe child was born as far as the o/ innominata : 
in which condition it had been four hours, a 
midwife eadeavouring, in the mean time, all ſhe 
could to bring it away; he found no difficulty 
in putting his fingers round the child as far as 
the head of the fanur; but by no_means could 
deliver, till puſhing his hand between the childs 
thighs, he felt fomething adhering to the child, 
. through which he thruſt his ſinger, and immedi- 
ately a conſiderable quantity of water ruſhed 
out; after which there was no difficulty in bring- 
ing the child away: what he had pierced with 
his fingers, proved to be a bag larger than the 
child, which was of an ordinary ſize, formed by 


the ſkin, from the os pubis all round the anus: 
this 


| ( 33 1 
this tumour was of the ſhape of a pear, the 
ſmaller part of it coming out from the vulva and 


anus; when he opened it, it was all compoſed 
of membranous diviſions, full of water, which 
were diſpoſed in ſuch a way, as to make it re- 
ſemble an orange or lemon; in the middle of 
it there was a hard fleſhy ſubſtance: he adds, 
that he would have made a further examination, 
but was prevented by the women preſent. —la 
the Medical Commentaries, vol. 6. p. 443, 
Mr. WIILIIAu SPitrs, Surgeon, of ArDpee, in 
the county of Lowrn, in IreLanD, has pubs 
liſhed a very fingular caſe ; wherein he was called 
by a midwife to the aſſiſtance of a poor woman; 
whom, as ſoon as he came to, he was foli- 
cited to try ſome methad of delivery : ſhe 
was ſomewhat exhauſted by a flooding. and 
upon endeavouring to find out what was uncom- 
mon in her caſe, he diſcovered a large tumour, 
loft to the touch, and of a longitudinal form, 
covering the os internum: at firſt, he miſtook the 
tumour for the membranes, and imagined the 
looding to proceed from ſome miſmanagement 
of the midwife ; but, upon a more minute exa- 


mination, 
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mination, to find out the ſource of the flooding, 
he diſcovered it to proceed from the tumour: he 
found alſo, that this tumour was divided, near 
its middle, by a pretty thick membrane, into 
two ſeparate ſacs : as the woman was in a weak 
and finking ſtate, he thought it the moſt eligible 
method to make an opening into the moſt remote 
fac, to allow its contents to be evacuated: this 
he accordingly effeted with the nail of his fore 
finger, and let out a great quantity of putrid 
coagulated blood: in the interim the parts were 
frequently fomented with an emollient decoction, 
and in the intervals of the fomentation, a warm 
cloth was kept continually applied : two hours 
and a quarter after the blood was diſcharged, the 
membranes broke, and the waters came away, 
the child's head preſented itſelf, but was ſiriftly 
locked 10 the helvis; he waited that evening, tha! 
night, and the next morning; and, at length, 
finding nature not ſufficient to the taſk, and the 
woman in danger, made uſe of the forceps, and 
delivered the patient of a dead male child; 


which, from its livid appearance, ſeemed to have 
been 
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been dead a conſiderable time in the womb : he 
inſorms us, that there was no laceration in the 
perineum, not incontinence in the urine: and 
the woman had a ſpeedy and good recovery.— 
Ruyscn ſays, that he has ſometimes obſerved 
tumours depending from the head in new-borh 
infants, which have been more than equal in 
magnitude to the head itſelf; and remembers 
once to have ſeen ſuch a tumour, even larger than 
the whole infant, by which the birth was ten- 
dered extremely difficult; but as the whole tu- 
mour was replete with nothing but humours, it 
could not abſolutely prevent the birth : he adds, 
that he has ſometimes found theſe tumours, not 
altogether humoral, but in part fleſhy, and even 
in part cartilaginous. In regard to the limited 
ſtate of the uterus, as mentioned in Dr. Macs 
KENZIE'S laſt Letters, we find La MoTTs of a 
ſimilar opinion; fee his Treatiſe oa Mipwirzzr, 


p. 208, 
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CASES CXXVII, and CXXVIII 


Both of which occurred to a Surgeon in this Netgh- 
bourhood ; by whoſe Permiſſion they appear in this 
Place. 


H IS aſſiſtance was beſpoke in the year, 1761, 
to attend the wife of Groxce BaLcows, of 
EasT Matting, Early in the eighth inonth of 
her time he was called to her, and found that 
ſhe had had ſome ſmart pains, attended with a 
flooding ; both of which were now abated : he 


took away ſome blood from the arm, directed the 


patient to be kept cool and quiet, and chiefly in 


a recumbent poſture; gave her an opiate as a 
palliative, and for the preſent left her: after 
which, ſhe continued pretty well for a week, 
when the pains and hemorrhage ſuddenly recut- 


ring, 


7 


thi 
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ring, he was ſent for to her again, and treated 
her in a fimilar mauner as before, which again 
procured her relief for the preſent: and in this 
manner the pains and flooding remitted and re- 
curred for ſeveral weeks, till, at length, he was 
called to attend, and found her in labour ; ſhe 
flooded a liutle, and had very ſmart pains: upon 
examination, the os tince was dilated to the 
breadth of a crown piece, and unfortunately the 
placenta adhered to its edges: as the woman ap- 
peared uncommonly drowſy, and liftlels, and 
an entire ceſſation of labour pains had taken 
place; and as he had never met with a ſimilar 
preſentation, he dreaded the conſequence, and 
very prudently apprized the relations of the dan- 
ger which he conceived the patient to be in, and 
adviſed them to ſend for a ſenior Practitioner 
from Malps rox, who, at that time, made a 
great buſtle, and had the fart name in this branch 


of practice; when he arrived, the ſurgeon in 


waiting circumſtantially related to him the caſe 
of his patient, who was then eaſy, aſleep, and 
the flooding had ſtopped: he deſired him, how- 
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ever, for his own ſatis faction, that he would 
touch her, and give him his opinion; but, con- 
trary to the gentle manner in which he expected 
him to proceed, without ſaying any thing to any 
one preſent, he, ſans ceremonie, forced his hand 


up through the vagina quite into the uterus ; the 


poor woman, under this haſty and inconſiderate 


treatment, ſcreamed out in a moſt violent man- 
ner; but he proceeded in his raſhneſs, and 
brought down one arm, ſwearing, that he thouglt 
it had been a leg: the other Gentleman of the 
profeſſion expoſtulated with him on his conduct, 
immediately ſet about the reduction of the arm, 
and with all neceſſary propriety, ſoon turned, 
and delivered the child; but a ſyncope and dith- 
cult reſpiration came on, and the mother expited 
in half an hour after the delivery of the child, 
which was born dead.— The ſame Surgeon, who 
was firſt employed in the foregoing unfortunate 
buſineſs, was alſo in the following year retained 
in the caſe of Mrs, H 
an Apothecary of this town: when he was firſt 


conſulted ſhe was in the fifth month of her preg- 
nancy, 


„ wife to Mr. H, 
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nancy. and was ſeized with a flooding; ſor 
which, by way of revulſion, ſhe loſt blood 
from the arm, and took ſome internal aſtrin- 
gent medicines; but, notwithſtanding all he 
could do, the hemorrhage remitted and recur- 
red the ſame as in the preceding caſe, till, at 
length, ſhe approached to her full time, and her 
labour came on; he was ſent for, and when he 
arrived, found that ſhe had had ſtrong pains, 
with a flooding, for ſome hours; and, upon 


touching her, he had the misfortune to find the 
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placenta attached to, and covering the os inter- 
num : upon which, he pronounced the caſe full 
of danger, both to mother and child, and urged 
the neceſſity of conſulting ſome other of the pro- 
$ feſhon: accordingly, the fame practitioner, who 
had been called in to his aſſiſtance in the laſt 
mentioned cafe, was again fent for; and, upon 
examination, declared 1t as his opinion, that the 
patient was in no danger at all, and would de 
very well; as the flooding was ſtopped, and 
there was no appearance of its returning again, 
and aſter adviſing the other Surgeon to wait pa- 

Bbg tieutly, 
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tiently the event, he went away, promiſing to 


return, if ſent for; but he had not been gone 


long, beſore the pains and flooding returned; 
and, by the dehire of the Gentleman in waiting, 
a Phyſician, at RocxesTER, was ſent for; to 
whom he related the particulars of the caſe, and 
urged the expediency of immediate delivery, 
which he thought then practicable, and the only 
chance for preſerving the lives of both mother 
and child, whilſt the former was ſtill able to 
bear the conflict; but it being objected to by the 
Phyſician, on account of the abſence of the 
other Practitioner engaged in the cafe, he was 
ſent for with all ſpecd ; but ſenſibly affected with 
the perilous ſtate of the caſe before his arrival, 
my Correſpondent thought it neceſſary to break 
through the placenta and membranes, and thereby 
give a deſcent to the waters: upon which the 
child deſcended head foremoſt into the inferior 
part of the elvis, and the flooding ſtopped, and 
the pains continued; a criſis, which if improved 
by proper attempts to deliver, might probably 
have preſerved the life of the patient; but it 

was 
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was utifortunately prevented by the arrival of the 
other Surgeon, who again, peremptorily avowed, 
that in his opinion, the patient was ſtill in a fair 
way, and ought not to be meddled with; upon 
which he went down ſtairs: and the Surgeon, 
who remained in the room, ſoon afterwards 
evidently perceiving the patient grow weaker, 
and the pulſe to intermit, followed him, and 
expreſſed his fears of the caſe: upon which 
he again went up ſtairs, and upon ſeeing the pa- 
tient, ſtill adbered to his former ſentiments; the 
futility of which was too obvious, for, in a few 
minutes aſter, the patient died, undelivered, and 
without any effort even to ſave the child ; which 
was ſuppoſed to be dead, from the mother's ha- 
ving loſt ſo much blood, and not having felt it 
move for many hours before ſhe died. The 


Gentleman who was pre-engaged, is himſelf, of 


opinion, that the poor woman was abſolutely loſt 


by delay: and thinks, that as the child was low 
enough down in the pelvis, it might ſaſely have 
been delivered, without any difficulty by the 
ſtrait forceps. Vide caſe xxiv. vol. 1. and alſo, 
caſe cix, of this book. It will always be 
Bbag found 
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found worthy the moſt ſerious obſervation of 
every Practitioner in Mipwyeery, that whenever 
the placenta is attached aver the os tince, the wo- 
man can never be free from danger till ſhe is de- 
livered. See SMELL1E, vol. iii. pages 141, 166, 
& 178.—The late ingenious and learned Dr. 
FosrEx conſiders the attachment of the placenta 
over the os tince, as one of the moſt dangerous 
occurrences in Mipwireky; and ſays, that when 
the placenta happens, as it not unſrequently does, 
to adhere to the collum uteri, if the edge comes 
only near, or cloſe to the os tince, it generally 
occaſions a flooding in the courſe of the labour; 
but when tis applied more or leſs over the womb, 
then a flooding muſt commence, as ſoon as this 
orifice opens, in the ſmalleſt degree; and as the 
womb is generally moſt and ſooneſt diftended, 
where the placenta adheres, this again brings 
about the earlier dilatation of the orifice; of courſe, 
therefore, a flooding, in this cafe, almoſt con- 
ſtantly precedes labour, even for ſeveral weeks, 
as it comes on without any evident cauſe, it is 
alſo wont to be profuſe, and though not dithcult 
to be ſtopped for a time, it is very certain to te- 


turn ; 


hs > tr 


n ; - 
WS. ak." N 


* N 
er y 
* — 
os 
on 
* 
2 | 
Cs 4 
&- 
», 
2 
* * 
FD 
1 


* 
. 
a , 
PONY 
* ? 
1 
E 
5 
- 
— 


tur! 
driz 
ſoo! 
eva 
nec 
to 
for 

leſs 

bag 
part 
as 
pal 
face 


tion 


ther 


incr 


chor 


atte 


{oor 


D cien 
3 that 
2 che 
but 


361 | 


turn; but ſometimes it rather keeps a conſtant 
dripping, without profuſion or interruption, As 
ſoon as the danger ariſing from the exceſs of the 
evacuation, or labour ſupervening, renders it 
neceſſary to feel the ſtate of the parts, the caſe is 
to be more clearly diſtinguiſhed by the touch; 
for the mouth of the womb being always more or 
leſs open, inflead of the thin ſmooth menbranous 
bag, yielding fluctuation, with the feel of ſome 
part of the fetus ſoft clots of grumous blood, 
as in other floodings, firſt preſent to the touch; 
paſſing which, the ſoft, ſpongy, lobulated ſur- 
W face of the placenta is felt; and the greateſt cau- 
: tion ſhould be conſtantly uſed in touching; not 
5 to preſs ſtrongly againſt it, leſt it ſhould be far- 
W ther ſeparated from the womb, and conſequently 
increaſe the diſcharge. The caſe, ſays our Au- 
; thor, being thus diſcovered, requires the utmoſt 
'3 attention: firſt, not to attempt the delivery too 
ſoon, before the os tince is dilatable, with ſuffi- 
85 cient eaſe; for, in that caſe, there is no doubt, 
Y that every fruitleſs effort to ſtretch the mouth of 
3 the womb, would endanger a farther ſeparation; 
I but as the flooding is the urgent ſymptorp, let it 
be 
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be treated with all the poſſible caution and care 


recommended in ſuch caſes, until the ſafety gf g 
the woman abſolutely requires further aid, I 
the hand then be introduced, as in other caſes, ini b 
the vagina ; let the point of the fore finger be paſſed (; 
gently through the mouth of the womb, and with thy - 
moſt eaſy, inſinuat ing, rotatory motion; let the pla- _ 
centa be perforated by it, particularly in one of dle þl 
ſulci between its lobes, if 1t can be found; let tht pe 
Anger be then turned round, ſo as to dilate thi; hal: M 
for a ſecond finger, which is next to be introduced a; * 
well through it as the os tincæ; and let both the: H. 
orifices be thus dilated by finger after finger, ad me 
made exatlly of an equal fize, until they admit e 1. 
haud to paſs entirely through them; when the fetus | pra 


is 10 be delivered by the feet, as in other flooding 
caſes, only extrafling it through this hole in tit 
placenta; or, perhaps, only through a rent in ih 
edge or ſide, if a portion of it only extends acroſ 
the orifice—by this eaſy perforation and laceration 
of the placenta, our Author has met with cor 
ſlant ſucceſs in many very dangerous caſes, and 1 
all the evil and moſt commonly fatal conle- 4 


quences 2 
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quences of ſeparating the placenta, in order to 
paſs the hand through it and the womb, at ſome 
one fide or other, as directed by other writers, 
been entirely avoided: for, the flooding, he 
ſays, has never been hereby perceptibly increaſed, 
whilſt the os tince has been ſufficiently dilated : 
nor has the loſs of blood from the veſlels of the 
placenta, in any inftance, injured the fetus, as 
perhaps might have been expected. See a new 
Method of treating uterine hemorrhages after de- 
livery, by M. SaxTorxen, M. D. (from the Acta 
Havnienſia, vol. ii.) wherein the attachment of 
the placenta to the anterior and other parts of the 
ulerus, is remarked with much precifion and 


2 practical obſervation. 
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CAU UNA. 


Ix the year 1775, I received a meſſage from 
a midwife, deſiring my aſſiſtance in the caſe 
of a woman, at Mexteworra; ſhe was pretty 
well advanced in years, and in labour of her 
firſt child; the caſe had been very tedious 
and lingering ; the waters had been gone off two 
days, and the firſt ſtage of the labour might be 
ſaid to be compleatly finiſhed ; the labour pains 


had been very ſevere, but had totally ſubſided 


for the laſt eight hours; the pulſe, the counte- 
nance, and general appearances of the panes 
indicated extreme debility : upon examination, 
the os externum was uncommonly callous and ii- 


gid, the head preſenting with the vertex; it was 


pretty well come down in the pelvis, with the 


forchead to the ſacrum, and an ear to each lum; the 
bones 
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W bones of the cranium felt extremely hard; conſis 
dering the length and ſeverity of the labour, and the 
ſpace which had elapſed from the entrance of the 
head into the pelvis, as well as the debilitated ſtate of 
the patient ; every circumſtance decided upon the 


E propriety of uſing the forceps: but having ſuffered 


© dergone a ſew days before, and fearful of the con- 
ſequences, as the patient was reduced to ſo low 
an ebb, and the rigidity of the external parts 


being ſo great, as to threaten a dangerous lacera- 


e ob 6 EY 


tion: in caſe of exertions to deliver, I deſired 
another praditioner might be ſent for, which was 
complied with: in the mean time I recruited the 


patient's ſtrength with proper nouriſhment, and 


c 


Weave her every conſolatory encouragement in my 


8 


power: upon the arrival of the Surgeon I ſent 
7 

eo, we immediately united our efforts in the uſe of 
- ; the forceps; the woman being laid upon her back, 

Weated with pomatum, and the forceps being firmly 
ed on the head, we imitated, in the moſt gen- 
3 le manner, the force of the natural labour, ob- 


[cTV1Og 


much in my health, from the fatiguewhich I had un- 


and the circumference of the pudenda well lubri- | 
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ſerving the neceſſary intervals of reſt, brought 
the head through the pelvzs; and in bringing it 
through the os externum, to prevent the laceration 
of the perineum, counteracted our own exertions, 
with a hand carefully applied to ſupport the je. 
rineum: at this crifis the woman had a fainting 
fit; during which, the head was extracted, tie 
forceps removed, and little or no difficulty at- 
tended the extraction of the body; che child laid 
ſome time without breathing, but, at length, 
ſhewed ſome ſigns of life, and ſurvived, though, 
in a languiſhing condition, till the morning of 
the fourth day; the placenla came away ſponta- 
neouſly in about an hour aſter the birth of the 
child; the mother ſoon recovered from the fi, 
and by proper care was gradually reſtored to her 
wonted ſlrength. It is but candid, however, 
to acknowledge, that notwithſtanding our utmoll 
deliberation and care, during the operation, yet, 
we were fo unfortunate as to lacerate the four- 
chelte; which, on account of the extraordinary 
rigidity of the parts were, perhaps, unavoidable: 


the injury. however, was not ſo great as to te. 
quite 
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quire a ſuture, and was cured in twelve days by 
fomentations, and proper dreſſings, This wo- 
man has ſince borne ſeveral children, without ſuf- 
fering the leaſt inconveniency ia the birth of 
either of them, except with the laſt; when, Iam 
informed, the arm was found to preſent; and 
after it was replaced, endeavours were ineffectu- 
ally made to get at the feet, to turn'the child, the 
patient was thereupon left to herſelf, and deli- 
vered in a few hours by the labour pains, of a 
live child, without any aſſiſtance whatever: a 
caſe, in many reſpects ſimilar to this, we find re- 
lated by Dr. ScuokxnzIDbEa, in the Acta Socie- 


tatis Medicæ Havnienſis, vol. ii. artic. 23, 
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CASE CXXX, 


t 
Ix about three months after the foregaing : 
Caſe, I was called in by a Surgeon, to aſſiſt him ; 
in the delivery of Mary Saursox, a young wo- g 
man, of a lax habit, and ſmall ſtature; ſhe had bs 
been in labour many hours: on the rupture of : 
the membranes, the lower extremities both pre- 2 
ſented; and the Gentleman-not being willing, as S 
| it was her firſt child, and ſhe was a weakly wo- N 
man, to riſk his reputation on the event of the , 
| caſe, had adviſed my being ſent for, which was n 
| done: as the pains were ſtrong and frequent, we ; 
adviſed an emollient clyſtet to empty the reflum, 
| and imagined, the delivery might, in great mea 
| ſure, be effected by the force of labour; a very 
| ſmall quantity of water had been evacuated; | 


the feet were very diſlinctly to be felt in the vagi- 


nd, 
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| 17, and ſoon advanced without tlie os externums 
but then made no farther progreſs; the pains 
became more moderate in their force, and 
thinking it proper to lend the child ſome aſſiſt- 
ance, we proceeded ſo to do till the breech had 
deſcended to the external orifice, and now again | 
the pains increaling in duration and frequency, 
we expected the fetus, which was very large, 


would have been expelled by their force alone; 
but after many very violent pains, it did not ad- 
vance in the leaſt; a large evacuation of the me- 
conium enſued, and as the umbilical chord was 
now within the brim of the pelvis, and we ima- 
gined the life of the child in danger, particu- 
| larly from the preſſure it might ſuſtain from the 
head, we wrapped a dry linen cloth round its 
thighs, and taking firm hold, made uſe of a 
proper degree of pulling force, and with fome 
difficulty delivered to the ſhoulders ; here we 
had a conſiderable ſtop, and not without much 
trouble brought down the atms; but the head, for 
ſome time, reſiſted every attempt we could make to 
Leliver it; and luck faſt at the bonn of che aac 


Vor. II. 
Ac "HE S 


x 
k * 
7 80 FA 


"HE DICAL « 


. 


1 370 J 


vis, towards the arch of the pubes; we therefore 


changed the woman's poſture, from her back to her 
ſide, and ſearing a material injury might be done 
the under jaw, uſed but little exertion on that part; 
and after many trials with the fingers, placed on 
each fide the noſe, and on the neck and ſhoul- 
ders, taking all poſſible care to guard the þer:- 
num, at length delivered the head; but the child 
was ftill-born, We imputed the difficulty of 
delivering the body, to its being too large, in 
proportion to the pelvis; and that which we 
found in delivering 'the head, to its particular 
ſtrudture, as it was almoſt one entire offifica- 
tion; the perineum was lightly lacerated, but 
healed in a few days without ſuture; a dith- 
culty of urine, and going to ſtool, attended the 
patient for ſome weeks after her delivery; and ihe 
recovercd her ſtrength but very ſtowly : altho' ſhe 
had no extraordinary trouble in her two ſucceed- 
ing labours, a pulmonary pthiſis enſued, which 


te-minated ſatally. 
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CASE CXXXI. 


g I\ Axnit, 1764, I was called by a midwife, to 
\ deliver the placenta in a woman at Lunsbown, who 
f had gone her full time, and been brought to-bed 
n three hours; ſhe flooded violently; and upon 
ve examination, I felt part of the placenta without 
ar fide the os internum ; which contracted the remain- 
-a- ing part, to ſuch a degree, that, notwithſtanding 
but the kemorrkage might have been ſuppoſed to have 
t- W rendered che parts leſs reſiſtible, I could not 
the Wpals my fingers above that part of it which 
preſented ; and therefore extracted as much of 
it as I could conveniently reach, and as 
the flooding did not increaſe, adminiſtered an 
opiate, and left the reſt to Nature; which fi- 
niſhed the buſineſs, by the total excluſion of 
the retained parts of the placenta in a few hours 


aker, and the woman gradually recovered. 
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CASE CXXXII. 


| Mu H — L. was delivered Fesruany 1, 
1766; ſhe had an caſy natural labour, and was 
brought to-bed of the child by herſelf; but a 
midwife being ſent for about an hour afterwards, 
ſhe tried to deliver the placenta by pulling hard at 
the ſtring, which ſoon ſeparated and came away: 
in this dilemma I was ſent for, and uſed every 
gentle means in my power to bring down the 
placenta; but they wete ineffectual: the next day 
I tried again, and was equally un ſucceſsful: on 
the following day, her friends being very unealy, 
T made a third trial; but with no better ſuccels: 
the patient, all this time, was not in the leall ill, 
except now and then, that ſhe complained ol 
ficknels and nauſea : on the ſourth day the / 


4 1 | 
cenla came away of uſcll, as ſhe was uſing the 


chatube 


del 


U 
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chamber pot, and had not the leaſt offenſive 
ſmell ;, ſhe was a healthy young woman, had 
borne five children: in her firſt labour, at the 
aze of fifteen, ſhe underwent much ſeverity and 
pain for three days and nights ſucceſſively; 
and was at length delivered of a dead child, 
with the crotchet, by an eminent Max- 
Mipwirz, in the Boxoucn; but in all her la- 
bours, except this, the placenta had always ſepa- 
rated with great facility. — August, 1777, having 
gone her full time, in her eighth pregnancy, ſhe 
was ſuddenly attacked with labour pains, and 
delivered before any aſſiſtance could be procured. 
From the large fize of the child, its birth was 
attended with a laceration of the perineum, which 
extended to the vagina: and, although every 
common relief was tried, I underſtand 2 gan- 
zrene enſued, and the parts ftill remain in 3 
fitubous ſtate, beyond the poſſibility of relief, 
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CASE CXXXIII. 


Azovr ſeven in the evening of August, 
13, 1769, at the deſire of her huſband, I viſited 
a young woman, who had been ſuddenly ſeized 
with labour pains, and delivered of Twins before 
he ſet off for me: I was with her in little more 
than an hour after her delivery, and found both the 
Placenta unexcluded ; after ſeparating each of the 
firings, and ſecuring them in the uſual manner; 
1 found one of the placenta's in the vagina, and 
taking hold of its edge with my finger and thumb, 


very eaſily delivered it; but the other appeared 


firmly and immoveably detained by the contrac- 


tion of the os uteri; the mother of the paticit 
expreflied much apprchenſion and terror at this 
circumitunce ; but as I found no very urpent 
ſymptoms of diſtreſs, I withſtood all her remon- 
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ſtrances, and left the patient under the peaceful 
influence of an opiate, not doubting but the ſe- 
paration would be ſafely effefted by the ſponta- 
neous contractions of the uterus ; but this not be- 


ing ſatisſactory to her mother, another Practi- 


tioner was called in to the patient; who like- 
wiſe finding the os inlernum firmly contracted, no 
flooding, or other bad ſymptom likely to ſuper- 
vene, very judiciouſly declined making uſe of 
force: although any violence he might have 
offered for the extraction of the remaining placenta 
would have been held in a pardonable light by 
this prejudiced and ignorant woman, who har- 
raſſed him exceedingly with her importunities ; 
the patient was delivered on the evening of 
the third day, after her delivery of the re- 
tained placenta, by the flow and ſilent ef- 
forts of nature, without ſulfering any one de- 
gree of inconvenience whatever, except a flight 
nauſea, which I believe almoſt invariably ariſes 
from the unuſual protraction of the placenta: it 
was the more remarkable, that ſo ſtrong a con- 
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traction of the uterus ſhould take place in this 
inſtance, as the patient was naturally of a Jax 
habit, and bad always been ſubject to proſuſe, 
painſul, and frequent menſtruations : inſomuch, 
that I have been often conſulted, and been obli- 
ged to aſſiſt her with tonics, flyptics, and opiates, 
Speaking of painful menſtruation, Mr. Hamitrow 
oblerves, that it chiefly happens to women of a 
delicate nervous habit, and to women of faſhion ; 
and, that thoſe of a lower clafs, who are inurcd 
to hard labour, are ſeldom obſerved to ſuffer at 
theſe times, unleſs from a difeafed flate of the 
uterus, In Cafes of this ſort, he recommends 
half a graw, or a grain of opium, to be taken 
evening and morning till the menf/lrual period is 
over; the binding quality of che opiate is to be 
covi:terated by the uſe of gentle laxatives or 
clyſters: he adds, however, that theſe indut- 
gencies ſhould be allowed only upon emergeys 


cies, as they are with difficulty left off. 
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| CASE CXXXIV. 


a 

; ON DzcruszEz, the 22d, 1770, I was called 
d to a woman who had been delivered many hours; 
It and the midwife informed me, that ſhe had uſed 
ie all her endeavours to bring away the aſter- bur- 


ls then, but it was entirely out of her power; and, 
en that the laſt time of her trying, by pulling rather 
is too forcibly at the ſunis, it had given way, and 
be broke off: upon examination, I found the 65 
or internum ſo much contracted, that it would have 
OY been both dangerous and difficult to have intro- 
duced the hand; and as. there was no very 
urgent ſymptoms, I rather choſe to adminiſter 
an opiate for the preſent, and ſubmit the buſineſs 
to nature: on the following day I called on ber 
again, found ſhe had paſſed a very eaſy night 
and 
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and on examining, perceived the internal orifice 
leſs rigid and more dilated, and the edge of the 
placenta protruding through it, when I aſſured her 
of her ſaſety; and, that it was a caſe, in which 
nature of herſelf would ſucceed, preſcribed her 
another opiate in the evening, and beſore the next 
morning the placenta was expelled in her ſlcep. 
On the ſixth day after her delivery ſhe was ſeized 

with a diarrhaa, which for many days proved 
obſtinate ; but at length gave way, and was ſub- 
dued by the power of opium, given to the quan- 
tity of four grains a day; and her recovery was 


attended with no other impediment, 
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CASE CXXXV. 


Is the courſe of the following month, about 
nine o'clock in the evening, I was defired to go to 
the Wife of a Brickmaker; where the midwife, 
by having too haſtily pulled at the chord, had en- 
tirely ruptured it from the placenta; I inlinuated 
my hand, properly lubricated, as ſhe laid on her 
hde, and found part of the placenta protruded into 
the vagina; the preſenting portion was much torn, 
and came away eaſily; but the uterus was ſo ſtrongly 
contracted about the rematning part, that as 
there appeared no immediate neceſſity for forcible 
dilatation, I judged it moſt proper to adminifter 
an opiate, and leave the deciſion to nature; the 
woman was of a remarkably ſtrong conſtitution ;; 
the reſted pretty well all that night and the fol- 
lowing day ; but the next night ſhe was ſuddenly 


ſeized 
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ſeized with nauſea and yomiting, upon which 
my attendance was again required; but before 
I arrived her ſickneſs had abated, and ſhe 
told me, that a few moments before ſhe 
had ſuddenly felt ſomething come away from 
her; which, upon examination, we were well 
pleaſed to find the refidue of the placenta; and 
the woman afterwards recovered, without any 
material interruption: ſhe has ſince had ſeveral 
eaſy and natural labours, and in every one the 
placenta has been always expelled, without any 
trouble, in a few minutes after the delivery of 
the children. 
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CASE CXXXVI. 


Ox Novus the 1ſt, 1771, a poor wo- 
man, who wanted two months of her reckon- 
ing, was ſuddenly ſeized with violent pains, and 
forcing downwards ; ſhe ſent for a midwife, who 
ſoon delivered the child; but in attempting 
to obtain the placenta had ruptured the ſtring, 
and left the placenta behind: after waiting about 
fix hours, and finding the after-pains inſufficient 
to procure the diſcharge, I was ſent for, and 
found the woman under much diſtreſs of 
mind, and flooding copioully: I thereupon 
took the adyantage of her poſition, and the os 
internum being ſufficiently open, introduced 
my hand into the uterus, and as the placenta was 
altogether detached, cautioully brought it down, 
and extracted it whole; the flooding ſoon after | 
Nopped, 
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ſtopped, and the woman had a very flow reco- 
very. About two years after this the ſame wo- 
man was taken in labour at her full time, and 
delivered by a midwife of a very ſtout child; 
but there was again a retention of the placenta; 
which, I am well informed by the Gentleman 
who attended her throughout the whole caſe, did 
not come away till the thirteenth day after her 
delivery, and then in a very ſetid and highly pu- 
trid ſtate; the patient, the whole time, was 


more or leſs harraſſed with ſickneſs at the flo- 


mach, anxiety at the pracordia, and griping in 
the belly; her pulle was remarkably hard and 
full, ſhe had frequent fluſhings in her face; was 
often delirious; and died of a putrid fever and 


flux on the twentieth day aſter her delivery. 
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CASE CXXXVIL. 


COMMUNICATED 


INA LETTER TO THE LATE 
DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


AucusT 31, 1771, 


% DEAR SIR, 


. F.uzazra MIDDLETON 

e miſcarried in the ſeventh month of her preg- 
* nancy; in two hours after which I was called 
to her: endeavours had been uſed to diſengage 
* the placenta, but without ſucceſs; and in theſe 
attempts the ſunis was ruptured, and torn away; 

* the had flooded from the firſt, and the mor- 

rage being now increaſed to a very dangerous 

degree, I endeavoured by the moſt gradual 


© dilatation to introduce my band into the ute- 
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rus; 
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* rus; but, to my aſtoniſhment, found that it 
was conſtringed in the middle like a ſand 
* glaſs, and obſtinately reſiſted every attempt 
* which I could make to that purpoſe ; the J. 
* morrhage continued ; cold ſweats ; convulſions ; 
and deliria ſupetvened; and the poor woman 
* died in leſs than half an hour after I came into 
the room, Your opinion of this fatal event, will 


* be eſteemed a freſh obligation conferred on, 


« Yours, &c.“ 


THE ANSWER, 
« DEAR SIR, 


RY A S a flooding preceded the de- 


« livery, dangerous conſequences might have been 
expected from forcibly extrafting the placenta; it 
© was a precipitate meaſure, by which the hamor- 


rage moſt probably was much increaſcd: in ſuch 
« calc 
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4 caſes, 1 have often allowed an hour, ſome- 
t « times an hour and a half, and without the 
« ſymptoms are urgent, this will always be found 
n « the ſafeſt way. It is an idle prejudice, which 
« obtains in reſpect to the retention of the Ha- 
ö % genta: in moſt caſes, it is much fafer, that it 
” « ſhould entirely be left to nature, than to riſque 
jt the dangers which attends its forcible extraction; 
i and yet it is often very diſagreeable to ſubmit 
« its excluſion to nature; but it muſt be remem- 
« bered, that in great force, there is more than 
« proportionable danger of doing injury to the 
«* uterus: the medium between theſe two ex- 


tremes, if any, will perhaps be found the beſt 


** guide to our practice, 


© Jam, &c. 


je- P. S. The conſtriction of the uterus was a 


moſt ſingular occurrence indeed. In prema- 
' ture births, great difficulty often attends the 
' excluſion of the placenta. Was your patient un- 
Vol. II. D d healthy 
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healthy during geſtation? And I ſhould be glad 
* to know if her labour was haſty, or flow and 
„ lingering ?'—To which I replied : “ That 
« ſhe was naturally ſubje& to hyſteric affec- 
tions; had been very ſickly and bad through- 
„out the whole of her pregnancy; and had a 


very quick labour,” 
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CASE CXXXVIII. 


A POOR unhappy woman was taken in 
labour of her fourth child, in the workhouſe of 


this town, on the ſecond of SerTEmBER, 1775; 


the caſe was uncommonly ſlow and tedious ; for 
after the membranes had broke, and the head was 
advanced into the middle of the pelvis, ſhe un- 
derwent a ſeries of ſharp pains, for ſeveral hours, 
before it was delivered: after waiting near an 
hour for the ſeparation of the placenta, I made 
uſe of ſome little pulling force at the ſunis; but 
as there were no ſigns of its diſcharge, I introdu- 
ced my finger along the funis to the os internum ; 
which was ſo ſtrongly contracted as not to admit 
the point of my finger, and the uterus had ſhrunk 


itlelf into the form of a pouch: not chooſing to 


make uſe of any violent efforts, as there appear- 
: Dd 2 ed 
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ed no immediate danger, I adminiſtered an opi— 
ate, and leſt the placenta, in hopes that nature 
would bring about its delivery, with leſs danger 
than might attend a manual extraQion ; the patient 
ſlept well that night ; but the next day I was haſtily 
called to her, and found her flooding violently ; 
there now ſeemed an abſolute neceſſity of bring- 
ing away the placenta, and, as ſhe had a pendu— 
lous belly, I placed her on her knees for that 
purpole ; and by the direction of the chord calily 
found the os internum, which was more relaxed, 
and I gradually dilated it; firſt, by introducing one 
finger, than another, and ſo on, till my whole 
hand had got admiſſion into the uterus: I paſſed 
ſeveral coagula of blood, and found the Place 
ſtrongly adhering to the ſundus uteri: 1 moved 


my fingers round the placenta, and endeavoured to 


detach it as gently as poſſible ; but it was ſo very 
tender, that it broke away from the touch, and, 
upon withdrawing my hand, I was only able 
to bring away ſo much of it as 1 could 


graſp between my fingers: I was about '0 
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make another attempt; but the woman was 


ſeized with convulſions, and before any thing 


more could be done, the pulſe ſunk, cold ſweats 


came on, and ſhe expired. In this caſe, even 
thoſe who are advocates for introducing the 
hand, to bring away the placenta as ſoon as the 
child is delivered, muſt, I think, have been 
equally unſucceſsful; for, although it might 
have been poſſible to have made way for the 
hand by forcible dilatation, from the ſtrong ad- 
heſion of the placenta to the fundus uteri, and 
its tender texture, it is moſt probable, the cafe 


would then have proved fatal, 


1 $90 ] 
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CASE CXXXIX. 


N 


m 
Ix Juxx, 1780, I was called to the wife of þ 


RIchARD Woopen, of this place; ſhe was near 


forty years of age, and in labour of her fixth 4 
child; the membranes and waters opened the «© 4; 
uteri in a very flow manner; at length, the pains * 
forced them down lower and lower, till the nen- eff 
branes gave way, and the head was delivered; I EY 
was obliged to have recourſe to ſome degree of fla 
firength in bringing along the ſhoulders, but _ 
had no farther difficulty with the child; after Wit 
waiting more than an hour for the ſeparation of the 
the placenta, in time of a pain I began to make * 
uſe of a little pulling force, but without the de- ein 
fired effect: upon examining into the ſtate of the the 
os internum, I found it contracted into ſo ſmall a wa, 


ſpace, that it was 1eally ſurprizing how it could 
happcu 


3 
happen ſo ſoon, aſter having undergone ſuch 
great extenſion; as no urgent ſymptoms ap- 


peared, I thought it beſt to give the patient an 


; opiate, and leave the ſeparation of the placenta 


to the ſpontaneous contractions of the uterus ; 
ſne paſſed a pretty good night; but as I was 
much importuned to make the extraction of the 
placenta, I made ſome efforts to that purpoſe, but 
to no effect; for the os internum remained ſo 
cloſely contraQted, that it would have been both 
difficult and dangerous to have attempted the di- 
latation of it: on the fourth day I made another 
eſſay, but to no better purpoſe than before: on 
the ſixth day the ſunis came away in a putrid 
ſlate; the os internum was (till cloſely contracted : 
on the ſeventh, the poor woman was ſeized 
with rigours and delirium ; ſhe had a clyſter in 
the evening, and proper medicines preſcribed, 
but her ſtomach rejected both ſood and medi- 
cine; ſhe was convulſed and reſtleſs all through 
the night; the pulſe was weak and quick ; ſhe 
was attacked with a ſubſultus : on the eighth day a 

D d 4 | ſingul- 
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fingultus and ſyncope came on; the pulſe waz 
almoſt imperceptibly low; ſoon loſt in a tre- 
mulous flatter; and the paticnt died with the 
ſecundines totally unexcluded. 


( 
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CASE CXL. 


Soon after the above Caſe, I was ſent for 
by a Surgeon who was attending a woman in 
labour of her third child; the os tince, he ac- 
quainted me, had opened in a flow and gradual 
manner, and the delivery had been eaſy and na- 
tural ; but it was now full two hours ſince the 
birth of the child, and the placenta was ſo immov- 
ably faſt, that he had no doubt of its adheſion 
to ſome part of the uterus; he had ſeveral times 
tried the common methods of pulling at the fu- 
nts, and directing the patient to bear down ; but 
all in vain! and the patient beginning to flood, 
he deſired I might be called in: it was but 
right to acknowledge the propriety with which 
this Gentleman had conducted the labour; and 
as the patient bad a pendulous belly, I recum- 


mended 


| 
i$ 
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mended her poſition to be on her back, with her 
breech ſomewhat elevated above her ſhoulders, 
and gently introducing my hand into the uterus, 
found the placenta lightly adhering to its fore. 
part; I eaſily ſeparated it from its adheſion with 
my fingers, and ſoon effected the total extradlion 
of it; the flooding, which had been only inci- 
pient, ſoon ſtopped, and the woman had a 
pretty good recovery. MARCEAu, in his di. 
rections to extract the placenta when the ſtring 13 
broke, mentions a Caſe, wherein the midwiſe 
pulled the womb near the inner orifice, inſtead 
of the burthen, which was behind: but when 
ſhe perceived all her endeavours vain, not with- 
out making the poor woman ſuffer extremely, ſhe 
yielded her up to him, conſeſſing her incapacity : 
although ſhe had vaunted before, that ſhe was 


more ſkilful in her art than any Surgeon; by 


which it ſeems, ſays the Tranſlator of our Au- 


thor, that midwives, in other counties, as well 


as {ome in ENGLAND, have this pernicious va- 


nity: He alſo gives us another Caſe, wherein he 


was called to a poor woman, whom he helped 


thice 


1 995 | 

three days after ſhe was delivered, being half 
gone, and attended by a Midwife; he found the 
patient in continual pain all over her belly, which 
held her like throcs of another travail, voiding 
black homours, extremely ſtinking and offenſive ; 
with which ſhe had alſo great pain in her head, 
and a fever; which, in a ſhort time, he fays, 
would, without doubt, have augmented, if he 
had not preſently fetched away what remained ; 
wherefore, having enquired of the perſons preſent 
in the chamber, how ſhe was delivered, and when ; 
he was informed, not yet three whole days; but, 
that the Midwiſe not being able to fetch all, did 
only bring away ſome ſmall pieces of the bur- 
then ; and told them, that they need not be 
troubled at what remained; perſuading them that 
it would come away of itſelf, and that nothing 
more was needful but patience : Our Author ob- 
lerves, that the Midwife was not ſo much to be 
blamed, for not having delivered this woman, as 
ſhe was in not acquainting her, that ſhe needed 
more help, when {ſhe found that it was beyond 
her {kill : after this information, having palied 


O 
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two of his fingers into the vagina, he found the 
0s interuum almoſt quite cloſed: into which, 
however, he got his fore finger, and by moving 
it to and again, without taking it awav, dilated 
it ſo as to introduce another finger; with which 
two alone, being not able to get in the reſt, he 
brought away three pieces of the aſter-birch, of 
the bigneſs of a walnut, which were left behind, 
taking them one after the other with his two fin- 
gers, as crabs do when they gripe any ching with 
one of their forked claws; by which means, in 
a ſmall time, he totally delivered the woman; 
who, immediately after, ſelt no more pain, and 
ſoon recovered. Vide Diox1s, chap. 5. and 
DavenreR, chap. 28,—CHarMaAN gives the caſe 
of a woman, he once delivered; where one child 
was born by the natural pains, and the placenta 
would very eaſily have followed, had he not 
paſſed up his hand to prevent the uterus from 
cloſing, and thereby diſcovered an emaciated 
child, and its diſlinct placenta, which he found, 
and immediately brought away; without which 


alſiſlance, he obſeryes, ſhe would, in all proba- 
bilitr, 
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bility, have been put to reſt with an emaciated 
child in her womb: to the ſame author, we are 
alſo obliged for the caſe of an after-birth retain - 
ed, and extracted five days after delivery ; the 
firing had been broke off by the attempts of the 
Midwife; he found the mouth of the womb ſo 
much contracted, as but juſt to allow of two 
fingers: but, by degrees, he introduced a third, 
and at length his whole hand; he then perceived 
that the placenta adhered to the uterus, in its 
whole breadth; which was the reaſon there had 
been no flooding, and but few of the lochia, 
which retention had cauſed a very unkind fort of 
a fever: he ſeparated the placenta from the uterus 
gently with his fingers, and ſo brought it 
away with his hand; and, by proper medicines 
and care, the woman recovered beyond all hopes : 
In another caſe, the patient was ſo nearly ex- 
hauſted, that he expected her every moment 
to expire; yet he went up into the uterus by 
the direction of the ſtring, and ſeparated 
the remaining part of the burthen, and brought 
it away; which done, the flooding ſoon ſlop- 
ped, yet ſhe remained in a doubtful lute, as 


o 
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to life or death; but by proper cordials, and ; 


regimen, after ſome time, the patient recovered 
her health and ſpirits. —GrrrarD has the fol. 
lowing Caſes of retained placente. In Cale xxiii, 
after having performed the delivery with his eu- 
tractor, he found the placenta adhering to the 
uterus; which he gently divided with the ends 
of his fingers, and delivered it. In xxxi. the 
child was born, and the placenta left behind; the 
Midwiſe had, in vain, made many attempts to 
deliver it; and as the fetus had been long born, 
he thought no more time ought to be loſt ; and 
therefore immediately paſſed up one hand (with 
the other taking hold of the ſtring below, which 
ſtill remained fix to the placenta) and found 
part of the burthen much torn, and protruded 
out of the uterus into the vagina; but the greater 
part remaining in the uterus, the inner orifice 
was ſo much contracted, that at firſt he could 
ſcarce put up the ends of his two fore-fingers; 
but, after ſome time, he dilated it ſo much, that 


he was able to paſs his hand, and ſeparate |! 


with the ends of his fingers, and, at length, 
| l 


in 


10 


thi 
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he brought it out. In xxxiv. he was called to a 
woman, where the child was born, but the pla- 
centa was left behind, the Midwife not being 
able to fetch it: the vagina was filled with clots 
of blood, which he immediately brought away, 
and then paſſed his hand to the os internum, 
which he found much contracted: in endeavour- 
ing to draw out the placenta with the ſtring, he 
found it ſtuck to the uterus; he therefore paſſed 
his hand up within the vagina, gently dilating 
the os internum; and then, with the euds of his 
fingers, ſeparated the placenta (taking care not to 
hurt the womb with his nails, or ends of his 
fingers) and brought it away; but as the bur- 
then was in part ſeparated from the uterus be- 
fore he came, a large quantity of blood was ex- 
trayaſated in the vagina and womb, by which 
the poor woman was become yery faint: how- 
ever, by the uſe of proper cordials, the com- 
plaint went off, and ſhe rcovered very faſt, 
In Ixxii. the child was born half an hour before 
he was ſent for, and the Midwife was not able 
to extract the flaucenia; which, upon paſſing his 
| band, 


1 4⁰⁰ 
hand, he found, in part, ſeparated from ths 
womb, and lying againſt the os internum, and 
the other part adhering; the os internum was 
much contracted, which gave him ſome diff. 
culty in bringing away the placenta; the patient 
was ſo weak and low, he was afraid ſhe would 
have died before he, could have finiſhed his 
work, ſhe having Joſt a great quantity of blood, 
occaſioned by the ſeparation of the placenta, and 
its remaining in the uterus: as ſoon as the after- 
burthen was brought away, the flooding ſtopped, 
the womb immediately contracting itſelf; by which 
the mouths of the veſſels were ſo compreſſed 
that the blood could not paſs through them, 
and by proper care afterwards the patient was 
ſaved. 
of two children, the one about twelve o'clock 
that day, and the other about two hours belore 


In Ixxiv, the woman had been delivered 


he was ſent for; he found the woman very weak, 


and her pulſe low from a great loſs of blood; 


he immediately took hold of the ſtrings of both 


the burthens, and twiſting them about the fin- 


gers of one hand, paſſed up the other to the in. 
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| ner orifice, which was ſo much contracted, that 


he could not readily get it in; but having di- 
lated the os znternum with his fingers, in a ſhort 
time he paſſed up his whole hand, and found 
one placenta cloſely adhering to the uterus, which 
he gently ſeparated with the ends of his fingers, 
and drawing it forwards, it came away: he went 
in ſearch of the other placenta, and finding it 
ſtuck like the former, he took the ſame method, 
and readily brought that away, her flooding im- 
mediately ſtopped ; but from her great loſs of 
blood ſhe was very faint, and ſwooned away ſe- 
veral times: however, in leſs than an hour, her 
pulſe began to beat ſtrong again, and ſhe gra- 
dually recovered. In Ixxv. about three days be- 
fore he was called to deliver the woman laſt 
mentioned, the placenta was left, a woman 
had been delivered of one child; but ſhe 
was ſo weak, that he was afraid ſhe would 
ave expired before he could have done his 
ork; for her pulſe was fo low, that he could 
ot perceive the leaſt motion or vibration ; ſhe 


jad cold clammy ſweats, and ſeveral ſyncopes ; 
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ſo, that he expected her death every moment, of la 
which he acquainted her huſband, and others, pl 
preſent. The buſineſs being wholly left to his 


conduct, he knew of no other alternative, than in 
to immediately bring away the placenta, and ac- * 
cordingly paſſed his hand through the vagina WC 
into the uterus; where he found it, partly tal 
ſeparated, and partly adhering ; he therefore ſe- ha 
parated it in the uſual manner, and brought it all tru 
away with the membranes; the flooding flopped, thi 
yet ſhe remained in a doubtful ſtate, as to life or it 
death, for, at leaſt, two hours, often fainting ſoo 
away; ſhe had cold ſweats, very little or no was 
pulſe, and very great reſtleſſneſs; ſo, that he ” 

was again apprehenſive that ſhe would have died rud 
every moment; he ordered her wine and other flac 
cordials, till the pulſe began to riſe ; the coding 
ſweats went off, and her extreme parts became * 
warm again: after which ſhe gradually recovered ſwee 
her ſtrength and ſpirit, - In Caſe Ixxix. the 5 pail 
centa was left behind, after. the delivery, about f * 
an hour and a half before he came; the os inter- #; 

an 


num was contracted about the burthen ; he di 
lated 


[ 493 ) 
lated it in a ſhort time, and brought away the 
placenta; but, notwithſtanding all his care after- 
wards, the patient lived but till the next morn- 
ing two o'clock. In the ſame year, he viſited a 
patient, whoſe placenta was left behind in the 
womb after delivery, and found it had been re- 
tained ſome hours; whereupon he paſſed up his 
hand into the vagina, and found it in part pro- 
truded into it, and paſſing his hand forward 
through the os internum and uterus, to examine if 
it adhered to the latter, he found it looſe, and 
ſoon brought it away. In Caſe Ixxxviii, the child 
was born; and the Midwife, upon endeavouting 
to fetch the placenta, had pulled the firing too 
rudely, and broke it off; from whence, and the 
placenta's remaining in the uterus, a large flood- 
ing enſued; ſo, that when he came, the poor 
woman was very weak, and laboured under cold 
ſweats and faintings ; he, therefore, immediately 
palled up his hand into the vagina, and found 
part of the burthen protraded into, and lying, 


in the paſſage; the inner orifice was kept open, 


and the uterus ſomewhat diſtended by the pla- 
| Ee2 
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cenla; he took hold of the part of it which pg. 
truded, and drew it gently towards him; but 
finding it ſtuck above, he paſſed his hand up to 
the inner orifice, and ſomewhat dilated it; by 
which he diſengaged the placenta, and imme- 
diately brought it all away. In Caſe xci. the 
child was born, and the placenta left; the firing 
and membranes were {o contracted together, that 
they ſcemed to be another ſtring; he paſſed his 
hand into the vagina, and found the placente, 
in part, protruded into it, and with little dif- 
culty ſoon brought 1: away whole, In his next 
Caſe, he found the placenta left in the uterus, and 
the firing torn away; the os internum was very 
much cloſed and contracted, ſo that he could not 
readily paſs his hand beyond it into the uterus; 
which was ſo collapſed and contracted, that 
when he got his hand in, he could not 
readily move it; he endeavoured to take 
hold of the placenta, but it tore; and nd 
being able to get it whole, for fear of injuiing 
the womb, he thought it moſt adviſcable to leave 
its remains to nature. In Caſe cvi. he delivered 


the child with his extractor ; the placer'a ſtuck, and 
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he was obliged to paſs his hand up to the very 


. bottom of the womb, and ſeparate it with the ends 
„or his fingers, before he could obtuin it. In cvii. 
by the Midwife had brought forth the child, 
A but, by pulling too rudely, had broke the 
" firing off near to the placenta; he, with much 
15 difficulty, dilated the os internum, and found 
* the placenta cloſely adhering to the fundus 
lus F : 

uteri; he endeavoured at a ſeparation; but, 
E as in the former caſe, could do no more, 
= than bring a part of it by piece-meal, and 
den ne remnants of it were obliged to be ſubmit- 
" ted to the cleanſings. In cix. the placenta was 
ei Wick after the miſcarriage of a fetus, about five 
7" months old; the ſtring, which was {mall and 
"" Wicnder, had been broke off by the Midwife; the 
* oman flooded, and he found the placenta, in 
* part protruded out of the os internum, and ſtop- 
take . 

ping up the ſaine; he took hold of the protru- 
F King parts between his fingers, and drew it gently 
an dutwards ; by which method, the part remaining 
1 In che womb, and which ſtopped up the os in- 
bl Eeg ternum, 


be 
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ternum, readily followed, and the flooding ſlop· 


ped. Cale cxiii, contains an account of a de- 
livery of three children, and the after-burthens 
left behind: in her endeavours to extract them, 
the Midwife had broke off two of the ſlring;, 
and had left the woman in this condition: ano. 
ther Midwife was ſent for; but ſhe would not 


attempt the bringing them away, fearing the poor 


{ 
woman ſhould die, and her death be laid at her | 
door; ſo, that when he came he found the wo- | 
man in the agonies of death, and flooding very J 
faſt : finding the burthen partly protruded into f 
the vagina, he immediately brought it out, l 
and cleared the womb of all the clods of extra- : 
vaſated blood: upon which the flooding ſtop-ill = 
ped; but the poor woman's blood and fpurits - 
were ſo much exhauſted before, that ſhe expired 6 
in leſs than an hour afterwards, Caſe cxis, q 
here the placenla was left, and adhered clolely 5 
to che ſundus uteri; he ſtrove to looſen it wich : 
the ends of his fingers, beginning at that pat 5 
where it adhered leaſt; yet, after much pas 


and irouble could only bring it by piecemeal, t 
adherd 
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adhered ſo ſtrongly to the uterus, and, at laſt, 
ſome ſmall remains were left; which he judged 
to be of much leſs danger, than tearing or hurt- 
ing the uterus with the ends of his nails: obſet- 
ving, that in the firſt caſe, the remains generally 
come away with the cleanſings ; but iu the latter, 
great pain, inflammations, or other bad conſe- 
quences enfue, Cale cxxiv, here the placenta was 
leſt in the uterus; the patient was in a flooding 
ſtate, and ready to faint away; he found the 
placenta ſunk down, and lying againſt the 
0s internum, which was much contracted : how» 
ever he introduced his fingers beyond the placenta 
into the womb, brought it away, and in a ſhort 
time the flooding ſtopped. In cxxvii. the pla- 
centa was left, and the ſunis umbilicalis broke 
off; he paſſed his hand through the os internum, 
which was much contradted, and found the pla- 
centa ſo cloſely adhering to the womb, that he was 
at laſt obliged to bring it away piecemeal, 
and, at length, forced to leave ſome remnants ; 
which adhered ſo very cloſely to the uterus, that 
he could not remove them without danger of | 


Ecy hurting 
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hurting the womb; and they afterwards came 
away, without any great trouble, with the cleanſ- 
ings: In the following inſtance he was ſent for, 
to deliver an after-birth, which had been left 
half an hour by the Midwife; the woman [lood- 
ed very much, and he ſucceeded in the delivery 
by paſſing his hand through the os znternum, 
which was much contracted, and bringing 
away the placenta, In Cale cxxxiv, the Mid- 
wife had delivered the child about half an 
hour before he came, but could not bring the 
placenta; ſhe had pulled by the ends of the 
ſtring which hung out, and ſo had very nearly 


broke it cloſe off to the placenta; for, upon his 


pulling it very gently, it broke, and came away; 


the. woman had loſt a large quantity of blood: 
he immediately paſſed his hand up to the os in- 
ternum, which he found much contracted, and 
cloſely embracing part of the placenta, which 
was forced down below it ; but the much larger 
part remained in the uterus, which he had ſome 


difficulty to get his hand into, to examine 


whether it adhered, and to get his fingers beyond 
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it to the ſundus; which, when he had eſſected, 


he ſeparated it where it ſtuck, and drew it out 


with his hard; whereupon the flooding immec - 


ately ſiopped. Caſe cxxxviii. here he found the 
placenta wholly ſeparated from the wterus, and 


partly protruded without the os fincæ into the va- 


gina, which was cloſely contracted around it; 
and he brought-at away in half a minute's time, 
to the ſurprize of the by-ſtanders ; as the 
Midwife had before made many trials to 
that purpoſe, without any effect at all. In Caſe 
cxlviii, the child was born, and part of the 
placenta brought away, and part remained 1n the 
ulerus; he paſſed up one hand into the vagina. 
which he found wholly ſtopped up with clots of 
blood, which he removed, and then paſſed his 
hand almoſt to the ſundus, and there met with 
the remainder of the placenta; which was cloſely 
compreſſed with the uterus: on his firſt endea- 
vour it broke in his hand, he therefore paſs'd_ 
his hand to the uppermoſt part of it, where he 
found it wholly looſened from the fundus utert ; 
but the werus was cloſely contracted about it, 
which 


[ 40 ] 


which was the only cauſe of its being retained; aud 


paſſing his fingers between the placenta and the | 
Fundus uteri, he readily brought it into his hand, ; 
and drew it all out. In clvi. the child was bonn, : 
but the Midwife could not bring the placenta | 


away; he therelore immediately pailed up his 
hand into the vagina, and found the os internun 
very much contracted; the child being prottu- 
ded about an hour before, he had ſome difficulty 
to dilate it again, to paſs his hand, and fetch 
the placenia; but, at length, he effected it, and 
brought it out with the membranes, which before 
contained the child. In clxxv. upon being ſent 
for, in this caſe, to deliver the placenta, he 
found, that in the Midwife's attempting to fetch 


the placenta, ſhe had broke the ſtring: upon 


touching, he found one end of it hanging out 


beyond the labia; and, as he was not before 


told that the ſtring was broke away, he took hold l 
of the end that hanged out, deſigning to paſs lu * 
hand by that direction into the ulerus; but be be 
found that it came readily away, and ſoon pet- * 


ccived what the Midwife had been abaut; lic 
| had 


TJ 
had thruſt up the funis umbilicalis into the vagina, 
in hopes that he would have pulled at it imme- 
diately, and fo ſhould have concluded that he 
himſelf had broke it: he rebuked her for her 
deſigned impoſition, and after much difficulty, 
the os internum and the uterus being much con- 
tracted, paſſed up his hand, and brought away 
the placenta; whereupon the flooding, which be- 
fore attended the woman, ſoon flopped. Caſe 
clxxvi. here the child was born about an hour 
before he came, and the Midwife, in attempting to 
bring away the placenta, had inverted the uterus, 
with the placenta adhering to the fundus, hanging 
out beyond the labia; there was a great profuſion 
of blood, and the woman was dead before he 
came, In clxxx. the child was born; but 
the Midwife, in pulling the navel ftring too 
rudely, had broke it off near to the placenta, 
which was leſt in the womb: as ſoon as he came 
to her, he paſſed his hand up into the vagina, 
where he found the placenta entirely ſeparated 


irom the uterus, and partly protruded into the 


vagina; ſo, that he readily brought it away, and 
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in ſo ſhort a time, that the people that were pre. 
ſent were greatly ſurprized. In Caſe cxciv. lie 
was ſent for about two o'clock in the morning to 
a woman; where the Midwife, after ſhe had 
brought forth the child, in attempting to pull away 
the placenta, had broke off the firing near to it: 
he immediately paſſed up his hand into the va— 
gina; where he found one part of the placenta 
| protruded beyond the os internum (the whole was 
entirely ſeparated from the uterus;) but the other 
part of it was retained by the contraction of the 
os inlernum and the uterus; the woman had loſt 
a large quantity of blood by the burden's being 
ſeparated from the womb ; he therefore took 
hold of it between his four fingers and thumb, 
and immediately drew it out, together with the 
membranes ; upon which the flooding ſoon ſtop- 
ped. Caſe ccvii. here the Midwife had delivered the 
child ; but not being able to obtain the placenta, 
alter many endeavours left the woman, telling 
her it would come away of itſelf; and, that ſhe 
had known it retained fourteen days without auy 
inconveniency; but as this was a dodrine our 


author 
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zuthor was a ſtranger to, he immediately paſſed 
che two fore ſingers of his leſt hand into the va- 
gina, where he met with part of the placenta 
protruded beyond the os internum, and ſunk into 
the vagina; and as the ſunis was not broke off, 
by the direction of that he paſſed two fore fingers 
of one hand up to the placenta, and by their 
help, and gently pulling at the chord with his 
other hand, it readily came away whole, with 
the membranes. In his laſt Cafe of this kind, 
the Midwife had delivered the child; but by 
pulling too rudely at the flring had broke it off 
clole to the placenta; which ſhe could not bring 
away, although ſhe had tried, for, at leaſt, an 
hour: upon paſſing up his hand, he found part of 
the placenta protruded into the vagina, and the os 
internum cloſely contracted about the other part 
of it: an the part protruded was tore, and 
almoſt ſeparated from the other, ſo that it came 
away upon taking hold of it; this he drew oat, 
and repalled his hand, and endeavoured to di- 
late the os internum, and bring away the remain- 
der, with the membranes and coa zulated blood; 


but, 
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but, notwithſtanding all his endeavours, he ua dif 
obliged to leave ſome ſmall part of it. Vide Po. WM 
ral, Obl. 14. 47. 33. & 65. — LA Morrs preſents Wh ;;n 
us with two Caſes, where the women were deli- Ne 
vered by themſelves, and remained ſome hours aui 
in that flate, with the placenta's undelivered, N 


without receiving any injury from their deten- 


lon 
tion. Healſo mentions a certain Counteſs, who reg; 
was brought to-bed above two hours before he e 
could come to her: he found the child fill Rott 
holding by the ſtring, the placenta not being de- ¶ brea 
tached, and the circulation was very perceptible; ¶ bun 
ſhe would not ſuffer any one to touch her: and Noi 
it was lucky, he ſays, that he came ſo ſoon as the 
he did, it being chree o'clock, and he was not Wſuffer 


hand 
Enifh 
placenta's, though theſe women had been brought Wſence 


to have been there till the evening; he had no 


more trouble than uſual in bringing away the 


to- bed long before he came: the ſtrings, he adds, died 
were as hot, or rather hotter, than the mother 0! Whave 
child, though nothing had been done to then, thor 
beſides keeping them in bed along with the child: Wave | 


one might, he concludes, have expected lone Hooſen 
difficulty 
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difficulty in bringing away theſe placenta's, on ac- 
count of the contraction which happens to the os 
t3 iince as ſoon as the child is born; which, how- 
ever, was not the caſe, In Obſ. cexcviii. the ſame 
3 author was fetched to a woman, whole placenta was 
d, left behind; the Midwife had pulled the chord a 
n- long time with a great deal of vialence, without 
ho WM regarding the blood pouring down from the 
he Wi #lacenta's being looſened in part, nor the ſhrieks 
till Wh of the patient; the chord, however, did not 
de- break: he ſlid his hand into the uterus, where he 
le; Wound the membranes and waters of another child, 
and Wh which he let out, and a hand preſented ; but as 
nasche paſſage was not taken up by it, he did not 


ſuffer it to come down lower, but carried on his 
hand to the feet; which he joined together, and 
bniſhed the delivery in an inſtant, in the pre- 
nce of above thirty people ; but the woman 
lied in twelve hours aftcr: it would, he thinks, 
have been very lucky for this woman, if the 
hord had broke; as the Midwife would then 
dave introduced her hand into the uterus, to 
volen away the placenta, having done it ſeveral 


times 


[ 416 J 
times before. Obſ. ccclii. he delivered a Lady, 
who had a fine labour; but the placenta was ſo 


large, that though it was looſe, he was forced to 
paſs his hand into the uterus to bring it away; 
which he attributed not for want of ſtrength in 
the navel ſtring, but on account of the ſudden 
contraction of the uterus. In his next Obſerva- 
tion, he delivered a Lady, whofe child came 
into the world in a very little time; but the þla- 
centa reſiſted againſt all the methods he could 
think of to bring it away, by means of the 
chord; which, though very large, and in ſpite 


of all the precautions he uſed broke, to its 


very root, though not of a pretty conſiderabie 


time; for, as there- was no hurry required, 
he acted with a great deal of gentleneſs, to pre- 
vent this accident : he then introduced his hand, 
which was the only method leſt; and as it ad- 
hered every where equally, he began to looſen 
it in its lower part, on the leſt fide between the 
uterus and membranes, holding his hand flat ways, 


its upper fide towards the wterus, and inſide to- 


wards the placenla; continuing to act, without 
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eny hurry, till it was detached in its full circum- 
ference, when he brought it out whole, with the 
membranes entire: he ſays, that in ſpite of all his 
care, he has ſeveral times inet with this accident of 
the ſtrings breaking. Obſ. cccliv, here he was con- 
cerned for a Lady, who had a very quick labour; 
but the placenta, whole ſtring was very ſmall, was 
a long while before it came away: he found, upon 
examination, that it was fixed in the hinder part of 


the ule/ us; whereupon he looſened it, and brought 


it out, with what clots of blood he could. In 


his following Caſe : the child was ſmall, and 
conſequently the chord could not be very ſtrong; 
he did what he could to bring out the pla- 
ena by it; but the contraction of the womb, 
immediately after the delivery of the child, was 
ſuch, as to prevent its excluſion ; and in its 
motion, ſo ſtrang, as to cauſe the ſtring to 
break: although, he obſerves, that he might 
be rather ſaid to hold, than pull it: with- 
out giving time to the uterus to cloſe entirely, 
be immediately paſſed in four fingers; by which 
means he looſened it, and having got it ſome- 

Vor. II. Ff what 
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ſomewhat lower, brought it out whole, by pinch. 
ing it between his thumb and four fingers. Ob/, 
ccclvi, The patient was: delivered of a little male n 
Jetus, about five inches long, and big in propor- d 
tion: he paſſed two fingers into the wtervs, MW 
looſened the placenta, aud brought it out be- WM «! 
tween his fingers. In his next Caſe; the pa- ye 
tient, upon making uſe of the pot, perceived MI ye 
ſomething fall into it; which was the waters, ¶ ccc 
followed by a little dead fetus; a moſt conſider- had 
able flooding enſued, occaſioned by the retention ¶ it w 
of the placenta, the chord of which was fo ſlender, W he 
that it could be of no ſervice to him in the e- Hedi 
traction: not being able to get in two fingers, he nit. 
made uſe of but one, carrying it all about in the of h. 
luck 


it, wi 


uterus, til! he had entirely detached it, and 
brought it out by the means of that finger, which he 
made crooked, and to ſerve as a blunt hook; the chere 
hæmorrhage ſtopt almoſt immediately: the blood pant o 
he ſays, had poured down in ſuch a quantity, thallpara 
this {lacenta, notwithſtanding its ſmallneſs, couleleaſe 
not be left in, without expoſing the woman onditi 


certain death, In Obſ. ccclviii. He was ſetcheq man 
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to a poor woman, who was brought to-bed at 
twelve at night; the navel- ring was broke, and 
the placenta left behind; he found the os tince 
cloſed, and very hard to dilate; but, at laſt, he 
ſucceeded in it, paſſed in his arm up to the 
elbow, and detached the p/acenta, which adhered 
very cloſely to the uterus; and the patient was fo 
well, as to be up again in three days time. In Obſ. 
ccclix. He was ſent for to a Farmer's Wife, who 
had been brought to-bed at twelve at night, and 
it was ſour in the afternoon when he came to her; 
he found the os uteri quite cloſed ; but dila- 
ed it notwithſtanding by degrees, enough to ad- 
mit of his fingers one after another: and, at laſt, 
of his whole hand, above the wriſt ; the placenta 
ſtuck to the wterus, as if it had been paſted to 
It, wichout being ſeparated in any one part: 
whereupon he began by the inferior and poſterior 
part of the uterus, and continued till it was quite 
leparated ; he then got it between his fingers, and 
eleaſed it, leaving the woman in a very good 
Obſ. ccclx. 
Oman, who had been brought to-bed above 
ET 


ondition, He was fetched to a 


twenty- 
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twenty-eight hours, and the placenta leſt behind: 
he did not find it ſo hard to dilate this os tince, | 
as in the foregoing woman; and he found occa- | 


ſion only to paſs his hand as high as the wriſt, | 


with which he ſeparated, and brought out, , 
whole, a very ſtinking placenta ; notwithſtanding 1 ; 
which, he ſays, the woman had ſuffered no in- . 
convenience from it, not even the head ach, 'R 
In the following Caſe; he delivered a woman mM 


of a placenta ; ſhe had been brought to-bed MF þ, 
two days, and the uterus being eaſily dilated, he MW .., 
had only occaſion for four fingers to bring it vi. 
away; but its ſmell was ſo intolerable, that he ing 
was forced to waſh his hands with vinegar ſeve- MW „h 
ral times before he could bear them ; ſhe had had 
a very ſharp head-ach, with hyſteric fits, which 
laſted her a few days longer before they lel: 
her, In Obſ. ccclxii. he had a great deal of! 


trouble with a woman, who had been brought 


to-bed twelve hours; the ſtring was broke at its a ,,. 
very root; ſhe would yield to neither prayers "TY 


nor threats, but, at laſt, conſented to be held by who, 


ſix women: the os uteri was very much cloſed; 
he 
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he made ſhiſt, by degrees, to get in his fingers 
one after another, and then his hand; he emp- 
tied away ſeveral clots of blood, before he at- 
tempted any thing upon the placenta; which was 
ſo adhering, as to make one body with the ute— 
rus; he went round it ſeveral times, without 
knowing where to begin; and fixed, at laſt, upon 
a part, and began to detach it; but ſhe made 
ſuch ſhrieks, and toſſed herſelf about in ſuch a 
manner, that ſhe forced him to take away his 
hand ſeveral times, and to bring away the pla- 
centa in above twenty pieces, having never met 
with one that adhered fo ſtrongly; notwithſtand- 
ing which, he ſays, he could have brought it away 
whole, if he had had to do with a more reaſon- 
able woman : having well cleared the uterus, he 
left her free, and foaming at her mouth : ſhe 
was, notwithſtanding, well again iu a fortnight, 

whilſt he was not able to ſtir hand*or foot for 

leveral days. Obſ. ccclxiii. he was ſent for to 

a woman fiſteen hours after ſhe had been brought 

to-bed ; two ſurgeons had been with her before, 

who, by pulling hard, had got away, at ſeveral 


Ff 3 times 
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times, about half the placenta; but being, at 
laſt, at their wit's end, and their ſtrength quite 
ſpent, they forlook this poor woman, leaving 
her with a continual flooding; ſhe was quite 
ſpent, and almoſt without pulſe; the os ui 
was hard, tumefied, and quite ſhut up, which 
was owing to their rough uſage: he lubricatcd 
his hand, and introduced four fingers only into 
the uterus, one after another; and, by this 
means, detached the whole remainder of the /- 
centa, and brought it away, the whole laſting 
but a very little time; ſhe was along time before 
ſhe recovered her health, being afflicted for à great 
while with a very bad head-ach, and a very trou- 


iclome tingliug in her ears; as is uſual, he obſerves, 


with thoſe who have ſuffered any great lols of | 


blood. In Obf. ccclxiv. the child was born as 
quick as uſual ; the placenta did not follow; 
but, by pulling a, good while, the Midwife 
brought it away, and threw it behind the fire, 
without minding whether it was whole, or not ; 
its extreme bigneſs deceiving her: after this, find- 
ing the blood pouring down in a greater quan- 


tity than ſhe could ſtop, ſhe put a napkin inte 
ths 
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the part, which cloſed it ſo exactly, that not a 
drop of blood could come out: this ſoon brought 
on far greater pains, than thoſe which ſhe 
had felt during labour: a vomiting feized 
her, ſoon aſter a delirium, and, at laſt, a 
lump ſeemed to her to riſe ſrom her ſto— 
mach to her throat, as if it would choak her; a 
Surgeon was ſent for; but ſhe expired before he 
had time to know what was the matter: our au- 
thor was deſired to open the body in company 
with him; they found the belly, cxternally, of 
2 ſurprizing bigneſs; and within the uterus, part 
of the placenta, of the bignels of a goole's egg; 
hole beginning was in the midſt of the fundus, 
and ended about the middle of the right fide ; 
there was a coagulum of blood, of the bigneſs of 
2 loaf of four or five pounds: he adds, that it 
b not only a coagulation of blood in the uterus 
hat will kill a woman; if the :eris is not quite 
empty, the blood will keep flowing, and have 
ve ſame ellect. In his following Obſervation, 


le preſents us with a Caſe; where the woman 


lad a fine labour, the plarenta following as well 
& could be wiſhed; ſhe voided much blood at 
friſt, 


Ff 4 
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firſt, which continuing the next day, he was 
ſent for; but ſhe was expiring when he came: 
upon opening the body, the wterus was no big- 
ger than a man's fiſt, and in it was part of the 
placenta, of the bigneſs of a large hen's egg; 
which he ſeparated very eaſily, it adhering but 
flighily; no more than the foregoing. — Dr. 
Pug tells us, that he has been often ſent for, 
where Midwives could not extract the placenta 
(ſometimes have broke the rope) twelve, twenty- 
four, or thirty-ſix hours, before; and, by anoint- 
ing his hand well with pomatum, he was (9 
lucky, as never to meet with any very great dil 
ficulty in introducing his hand into the womb, 
even ſo many hours after delivery, brought it 
always ſafe away, and freed his patient from 
the great danger ſhe laboured under. Three times 
in his practice, however, he was fent for to women, 


where the children had been delivered three 


days before, and one four days; and notwths 


ſtanding he extracted the placenta's, and withou 
uſing much force (that is, not ſo much as (« 


cither injure the womb, or over-fatigue his pa 
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tient) ; two out of the three died and the other, with 


great difficulty, eſcaped ; and the only reaſon he 
can aſſign was, from the putrefaction of the pla- 
centa's, which was very great, and cauſed in- 
flammations of the wterus, and brought on putrid 
fevers, which carried them off; the one on the 
fourth, and the other on the fifth day, af er the ex- 
tracion.—Dr. ExTow Tecites a Cale, where the 
Midwife finding the os uteri quite clole, immedi— 
ately ſent for him: he found there had been a 
ſtrong /paſmodic contraction of the os uteri; but, 
that it began again to be ſo much relaxed, that he 
could introduce two fingers into it; by degrees 
he got in another, and, at length his whole 
hand; and immediately perceiving that the pla- 
centa ſtrongly adhered to the fundus uteri, he 
ſeparated it with his fingers, and brought it away 
m about ten minutes. He was ſent for to the 
lame woman, about two years afterwards on 
the like occaſion; when the contraction was ſo 
very ſtrong, that he was obliged to wait fifteen 
hours before he could attempt the extraction of 


it; 
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it; he therefore contented himſelf wich giving 


her ſome gentle emmenagogues, and uſing fo. 
mentations to the abdomen, at the time above 
mentioned: the mouth of the womb being quite 
relaxed, the placenta was brought away withou! 
any dilliculty. and no bad ſymptoms ſuccceded. 
In his next Cafe, the child had been born {ix 
hours; he found the os uteri open enough to te- 
ceive two fingers; by degrees he got in a third, 
and at laſt his hand; and finding that the la- 
centa ſtrongly adhered in its whole ſub!lance to 
the womb, he ſeparated it with his fingers very 
cautiouſly, and in about a quarter of an hour 


extracted it quite whole; the woman ſoon reco- 


vered. He gives us another Caſe, in which the 


Midwife told him that ſhe had delivered the wo— 
man of an abortive infant, of about ſeven 
months, and that ſhe believed there was a falle 
conception behind; the poor woman was quite 
emaciated, as in the laſt ſtage of a conſumption, 
and ſeemed to be, from violent pain, almoſt en- 
piring; there came from her a very fetid dit- 
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the Mid wiſe thought a falſe conception, was the 


uterus itfelf, quite ſcirrous, and to the feel 
like the head of a child; the placenta was ſhut 
up in the womb with the firing broke off ; he 
perceived a great hardneſs all round the os uteri, 
which would ſcar ely admit of one finger: ha- 
ring, however, introduced one with great difli- 
culty, he got in another; and with his two fin- 
gers he made, as it were, a crab's claw; and fo 
rently pulling the placenta down to the os ute— 
i, and by degrees working it through, he 
brought it away (notwithſtanding it was much 
putrihed) quite whole: this he mentions as a 
very dillicult and nice operation, which he 
performed with as much eaſe, as poſſible, both 
to himſelf and patient; he did not think ſhe 
could have ſurvived that night; but giving her 
auodyne medicines from time to time, which 
was all that could be done for her, to keep her, 
the little time ſhe had to live, as eaſy as pollible, 
ſhe ſurvived, contrary to his expectation, five or ſix 
days: and he farther obſerves, that Cuaryan's 
33th Cale was exactly like this.—Dr, Leaxz 

lays, 
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ſays, it ſometimes happens, that the loſs of 
blood is profuſe, even after delivery, where the 
placenta remains: under which circumſtance, he 


thinks, it may be proper immediately to take it 


away; as the action of the uterus is ſo extremely | 


languid, that it has not power, eicher to expel 


the placenta, or the large quantity of coagulated 
blood collected in its cavity: and mentions a 
fatal inſtance of this kind, in the calc of a wo- 
man, to whom he was called about an hour and 
a balf after ſhe had been delivered by a Midwife, 


—Dr. DexMas, in his Eſſays on the puerperal | 


Fever, tells us of a Caſe, where he was called 


in the middle of the night, to go about ten miles 


to a woman, whole placenta had been detained | 


many hours aſter the birth of the child. Want 


of proper courage to withſtand ſolicitations, and | 


the diſtance the patient was from the Doctor, 


were his reaſons for undertaking the ſeparation, 


it adhered ſo ſtrongly; but the ſeparation was 


made very gently, and without- any conſiderable 


hemorrhage: on the third day ſhe was ſeized 


with a ſhivering and fever, which laſted all night, 
cats 


| 429 ] 


and was relieved: the next morning by fo large a 


diſcharge of blood from the uterus, that he was 
ſent for on that account; there was no ſwelling 
of the abdomen, but great tenderneſs, much pain 
in the head, conſtant thirſt, a little delirium, 
and no ſtools: an increaſe of fever came on 
every evening, and the ſame large diſcharge of 
blood every forenoon for ten days : ſhe took, oc- 
caſionally, teſtaceous powder with rhubarb, ſa- 
line mixtures, tincture of roſes, infuſion of Pe- 
ruvian bark, and ſome doſes of opium, and at 
length recovered.—In an Abſtrat of the whole 
Italic and Helvetian Literature, for the Year 
1759, vol. g, for Jury, AuGusT, and SEPTEMBER, 
the retention of the ſecundines was the cauſe of 
much controverly between two celebrated Phy- 
licians, which aroſe from the following Caſe: a 
noble woman, of Florence, who had married the 
Marquis Bac EST, at Moxa, was delivered, 
but could not emit the ſecundines, and eight 
hours after delivery died. The fainous Ramaze 


zlxN1, who at that time practiſed, and proſeſſed 


pbyſic at Moxa, was ſent for, to adminiſter 
all 


—— * — 
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all the remedies in the power of art, to the end that 
the ly ing in woman might not periſh ; but all en- 
deavours proved of noeffect; ſee Medical Muſeum, 
vol. iii. —Rurscn fpeaks of a placenta which was 
retained in the uterus, aſter the birth of the child full 
ten months, and was then expelled in form of a 
Mole.—In VErmiscnteE Chirurgiſche Scniflen, 
&c. i. e. Miſcellaneous Surgical Eſſays, publiſhed 
by Joux Lt BERECHT SCHMUCKER, firſt Surgeon 
General to the Army, and Director of all che 
Military Hoſpitals in Pruſſia, vol. ii. $vo, Ben- 
LIN, under Article the 6th, in Remarks on the 
Ule of Belladona, by Mr. Evers ; the firſt caſe 
in which this medicine was given by the Author, 
was in a ſcirrlous affection of the uterus; the 
patient, we are told, had been eight times preg- 
nant, and was delivered each time of a dead 
child : in her ninth pregnancy, Mr. Evers was 
conſulted; ſhe was delivered, as before, of a 
dead child : and the placenta, upon examination, 
was ſound to be attached to a kind of fac, the 
ſurface of which was rough like the head of a 
cauliflower: the patient was directed to take five 


graii!s 
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grains of the powder of belladona, and the ſame 
quantity of rhubarb, every morning, for four 
weeks, interpoſing the uſe of a purgative occa- 
ſonally: the Author informs us, that ſoon after 
this, his patient became pregnant again, and 
was delivered of a live and healthy child. Dr. 
Warts, of MaxcnesTer, in his Treatiſe on 
Pregnant and Lying- in Women, Caſe the Eighth, 
gives us an inſtance, where the placenta ſtill re- 
mained behind; the patient flooded, and had ſe- 
veral fainting fits, which came on in ſuch very 
quick ſacceſſions, as to threaten immediate danger: 
he was deſirous of getting the placenta away, as the 
moſt effetual method of putting a ſtop to the 
flooding : to effect which, he pulled gently at the 
navel-ſtring,, defiring the Gentleman, pre-em- 
ployed, to make a compreſſion at the ſame time 
upon her belly, and directing her to aſſiſt 
herſelf, by forcing and encouraging what little 
pains ſhe had: theſe means were ineſfectual, as ſhe 
bad loſt much blood; and as ſhe till continued 
bleeding, and was reduced very low, he did not 
think it prudent to wait any longer: he there- 


fore 
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fore introduced his hand into the uterus, and ea- der 
ſily brought away the ſecundines; the flooding ab 
immediately ceaſed, and he leſt her to the care | * 
of the Gentleman who had delivered her; {he mul 
was afterwards attacked with a puerperal ſever, and 
but recovered gradually, In Caſe xvii. he re- the 
lates the hiſtory of a woman, aged thirty-eight, (ym 
who was delivered of her firſt child by the alliſt- ou 
ance of the crotchet; having a very laborious * 
birth, no attempts were made to extract the ſecun- y 
dines that night: the next day, the Gentleman Ao 
who delivered her, deſired he would viſit her along with 
with him; ſhe was very hot, and her pulſe quick . 
and ſtrong; ſhe had frequent returns of pains, * 
which ſeemed to be efforts to expel the ſecun- lor; 
dines, and during every pain a diſcharge of . 
blood; he took hold of the navel-ſtring, and furh 
pulled gently at it, deſiring her at the ſame time halli 
to encourage her pains, and in about a quarter i 

ring 


of an hour the ſecundines came away ; though 
only about twenty-three hours had elapſed be- _ . 
twixt the delivery of the child and the ſecurdints, BS 
ay fc 
Vo 


yet they were in a very putrid ſtate; as was evi 
dent, 


7 1 
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dent, both by the ſmell, and their beirg remark- 


ably diſcoloured: he took his leave of her, de- 


p firing ker to keep cool, have freſh air frequently ad- 
[ milted into the room, and to fit uh often in the bed, 
| and had the ſatisfaQtion afterwards, to hear, that 
0 ſhe recovered without any further diſagreeable 
'Y [ymptoms. — The following five Caſes were 
a. communicated to the Doctor by Gentlemen of 
L the Profeſſion : In the firſt, the woman had an 
. eaſy, natural labour; but the Operator ſtrove in 
4 rain, by all che gentle means he was acquainted 
* with, to bring away the placenta: after waiting 


= lome time without effect, her friends growing 
uneaſy, he defired Dr. Waire might be ſent 
lor; but he was then engaged, and could not 
o come : the next day, the Gentleman made ſome 
ſuther attempts to extract the placenta, by gently 
pulling at the ſunis, but with no better ſucceſs; 
on the third day, he laid hold of the navel 


ring, with an intention of making another at- 


empt to bring away tha ſecundines when the 
ng ſeparated from the placenta, without 
day force being uſed, and was in a very putrid 
Yor, II. Ee rl ſtate; 
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Nate; a clyſter was given on the fifth day, which 
procured a ſtool, and ſoon after the ſecunding 
came away, in a putrid ſtate : on the ſixth, ſhe | / 
complained of great oppreſſion about the pracor- 
dia, &c. and her breath was remarkably offenſive; T 
on the {welfh, a large quantity of white miliary | 
puſtules appeared, particularly about the breaſt : WF dn 
on the fourteenth, a hiccuping came on; the 
miliary eruption continued out till the day of 


her death, which happened on the 7wenty-ſecond 


from her delivery.—In the following Caſe, the 
poſition of the infant was natural; the placenis 
remained behind, and the mouth of the womb 


contracting itſelf, rendered it unſafe (at leaſt, at 


tient, 
that time) to extract it: another very able Ac- 

flacen 
coucheur was conſulted, and they both agreeing I 
that it was prudent to leave Nature to herlelf, nd been « 
attempts were made: on the fourth day, the ſeq uhon 4 
cundines were excluded, without aſliſtance ; bu dme! 
ſoon after ſhe began to flood exceſſively; th U 


flooding could not be ſuppreſſed, and ſhe diet 
the ſame day. The third Caſe is literally thu 
Mr, 


„an ingenious Surgeon, told the Dog 
toh 
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i WY tor, that he delivered a ſtrong, healthy Country- 


s WF woman,. of a fine child, as ſhe ſat upon the knee 
he of an aſſiſtant; he made no attempt to bring 
7 way the placenta, having been inſtructed by a 


'C: Teacher of MipwirkRv, whoſe Lectures he had 
ar) i attended, chat leaving it behind, was never pro- 
it: audive of any diſagreeable circumſtances: after 
the WY airing a conſiderable time in vain for its exclu- 
y of fon, no bad ſymptoms appearing, he left her, 
tand , he thought, in perfect ſaſety; but in the mids 
we 11; of the night ſhe began to flood extremely, 
cena d he was again ſent for; he made what haſte 
on | could, but living ſeveral miles from his pa- 
l. at tient, he came too late; ſhe was dead, and the 
Ac- 


1 unexcluded: the ſame Gentleman was 
ceing 
If, nd 
he /e 
; bu 


* th 


lent for to a woman, who had five days before 
been delivered by a Country Midwife, as ſhe ſat 
won the knee of an aſſiflant ; ſhe had flooded ex- 
temely ; he found her dying, and the ſecundines 
excluded: in the laſt Caſe, the Surgeon who 
e dig employed, having delivered a healthful wo- 
y thu 
e Dos 


fol 


Man, who had a very eaſy labour, made no at- 
upts to bring away the placenta, but left her in 
Gg2 ſull 
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full expectation of its being expelled withou; 


danger: on the third day, he was again ſent ſor, 
upon account of a violent flooding ; he lived 
only three or four miles from the patient, and 
went as ſoon as poſſible ; but found her dead, 
without the excluſion of the placenta: the Doc- 
tor then concludes, by drawing inferences from 
the caſes he has related, and judiciouſly lays 
down ſome practical directions for the general 
management of the placenta; to which the Reader 
is referred. Vide SMELLI1E, vol. i. p. 19g. Vol. i, 
collect. 23. p. 390. Dr. Denwax's Eſſay on 
Puerperal Fevers, p. 21. And Caſes v. xv, xvi. 
& xxXi. in the firſt volume of this Publication, 


CASE 
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or, 

ved 

and . — —— — — 

ad, 

Joc- : 

** CASE CXLI. 

lays () 

ed N the 4th of Novemes, 1771, I-was ſent 

ader for to E. SEAMAkSH, a married woman, in the 

1 ; forty-ſecond year of her age, who had for many 
hours been harraſſed by a Midwife, with many 

* fruitleſs attempts to expedite the delivery: I 

5 found the os tince thick, high, but very liitle dila- 


cd; and through it could plainly diſtinguiſh the 
child's head ; the pulſe was very full and high ; 
and the patient complaining of a great pain in 
her fide, I thought it neceſſary to make uſe of 
veneſection, and to preſcribe a neutral mixture, 
with the elixir paregoricum; by this means, the 
patient was in a few hours much relieved; the 
pains were flight, but regular; and late in the 
evening, of the following day, became ſo ſtrong, 
«AS? unt I was again ſent for: ſoon after which, the 
6 g 3 | head 


_ _ r 
1 
I „ „1 . 
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head was preſſed down into the vagina, and the 


delivery accompliſhed by the natural efforts only; 


111 


this is oue, out of the many inſtances, whjch 
often occur, to evince the propriety of DoQor ( 
ForsTter's Obſervation, viz. © that Nature te- 


quires our official, not officious aid.“ 


CASES ” 2 


ES 
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CASES CXLII. and CXLIII. 


COMMUNICATED 


IN A LETTER TO THE LATE 
DR COLIN MACKENZIE. 


January 17, 1772. 


% DEAR SIR, 


60 833 I ſend you the very 
extraordinary Caſe of a Tradeſman's Wife, 
in this town; ſhe is about five and thirty years 
* of age, and this was her firſt pregnancy. In 
the morning of the firſt of Decempe laſt ſhe 
was taken with labour pains; prior to which, 
* ſhe had felt an unuſual fluttering of the child, 
*and had not perceived it move afterwards ; 
"when I waited on her, the pains were ſtrong 
* and regular, and a ſmall quantity of meconzum 

Gg4 | M appeared 


— 
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« appeared on the cloths; ſhe complaine l «f 
« her belly being very cold, and looked in the 
„face, of a livid hue: upon examination, I 
© found the os inc moſt uncommonly rigid and 
thick, very high up, rather inclining to the 
* facrum, and fo little open, that I could but juſt 
„ diſcern that the wertex preſented through it; the 
* pains continued ſharp, and returned pretty regu. 
© ſar, at intervals of about ten minutes, till four 
* o'clock the next morning, without being of any 
{© ſervice at all in dilating the os ce, which {till 
* retained its priſtine rigidity; the pains begin- 
ning to flacken, and the woman being much 
© exhauſted, I adminiſtered an opiate; and as 
„ the had had no flool for ſome time, ordered an 
* emollient clyſter: ſoon after which ſhe got 
© {ome refreſhing reſt, which was not interrupted 
by any ftrong pains, till near twelve o'clock 
© at noon, when ſhe had a freſh acceſſion of 
„them, and to a more violent degree than be- 
fore; but, notwithſtanding their accumulated 
* force, the os tice ſtill remained fo inflexibly 
„ tenſe and hard, that I began to fee} much 


" ſoll- 
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ſolicitude and fear for the ſafety of my pa- 
« tient; the membranes broke about four o clock, 
„and the os tince, by fix, was dilated,” to about 
« the breadth of a half-crown, but ſtill its edges 
« felt as hard as marble; and from the exceſſive 
„violence of the pains, I plainly felt it ſeparate 
« ſuddenly on the fide next to the right iſchium, give 
„way to the touch, and ſplit aſunder ; inſo- 
„much, that I could lay my finger into the 
«* chaſm: the poor woman immediately com- 
« plained of acute pain in the right hypogaſtric 
region, and about the navel: couſide: iug the 
* nature of the accident, I had my fears, that 
* the ſetus would have receded ; but providen- 
* tially, the head advanced, and came down to 
the bottom of the peluis, and in a few minutes 
the patient was delivered of a large dead child; 
* a flight flooding enſued, but was ſoon ſtopped 
* by the excluſion of the placenta; which, when 
delivered, was in a, putrid ſtate: in leſs than an 
hour aſter her delivery, the woman was ſeized 


„wich a rigor, fingultus, and tremors ; for which 


1 gave her, ſrequently, two ſpoonsful of the 


* julepum 
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* julepum e moſcho, applied a poultice of whit 
$ dend and milk to the external parts, and gr. 
„ dered the abdomen to be frequently ſomented 
„with the common fotus, with a quart of bran- 
„dy to a gallon: in the evening of the third 
of Decemuer, ſhe was very hot, her pulſe 
* funk, and ſhe became lethargic ; I applied 
* bliſters and ſinapiſms to rouſe her; ſhe was 
« delirious throughout the firſt part of the night, 
© but recovercd her ſenſes about three o'clock in 
the morning ; when ſhe vomited a great quantity 
* of green bitter matter, and complained of exqui- 
* ſite tenderneſs over the whole hypogaſtric region; 
* hiccupings came on; her tongue was dry 
* and hard; the pulſe was above an hundred; 
and there was a total ſuppreſſion of the lochia: 
* a Phyſician was called in, and directed fix 
* ounces of blood to be taken from the arm; 
the fomentations to be continued; and every 
* five hours gave the neutral draughts, with fprupus 
e meconto, & ag. cinn. imb. On the fiſth day ſhe 


© had two motions downwards, the ſoreneſs of 


© the abdomen was ſomewhat abated, and the 


6 pulle 
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pulſe not higher than eighty; her ſkin was 
* moiſt, and in the evening the /ochia re- ap- 
« reared ; ſhe got ſome ſleep this night; but to- 
« wards morning had ſcvcral looſe ſtools, with 
« oripings: on the ſixth, the milk came pro- 
« perly, and ſhe ſeemed in a fair way of reco- 
very; but in the evening I was called to her in 
„great haſte, and found her convulſed and de- 
« lirious; the pulſe was low and unequal; and 
4 the abdomen very tenſe, and ſo tender, that, 
„upon touching it, ſhe ſtartled as if ſuddenly 


"* awakened from ſleep: the Phyſician was again 


* conſulted, and preſcribed a plaiſter of one 


* ounce of flrained galbanum, and a drachm 
"aud a half of opium, to be applied over the 
«© abdomen: and likewiſe, a bladder of warm 
* water to the ſcrobiculus cordis; the conſectio car- 


* diaca was added to the neutral draughts, and 


to the night draught thirty drops of elixir pa- 


 regoricum : towards morning ſhe became ſenſi- 


ble, compiained of ſharp pains in the belly, and- 


" had two bilious ſtools, which were highly fe- 


"ud: the ſeventh, viſiting early this morning, I. 


* found 
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found the pulſe was regular, and at about [everty, 
but weak and low; ſhe complained of a giddine; 
in her head; her checks were fluſhed ; ſhe 1:2; I 
„ thirſty; and a military eruption, of the white 
« fort, appeared all over her body; yet the 1, 4 
** continued freſh; ſhe ſtill complained of fore. iy 
** nels in the belly; the bladder of warm water 
« was ordered to be continued; beef tex 
„given as nounſhment; and a clyſter of Peru- 
* vian bark, in decoction, preſcribed every 
« eight hours; ſhe ſlept well this night: the 4 
* erzhth, no febrile ſymptoms remaincd ; the 
* tenderneſs of the belly was not ſo great; ſhe 2 
* was very full of the eruption, and complained 


wol its itching z in the evening took an anodyue: 


uin, evidently better in every reſpect, and no 
„complaint, except weakneſs : tenth, ſhe was 
„ feized with a rigor, ſucceeded by a hot fit; 
* coughed much, and her pulſe was full and 
„ ſrequent ; ſhe took the ſuline mixture, with 
* ſpermaceti, and drank plentifully of warm dilu- 
* ting liquors: in the evening an emollient clyl- 
ter was adminiſtered, and an opiate exhibited; 


* ſhe paſſed the night pretty tolerably ; the ſecre- 


« 1100 
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ion of the milk had been hitherto moderate; 
* but it was now totally ſtopped, and there was 


"Verity, 
dineſ 
UlNnels 


« little or no appearance of the lochial diſcharge : 


IC way 


whine in the morning of the dleventh, the thirſt and 


fever were ſomewhat abatgd ; but ſhe complained 
« of pains in the belly, ſtomach and head, and 


fore. 


water her cough was much increaſed; fix ounces of 


f tea A blood was taken from her arm ; the texture of 


peru. which was very fizy, and the ſerous part but 


ever; ſmall in quantity, and very turbid; ſhe drank 


de plentiſully of a peftoral infuſion of figs, rai- 


me MI fins, and liquorice root, and paſled a tolerably 
. ſhe “ good night ; but in the morning complained of 
ine “ ickneſs at her ſtomach, and had ſeveral gri- 
yue: ping bilious ſtools; ſhe took tartar emetic in 
1 no mall doſes, which brought away much viſcid 


'« phlegm, mixed with bile; ſhe had ſome re- 
bt; treſhing reſt; the milk ſecreted freely : the 
* tharteenth, better in every reſpect, but very 
„weak and low; for which. ſhe received the 
* moſt nutritious broths and jellies; and conti- 
1 nued to recover her ſtrength daily, aud wich- 


ou "DM; 
ed; t any very material interruption, till the 


„ (wen 7 


1466 1 
* twenty-third; when ſhe was again ſeized with a. 
gor, ſucceeded by a ſmart fever, thirſt, and a quick 
* aud full pulſe ; her ſkin felt dry and parcheg; 
* ſhe diluted plentifully with nitrous emulſign, 
had an emollient clyſter in the evening, hut 
* paſſed a very indifferent night: the twenty {1h 
* feveriſh, and a quick pulſe; her tongue dry and 


* white, with a ſordes on the teeth; exceſſive ſharp 


** pains in her back, ſtomach, and about the re 


gion of the navel; the galbanum plaiſter, with 
„opium, was removed, and a freſh one put on; 
« and the bladder of warm water again ap- 
„ plied to the ſcrobiculus cordis: at night, a few 
% drops of tinfura thebaica were added to a di- 
1 aphoretic mixture; of which ſhe took three 
* ſpoonsful every five hours, but ſhe ſcarcely 
got any reſt : the twenty;/ixth, rather woile 
in every reſpect, and viſited by a hy ſician, 
k preſcribed eight grains of Jaxrs's Pow- 
„ der, which brought on a plentiful daphorejis 
* at the end of eight hours; and at nine o'clock 


in the evening, a ſecond doſe was given in 


* three grains of pi, Mathat : the twenty-ſeventh, 
| 46 her 


" | 


oo, 
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az her pulſe was not ſo quick; the ſkin more 


« moiſt; ſhe had reſted pretty well, and the 


Quick 
ched - 


alſion, 


„pain in her belly was much abated : the t wen- 
« ty-eighth, apparently better, except her cough, 


* which ſeemed rather increaſed, and was more 
9 1 


lt 
Y and 
ſharp 


IC fe- 


« troubleſome: upon which, ſhe had recourſe to 
he neutral mixture with ſhermaceli, and was 
« relieved : twenty-ninth, continued free from 
« ſever, and was able to fit up: thiriteth, conti- 


LY „ nued to recover, and ſeemed in a fair way 


1” þ ſo to do: thirty-firſt, continued in the 


1 aps „ ſame ſlate: the firſt of Jaxvary, ſhe com- 


\ f-y WF © plained of weight, * tenſion, and pain in 


a di- 


three 


her back, belly, and loins; the pulſe was hard 
aud contracted, and fix ounces of blood was 
00 * taken from the arm, the complexion of which 
e Juſtified the operation; the antiphlogiſtic plan 
was purſued, and in the evening ſhe was bet- 
" ter, except that ſhe complained of a ſtraitneſs 
*acrols the thorax, attended with a dyſbnea ; 
* lor which ſhe deſired her former medicine, 
* which ſoon relieved her, and ſhe paſſed a to- 
© lerable night ; ſecond, her breath unreſtrained 


* and 
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*® and eaſy ; ſhe had perſpired freely, and va, 


in every reſpe&, better: third, continued 10 
recover, and to gain ſtrength for ſeveral days; 
** but on the tenth, was ſeized with a ſhivering, 
„ complained of pains all over her: and from 
* that period, the poor woman has been confined 
to her bed, with a violent ſwelling on che 54. 
* muſcle of the right thigh, which extends to 
the calf of the leg on that fide; for which we 
have called in all the medical aſſiſtance which 
** theſe parts afford: an iſſue has been cut, and 
„aromatic ſomentations, and different kinds of 
* poultices been applied; but, at preſent, with- 
* out any viſible ſucceſs. -On the ninth in{lant, 
« a Midwife ſent for me to a woman, at Swax- 
„fox; the patient was a very little, weakly wo— 
man; was ricketty in her inſancy, and had 
been two days and nights in labour: upon en- 
« quiry, I found many hours had elapſed, ſince 
« the rupture of the membranes, and the entrance 
« of the head into the pelvis ; the vertex preſented 
« with the face laterally; the pains were entirely 


„gone off; the pulſe was weak; the voice low: 
f „and. 
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„ MW and ſhe appeared to be in a ſtate of general debi- 
o iy. From the accounts which I had heard of 
; ber ſormer caſes, I had much reaſon to ſuſpect a 


g. bad conformation of the pelvis; and upon more 


m ſlrict examination, found the ſacrum jet in in 
d ſuch a manner, as to leave a ſpace of not more 
chan three inches, at moſt, from pubes to ſa- 


to W' crum, I thought at firſt of applying the for- 


vc / ceps, and with that view emptied the redlum, 
ch by an emollient clyſter, and lubricated the 
ad W blades of the inſtrument; but, upon be- 
of ing able to introduce my finger pretty eaſily 
h- W' round the child's head, I was not deterred 


nt, from ſuppoſing it practicable to puſh up the 
* head, and find the feet; which, after ſome 


time, I effected; and, to the great ſaliſ- 


faction of the mother, brought her a live 
' child, which was the firſt of four that had 
been ſo born; and the firſt that ſhe had had 
come into the world in an unmutilated ate ; 
the heads of all the others having been leſſened, 
and delivered with the crotchet, by a well-ex- 
perienced Practitioner; who had given it as his 
opinion, that it was not likely ſhe ſhould ever 
Vol. II. H h 


ind 


* have 
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© have a child born alive, The placenta came 
away without any difficulty; but the pul 
** was low and weak, her voice ſcarcely to be 
heard, and her countenance very pale. I pre. 
* ſcribed her a cordial mixture, with co 


** cardiaca ; two ſpoonsful to be given her 


every two hours; and ordered, that beef 
tea, and other nouriſhment, ſhould be taken 
„ between whiles, in ſmall quantities, and often, 
till her ſtrength and ſpirits were, in ſome 
* meaſure, recruited ; but, notwichſtanding all 
* theſe directions were punQually obeyed, ſhe 


* has not yet recovered her voice and {trength, 


v1 
5 
a 
"a 
js not able to fit up in her bed, and, I fe, p- 
5 


16 fo 


„it will be a great while before ſhe recover, 
The child is remarkably ſmall ; to which alone 
« I chiefly attribute the ſucceſs of my operation; 7% 
it is ſtil] alive, but ſo very weak and languid, 


that I deſpair of its ſurviving many days. 
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me 

alle B's 2 

be 

pre- 

(110 THE ANSWER, 

her 

del «DEAR SIR, 

ken 

ten, of Alon ST the melancholy 


dre! © Caſes, which often occur in our practice, the 
one you have recited muſt ſhock thoſe ſenti- 
| ue © ments of tender conſideration, which the ſy mpa- 
ml i thetic Practitioner will ever poſſeſs. Your 
ca, © patient has, undoubtedly, ſuffered much; and, 
vo it is to be feared, will be a long time be- 
lone © fore ſhe recovers. A laceration of the ute- 
ion; © 745 is very dangerous, and moſt generally a 


5 fatal circumſtance ; it is lucky, that a retrac- 


, tion of the fetus did not follow this accident, - 


' owing to the uncommon violence of the la- 
* bour, and the ſingularly tenſe and callous ſtate 
of the os uteri. At your moſt convenient lei- 
* fure, I ſhall think myſelf obliged to you for 

| H 1! 2 " the 
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the Supplement of this very extraordinary 


« Caſe; and wiſh the event may fully reward 
« your induſtry and care to fave the patient. 
© had a caſe of a narrow pelvis, two inches and 
« 6-$ths from pubes to ſacrum, where the head, 
« funts, right hand, and right foot preſented: 
„What would you have done? In your nent 


„ reſolve me this; and believe me, &c.“ 


. 


« DEAR SIR, 


as | HE Caſe you mention is ( 


* unhappy an inſtance of a diſtorted pelvis, that, 


„ for my own part, I ſhould think neither mo- 


ther or child could have any chance at all, but 
„by the Cæſarian ſedlion; which is ſo ſhocking 
+ and hazardous an operation, that, to ſpcak can 
„ (ily, 


433 f 

„ didly, and at once anſwer your queſtion, I 
« ſcarcely know, in ſuch a caſe, what I ſhould 
do; for it ſeems almoſt an impoſſibility to ſave 
the child, unleſs extremely ſmall. I am ſhocked 
« at the idea of the circumſtance; and only by 
« way of ſpeculation, ſay, that I might probably 
have firſt brought down the leg that did preſent ; 
have gone up forthe other, and brought that down; 
« and then, to deliver the body. have uſed the dou- 
ble force of pulling down with one hand, whilſt 
] puſhed up with the other, But perhaps, ina caſe 
thus circumſtanced, I could not have even pro- 


* ceeded in this manner, unlels the child was very 


„ (mall indeed ; but even ſo, I might have delivered 


* the body eaſier this way, and with leſs trouble, 
han in attempting to effect the delivery, by bring- 
* ing the head firſt, Aſter proceeding thus far, you 
* will aſk me how the head is to paſs; which over- 


* throws my whole ſyſtem: and I again aſſert, 


ble only means of preſervation for both mother 


* and child to be that of the Cæſarian ſection, 
if timely and judiciouſly conducted. But, for 
my own ſatis ſaction and improvement, pray give 
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& me your opinion, your own manner of pro- 


i ceeding, and a ſhort detail of your patients 
„ Caſe. Pray what was the diſtance from fide to 
1 fide of the diſtorted pelvis, which you have men- 
* tioned ? Does knowing the dimenſions, from 
the back to the fore part, of a pelvis, always 
determine the exact or near diſtance from ſide 
to fide ? Pray what were the dimenſions of the 
6 child's head? 


« T am, Xc.“ 


THE ANSWER. 


*DEAR SIR, 


No HE Caſe I ſent you is no ima- 
* pinary one. I have long had in my poſſeſſion 
« the bones of the uuhappy patient it concerned. 


„The hiſtory, in ſhort, is chis: A man-midwile 
is jn 


( 4353 J 
in this place, of ſome ſtanding, was ſent for, 
4 upon the Saturday evening, to a poor woman, 
© whole waters were gone ever ſince the preced- 
„ing Monday, She bad no pains till the Friday 


night. Saturday morning the os tince began to 


« dilate ſenſibly, and about twelve of the ſame 


« day the arm came down, with the ſunis; the 
head at the ſame time was ſenſibly felt, and 
u preſented right, with one ear to the pubes, and 
* the other to the ſacrum, high up. About ſeven 
in the evening the practitioner, finding things 


as above, went up for the feet; but the pelvis 


as ſo narrow, that he could not go up a great 


„way: however, he found the right foot near 


the head, which he brought down into the 
vagina; but could not bring it ſo low down as 
* to fix a nooſe on it, nor could he puſh up the 
head. He ſent for another man-midwife, who 
* attempted to deliver the ſame way, and failed, 
„] was at laſt ſent for; and, upon hearing the 
relation of the caſe, adviſed the labour to go on 
all next day; but, alas! the poor woman was 
in cold ſweats, The gentlemen begged I 

Hh 4 « would 
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* would try to deliver. Finding the right foct, 


right arm, ſunis, and head, I got a ſilk ribbon 
into the vagina, and fixed it firmly above the 
* ancle ; introduced the right hand into the va- 
gina, and puſhed up the head with immenſe 
force, and pulled down with the ribbon ; but 
* to no purpoſe, I could not get the foot, nor 
would the child be turned in the leaſt. Hence 
tis plain, though you get one foot in a narrow 
{© þelvts, head preſenting, that you are not cer« 
*« tain of being able to turn: therefore the prac- 
*« tice of turning children in narrow pelviſſes, 
* when the head preſents, is extremely uncertain, 
„and ſhould not be adopted. The pelvis was 
« ſufhciently wide from fide to fide, as they gene- 
If theſe 


« centlemen had let the labour go on till Sunday 


rally are: the child was not large. 


* noon, the head would have been ſqueezed 
* more or leſs within the brim, and then might 


have been opened; and the woman's life have 


* been ſaved. 


„IJ am, &c.“ 
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n 

7 Ix a periodical work, lately publiſhed at Ly- 
[ xs, entitled, Obſervations fur les Maladies regs 
c 


nantes d Lyon, par M. M. Vitet & Petetin, Meae- 


ins, is au account of a moſt extraordinary diſ- 


ortion of the pelvrs, in a delicate ricketty woman, 


aged twenty-ſeven, on whom the Cæſarian ſec- 


? ion was performed, but without ſucceſs. We 
ate told, that an ingenious Phyſician, who has | 
] ong taught midwifery with conſiderable reputa- 
” in LoxpoN, intends ſoon to publiſh ſome 
! Obſervations, to prove, that neither the ſection 
y ff the ſymphiſes pubis, or the Cæſarian operation, 
{ kan ever be neceſſary, His ideas on this ſubject 


ere ſuggeſted, it ſeems, by a Caſe which occur- 
ed lately in his own practice, and at which ſe- 
eral of the moſt eminent Accoucheurs in Lox- 
pox were preſent, See Mepicart JoukNar, 


ol. iii. No. 3. 
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CASE CXLIV. hic 

lide, 


Tus ſubject of this Caſe was a poor woman =Y 
of the name of Suiru, who had before borne 
two children, The midwife informed me, that 
ſhe ſound the membranes broke, and, upon exa- 
mination, diſcovered the child in a wrong preſent- 
ation, A man midwile was ſent for from Maid. 


ſtone; but he, being engaged, could not attend, 


Some hours after that, I was ſent for. The pains ban 


hild 
liſco 


he cl 


eme 


were urgent, and very frequent; but the os line 
was not ſufficiently dilated to diſcover what pan 
preſented. I adminiſtered an opiate, and defied 
the labour might be ſuffered to go on in its own 


way, till the midwife ſhould be able to diſcovir Hude 


more of the preſenting parts, which 1 was in hints 
hopes would be puſhed down as the os ing d. ne f 
lated, The woman was very hearty and ſtrog e pr 


When 
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when 1 left her; but, upon coming to her again, 
| found her much weaker. The pulſe had ſunk, 
and the pains were not ſo frequent. There was 
but very little alteration in the ſtate of the os tince, 
which I endeavoured to dilate as ſhe lay on her 
ide, but could not introduce more than one fin- 
ger. I got her then placed in a ſupine poſition, 
n and with ſome difficulty introduced two of my 
dne Wiingers ; but the cramp coming on, I was obliged 
bat Wo defit, I then directed her to reſt on her knees 
and elbows ; but this of herſelf, through extreme 


weakneſs, ſhe was unable to do; therefore two 


women aſſiſted and ſupported her in this poſi- 
tion: but then I was not able to get in more 
an three fingers. However, the ſituation of the 
hild was now much more obvious; for I could 
liſcover that the back and neck preſented, with 
he chin to the left ilium. The os uteri felt ex- 


remely thick; and as the caſe was ſo hazardous 


nd complicated, and the woman grew fainter and 


ainter, I deſired another praQtitioner might be 


ent for ; but before any farther aſſiſtance could 


be procured, che woman was ſeized with a flood- 
ing, 


* — — = 
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ing, fell into convulſions, and expired. | there. 
fore, with all poſſible expedition, endeavoyres 
to give the child the beſt chance I could; 2-4 


the os internum having now loſt all refiſtance 


yielded to the introduction of my hand; and in 


leſs than twenty minutes from the death of t. 


mother, I delivered the child footling, but it ap- 


peared to have been dead ſome time, 


[ 461 } 


Li een. 


. NN PETT, a young woman of ſtrong 1 
calthy lamina, was taken in labour in the morn» 1 
dg ol the 4th of February, 1775. A midwife 
ad been with her ſeveral days and nights; aud 
hen I was called, the firſt flage of the labour 1 
ight be ſaid to be perfectly finiſhed. The Pa- 4 I 


ent was very reſtleſs and faint, and there ap- | 


eared a total ceſſation of labour pains : the 
ead had entered the pelvis, avd the vertex 
elcended to the coccyx : the ears had paſſed the 
rin of the pelvis, and were placed, one to the 
rum, and the other to the fjmphifis of the pu- 
s, with the face to the left ichn. The poſi- 
jon of the head being thus known; with the 
kalt diſhculty I ever met with in their applica- 
SE 


Jon, I introduced a blade of the forceps over 


cach 
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each ear of the fetus, and, without any injury 
either to the mother or child, effected the deli. 
very in leſs than twenty minutes ; and they 
.both recovered, and did well, 
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CASE CXLVI. 


I: OUND the particulars of the following 
Caſe, upon the teſtimony of a perſon on whom 
Icandepend —EL1z4aBETH WHEELER, of BxeNcn- 
LEY, in this county, being, in May 1769. in the 
early part of geſtation, about the twelfth week, 
miſcarried of an ovum, nearly the ſize of a gooſe's 
egg, which contained a ſmall embrio, with its 
wembranes and placen/a entire, and was able in 
the uſual time to follow her domeſtic bufineſs, 
She was much ſurpriſed to find, that ſhe had not 
Joſt ſo much of her bulk as might have been ex- 
peed; and more ſo, when, after a few weeks, 
ſue plainly diſcovered the motions of another 
child in utero, which ſhe could not form the leaſt 
idea of being poſſible, after ſhe had ſo lately 


milcarried of one: but finding that ſhe grew 
bigger 
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bigger and bigger, ſhe made the uſual pro, 


and was delivered, fix months after her miſc. 
riage,- of a fine full-grown child, in a very &{y 
and natural manner,—Is it not probable, thx 


Nature, ab origine, intended this for a twin caſe; 


and that the premature expulſion of the firſt cn. 
brio, with its ſecundines and placenta, was occy 
ſioned by ſome remote cauſe, which cannot be 


explained with preciſion? Dr. jonxsox, in his 


Chapter of the Fatus in utero, ſpeaks of a young 
and healthy lady, who, in the year 1758, had 


twice miſſed the catamenia, and, by over-hury- 


ing herſelf, was ſoon after ſeized with a flooding, 


and in leſs than twelve hours miſcarried : and in 


leſs than thirty days after this abortion, the ſame ing 
lady was taken again with a flight flooding, and der 
expelled another ovum, of the bigneſs of a ſmall Wi foll 
pullet's egg. He alſo relates a Twin Caſe, where- der 
in each child had a diſtinct placenta and ſet of WM abc 
membranes ; and although that part of the c:orio Wi for 
which lay contiguous, adhered firmly; yet, by WF ma 
a little care, they ſeparated perfealy from ca na 

| brat 
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ZASES CXLVII. and CXLVIII. 


COMMUNICATED 


IN A LETTER TO THE LATE 
DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


dung 
had | DizcsmaBtr 2, 1773. 
m. * DEAR SIR, 

Jing, | | 

din 1 SHOULD think myſelf want- 


ame ing in reſpe& to your kind and friendly conſi- 
and dence, if I declined communicating the two 
mal following Caſes to your obſervation and conſi- 
eie: eration. —On the 16th of SgrrruszEs laſt, 
t of WF about five o'clock in the afternoon, I was ſent 
ion for to the Wife of one SrARKS, who had been 
by WF many hours under the management of a wo- 
ach man midwife, who, ſoon after the mem- 

branes broke, found an arm puſh forwards ; 
Vol. II. I i „and 


_ = — 
—  OOIEIENng 


( 466 J 
* and laying faſt hold of it, had attempted, fo; 
* upwards of three hours, to deliver the child 
by forcibly pulling it down. It was the right 
arm, which was thus protruded through tlie 9 
* externum, quite up to the ſhoulder, I firſt eq. 
« deayoured to return the limb; but for ſom: 


time it would return into the vagina only, fron 


© whence it as often protruded ; and the conirzc. 


tions were ſo very ſtrong and frequent, that in 


« all my attempts I gained no ground at all; 
„but I found that the breaſt preſented, wit 


* the head to the right ilium. At this inſlant the 


% funts came down into the vagina, and J coul 
« diſtinAly feel its pulſation ; and as the woma 
began to flood, I made an attempt to paſs 
«« the protruding limb, and was happily ſucce 
e ful in finding the feet at the ſundus wei; 
*« which as ſoon as I had ſecured in my har 
« the child turned, as upon its own axis, and 
« delivered it as is uſual in præternatural dit 
tions: the placenta was excluded in a few minutt 
« Upon examination, I found the arm wi 


« had come down, was broke within two inch 
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of the ſhoulder, by the violence made uſe of 
in the midwife's attempts to deliver, before I 
« was employed. This matter, however, was 
4 ingenioufly lodged at my door; and as I diſco- 
« yered the patient had been fo far influenced, 
« by the miſrepreſentations of the midwife, 
to believe that I had been the cauſe of the ac- 
4 cident ; and in a few hours after her deli- 
very, ſhewas attacked with a fever, and an un- 
common tumour and tenſion of the abdomen 
„(probably from ſome cold which ſhe had con- 
i trated, whilſt expoſed to the manceuvies of 
* her ignorant aſſiſtant); for my own reputation 
and vindication, I thought proper to call in 
to ſenior practitioners, who candidly conſi- 
* dering the matter, convinced the woman and 
her friends of the propriety of my practice, and 
the erroneous manner in which the midwife had 
* acted, We afterwards conſulted for the farther 
* lafety of the patient; and by diluents, diapho- 
" retics, and emollient fomentations, in a ſew days 
got her into a convaleſcent ſlate, and ſhe was very 
well by the end of the month. By proper care 


1i 2 „ and 


1 468 ] 


and bandage, the fracture formed a complete 
* callus in leſs than a month, and the child 
„ ſoon had as good a uſe of one arm as the 
** other, —In the beginning of the laſt month, I 
* followed the ſame midwife, where the nate; pre- 
„ ſented. The woman was pretty much ex- 
* hauſted, and the pains had left her for ſome 
time: but this proved only a temporary ceſſa- 
« tion - for, aſter reſreſhing the woman with cor- 
*« dials, and properly encouraging her, the pains re- 
* turned in a manner which, I was in hopes, would 
* ſoon have put an end to the buſineſs, But 


„herein 1 was diſappointed ; for the parts, not- 


„ withſtanding a ſeries of very ſharp pains, did 


not deſcend in the leaſt, I therefore deterini- 
ned to go up for the feet; but the waters having 
„ been long gone off, the uterus was ſo contract- 
« ed, that I found it impraQticable to pals up my 
hand: therefore, getting the beſt hold I could, 
with both my hands, I aſſiſted in the time of 
pain, brought down the nates, and at length 
« delivered the fetus, without the leaſt hurt either 


„to that or the mother. The child was very 


large, 


L 469 J 8 \ | 
„ large, was web-fingered, and had a hare· lip.— 
« ] have at preſent nothing more to add, and no- 
thing need be added to the profound reſpect 
« with which I am, &c.“ 


_— — ———_— — —— 


THE ANSWER. 
*DEAR SIR, 


66 I RECEIVED yours, and am 
'« pleaſed to find that you ſtill ſupport your mid- 
* wifery buſineſs with the ſame ſucceſs as uſual, 


„The diſpute you had with the midwife is not 
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* unuſual upon fuch occaſions 3 which ſhews, 


* that the perſon called in ſhould always carefully 


examine if any damage has been done, either to H 54 
/ * mother or child, that he may acquaint the pre- | | 1 | 
, engaged practitioner of it, or make a report | 5 
: thereof to the relations of the patient, if ne- þ f 
1 


ceſſary, before the operation is undertaken, 


*. * mn. 
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bond . 


„Jam, with great eſteem, &c.“ 


113 CASE 


CASE CXLIX. 


For this and the following Cafe I am in- 
debted to the obliging communication of the ſame 
Correſpondent who favoured me with Caſes 
cxxvii and cxxviii,—In the year 1760, he was 
called to Saran, the wife of Tyomas OurTe-» 
RIDGE, a labouring man, in the pariſh of Bin- 
IId. He found an ample diſtenſion of the os 
inlernum, and the membranes full, turgid, and 
puſhing down very low into the vagina; and 
therefore concluded, that, upon their breaking, 
the head would conſequently deſcend into the 
pelvis : but this event not happening to his wiſhes, 
notwithſtanding the pains were uncommonly 
ſharp and long, he had recourſe to patience (a 
maxim, in the practice of midwifery, which he 


recommends, from experience, as truly venera- 
ble, 


bl 
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ple, and which, iu this inſtance, he tried to that 
degree which reflects much honour on his {kill 
and humanity), for he waited upwards of eight- 
and-forty hours after the membranes broke; and 
notwithſtanding the long ſucceſſion of moſt vio- 
lent pains, finding the head too large to advance 
beyond the middle of the pelvis, and the woman 
being very reſtleſs and uncaſy, and beginning to 
flood ; fearing he ſhould loſe both mother and 
child, he thought it moſt adviſeable to dilate the 
crantum, that, by leſſening its bulk, he might 
either get a firm hold for the crotchet, or blunt 
hook, and by that means ſucceed in its extrac- 
tion. He therefore opened the cranium with the 
ſciſſars, deſlroyed the connexions of the brain, 
and it was eaſily evacuated. Having got good 
firm hold with the blunt hook, he exerted his ut- 
molt ſtrength to bring down the ſhoulders, but 
without effect. The aſſiſtants being much terri- 
fied and alarmed, the flooding increafing to a 
very dangerous degree, and the pulſe beginning 
| to intermit, he found himſelf in the moſt trying 
luuation ; and fearing he muſt abſolutely loſe 
| 114 both 
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both the mother and the child, if he did not de. 


liver immediately, he reſolved to try if he could 


not turn the child, and bring it footling ; in which 
attempt he was more happy than before; and with 
ſome difficulty getting at the feet and legs, he 
brought them down, with part of the body; but it 
was with inconceivable trouble that he was able to 
H 
early 
and | 
more 
She | 
Icedin 
diſch 


Was 1 


deliver the ſhoulders, At length, however, he 
ſucceeded ; and the woman recovered and did 
well in che uſual time, without any material in- 
terruption, and he has ſince delivered her of ſe— 
veral children. He adds, that he was never ſo 
thoroughly fatigued in his life ; and that, had 
he known, at firſt, that the head and ſhoulders 


were in ſuch diſproportion to the dimenhons of 


the pelvis, he might have delivered the woman, pale, 


ſcarc 


the 0 
In th 


ſorcib 


by leſſening the head, ſooner; but as the child 
was alive, and the mother ſtrong and in good 
ſpirits, he thinks he could not have anſwered it 
to his conſcience, till the danger which threatened 
creaſ 
he ih 
great 


both mother and child made the operation abſo- 


lutely neceſſary. 


CASE 


id 
RNS — u — 
th 
he 
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he of was called to Mrs. 8 
id early in the morning of the 28th of Juxs laſt, 


, of Boxrey, 


n- Wand found that, by her own account, ſhe was not 
ſe · ¶ more than fix months advanced in her pregnancy. 
ſo he had had regular pains all through the pre- 
2d eeding night, and an irregular, but copious, 
rs diſcharge of blood from the uterus, ſo that ſhe 


of {Was reduced to extreme debility : her lips were 


pale, and her pulſe was ſo low and weak, as to be 
ſcarcely perceptible. Upon touching, be found 
the os inte / num very rigid, and but little dilated, 
it In this perilous ſtate of the caſe, fearing that a 
d NVorcible dilatation of the os internum might in- 


> Wirreaſe the hæmorrhage, and dreading the event, 


he thought it right to apprize her relations of the 


preat- danger ſhe was in, and to call another 
practitioner 
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practitioner into conſultation upon the caſe, The 
gentleman who was ſent for, concurred in oi. 
nion with our Author, and thought it would 


be beſt to continue her in a ſupine poſture, and 


not to uſe the leaſt force, To alleviate the 
ſpaſms, opiates were preſcribed, with corrobg. 
rants and aſtringents between whiles, which were 
punctually adminiſtered for ſome hours; all 
cloths dipped in cold vinegar were applied exter- 
nally to the loins ; and ſhe was ſuffered to drink 
nothing warm, or that had the leaſt tendency to ac. 
celcrate the circulation. By this means the flooding 
abated ; and, as ſhe lay caſy, he ventured u 
leave her, for the preſent ; but was called again, 
in a great hurry, about ten o'clock in the ſame 
evening, He found her warm : the hemorrhag 
was ſtopped : the os internum much more d. 
lated, and the pains were pretty ſtrong and 16 
gular: but as he was fearſul that the flooding Wor | 
might return, he thought it right to rupture the Won : 
membranes, and let the waters off, which he Cid; 
and, in a few minutes after, the patient va What 


delivered of a ſmall dead child; foon ali 


which, 
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fich, he was very doubtful of her, as to 


The 
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>uld 
and 

the 
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were 
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XIer- 
rink 
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+ or death, as ſhe appeared ſo very low and 
jut, with a finging in her cars, and miſt before 
r eyes, owing to a ſudden increaſe of the hæ- 
orrhage : he immediately made ligatures upon 
e extremities, applied flannels dipped in cold 
negar to the loins and abdomen, and gave her a 
tle of the tin du a Thebatca, with ſome drops of 
tie tincture, in ſome red wine and water 
id in a few minutes ſhe began to come to her- 
If: and to prevent a relapſe, by a moderate con- 
ding 
d u 


gain 


puation of the ſame means, together with the 
e of the cortex, and a nutrient and incraſ- 
ting regimen, ſhe was recovered; but was 


lauer ſome time afflicted with great pain; which 


bags probably owing to the loſs of ſo much 
: d-MMood. —In flooding caſes, the aſſiſtance of a 
ließ eon cannot be too ſoon ſought for. Our Au- 


ding Wor regrets, that he was not conſulted as 
c the 


did, 


was 


hon as the flooding firſt appeared, as he thinks 
de loſs of eight ounces of blood, added to 
lat which had been pre-diſcharged, muſt have 
ada oed fatal, 


lich CASE 
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CASE CLI. 


E 


been much debilitated by a frequent habit 


L——, aged thirty, whoſe ſyſlem h 


miſcarriage, was again pregnant in JuxE 177 
and ſhe was adviſed to conſult me. Being ve 
weak, delicate, and nervous, I uſed ſuch jr 
Pliplaclic remedies as I thought moſt proper, 1 
gulated her diet and cautioned her againſt a 
exerciſe or motion which might endanger miſca 
riage, She had never before paſſed the four 
month without aborting, but had now arrived 
the ſeventh, with hopes of reaching her full time 


cund! 


but on the 2d of JAN UART 1777, I was hall "0 


called to her, and found her flooding in ſo du at ! 


gerous a manner, that it was difficult to keep Mu ot 


alive, It was too late to expect any thing ſro 


(477 1 


e power of medicine; and I did not ftay to 


ke uſe of any external refrigerating applica- 
ons, as I looked upon the emergency of the caſe 
o be ſuch, that the woman muſt inevitably die, 
ithout immediate delivery. The membranes 
ad broke; and the head of the child preſent- 
vg, 1 ſhould moſt certainly have truſted the deli- 
ery.to the natural pains, had not the patient been 
duced to ſo low an ebb, The uterine orifice 
ing ſufficiently dilated, I puſhed up the head, 
aſſed by it, and obtained the feet; and whilſt 


1 n aſſiſtant made a preſſure externally upon the 
en of the woman, I accompliſhed the deli- 


er, 1 
| ar 


niſca 


ery of the child, which for ſome time appcared 
ery weak and languid, but revived, and lived 


any days. A recurrence of fainting-fits coming 
fourt 


| n immediately after the delivery, I paſſed my 
* and up into the ucrus, and ſoon extracted the 
lime 
hall 
) dat 


ep [4 


cundines; but the debility was ſo general, and 
e ulerus ſo totally devoid of contractile power, 
lat | deſpaired of ſaving the patient, who ſunk 
t of one fainting fit into another ſo faſt, that 


| frot : 
It 
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it was expected every minute would have ber 
her laſt, In this diſtreſsſul Nate, I found i: i" 
poſſible to get her to take any thing, either a 
medicine or nouriſhment. I therefore had | 
ſttipped as faſt as poſſible, ſet open the winds 
of the chamber, and expoſed the naked body 
the open air, which was at that time moſt 
tenſely cold. I ſtuffed the vagina with a ſpony 
dipped in vinegar, in which ſome roch alu 
had been diſſolved; and although no figns 
life were perceptible for ſome minutes, and i 
pulſe and reſpiration ſeemed totally loſt for t 
period; at lengtha tremulous vibration in the pull 
gave me ſome hopes, which were confirmed! 
her breathing, and gradually recovering tt 
ſenſes, ſo as to be able to ſwallow a little panad 
and red wine. She complained of violent pa 
in her head, and in the lumbar region. It 
recovery was at times very doubtful ; and 
was not till three months after her delivery i 
ſhe was able to leave her room, and then 1 
without aſſiſtance: and it has not ſince been 


the 
chan 
ſyſte 
cont 
cong 


conc 


| albus 
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the power of tonic medicines, a proper regimen, 
change of air, or the cold bath, to reſtore the 
ſyſtem to a healthy degree of ſtrength : but ſhe 
continues nervous and relaxed, has a hectic 
congh, frequent pains in her head, has never 
conceived fince, and is ſubjet to the fluor 
albus, 
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CALS. Ot. - 

bekt 
er FOWLER, of this town, * 
about ſix-and-thirty years of age, a woman of a * 
delicate frame and lax fibres, in the fourth month i 
of her pregnancy, aſter having for ſome time be- yi 
fore been troubled with a cough, pains in the caſe 
back and loins, flatulence, and rigors, was ſud- be 
denly ſeized with an kemoptoe. The blood which "Ma 
was thrown up was pure and florid, and dil- the 
charged without any violent efforts. Nitrous aud The 


abſorbent medicines were given her for ſome time, "y 
as well as elixir of vitriol, in proper doſes : ano- 
dynes were adminiſtered at bed-time, and dueregard 
paid to the non-naturals : but all to little or no 
effect; ſor the hemoptioe remitted and recurred re- 
gularly ; and, for the laſt five weeks preceding ber 


delivery, ſhe never, upon an average, {pit up 
| | lels 


| ( 4% J 
leſs than two pounds weekly. On the 15th of 
January, 1779, ſhe had ſymptoms of labour; 
and being applied to, I found the right hand low 
down in the vagina, but not as yet protruding 
through it : the membranes had broke, the night 
before. . Having placed the woman in a conveni- 
ent ſituation, I paſſed my hand (well lubricated) 
up the vagina, returned the arm, and went in 
ſearch of the feet; and, having found them 
without much difficulty, proceeded to accom- 
pliſh the delivery as is uſual in præternatural 
caſes, Conſidering the low and reduced late of 
the patient, ſhe underwent the operation much 
better than could have been expected; and, till 
the ſixth day, was entirely free from the hemoproe. 
The lockia flowed in a proper manner; and not- 
withſtanding ſhe was low and weak, her relations 
began to entertain ſome hopes of her recovery. 
But, at the above-mentioned period, the diſcharge 
rom the lungs returned in a greater degree than 
yer; the lochia entirely ceaſed ; a fever, deliri- 
m, and diarrhcea ſupervened ; and the poor 
oman died in the evening of the eighth day 
Vor, II. K k after 
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aſter her delivery. The child at firſt appeared 
flronger than might have been expected, but gn. 
dually waſted away, and in the end died tahid, 
It is a very juſt obſervation of Dr. Lea', 
that delicate women, who have lax fibres, of all 
others, ſuſtain the loſs of blood with moſt dan. 
ger, being extremely apt to faint, and are ſubjed 


to a violent head-ach; ſo that uncommon 


attention ſhould be paid to their ſafety, In 
ſuch habits, eſpecially after delivery, and in” © 
caſes of extreme weakneſs, he adviſes hartſhom 
jellies, with Rheniſh wine, and thoſe thing 
which give nouriſhment to the body, and con- 
ſiſtence to the blood; and recommends an inſu- 
ſion of the cortex with cinnamon, in French cla- 
ret, and the addition of a little fine ſugar, as 1 
grateful and generous cordial, without heating 


the body. 


CASE 


CASE CLII. 


Ox the zth of Ocrovrn, 1779, I was ſent 


for to E-—— Bo, of A—, a few miles from 


hence, who for ſeveral days and nights had been 
n labour, and was attended by a midwife. 
The membranes broke the day before; and by 
he ſtrength of the labour-pains, and long com- 
reſion of the head in the pelvis, it was ſqueezed 
o a longiſh form, with a large tumour on the 
rex, The head having been long in an advanced 
ate, andthelabour-pains ſtill very good, it became 
eceſſary to enquire into the cauſe which impeded 
ie birth. J obſerved the face of the patient to 
very livid, and ſo much ſwelled, that it was 
moſt impoſſible to diſcern one ſingle feature 
Ilindly ; which, upon examining, was found 
proceed from a black riband which ſhe wore 
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round her neck, that had been forgotten to be 
taken off, and which was now inſtantly removed, 
She had had no ſtool, nor had ſhe made a drop 
of water, for the laſt three days; upon which! 
ordered a clyſter of milk, oil, and coarſe ſugar, 


to be injected, which brought away an immenſe 


quantity of indurated feces ; and, with ſome dif- 


ficulty in its introduction, I drew away, with the 
catheter, near two quarts of water. I now ſuſ- 
fered the labour to go on; and had the ſatisſac- 
tion, in leſs than two hours after theſe open. 
tions, to kind the natural efforts ſufficient to el. 
fe& the delivery in a ſafe manner, and without 
any injury to the perineum, From che comprel 
ſion which the head had ſo long undergone, the 
child was much convulſed; and notwithſtandin 
I allowed the navel- ſtring to bleed a large cy 
full, made a revulſion as ſoon as poſſible with 
purgative clyſter, and applied an emollient poul 
tice to the head, the poor infant was cariicd dl 
by convulſions in leſs than two hours after it wi 
born.—LAMOTTE, Obſ. ccxlv. gives us the Cal 


of a woman, who bad been in labour two da 
| all 
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and two nights: che waters were gone off, and 
de de child had preſented with the vertex for twen- 
y-four hours, without having either advanced 
"0? Wl cr retired. He tried to empty the bladder with 
the catheter, or by puſhing back the head, but 
Sat, ¶ could do neither: he tried then to give her a 
enle clyſter, but in vain ; and he was at length, reluc- 
tantly, obliged to have recourſe to the crotchet ; 
i the with which he delivered her, and ſhe did very 
well afterwards.— The woman, whoſe caſe is 
above recited, has had another child fince, which 


came in a præternatural direction one foot only 


having fallen down into the vagina—by which 
he practitioner who attended her, gently pulled 
he breech was forced down by the aſſiſtance of 
jatural pains—and no further trouble attended 
te delivery. | 
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CASES CLIV. and CLV. J. 

* 

COMMUNICATED "0 

IN A LETTER TO THE LATE m 

DR. COLIN MACKENZ IE. 

« fa 

| Avcvsr 21, 1774. 4s 

«* DEAR SIR, 5 

"vB 

«a Ix the two following Caſes, I ſhould ; ? 

** eſlcem it a ſingular act of kindneſs to be fn WF x 

* youred with your opinion.—The Wiſe of a . 8 

* Tradeſman in this neighbourhood had been . Z 

delivered of one child, by a midwife, about two Wl . 

* o'clock in the morning of the 3d of May lai, . be 
'* who not finding he placenta come away as uſual 6 

had paſſed her hand up, and ſound the face dl = Y 

a ſecond child preſenting at the brim of the -.. " 

„volk which circumſtance ſhe very inconlide- . th 


6 ately 


\ 
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« rately told the mother, whoſe pains were obſerved 
© to ſlacken from that very inſtant : her ſpirits were 
« depreſſed ; and, under much apprehenſion of 
« danger, ſhe dcfired that I might be conſulted ; 
«a requiſition which the midwife ſtrenuouſly 
« oppoſed ; averring, that there was not the leaſt 
manner of occaſion for more help, and that a 
* little time and patience would bring every thing 
„ ſafe and right. But though ſhe had preſcribed 
* patience, it did not ſeem a rule which ſhe herſelf 
" paid much regard to; for ſhe kept on teazing the 
woman with fruitleſs and unneceſſary examina- 
tions, frequently altering her poſition, and 
„making uſe of every artifice ſhe was miſlreſs 
* of (but all to no effect) till four o'clock the 
next morning; when the patient being entirely 
„ wearied out, the attendants frightened, and a 
* flooding coming on, it was concluded I ſhould 
be called in; when I found the patient under much 
" anxiety of mind, hot, reſtleſs, and flooding : 
the face preſented low down in the pelvis, with 
* the chin to the ſacrum, the bregma to the pubes, 
che pains entirely gone, the waters evacuated, 
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„and the uterus contracted, The woman told 6 
* me, ſhe had felt the child juſt before 1 1 
* came, and much wiſhed to know if 1 
could deliver her? to which I replied in the 1 


*« affirmative; and added, that, the ſooner it was | 


« done, the more chance would be given to the 
child. She moſt obligingly acceded to my 
* opinion ; but the midwife interfered, proteſt. 
„ing that, if any force was to be uſed, ſhe 
« would leave the houſe, and not be acceſſary to 
her death. As we could very well diſpenſe 
* with her company, I begged ſhe would put her 
threats into execution; which ſhe very abruptly 
„ did, and left me to proceed as I thought pro- 
„ per. The poſition of the head being aſcer- 
** tained, I had the patient placed on her back, 
« with her breech over the fide of the bed; and 
then, with ſome difficulty, applied the ſhon 
forceps along the ears, puſhed up the head, 
* turned the chin from the ſacrum to the leſ 
« ilium, gradually brought it out from under the 
* arch of the pubes, and in a ſhort time del 


« yered it: the body eaßly followed ; and, in! 
« ſew 
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« few minutes afterwards, the placentæ, united 
„ in one cake, with two firings, were excluded. 
« The lips, tongue, and noſe of the child were 
much ſwelled and inflamed, from the injudi- 


vas ( cious ſingering of the midwife : there were not 
the « the leaſt marks of the forceps to be perceived; 
my 4% and the child, which was much larger than the 
ſt. « firſt, lived only three hours: the woman, 
ſhe though naturally not of the moſt robuſt conſti- 
to * tution, recovered in a ſhorter time than uſual. 


nſe „AI think, Sir, chat, upon the firſt diſcovery 
her of the face, there could have been no impro- 
tly « priety in turning the child, and bringing it 


o- „away by its feet, eſpecially as it was not far 
er- advanced in the elvis; and this, moſt proba- 
k, * bly, would have been the means of ſaving its 


„life. The midwife acknowledged, that ſhe 
broke the membranes of the ſecond child, to 
" diſcover its ſituation. The next Caſe is briefly 
as follows: A young Gentlewoman, in the ſe- 
venth month of her pregnancy, from a fright 
„ which ſhe received on the 6th of Juxe, was 
" ſeized with uneaſineſs in the back and belly, 
«© bearing- 
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„ bearing-down pains, with irregular inter. 
* ſtons, and flooding, It was at a very danger 
** ous period; and being ſent for, finding the 
** pulſe in a ſtate to bear it, I took away a fc 
% ounces of blood from the arm, adviſed an ho. 
* rizontal poſition of the body, and exhibited an 
** aſlringent mixture, with ſyrupus e meconio. By 
this means the flooding ſeemed much abated, 
and, for the preſent, I left her. Upon viſit. 
ing in the evening, I was much ſurpriſed to 
find her ſtruggling with convulſions, foaming 
at the mouth, and inſenſible ; but the flooding 
had not recurred to any great degree. The 6 
* tince was widely dilated ; and, after waiting 
* ſome time, the patient became ſeuſible, and 
ſpoke but in a few minutes relapſed ; and the 
« flooding increaſing to a dangerous degree, I 
* thought no time ſhould be loſt, Upon cxa- 
„mining, I ſound the convulſions had added as 
1 labour-pains ; for the ſ#ius, included in the 
+ membranes, now protruded out from be- 
« yond the os ex/ernum, and, being ſmall, was 
* caſily brought along and delivered—but lur- 


© vived 


1 492 ] 

« yived only a few hours. The convulſions re- 
turned but once after her delivery. She con- 
« tinued weak and low for ſome time ; but, by 
« ſtrengthening food and proper medicine, ſhe is 
„now as well as moſt women are in the begin- 
« ning of pregnancy, which is her preſent ſtate, 
beyond a doubt. 


« I remain, my good Friend, &c.“ 


THE ANSWER 


% DEAR SIR, 


N Ix regard to the Cafes which you 

have been kind enough to favour me with, I 
think you have ated in them both with ſpirit 
and judgment. As the midwife went up to 
'* ſearch ſor the preſentation, and found the face, 
| * the 
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the waters not gone, it would have been but 
little trouble to have got up farther, and 0 
* have ſeized the feet; and if, by the touch 
« only, the child was found high, and not rea- 
* dily coming down—the membranes not broke 
„Eno particular circumſtance attending to for- 
« bid the turning—I can ſee no reaſon, why, 
* according to the general rule, the feet might 
* not have been ſearched for, and brought down, 
When the pains are ſtrong and regular, and 
* the child coming down as faſt as poſſible, 
face or vertex preſenting, the delivery ſhould 
© be ſubmitted to Nature. I have obſerved, 
* there are two ſorts of fits, which {ometimes 
* attend women in labour, which are, nervous 
„and hyſteric ; neither of which are fo dan- 
* gerous as convulſive fits—eſpecially whilſt the 
* 05 timce remains in an undilated ſtate—which 
* continuing long, and if the patient grows 
« fiiff, and foams at the mouth, there ſeems no 
* other remedy, than removing the immediate 
** caule by delrvery,, When fits come on, 
aud 


«4 
| 

(4 
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„ and the head of the child ticks in the pelvis, 
« delivery muſt be expedited by the forceps; 
« or, if immediate danger urges, it muſt be 
reduced by the ſciſſars. 


« Yours, &.“ 
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CASE CLI. 


COMMUNICATED 


IN A LETTER TO THE LATE 
DR. COLIN MACKENZIE, 


NoveMBER 29, 1774. 


* DEAR SIR, 


6 Ix the evening of the 21ſt inflant, 
I was called in great haſte to attend Mrs. Cx, 
© of E= P— —, five miles from hence. She 
was about twenty years of age, of an external 
form and make apparently not the beſt adapted 
** for a well-formed pelvis, and in labour with 
her firſt child. A midwife, who had been in 


waiting the two preceding days and nights, 


'* acquainted me, that every thing was right, 
„but that the head had not advanced at all; 
„that 
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« that the waters were diſcharged, a pain or two 


« after ſhe firſt came to her; and that the mouth 
« of the womb had been very cloſe ſhut for ſome 
« time, but was now ſufficiently open ; that the 
« pains had been very ſtrong, and ſtill continued 
« ſo; that the child had, at times, befouled it- 
« ſelf; and that it ſhould, in her opinion, be 
turned and delivered—but that ſhe ſubmitted 


to me. The woman's ſtrength was pretty 
good, and ſhe ſpoke cheerfully ; but told me, 
« ſhe had not felt the child for ſome hours, I 
* comforted her with the beſt aſſurances in my 
„power; and, upon examination, found the 
head of the child preſſing down into the pelvis 
„in a conical form: the -parzetal bones were 
* ſqueezed together, and felt to the touch like a 
ridge; and, upon more minute enquiry, I 
could plainly diſcover a projection of the lum- 
bar vertebræ over the ſacrum, lo as to conſtitute 
* a degree of diſtortion beyond a probability of 
lucceſs in turning to deliver by the feet. That 
the child was dead, there was not the leaft 
doubt, there was ſuch a fælor ariling from the 


„ ulerts, 
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i uterus ; beſides, the ſcalp and hair ſhipped away 
„ ſrom my finger. In this trying juncture, as 
much as poſſible I concealed the agitation and 


* ſolicitude of my own mind; and privately ac. 


*« quainting the huſband and relations of the pa. | 


* tient with the dangerous ſituation of things, 
*« defired fome other practitioner might he called 


„in. But this being rejected, I found myſcif 


under the diſagreeable neceflity of managing 
the caſe by myſelf, I waited patiently for fix 
© hours, that the force of the pains might bring 
don as much more of the head as the nar- 
« rownels of the parts would admit: but after 
waiting this time, and finding the head ill 
© in the ſame poſition and direction, the ſoft 
« parts being completely dilated, and that the 
% woman had not made any water ſince her labour 
© commenced; I introduced the catheter, and 
drew off a great quantity of urine z then placed 
5 the patient as in the application of the forceps, 
and cautiouſly introduced the long ſciſſars into 
the vag ina, made a free opening in the craniun, 


„aud, by means of the blunt hook, evacuated 
| mn the 


4 
if 
1 


ur 
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| « the brain. As the woman's life was in no im- 


„ mediate danger, and the pains tolerably ſtrong, 
« I now allowed her to reſt, in hopes that the 
„bones would collapſe, and the pelvis prove not 
ſo much diſtorted as to prevent the protruſion 
« of the head by the force of the natural pains : 
but not finding this the caſe, after waiting two 
hours longer, I had recourſe to the blunt hook, 
© which I introduced with two fingers, and en- 
« deayoured to make an extraction: my utmoſt 
attempts, however, proving fruitleſs, the crotchet 
became my dernier reſſort. Having with ſome 
difficulty applied a blade of that inſtrument, 
* and got firm hold behind one ear, I exerted all 
„my ſtrength, but could not make the extrac- 
tion; upon which, I applied the other blade, 
" brought the handles together, ſecured them, 
"and, by gently moving from blade to blade, 
* aſter ſome time extracted the head; but, in the 
delivery of the ſhoulders, was obliged to uſe the 
blunt hook, which I found attended with inex- 
* preſſible difficulty and trouble. What with 
« the extremity of the caſe, and the uncommon 
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* rity of the weather, my fatigue and indiſpoſuion 


were ſo great, that now, for the firſt time ſince 
* the above occurrence, I have only been able 
es als my hand in tranſmitting you the above 
*« particulars, —lI forgot to tell you, that the pla- 
© centa came away without difficulty. The dif 
„ charge of the lochia has been in proper quan- 
« tities. On the third day, her milk began to 
« come, and ſhe has remained entirely free from 
„ pain, but is troubled with ſuch an inconti- 
„ nence of urine, that ſhe ſeldom retains any 


* longer than two hours, This complaint, how- 


ever, I hope, will not prove very dangerous, 
© and that in time the parts will recover their 
« former tone. Perhaps it might ariſe from the 


« long-continued preſſure of the head upon the 


i 
. — 1 

6 ſylunder vefice: if not, to what other cauſe : 
e 

© can it be imputed? I am very deſirous of your F 
TO Ne WL” : J 

te opinion in this matter, and am, with much WWF . 
1 

„ efleem, 1 6 
« Your's, &c.“ * 
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THE ANSWER. 
«DEAR SIR, 


* LI me beg of you, the firſt 
narrow heluis you have, when the head muſt be 
« diminiſhed, to try the extraction with one 
* crotchet in the os petroſum ; i. e. within the 
« ſcull, and guard it with the hand on the out- 
« fide, and let me have your opinion of the me- 
„ thod, Be pleaſed alſo to try with the forceps 
* before you attempt the crochet, as that ſhould 
* always be the laſt reſource, and never uſed, if 
« poſſible, to deſtroy the child, till there are 
evident ſigns of its being dead, as in the Caſe 
* you have related, You was right in acquaint- 
ing yourſelf with the width of the elvis, and 
every neceſſary, before you undertook the ope- 
nation; and I cannot but applaud your con- 
duct and deliberate behaviour upon this occa- 

| L1z * hon, 


[ 300 


« fon, which gave me great ſatisfaftion,—I: i; 


„common in laborious Caſes, to have an ob— 
« traction of urine, &c. the firſt ſour dais; 
" ach if not relieved in time with the catheter, 
« the urethra mortiſies, and there is a H ſome. 
times during life,-In the other Caſe, of re- 
« laxation from the preſſure of the head, the re- 
** covery is {low, and often uncertain, Regulate 
the non-naturals, recover your patient from her ] 
lying: in, and then put her upon ſuch methods 2 
as will corroborate her ſyſtem. To hear from 


*« you at all times, will oblige 


* Tours. 3c.” of 


CASE 


CASE. CLVII. 


M S — . a married woman, aged forty, 
of an hyſterical habit and low ſtature, was at- 
n tended by a midwiſe, in her firſt labour, on the 
27th of Jaxvary, 1772. She had been with 


her all the forcgoing night, through the whole 
of which the pains had been but ſmall and re- 
mote, but towards the morning increaſed, and 
became Hronger; and about ten o'clock the mem- 
branes broke, and a large quantity of water was 
diſcharged ; and all on a ſudden, without any 
obvious cauſe, the patient was attacked with a 
convulſive fit, from which ſhe ſoon recovered— 
but relapſed again, foamed at the mcuth, and 
became totally ſtupid ; in which ſtate I found 


L13 mined, 


her, about one o'clock on the ſame day. I exa- 
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mined, and found the os tince pretty well dilated ; 
but eaſily perceived there was a wrong prelent- 
ation of the fetus ; and that it was its back which 
offered, I was convinced by the ſharp ridge of 
the ſpine, which ran from ſide to fade, As her 
pulle was full and quick, I immediately took 
away twelve ounces of blood from her arm, and 
preſcribed an emollient clyſter to be given with 
all expedition; for it was impoſſible to admini- 
ſter antiſpaſmodics by the mouth, as ſhe was 
not able to ſwallow, The clyſter procured her 
.a plentiful paſſage ; but till for ſome time 
ſhe continued in a comatoſe ſtate, and the 


return of the convulſions ated as the la- 


bour pains, Therefore, between the ſpaſms, 


I introduced my hand well lubricated, puſhed 


up the preſenting part, and, paſſing my hand in 


its atteſt ſhape over the coſtæ, without much 
difficulty brought down the feet, and delivered 
the child as is uſual in preternatural preſenta- 
tions. Soon aſter the delivery, the placenta 
came eaſily my and I was now 1n great 

hopes 


un! 
the 


car 


alte 
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hopes that the convulſions would abate—but 8 
— unhappily experienced the contrary z for | 
h they became more deſperate than ever, and ö 
f carried her off in the ſpace of half an hour 4 
r after her delivery. 
h : | 
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CASE CLVII. 


M 


H 


a woman of the ſanguineouz 


temperament and an irritable ſyſtem, after ſitting } 


up a whole night to dance, and being far ad- 
vanced in her firſt pregnancy, was ſuddenly taken 
with convulſions, and fell into labour, I was 
immediately ſent for; and after taking away 
ſome blood, and ordering an emollient clyſter, 
which had the deſired effet; examined, aud 
found the os uteri widely dilated, the membranes 
unbroke, and ſome part preſenting, which ! 
could not then exactly aſcertain ; but was ccr- 
tain the preſentation was not natural, I gave 
her an opiate to allay the pains, which, upon 
every recurrence, brought on the conwuljions 
The diſeaſe increaſed rapidly; and a flocding 


coming on, I judged that the patient's ſafety eu- 


urch 
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tiely- conſiſted in immediate delivery; and 


having ruptured the membranes, found that the 
child preſented with its fide, as I could eaſily 
diſcover the ribs, I immediately ſet about the 
delivery; and having, without much difficulty, 
brought down the feet, effefted the birth. 
The woman had no more fits after the deli— 
very of the child, and did well in the uſual 
time. She has ſince borne three children, and, 
in labour of the laſt, was attacked with convul- 
ſions. A Gentleman of eminence in the profeſ- 
fon was ſent for, and found it neceſſary to deliver 
the head, which ſtuck in the pelvzs, by the uſe of 
the forceps. The child was ſtill- born; but the 
woman had no more fits after the delivery, and 


recovered without any extraordinary diſhculty, 


CASE 
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CASE CLIX. 


O N Jaxvary the ad. 1780, I was deſired to 
viſit Ann PuixxIs, a pauper, belonging to the 
pariſh of Easr Matting, who had been in la- 
bour three days and nights, and was attended by 
two midwives. Soon after the waters came 
away, ſhe was attacked with ſtrong convulſions, 
which had for many hours beſore gone off, 
and returned upon the remiſſion of a labour 
pain. I found the caſe highly dangerous 
and deſperate; and the head being very 
low down in the pelvzs, with the ears to the iſchia 
and the face to the coccyx, and the patient being 
already on her ſide, I did not alter the poſition— 
but, without much difficulty, introduced one 
blade of the forceps, with which I was in hopes 


to have ſucceeded, without the introduction of 
the 
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e other: but finding this not practicable, 
introduced the ſecond, united their handles by 
jcature, and effected the delivery ina ſhort time, 


The child was alive, and the mother had but one 


1 


i aſter the delivery but was comatoſe and ſtupid 
or ſeveral days before ſhe recovered the free uſe 
pf her ſenſes, and then recollected nothing of 


ter labour or delivery. 
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CASE CLX. 


Ki 


inflammatory complaints, being in the laſt month 


of geſtation, on the g1 of SkrrEUbER, 1791, 
was very {ſuddenly attacked with convulſions, I 
was called to her, and found the convulſive ſpaſm 
very violent. She foamed at the mouth, and her 
whole face and body were diſtorted. As it was a 
period of pregnancy replete with the utmoſt dan- 
ger, I examined her, but could find not the lealt 
dilatation of the os tince, nor was there any prel- 


ſure from above to be diſcovered by the finger. | 


opened a vein in the arm, and took away ucat 


twenty ounces of blood, then preſcribed a laxa- 
tive clyſter, which had the deſired effect; and ſic 


ſoon aiter came out of the fit, and recovercd hit 


ſenſes. I ordered her to be kept cool aud quit, 
and 


, of a full habit, and liable to 


and 
geſti 
day 
brok 
ordit 
have 
whe! 
with 
anch 
ſlanc 
whic 
com 
this 

fron 
hic 
ing 

Dex 
calle 
Lig 
ſeize 
ever 
fall 


Wor 


I 


( 509 ] 
and directed the diet to be light, and eaſy of di- 
geſlion, which was duly obſerved; the next 
day [ymptoms of labour came on, the membranes 
broke, and ſhe was delivered, without any extra- 
ordinary aſſiſlance, of a child (which ſeemed to 
have been dead but a few hours) whoſe arms, 
when born, were ſtretched out in form of a crols, 
with the head bent downwards, and one entire 
anchploſes of the joints of the elbows ; a circum- 
ſlance that never occurred to me before, and 
which, I preſume, was owing to ſome particular 
compreſſion in the uterus; and moſt probably 
this peculiar conformation of the arms might, 
from irritation, occaſion the ſpaſmodic affections 
which preceded the delivery. — For the follow- 
ing Caſe we are obliged to the ingenious Dr, 
DexHam:—FesrRuUARY the 22d, 1766, be was 
called to Mrs. A 
lightly of pain and giddineſs in her head, was 


, who, after complaining 


ſeized with ſtrong convulſions, which returned 
every ten or twelve minutes, In the interval, ſhe 
ſell into a profound ſleep. She was a very liule 
woman, much deformed, at the full time of par- 

turition, 


Ce 


«j — 
* N 


I } 


turition, and had been bled twice in the preceding 


month for a bad cough. No ſigus of labour pre. 
ceded the fits, which reſembled the epilepſy in the 
violent action of the muſcles, working of che 
lower jaw, and the foaming at the mouth. The ei 
firſt attack was about twelve o'clock, Twelve „ 
ounces of blood were taken away, and ſoon after W kr 
a large doſe of laudanum was given. From the ho 
flate of the os internum, he perceived not the leaſt MW af 
ſign of approaching labour. The convulſions MW to 
were equal in point of ſtrength, but more fre- W bu! 
quent in their returns, At ſeven in the evening, on, 
bleeding and the opiate were repeated. At ele- defi 
ven, the os internum was thinner, but not at all 


opened, At one o'clock, ſhe ſhewed evident 


ſigns of being in pain; and the os tnternum was 
dilated to the fize of a ſhilling, and very thin, 
At three, the dilatation was much increaſed, and 
the head of the fetus began to deſcend into he 
pelvis. At four,” the os internum was fully open: 
ed, and the head advanced very faſt, 'There was 
no collection of water. The external parts were 


much relaxed; the convulſions returned very 
quick, 
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quick, and adted as pains. At five o clock, the 
head lay upon the perineum ; and he waited half 
an hour, in ex pectation of the delivery being 
finiſhed ; when apprehending ſhe would die 
every inſtant, he applied the forceps, and deli- 
yered her with the greateſt caſe, and without her 
knowledge, The child had been dead about two 
hours. The longeſt interval between the fits was 
aſier the laſt bleeding, ben the os inlernum began 
to dilate, He gently aſſiſted between every fit; 
but being convinced that this endeavour brought 
on, continued, or increaſed the convulfions, he 
defiſted, and left the work to Nature. In the in- 
terval between the fits, there was neither that 
kind of look in the cheeks, or that particular 
pulſe, which indicates an extravaſation of blood 
in the brain. She lay about twenty minutes after 
the delivery in the ſame inſenſible ſtate, when ſhe 
lell into a ſtrong convulſion. He found the pla- 
centa ſeparated, and it was brought away without 
violence, A moderate diſcharge followed, The 
opiate was repeated, and ten grains of muſk was 
direded to be given every hour, for fix times. 
She 
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She had four ſtrong fits within three houts after | 
her delivery, which probably were occaſioned by 
the expulſion of the diſcharges. In the evening, 
ſhe lay as if in a profound fleep, except when 
urged to take ſome nouriſhment ; immediately | 
after which, ſhe fell into the ſame ſlate, 24th, | 
ſhe ſhewed ſome figns of being ſenſible, but could 
not ſpeak, The lockia were fetid, ſerous, and in 
{mall quantity. 25th, ſhe had lain quiet all | 
night, and continued to doze great part of the 
day ; but in the evening ſhe grew reſtleſs. The 
hypogaſiric region was puffed up, and the lochia 
were in very {mall quantity, An opiate was 
given. 26th, ſhe had intervals of reſt and un- 
eaſmeſs all night, with eatchings of the mouths 
and ſtrong twitchings of the hands and legs, 
The abdomen was very much ſwelled, and the 
lochia as before. She had never (poke, but now 
ſhewed marks of being in great pain. The ab- 
domen was well fomented, and then embrocated 
with anodyne balſam : a draught with conſed, 
Damoc. was given every four hours; cataplaſws 


were applied to the ſeet, and clyſters injeded. 
In 
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I the evening ſhe was more compoſed. 27th, 


he found her quite delirious, catching at, and 
repeating, any words ſpoken by the people about 
her, Her eyes were remarkably bright and 
ſtaring ; her pulſe was low and fluttering ; ſhe 
took her nouriſhment with great avidity. The 
abdomen was ſubſided, and ſhe did not ſeem in 
pain, She continued in this manner till morn- 
ing, when the convulſions returned, in one of 
which ſhe died. ——The following Caſe, which 
happened at a lying- in houſe in Town, the Doc- 
tor was favoured with by a Gentleman who at- 
tended, A woman of nineteen years of age, 
of a plethoric, ſtrong habit, went to the full 
time of parturition without any particular com- 
plaint. DecemBtR 13, 1765, ſhe was ſeized 
with pain and giddineſs in her head, which con- 
tinued till four o'\clock in the afternoon, when 
ſhe fell into a ſtrong convulſion, which laſted 
near an hour, At ſeven o'clock the Gentleman 
law her; and from that time to her delivery the 
convulſions returned every ten or fifteen minutes, 


She ſtruggled very much in them, and foamed at 
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the mouth. Each fit continued about two mi. 
nutes. She ſighed very much, and ſeemed ſen- 
ſible during the interval, but could not ſpeak, 
She could ſwallow any thin liquid which was 
given her. She was bled largely, and took 
thirty drops of ind. Theb, At eight o'clock the | 
membranes broke. The os tincæ was dilated to | 
the ſize of a ſhilling, but felt very rigid. At 
twelve, the head was beginning to deſcend into 
the pelvts, The opiate was repeated in a leſs 
quantity. At one, the dilatation was equal to a 
crown- piece. The head was locked in the pelvis, 
At four, the dilatation was complete, and the 
head fo low, that it was thought proper to apply 
the forceps. She was delivered of a dead child, 
and without her knowledge, The convulſions 
returned as before, till the placenta came away, 
when they left her. She fell into a ſound fleep 
ſoon after, and in about twenty-four hours reco- 
vered her ſpeech, and could recolle& her falling 
into the firſt fit, She continued in a better way 
than could have been expected, till the morning 
of the third day after delivery; when ſhe had a 


very 


E 


very ſtrong fever, with ſwelling and tenderneſs of 


the hypogaſtric region, and died in the evening 
of the fifth day.— For the three following 
Caſes we are obliged to Dr. Warrs, of BarrrE: 
Mrs. N 


in labour of her firſt child about ſix in the morn- 


, aged about thirty, was taken 


ing, the water coming off in the beginning of 


labour. The pains were flow and weak, till 
about fix at night; at which time they grew much 
ſtronger, and the acceſſion of one of them threw 
her into a convulſive fit. The convulſions re- 
curred with every pain, and in the intervals ſhe 
lay ſpeechleſs and inſenſible. Theſe fits were ſo 
violent, that two or three perſons were ſcarcely 
able to hold her. About twelve o'clock, a 
neighbouring Surgeon was ſent for ; who finding 
her in a very dangerous ſituation, diſpatched a 
meſſenger for our Author, who was met on the 
road by her huſband, adviſing him his wife was 
delivered, and likely to do well ; upon which he 
returned—but the next day he was ſent for. He 


arrived at the houſe about four in the afternoon, 


thirty-ſix hours aſter the delivery, She had made 


M m 2 urine, 
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urine, and the lochia were in good order; but ſhe 


was inſenſible, and quite ignorant of every thing 


that had paſſed, Her pulſes were full and fre. 
quent, her ſkin very hot; and, on being any 
way diſturbed, ſhe raved a good deal, He was 
informed ſhe had at times been very reſtleſs, ſo 
that it was with great difficulty they kept her in 
bed : but at this time ſhe lay ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, 
if no way diſturbed. As the brain ſeemed ſo te- 
markably affected, and this, as he imagined, in 
conſequence of the former convulſions and violent 
labour, he concluded the chief indication of cure 
conſiſted in relieving that viſcus. For this rea- 
ſon, henot only ordered her to be kept extremely 
quiet, and the room (which was remarkably 


light) to be darkened ; but likewiſe eight ounces 


of blood to be immediately drawn from the arm, 


and an emollient laxative enema to be. injected ; 
as likewiſe, if ſhe did not mend, the v. 1. to be 
repeated. She took ſome gentle ſudoriſic pow- 
ders, compoſed of lap. contray. camph. & nur. 
together with a reſrigerating nitrous emullion, 


which the Surgeon had brought her. The Doc- 


cor 


(317 J 
tor was afterwards informed by a letter, that ſhe 
became better after the firſt v. ſ. and that after 
the ſecond (which was performed the next morn- 
ing) ſhe evidently continued to mend till ſhe re- 
covered. The child was born dead. E. W. 
a young unmarried woman, aged about twenty- 
four, was found by her mother and relations, 
when they returned from church, on Sunday in 
the morning, in violent convulſions. A meſſen- 
ger being immediately diſpatched to a neighbour- 
ing Surgeon, his apprentice came, and bled her 
very plentiſully. Soon after this, a bliſter was 
applied to the ſhoulder, and an enema ordered to 
be injected, but it was omitted, About five in 
the afternoon, of the ſame day, our Author ſaw 
her; at which time ſhe was under the moſt vio- 
lent univerſal convulſions that ever he ſaw, ſo 

that ſeveral perſons could ſcarcely keep her in 

bed. The mucus was diſcharged in great quan- 
tity from the noſtrils ; ſhe foamed ; her eyes and 
mouth were terribly diſtorted : a more frightful 

object he never ſaw'in his life, and concluded 
the could live but a few hours, As he had heard 

M m 3 that 
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- bours, that ſhe was with child, he was reſolved 
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that a ſuſpicion had prevailed among the neigh- 


to ſatisfy himſelf of the truth of it, but in a way 
that might give no offence to the relations, For 


this reaſon, he flid tis hand down to the region 


between the umbilicus and ſcrobiculus cordis, under 


pretence of feeling how the ſtomach worked : 


and here our Author candidly confeſſes he 


had well nigh been led into a very great 
miſtake, and therefore cautions every young 
PraQtitioner of midwifery to be extremely circum- 
ſpe& in every caſe that gives the leaſt room for 
ſuſpected pregnancy (ſince a ſmall miſtake of this 
ſort, in the eye of the world, is looked on, tho' 
undeſervedly, as an anfallible ſign of ignorance) ; 
for finding this part in no wiſe tumid, and not 
thinking, juſt that moment, that poſſibly the child 
might be delivered, he had almoſt concluded the 
world had belied her. However, on recollec- 
tion, he paſſed his hand below the umbilicus, and 
was much ſurpriſed when he, found the uterus 


eontracted into an hard round lump. This me- 


thod of feeling for the contraſted uterus, he tells 
us, 


| { (19 ] 
us, he had always practiſed (in caſes wherein the 


ſpeedy deſcent of the placenta rendered the intro- 
ducing his hand into the uterus unneceſſary), in 
conſequence of inſtructions he received from 
Dr. SMELLIE ; and therefore, by experience, he 
knew ſhe had been very lately delivered of a 
child, which he now began to think had been 
made off with, He therefore acquainted the mo- 
ther with his thoughts : but ſhe poſitively denied 
ſhe had ever been with child; adding withal, 
« No more than yourſelf.” However, he in- 
ſiſted on ſearching ; and accordingly, on exa- 
mining, found a dead child altogether delivered, 
the feet only excepted, and lying compreſſed be- 
tween the ſemora; which having diſengaged, and 
ſhewn to the by-ſtanders, he extracted the pla- 
centa, and the violence of the fits conſiderably 


abated ſoon after, However, ſhe continued in a 
ſtupid, ſenſeleſs condition till the Tueſday morn- 
ing following, when ſhe came to herſelf ſo far as 
to be able to ſpeak ; and from this time ſhe con- 
tinued to mend, till ſhe totally recovered. The 
Doctor mentions this Caſe, he ſays, in order to 

| M m 4 | ſhew, 
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ſhew, that bleeding during theſe kinds of labours 


may be ſafely adminiſtered ; and it is his opinion, 


that; had nor dbe patient! bonn bleeded to un ex. | 


_ traordinary quantity, the extreme violence of the 


convulſions, together with their long duration, 


muſt have ſo far deſtroyed the functions of the | 
encephalon, as to have inevitably killed her,—— | 


A Gentlewoman being taken in labour of her 
firſt child, continued lingering for about forty- 
eight hours, when a meſſenger was ſent to our 
Author. When he came, he found the waters 
gone off, the pains {low and weak, the os tince 
low down, but no broader than a ſhilling, and 
the head preſenting right, As ſhe had got little 
or no reſt the two. preceding nights, he gave her 
an opiate, hoping that, after ſhe had recruited 


her ſpirits by fleep, the pains would become 


Aronger. However, ſhe ſlept but little, and the 
pains ſtill continued weak, till about ſour o'clock 
in the aſternoon of the ſucceeding day; when 
they became more frequent and ſtrong, ſo as to 
give him hopes of a pretty ſpeedy delivery. The 
huſband, who was a Surgeon, being very unealy 


al 


i 
ty 


Ol 


la 
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at her continuing fo long in labour, he acquaiut- 
ed him with the cauſes of it ; adding, that he 
apprehended no danger ; for if the pains would 
not do, he was ſure he could deliver with the 
ſorceps ; but that, unluckily, he had left them 
at home; and would have lent for them immedi- 
ately, but was ſtill in hopes of delivering with 
his hands only. The pains now grew ſtronger, 
and the head advanced fo far, that the ſwelled 
integuments of the occihut almoſt appeared be- 
tween the labia ; at which place it remained for 
the ſpace of half an hour, notwithſtanding the 
continuance of the moſt violent pains that ever 
he knew any woman to have in his life. He had 
not ſent for his forceps before; becauſe he had 
hoped to do without them; and thought, if the 
head did ſtick, he could but ſend for them at 
laſt ; when, juſt as he was thinking to ſend for 
them, the paticnt became delirious, and fell into 
cnoulfions, He was twelve miles from home; 
the patient in a diſorder which required ſpeedy, 


| rather immediate, delivery; his hands already 


lalliciently cramped ; and no forceps could be 


procured 
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Procured for ſome hours. He, however, conti. 


2 

nued his endeavours for near half an hour; when 2 

he got up, whilſt ſhe lay quiet, and de ſired to elt 
ſpeak with her huſband. He ordered the mid- / mis, 
wiſe to fit down, and, going juſt without the = 
door, deſired him to ſend for the forceps of a aut 
neighbouring Surgeon. He was under the great- com! 
eeſt perturbation at this unlucky accident of con. Wc: 


vulſions, which came ſo unforeſeen, and was the . bo 
only probable one that could have happened, in dent 
this caſe, to require the uſe of the forceps ſooner that 


than he could get them from home; for ſhe was have 


very ſtrong and hearty. Walking to and fro in u 


| the room, vexed at himſelf for his forget ſulneſs that 
| when he came from home, and meditating, whe- cou 
{ ther or no, if the convulſions continued, and ſhe mar 


grew very weak before the meſſenger returned Wien 
| with the forceps to open the head, ſhe was taken and 
[ with another violent convulſion. He ran up to vas 
the bed, and the ſtrength of the fit delivered the obſe 
child. During his extracting the placenta, which ture 


adhered very ſtrongly to the fundus uteri, ſhe lay app 
altogether ſtupid and ſenſeleſs ; and notwithſtand- wh 
ing 
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ti n the convulſions did not continue more than 


cen Mak an hour, did not recover her ſenſes in 
to | les than five or ſix hours after, There was one 
d- Whicfortune that had like to have happened, which 
be ar Author thinks proper to mention, by way of 
a aution to others; and that was: As the patient 
at- complained of ſickneſs juſt as ſhe was out of 
n breath at the going off of a pain, a woman held 
he WM: bottle of volatile drops to her noſe, and acci- 
in dentally let them run into that and her mouth, ſo 
ier chat he declares he never expected ſue would 
45 Whave breathed again. However trifling this ob- 
in Mcration may ſeem, our Author aſſures his reader, 
els ant a certain drunken man- midwiſe, in that 
e Whounty, had the misfortune to pour drops in this 
manner down the noſtrils and mouth of a pa- 
lent, who expired in the utmoſt agony, rubbing 
and tearing her mouth and noſtrils, but never 
vas able to breathe any more, He further 
obſerves, that if we conſider the ſupine poſ- 
ture of women in labour, we may be ſufficiently 


appriſed how eaſily ſuch an accident of the drops, 


when applied to their noſtrils, runuing into them, 


: may 


| 
' 
| 
| 
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may happen: for which reaſon, ever ſince th 
above accident, he has taken care to let no vol; 
tile drops, but ſalts only, be applied to the noſ 
in caſes of midwiſery.— Dr. Sto aur, Phyliciad 
at Pars, has lately experienced good effects ſiom 
the external uſe of cold water, in a caſe where 
the progreſs of labour was retarded by violent 
convulſions, Upon throwing a pail-ſull of water 
(in which ice had been previouſly diſſolved) on 
the patient, the ſpaſms inſtantly ſubſided, and 
the os uteri ſoon began to dilate, By a few repe- 
titions of this application, the convulſions were 
entirely removed, and the os uteri in a ſhort time 
was ſufficiently open to allow of the introduction 
of the forceps, with which the patient was deli- 
vered of a dead child, —Dr., Branvd, Phylician 
and Man-midwife to the WESTMINSTER General 
Diſpenſary, in the Lon Do] MEOICAL Jourxal, 
for NOVEMBER 1781, ſefion ad, has given us 
four Caſes of convulſions during parturition, 
which fell under his care. See alſo Caſes xxxvil, 
xlvi. and l. of this Work, 


CASE 


Xx. 


volal 


nol 
lician 
ſrom 
vherg 


EASE. CL 


olent 


wate HE unfortunate ſubject of this Article was 
') one wiſe of Jonx LoxcrEy, a day-labouring man 
and the pariſh of Ryarsn, near this Town. She 


repe- 


were 


d been eight times pregnant, was of a leuco- 
legmatic habit, and weakly. conſtitution, al- 
time ys ſubject to painful menſtruation ; and al- 
tough ſhe. had generally ſuffered mote than 


Jeli- aal in the firſt and ſecond claſs of diſeaſes con- 


tion 


clan Whevent upon geſtation, her labours had always 
eral wppily terminated in a favourable manner, 
Al, gh generally tedious and lingering. Early 


us 


the morning of the 20th of Marca laſt, ſhe 


n, es attacked with pains in the belly, groins, and 
es; and a junior Practitioner, whoſe aſſiſt- 
ce had been beſpoke, was ſent for ; who, after 


ting ſome time, judged the pains to be ſpuri- 


yo 
ous, 


1 
ous, gave her an opiate, and for the preſent lag 
her. In che morning of che following day hf 
was again ſent for; and, upon examination 
found the mucus deſcending, the os internum wide! 
ly dilated, the membranes ruptured, and the natd 
preſenting. He therefore, very properly, lab 
mitted the delivery to Nature, till the child ; 
advanced as far as the thorax ; when the ſe: 
were brought down, and he endeavoured to con 
duct the birth as is uſual in footling caſes: bu 
by all the efforts he could deviſe or think of, li 
was not able to deliver the head, which continue 
above the brim of the helvis, with the face to thy 
ſacrum. Fearing he ſhould ſeparate the head fron 
che body, notwithſtanding his repeated endea 
vours to deliver, he had prudently avoided tot 
much pulling force, In this ſituation the Cak 
reſted till four o'clock the next morning; whet 
the weakneſs of the patient, and his apprehen 
ſions for her ſafety, induced him to ſend ſor me; 
to whom he related the particulars of the Calc 
with much preciſion and accuracy, and vil 


that becoming compoſure and ſteadineſs which 
would 


of, ht 
winuel 
to the 
id from 
endea 
led tot 
ie Calt 
- whett 
prehen 
or me; 
e Cale, 
d with 


whic 


would 
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would have done honour to an older 
Practitioner. We conſented to alter the poſi- 
tion of the woman; and I, ineffectually, in 


almoſt every poſture we could think of, went 
over the ſame grounds as he had done before 
me, taking all the care that we poſſibly could, 
not to ſeparate the head from the body; but my 
hands and arms becoming cramped and tired, I 
gave it as my opinion, that the birth was retarded 
by an hydrocephalous head—to which conjecture 
he acceded ; and the danger of the poor woman 
becoming every minute more obvious, we agreed 
to call in a third Surgeon, to whom we related 
the particulars ; and he agreed with us in the 
probability of the impediment” being cauſed by 
the hydrocephalus, Several ineffectual trials again 
took place ; when, /upon conſultation, diminiſh= 
ing the head was thought of: but as it was fitu- 
ated too high to proceed with propriety, we 
agreed to place the woman in an hall: ſiiting and 
half- lying poſture, and introduce one blade of 
the forceps, with the right hand, as high up as 
poſſible, to preſs upon the contents of the peri- 


cranium, 


"after the birth of the child. The hydrocehhalu, 
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+ trantum, whilſt the left was applied in fixing the 
blunt hook on the oppoſite ſide; and in this 


manner, aſter much muſcular exertion, the head 


was brought down and delivered with its contents 
Whole and unruptured. From the excoriation of 
the cuticle, and general livid appearance, we 
Judged the child to have been dead ſome time, 
The poor woman was fo much exhauſted by the 
length and difficulty of her labour, that although 
no flooding or convulſions enſued, ſhe was ſeized 
with deliguia, and died in an hour and a half 


though a diſeaſe well known, is happily not very 
common. Of 1923 children, only two had a 
dropſy of the head; as appears by the Record of 
the Midwifery Department of the Wes Tux TER 
Diſpenſary, given by Dr. Mo, Vol. iii, No. 2, 
of the Menicar Journat,—A Prat repreſents 
ing the Child is hereunto annexed, Its deſcrip- 
tion is as follows : Fic, 1. ſhews a lateral and 
front view of the hydroceþhalous Child, as de- 
ſcribed below, with its dimenſions. Fic. % 


ſhews the front view of its face and head. Flic. 3. 
ſhews 


g the 
1 this 
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ntents 
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time. 
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hews the curvature of the ſpine, with a large 


ws 


nous ulcer as it appeared when born, 


The head reſembled a large bladder filled with 
mater; or rather, a large oval, not unlike a 
kdy's calaſh (with parallels falling backwards 
nd forwards, ſomewhat like the hald home 
hoops which ſupport that kind of head-dreſs), 
nd terminating at the chin in an acute angle. 
ls latitude in front was ten inches and three 
arters : the length of the face, from chin to 
forehead, three inches and one-eighth,  Laterally, 


„ 


rom temple to temple, it meaſured three inches 
nd chree - eighths: from chin to yentex, eleven 
inches and five-eighths : from the os fronts to the - 
nape of the neck, twenty inches and a half. 
he total circumference” of the head was twenty- 
jour inches and one- eighth, and conſequently 
ie ſutures were expanded in a proportionate de- 
zee. The protuberance of the eyes was ſo 
eat (occaſioned by the propulſion of the waters 


ontained in the cranium), that they appeared 
eady to burſt from their ſockets. The mouth 
Vor, II, Nn was 
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Ny” open, and widely diſtended : the ſcrotun 
livid, andenlarged ; and the ſpine diſtorted, as i 


the Paix r, with a large deep carious ulcer pene. 
trating into the vertebræ dorf. The cuticle peeled 
off to the touch, and the child appeared to hay 
been dead ſome days. In all the other parts d 
its body, the fetus had its natural proportious, 
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